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EJ l' ear Zippo Lighter Enthusiast, makes no claim as to how much a single lighter,
T however old or in whatever condition, is worth. The
One night in 1933 above a garage in Bradford, Pennsylvania, collectibles market is extremely volatile and any given
George Blaisdell pushed the first insert into the first case of what piece is worth only whatever someone else wants to pay
would be the first Zippo lighter. That was more than 300 million E 10 begin or complete a collection. Yes, there are Zippo
Zippo lighters ago. Mr. Blaisdell would be'amazed to know that today | lighters that have brought quite a bit of money to the finder
there are thousands of Zippo lighter collectors all over the world, But collecting Zippo lighters, | believe, is about fun, about history,
communicating through newsletters and laxes, e-mail and web pages, | about people
as well as getting together at shows and conventions and at the
Zippo/Case International Swap Meet | . What is beyond price is the joy of a

I L'Q' | 8 = : ho finds a rare 1933
He would be dumbfounded 1o learn g BX, ' =ores a beautiful metallique or a powerful
that for many, collecting Zippo lighters has ' | e 3 World War 11 or a Vietnam-era Zippo
become a hobby, and for some, it has even il . | + lighter. Every Zippo lighter tells a story
begome a business. In light of the ever- A : S and some of those stories — and some
growing international interest in the Zippo WINUpProor NEAter, let this O these ZIDpo ngnters — are priceless.
little book be a word of introduction to the novice lighter collector

This is a place to-start. It is not meant to be a complete guide to Zippo Sincerely,
lighter identification or collecting, just a place to enter the 7 2 ./ & ,/:M

conversation

But also Jet this be a word of caution. Collecting Zippo lighters is Michael A Schule; ‘

President and CEO

a lot of fun: Try to keep it that way. Zippo Manufacturing Company Zippo Manufacturing Company
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_ he Zippo/Case Visttos | Zippo/Case Museuin that Visitors swindproof lighters shown in this The Zippo/Case Visitors
Center houses one of the come from around the world guide are historical; many are Center is one of a handful of
country’s most unusual and - | repositories whose mission is to
Spt‘ﬁ;il ' | - of '
collections
ol Americana
The Visitors ¢
Center " — 3 | _ _ -
contains the Zippo ) The museum | A extremely rare. Since we preserve and display the history of
Case Museum, the Zippo/Case displays the history N B no longer produce these | portable flame-making devices
Store, and the Zippo Repair of the Zippo windproof P models, they are nc commonly called “lighters.”

Clinic, where the legendary lighter, both the product an Favailable for purchase from

3 \ ¥ B the people who have made  ippo Manufacturing Company. Here are two other lighter
this an icon of Amernican museums you may want 1o visit:
cultural history iThe Zippo/Case Visitors Center  National Lighter Museum

is located at 1932 Zippo Drive, 107 South 2nd St., Guthrie, OK

Like t”Ip]’)ﬂ W R Case & Bradiord. PA 16701. Hours are 13044 405/282-3025
C ‘-! Sons Cutlery, which was acquired Monday through Saturday; Lighter Museum of Holland

AR | /1o in 1993, produces a am-5p.m. Postbus 27, 5670 AA Nuenen
| i IL%K’TﬂdJF} product which has | The Netherlands
sjalaldikignida e become one of the most | The visitors' information

out (see page 31 for nformation collectible items in the world line is (888) GGB-1932. wwmm integrity...
on 5{:ndjng your lighter in for Or visit our website at stand behind it Imwm"mﬁh

repair). But it's for the Note: Most of the Zippo ttp://www.ZIPPOmig.com Fosinder mw
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he most important
miormation you want (o

. —_ "
glean from v

‘.-' I"l"'"ﬁ |

lighter is: what style it is
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how old 1t 1s
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Here's what you need 1o
know to figure that out

Style can be two things: it

can be determined by the model,

in that it may be a hand-held —
and within that it can be a
regular size or a slim model -
or it can be a table model, like
the Barcroft or the Lady
Bradiord; or style can
also refer to the
decorative
elements tha
dlﬁl:ugmﬁn
lighters or
groups ol

lighters

For example, does 1t

have diagonal cuts or i
it 1/4” taller than the regul;
models, marks of some early

