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FROM THE EDITOR

REMEMBERING GOD'S FAITHFULNESS
AND TRUSTING HIM FOR THE FUTURE

Oneof my favorite momentsin Scripture
isfound in1 Samuel 7. The Israelites are
about to be attacked by the Philistines
again. Instead of panicking, they listen
to Samuel, who invites them to repent
and trust God for their protection.
God then uses thunder to defeat the
Philistines. After the miracle, Samuel
takes a stone and sets it up as an altar
of remembrance. Verse 12 tellsus, “He
named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far
the Lord has helped us.”” In Hebrew,
Ebenezer means “stone of help,” and
Ilove both the meaning and the visual
picture asIenvision Samuel doing this.

While the pages of this magazine
aren’taliteral rock, they are an Ebenezer
our team has created to remember how
the Lord has helped us. When we began
planning this special 75th-anniversary

girls in the community of Khulna, Bangladesh. Bristy used to work as a child laborer
but went on to get an education thanks to World Vision’s child protection programs.

issue of World Vision magazine, the
biggest question we faced was how we
could bear witness to 75 years of God’s
faithfulness and to the miraculous ways
He has changed the lives of children,
families, and communities—and our
own lives as well.

It seemed an impossible task. There
are too many stories, many of which
we’ve shared in the pages of World Vision
magazine since it began publishing
in 1957 and on our website since it
launched in 1997. None of these stories
would have been possible without God’s
faithfulness—and your faithfulness in
givingand praying for our work. We’re so
grateful for your partnership through the
decades, and we invite you to believe with
us in all God will continue to do.

So this issue (and its digital supple-
ment online at wvmag.org/75) is an
Ebenezer not just for us, but for each of
you as well. After you immerse yourself
in its pages, we invite you to keep it asan
Ebenezer in your home. Perhaps set it on
your coffee table and place your own rock
ontop of it, letting it remind you of all God
has done and how you have been part of
His work. Take a moment to journal how
you have witnessed His faithfulness as
you’ve participated in World Vision’s story
(and ifyou’re willing to share, send us your
story at stories@worldvision.org). Let
this magazine remind you that God has
provided thus far and will continue to be
faithful, no matter how insurmountable
the path seems and wherever He leads
us next. ©

KristyJ. O’Hara-Glaspie
Editor-in-Chief



2 WORLD VISION

/D years
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BY EDGAR SANDOVAL SR., PRESIDENT AND CEO

spoon-fed, so I was nervous as I took up a bowl of porridge

to feed atoddler named Mone in Habro, Ethiopia. Not only
wasIrusty, but acrowd was watching—momsand dads gathered
for a World Vision cooking demonstration.

Luckily for me, Mone made it easy. She mimicked my wide-
open mouth so that I could land the spoon in hers like a pro.

Unfortunately, not much is easy in remote Habro, where
erraticrainfall has given way to drought, causing a daily struggle
for food. Parents are doing their best to break out of extreme
poverty: They work; they learn new skills; they try to save their
money. But they’re hampered by the lack of infrastructure, local
markets, and economic safety nets.

It’s the same in too many places around the world. People
strive to hold on to their dreams even as it gets harder to feed
their kids—no matter how skilled their spoon-feeding technique.

Onaglobal scale, humanitarian needs continue to rise, fueled
by conflict, extreme weather events, and other emergencies. But
fundingisn’t keepingup—creating a widening gap. Those most
likely to fall into it? Beautiful children like Mone.

Thisbreaks my heart. And sometimes, it causes me to doubt.

That’s when belief kicks in. Belief in our all-powerful,
unchanging, endlessly loving God. Belief in Jesus, the Miracle
Worker, who challenges doubters like me in Mark 9:23:
“Everything is possible for one who believes.”

For 75 years, World Vision has clung to belief—especially in
the face of the impossible. Bob Pierce, our founder, set the tone.
He said: “Nothingisamiracle until it reaches the area where the
very utmost that human effort can do is not enough, and God
moves in to fill that space between what is possible and what He
wants done that is impossible.”