Zippo lighters? Does it wear a

21

metallique? Isita Towon &
Country? This book will help
fyou determine that. Condition
means evervthing in lighter

dcollecting |

with the possible

aoes
mean:
r

1 § § ] o, ll' ¥ I ]
d‘LlLL;i?l’}- Il Meéans tnat tne

lzg}m*r 1S 2

Il wWas made

s pristine as the day

“Never lit means
mint 1o some
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‘Good ™ to "Fair” 1o dots and/or slashes so he
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ighter is m superb condition. And [mally, ‘ returned lor repairs. 50
i 1 I'r ]
condition. The chrome 1s Fdoes the 7 PPO what was a uill;':l‘.i'-. control
in top shape; the lighter Fwindprool lighter still tool for Mr. Blaisdell has
has all original parts. It | have its original . become a collector’s
has never been repaired. § packaging? These original boxes dream and
If painted or enameled, §add considerably to the a way 1o
the colors : collectibility ol precisely
' o n wen BLUE-CHIP-O tha hahres T3¢
3 LI1E |L:'~.__;-.|{LT date most

.-I' ™
..'-'.l-:'n i)
. 4

Dating a lighters

]
included
Because Mr. that code
opens with tha Blaisdell offered a lifetime on the
distinctive Zippo lighter Feuarantee on his lighters, he had ' next pages.
‘click” and closes with the bottom of each Zippo lighter
| id made since the

—

4 Silatals vl LASY e ) : -y
reas: us-.u:T mid-195( Most lighters before 1957 are

encoded identified by style and model, patent
| Wil or patent-pending mark, and the logo
seres ol of “Zippo™ engraved on the bottom.
(Note World War 11 Zippo lighters
with the black crackle finish,
distributed only to the PXs for the
men and women in the service to buy,
were stamped with a special patent number. )

T IR A N A L A

iy Jﬁ“ L F R

o a e
i W T, —#

& -
. 1

I"m ' '3
8 SUS_ s Ly .

il

I ——

Lk
4 4
JL
.a.‘
.
b
3
f’:

ki

'z

- F d _‘—_-‘—-n--
S e I“-ﬂ. s amwnl $4

iy

S ek
L

» D
-
1S
ol

"~




= i T )

ZiPPO LIGHTER IDENTIFICATION CODES
YEAR REGULAR

REGULAR

LEFT |

RIGHT

1932

Patent Pending

1937

i

Patent 2032695"

1950

Patent 2517191

While it seems that some lighters produced between 1955-57 were date-coded,

Zippo records remain uncertain on the specifics of the codes uses at that time.

1957

Full stamp with patent pending|  eeee [ sess

1958

Full stamp, no patent pending

1959

LA BN J

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976 |

- || Effective 7-1-86 the above system was

|
| | § ':l
- g |

LEFT
1]

RIGHT
/]

| 1

1978

/]

/]

/] /]

1979

/

/]

T

1980

/

/

I

1981

/

/

1982

\\\\

W

WA\ | W

1983

1\

\\\

\\\\ \\\

1984

\\\

\\\

W [ W

1985
1986

\\\
\\

\\

\\\ \\

\\

N

\\ \\

yearfiot code. Year is noted with |

replaced
roman numeral/letter designates lot month (A=Jan., B=Feb., etc.)

1986

GtolL

Same as regular

1987

AtolL

Same as regular

1988

AtolL

v

Same as regular

1989

AtoL

v

Sar_naas aqular

1990

AtoL

Vi

Same as regular

1991

AtolL

Vii

Same as regular

1992

e

AtolL

Viil

Same as regular

1993

AtolL

IX

Same as regular

AtolL

X

Same as regular

AtolL
AtolL

Xl

Same as reqular

Xl

Same as regular

AtolL

Same as reqular

Atol

Same as regular

AtolL

AtolL

—

XV
XVI

Same as regular
Same as regular




3 -

0 single issue intlames the
collector or inspires such heated
debate as the curious questions
surrounding the dates lor when
George G. Blaisdell produced the

first Zippo windprool
lighter. We now know
when that first lighter was
produced, and the news is
sure 10 shock some Zippo
collectors and histonans. While
Mr. Blaisdell clearly developed
the idea and began the mitial
work on the Zippo
Manufacturing Company in
1932, new evidence unearthed
in the Zippo archive,
discovered while researching
materials for the opeéning of

the Zippo/Case Museum in
the spring of 1997, has

answered the long-debated | produced until late 1933. The

“ question.

[t wasin 1933 —

not 1932 as long
selieved — that George
Blaisdell first started to
vroduce the Zippo
windproof lighter —
the one both with and
without diagonal cuts
on the corner. This
lighter is 27" tall — a
quarter inch taller than
the current Zippo lighter
~ and continued to be

[}

hinge — one with four barrels,

distinct from the soon-to-be-

standard three-barrel one — was
hand-soldered
on the outside
of the case
The bottom ol
the lighter
reads “Zippo”
and “Pat
ending.” Mr.
Blaisdell
applied for the
Zippo lighter
patent

| In 1934 alter
experimenting
throughout 1933

How do we know this? Some

of the newly available

correspondence
— —-;:‘ — between Mr

— Blaisdell and the
Austrian lighter
company from

whom he acquired the




rights for the proto-Zippo, clearly
show that he was still making
contacts in 1933 and could not
have been producing lighters any
earlier. One letter, for example,
dated January 9, 1933, states: “We

N0200 : -

ally known and a

cmfdoor use, Your best
country. Two-tone chrome case.

"’ﬂf#ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂF
ed as the lighter for

iend on a long cross

received your letter of December
15 and have received the sample
lighter.... Itis quite likely that we
will go into this business on a
rather large scale.” Other letters
clearly confirmed this

What is
important is that
the people of
Zippo continue 1o
offer the truth, as
best we can and as
quickly as we
know it. That's a
pledge that, like
George Blaisdell's
guarantee, our
customers and
our collectors
¢can count on
every ume.

The company
now estimates
that there were
approximately

1,500 tall Zippo lighters made.
That 1933 Zippo lighter sold
tor $1.95.

Very few 1933 Zippo
lighters remain, however— less
than a hundred. They were
made at arguably the darkest,
toughest time lor Americans —
right in the middle of the Great
Depression. There were probably
very lew people in 1933 who
purchased their lighters for $1.95
and secured them away in a
drawer, having the foresight that
the lighter would be highly

collectible in a hall-century. These

lighters lor the most part were
used a great deal. As recently as
the early 1980's, if a tall Zippo
lighter was sent to the Zippo
plant lor repairs — and many of
these might have been, as they
were all hand-soldered and had a
tendency to crack — Zippo
generally replaced the old lighter

with a new one. The customer

was happy and Zippo threw out
the old lighter!

One curiosity gets even
“curiouser.” In 1988 Zippo
Manufacturing Company
reissued a replica of the famous
original 1932 Zippo lighter,
what was then thought to be the
mitial year of production. So
that 1988 “1932 Zippo lighter
replica” just got a lot more
collectible, like the pennies
with the mistaken mint marks
or the stamps with the botched
images. Then in 1997, just
before the facts of the 1933
lighter were discovered,

Zippo again reproduced the
original 1932 Zippo lighter for
RJ. Reynolds and for the
collectors’ group On The Lighter
Side (OTLS). All of these now
“false replicas” are extremely
collectible and, let’s say,

among the more limited runs

In Zippo's inventory.