World Vision was born during the Korean War—in September
1950, when North Korean forces had overtaken most of the country

I t’s been a while since my kids were young enough to be

below the 38th parallel, allbuta5,000-square-mile area.
U.S. soldiers fighting alongside South Koreansregained
territory, but the capital, Seoul, was repeatedly overrun,
devastating the city, its citizens, and its churches.
Irecently visited Seoul, South Korea, and Ilearned
how pastors courageously stood in the gap during the
war, caring for orphans, widows, and refugees. In
particular, Pastor Han Kyung Chik, leader of Young
Nak Church, became Bob’s lifelong friend—and his
church, World Vision’s first partner. Bob believed so
much in the passion and perseverance of these amazing
servants of God that he started World Vision to support
them. Today, Christianity thrives in South Korea, and
its citizens bless other countries in need.
In this anniversary year, we’re celebrating God’s
faithfulness throughout our history—remembering
the Lord’s deeds and miracles, as in Psalm 77:11.
We remember the 1970s, when refugees fled Viet Nam by boat,
facing death on the South China Sea, yet no country would take
themin. But we believed God was calling us to stand—or sail—into
the gap. World Vision launched a rescue ship, Seasweep. Asaresult
of our response, people are alive today—including Vinh Chung,
alifesaving surgeon and former World Vision Board member.
We remember the 1990s, when genocide against the Tutsi
in Rwanda shocked the world. Knowing that only God can heal
hearts, we emphasized faith and reconciliation in our programs—
and witnessed miraculousacts of forgiveness. And two years ago,
Rwanda was the first country where World Vision finished the
job of providing access to clean water for everyone, everywhere
we work in the country.
We remember the 2000s, when AIDS was ravaging entire
communities in Africa, leaving millions of children without
parents. American Christians didn’t understand the urgency—
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in a Barna survey we conducted, only 3%
cared to help. But we trusted God’sword in
James1:27 about caring for orphans and
widowsin their distress. We launched the
Hope Initiative, a movement of churches,
influencers, and advocates responding
with compassion, not condemnation, to
families affected by HIV and AIDS.

And we remember the people God
raised up to serve Him through World
Vision despite danger and heartbreak.
These heroes of the faith include Minh
Voan, our deputy director in Cambodia,
wholed peopleto Christbefore beingkilled
by the Khmer Rouge. Indian evangelist
Sam Kamaleson quietly provided spiritual
support for Eastern European pastors
behind theIron Curtain. American nurse
Dorothy Scheffel brought dying babies
back to health in Somalia and Sudan.
Leaders like Jean Bouchebel in Lebanon
and Corina Villacortaand Caleb Meza in
Perusustained World Vision’s work amid
war and violence.

Above: In Ethiopiain
June 2025, Edgar
feeds1-year-old Mone,
who is recovering
from malnutrition.
World Vision staff
taught her mother to
prepare a nutritious
porridge using
ingredients she brings
from home, along with
yellow peas, sorghum,
and vegetable oil from
theU.S.

Left: Pictured in
Malawiin 2001,
Pastor Mchwere
Banda (left) praying
with Alice Takula
(right), who died

the following week.
At the time, Pastor
Banda waslosing
three members of his
congregation to AIDS
every week.

The perseverance of those who came before us paved the
way for game-changing innovation. We developed Last Mile
Mobile Solutions®, harnessing technology for stronger efficiency,
effectiveness, and accountability in the delivery of relief supplies
during a crisis. Now, it’s adopted by other aid organizations.
Through Chosen’®, we flipped the script on sponsorship by giving
children the power to choose their sponsors—transformingevery-
oneinvolved. And our faith-based program Biblical Empowered
Worldview is supporting families to change their mindsets and
equipping them to lift themselves out of extreme poverty.

Godisat workin the world! Remembering His miracles builds
our belief, drives out doubt, and gives us confidence in what He
will do next.

Today, we’re mightily trusting our God of the impossible as we
attempt something even bigger than we’ve done before. Through
God’s power and the generosity of our supporters, by 2030 we
aim toequip 300 million people in more than 70 countriesto free
themselves from the grip of extreme poverty and experience the
fuller lives God intends for them.

Just like that moment when I fed Mone, there’s an audience.
The world is watching what happens when people of faith come
together and step into the gap for vulnerable children. Together,
we can end extreme poverty in our lifetime—proving that with
Jesus, everything is possible! ®
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BY KRISTY J.

THE SEED WAS PLANTED SIMPLY AND HUMBLY IN 1928 WITH A
Christmas gift bearing a short inscription from a Sunday
school teacher to one of the teens in her class.

70 Bob from Miss Hunter. My prayer and deepest desire
foryou is Matthew 28:18-20: “Thereforego and make disciples
of all the nations ...”