Quiside Hinge

Kendall Oil
Zippo lighters i
1935. Th umr%.um
Zippo’'s history
businesses and

Early Zippo lighters are those | lighters in the um'i{.i But there
Pri duced from 1933 unul 1936 are other elements to look
‘.‘.i.t'li the three-barrel hinge plate | lor. Early Z 1ppo ng:“-.h::-a can

w i | . - | 1 R — -
was soldered o ”Ii outside ol Tllt g LLLuJL :]u G I.-ill dalid E!lL reoular-

case and then the whole cas SLEE |IL,,..U.'T

il G el

chrome-plated. These oute ! - =
. ¥ i 1 p—
hinged Zippo windprool lighters . ’\
remain the most collectible ; B
..f"""f

The Early Years: What o Lool\ For
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y In 1933, Mr. Blaisdell fraternal and military

6 produced the 27" tall Zippo organizanons have honored and
;?J lighter, but he shortened itbya = highlighted Ii*n‘it group by

?" quarter inch |7jr the end ol the putling their | 20, their

?r”'f; year. This mid-1933-34 model image. their L..--.;uih or their

‘*I. _ also has the three-barrel outside | mark on a Lf"!.;-y ) windprool

__.:“ hinge ]I}J:hi i 1935 to the early
""r U0 s, this was olten done -‘-'Ilh
fa Trademarks — metalliques and later with less

i <
.. .

& Logos — The é exacting surface treatments. In

oFf

’ET _ specialty @\ ? any case, these customer I
= | advertising N ... 7L rademark Zippo lighters have 3
,'_':‘_ﬁ: lighters made ' A proven (o be among the most d f
L their debut wath ,& g desirable collectibles of all 1

an order of 500
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the most hinge, one thatlis v m'tkf_e its debut. It is the now- produiced
important stayed in use lassic Zippo design. from 194749,

leaders of the until 1942 1930 the third
hustrial an Q"} | — Zippo's first model from

incdustrial and l 7
> , = __) | sold-iilled table llg!'llLT — the Bararolt —is 1940-54 and

Lorpﬂ-:.m .
world Zippo lighter is inir wuu\.u | produced. These first table lighters | the fourth

193 - |« e ]_ are 4.5 inches high and ¢an hold model from
0 4 S - - four times the fuel of a 1954-79.

The hinge for the Zippo lid is - [he .«" ippo lighter *~ conventional Z Ippo lighter. Their
placed on the inside of the Shr = S With Lhe }‘-'f’w first list price is.$7.50. This

lighter case with a four-barrel B B caseand rounded  model is produced for only two
NeTS Werpr 5 years. The second Barcroft is

. o o ng in at 205 oz
%\ hat is “metallique?” From 1935 until 1940, Zippo decorated lighter with special appliqués called “metalliques.” These

metalliques are metal lace, hand-crafted slices of chrome-plated brass, razo-thin at five one-thousands of an inch. Metallique production peaked tn

the late 1930’s, but this surface treatment was largely brushed aside by th epic Zippo production for World War II. During that time other less
exacting “line-etching” techniques replaced the labor-intensive metalliques Throughout the mid to late 1930’s and early 1940's, customers could
send in any lighter and have any available metallique - including metalliue initials — applied to their lighter, thus making exact dating of some
metalliques difficult. Some of the most famous and familiar metalliques inlude the Kendall, the two views of the Reveler, the Scotty dog, and the
1939 World's Fair. In 1997, in honor of its 65th anniversary, Zippo reintnduced a series of six new metallique style lighters (see page 29).




steel and then

ﬁmﬁwiﬁm nﬁtmﬂ

coated with a
. = General Dwight D. Eisenhowe thick black paint
' that baked to a
 orld War Il — From 1943 black crackle finish
until the end of World War [1, all sl Many soldiers
of Zippo Manulacturing S customized their
Company’s production was Zippo lighters,

:hlppcd 10 the PXs forthe soldiers sc::'au.hlng in names, places,

images, and meqsagf:: nf‘ﬂ Kinds

i combat around the world that suggest their thLS, drmnh

Because brass and chrome were in
short supply, Zippo windproof
lighters were made with a porous

art. a term from World War 1,
relers 1o items made from the
rubble ol war on the field of
battle. in the rench. Pieces of

and historically important. Many
collectors, however, have

fears and longings. These kinds ol times engravers at the war site ]
images are U!h n considered a forr made modifications. This is more
nf ll't.ﬂt.h art Hptuhc;ﬂh [n_m_h L‘ri (] Iht Case 'w 1'[11 [|IL It.'Hl;‘iIﬂ

trench art are extremely valuable is produced

extended the concept of “trench hinge is introduced
art” to include the changes to an

inscriptions put on heretofore
existing items, including lighters
Some collectors would not
consider this genuine trench art
but would certainly consider
these additions and
embellishments interesting.

].9_I'7~ The epic

production of lighters for Wor
War I causes Zippo to reach the
10 millionth lighter mark

]_9‘4'0 ~ The Lady

Bradlord is introduced

This table lighter is

B initially produced with
B and without a base in

¥ 1949 and then later in the
year the model without a
base is eliminated. The
[ady Bradford with the base is
;_"n'm,luusd untl 1954.

llell

ﬂ F
il B B

-

o B

These Zippo lighters,
personalized and customized by
soldiers during war, have
become extremely collectible
and are important pieces of
© social history. Sometimes this
lorm of trench art was hand-
engraved by the soldier; other

T . '15;-1 .
| beany = 1

P- i

| =gy

1 e . eng

4_..
Zippo lighters (see page 25)

194
4w — The one

millionth Zippo windproof lighter

“If I were to tell you how
much these Zippos are " _—.
coveted at the front and the gratitude
and'delight'with which the boys receive -
them, you would probably accuse me of
cxagerﬂ.m There is truly nothing

the av scrldia would rather have.”

‘P&I'Hmrmpmdtt'
;mmf

1943

— The three-barrel
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L own & Country — Town
& Country Zippo lighters were
first offered to the public in
1949 but have come to
represent the confidence and
the exuberance of the post-war

1950’s. Town & Country may
be the most luminous and one
of the most desirable collectors’
series in the history of the
company. Among the most
elaborate and labor-intensive

of all Zippo lighters, these
deeply engraved and multi-

colored painted surfaces
expressed an American
enthusiasm that has rarely
been matched by Zippo

' artisans. Town & Country
represents

the best of Zippo's surface
treatment and lighter design.

Town & Country employed a
“paint-on-paint process —
sometimes up to 14 different
colors for a single lighter — to
achieve its rich texture. The colors

were air-brushed on the lighter
one at atime, after the surface
was engraved at lour one
thousands of an inch deep

The classic series was
illustrated with eight icons: the
mallard, the pheasant, the geese,
the trout, the horse, the Insh
setter, the lily pond and the
sloop or sailboat. Individual
clients and organizations used
this engraved and “paint-on-
paint” process for their logos and
military or [raternal insignias
The lighters were produced
throughout the 1950's. [n its first
year, a Town & Country was a
moderately expensive gift at

$7.50. Even though Zippo still

used the process until 1964, the
Town & Country series officially
came to an end n 1960

Mint Town & Countries
are extremely desirable lor
collectors not only because they
are among the most beautiful
lighters in the world, but also
because they are very rare. Many
people carried their lighters along
with coins and keys in pockets
and purses and, as a result; few
Town & Country lighters, despite
their electro-baked finish,
have survived the subsequent
decades without some
chipping or scratching of
their exquisitely painted surface.
Throughout the 1960's Zippo




continued to produce
lighters similar to the
classic 1950's Town &
Country series, but
these were not as
deeply engraved, nor
did they often have the
number of air-brushed

colors. Town & Country

IMPORTANT

Dus to conditiora camed By Hhe War, we
have e bp Corvenst from Bram to ifee
= e murvfactee of or Ightee Far-
iy, wa carmel e fechel or chroms
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Zippo lighters represent a unique ™™

lime and a unique product in
American industrial history —
and a classic phase ol Zippo

procuction.

Other Zippo windprool
lighters to spark your interest

1950-57

leather Zippo lighters. These are
not to be confused
with the leather
wraps, which
are produced
rom 1952-60
and have
leather only
around the

e

e,

8 o
1
|

M
a | =
S

Full

2517191

195

middle of the lighter.

= ~—

B - —_—
»
o

193] n.

Korean War. From
1951 through 1954

B Zippo makes its

B lighters out of steel.

B 19531

R .

" Zippo patent-

pending number changes to

. it _5 7—~ Zippo

begins to date code with dashes

and slashes (see chart on page 9)

]_9 5 O — The slim Zippo

lighter is introduced. These
lighters bring an elegance
and sophistication to the
traditional, more

masculine Zippo lighter
design. To make the slim,
Zippo makes a number

ol modifications to the
lighter, including a cut in
the chimney, a wheel

guard placed on the spring to
reduce heat, and by the second
year of production, moving the
wick 1/32 ol an inch away from
the flint wheel. These first slim
Zippo lighters have flat bottoms

1958 =i zppo e

number officially changes 1o
2517191

Bottoms Up: Take a Look -

The bottom of your Zippo

lighter can tell you a lot about
your lighter. Lighters

.‘_a 2

s G

el vw e E

- am g B T el S wrw

NEW 7IPPO SUIM-LIGNTER!

L S—

——__ produced from 1933

through 1945
generally have either
a flat bottom or one
that is pushed out.
In 1946, however, for
the most part, Zippo
lighters had what
collectors often call
a “canned bottom,”
looking very much
like the edge of a

tin can, neither
bulged nor flat like
earlier models.
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. Facnes

| _ the 100 millionth

[ | lighter mark; the

. Moderne and
Corinthian
~ table
2 models are

introduced.

letnam
Zippo wind-
proof lighters
(1965 to
early 1970's) —
Probably no other Zippo
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inventory is more fascinating

10 some than the many lighters
designed and produced for the
men and women in the military.
During World War 11 and

the Korean War, and then
throughout Vietnam and up to
the Gulf War, Zippo
Manulacturing
Company has
memonialized the war

Y,

¥ VIETNAM -

.
]

efforts of American f S

-
=

L™

87.6¢,,

forces and. in some
cases. Amerncan alhes

as well

1

ese lighters make up an
entire sub-class of Zippo
collecting. The lighters
associated with the Vietnam
War, particularly the form ol
trench art done during the war
by Vietnamese engravers and
the soldiers themselves
are extremely valuable both
as collectibles and as pieces

of American social history

i TR S—— i 4 wmaas 11 T s .
[5{'1 LTCNCT A, Dagk ‘1‘-} | NesE

because of the potential to
labricate alter-the-fact forged
trench art, should be
approached by the novice
collector with extreme

Moon Landing Zippo is
t
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b Walt
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1979

[he Handlite, a
pedestal base that
m 1'~':.'- a pockel
..P; et a table

1 rnier. 1S

11*-.1h-L,'..aL'L‘d_

SN
1962
The 50th

.\\I .!T | l"i.tr[-“"l.l.[ "r
Lighter

Zippo lighters

with a “matte
ae®  |Imish’

. 10 l"L i Iu"”LLi N '“ IUE,

burgundy,

e

19806

Camoutlage Zippx
lighters are

g =
niroduced

1987

“The first Elvis
Zippo llﬂh':
makes the

are introduced 17 DIACK.

gTeen .le gray

]_988 -— n‘m* 200

millionth lighter is
produced.

1989~ The Zippo

lighter honoring the 100th
anniversary ol the WR
Case & Sons Cutlery
Company is produced

lg)QO — The

Presidents’ MCTIES

1991 s

Civil War Series

= T

ZIppo acquire

{

manulaciures
and most

knives
10073

— o

ase. also located in Bradlo

Sponsorship ol U

1

Zippo US. Vintage
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To preserve the

collectibility of your

- vintage windproof
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you in the same condition
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For Zippo lighters 25 years
and older:

The case of the lighter will be
repaired as much as possible and
a new inside lightingmechanism

will be

as received. A single package
containing the repaired
lighter and the original inside
lighting mechanism will be
returned 10 you.

NotezIf you are a collector
and wish Zippo to attempt to
restore the inside lighting

returned at ourfe
expense. lor
safety, please remove the {lint from
the lighter and allow the fuel 1o
evaporate for two to three days
before mailing,

mechanism of your lighter, you
must state this in your letter. If you
fail to communicate this in your
letter, yourold lighting mechanism
will not be restored, however, i
will be returned along with a new
mside lighting mechanism.
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