The book? A biography of a missionary to China that
must have inspired a young Bob Pierce, who found himself
travelingaround Chinaleading evangelistic meetings with
Youth for Christ in the 1940s. It was in these travels that
God worked in Bob’s heart and inspired him to help hurting
and vulnerable people. Just a few years later, he founded
World Vision.

His teacher didn’t know that that inscription would
inspire aboy to grow into a man who wanted to serve God.
She didn’t know that he would go on to lead evangelistic
ralliesand lead people to Christ. She didn’t know he would
start a ministry that would impact the lives of millions of
people around the world.

No, she didn’t know all of that, but she believed in his
potential when she saw a boy whom God loved.

Likewise, Bob didn’t know that it was the dawning ofa
new ministry that would grow brightly for decades to come.
He didn’t know that millions of people around the world
would gain access to clean water, healthcare, education, and
training to grow their incomes and livelihoods. He didn’t
know that tens of thousands of fellow Christians around the

O'HARA-GLASPIE

world would join World Vision staff, signing up to be the
hands and feet of Jesus in nearly 100 countries—including
in some of the hardest places to be a child—prompting the
question to which Jesus is the answer.

No, he didn’t know all that, either.

But he did know that children were hurting. He did
know there was great pain in the world. He did know that
every single person, regardless of where they were born and
what they looked like, was made in the image of God and
deeply loved by the Almighty. And he did know that God
was calling him to do something about it.

And he obeyed.

Now, 75 years later, World Vision has helped people
around the globe see vulnerable children through eyes of
faith. We’ve united othersin pulling up the roots of poverty
and planting seeds of real change because we believe in
children, families, and communities. We believe that God
is at work in our lives and in the lives of vulnerable people
all over the world.

Throughout the past 75 years, we’ve seen not just
individual lives change as hearts and mindsets change
but also entire families and communities transform as
the chains of poverty are broken. By partnering with local
churches and faithful donorslike you, time and time again,
we've experienced God’s faithfulness and witnessed His
miraculous provision.

And we’re believing that He has more in store. ®

MOMENTS OF BELIEF

WORLD VISION

Bob Pierce, pictured in Korea in 1965 while making a film, lived a life steeped in prayer. One story goes that he kept
Billy Graham awake by praying aloud in his sleep when the men shared a room during their travels through Korea
for evangelistic meetings. But a private prayer written on the inside of his Bible—“Let my heart be broken with the things that break
the heart of God”—became the clarion call for his work and the work of future generations of World Vision staff.

Since World Vision’s founding in 1950—and in the
history leading up to that moment—we have witnessed
countless examples of the Lord’s great love and
faithfulness through our ministry. Journey through
these pagesto remember some World Vision milestones
with us—and scan the code to dive deeper into the
miraculous moments we’ve witnessed together.

1928 of Inland China, and

» A seed is planted it was inscribed:

when Bob Pierce, “To Bob from

just a teenager, Miss Hunter. My

receives a book prayer and deepest
"BECAUSE OF THE LORD'S as a Christmas desire for youis

GREAT LOVE WE ARE NOT present from his Matthew 28:18-20:
CONSUMED, FOR HIS Sunday school ‘Therefore go and
COMPASSIONS NEVER teacher, Elizabeth make disciples of all
FAIL. THEY ARE NEW EVERY Hunter. The book the nations...”
MORNING: GREAT IS YOUR was entitled 7ames
FAITHFULNESS.” Hudson Taylor,
—LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23 Pioneer Missionary

1947

2 » Evangelist

Bob Pierce travels
through China
speaking about the
gospel at evangelistic
meetings with Youth
for Christ.

» Bob Pierce meets
Beth Albert, anurse
caring for people with
leprosy in China. He
credits her as “the

trigger of the vision
God gave me for
missions.”

» A child called
White Jade, about
age 10, accepts
Christ after hearing
Bob Pierce speak but
isthen abandoned
by her family for

it. Her teacher,

Tena Holkeboer,
challenges him to

“Ididn’t know
it at the time,
butin areal,

practical sense,

World Vision
was born
that day.”

—BOB PIERCE

help her. He gives
Tena the last $5in
his pocket and says
he’ll get more help.
He later said,
“Ididn’t know it at
the time, butina
real, practical sense,
World Vision was
born that day.”
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Chaom, 6, (center)
and her children’s
club friends wash

their hands at a health
center. In Cambodia,
years of partnership
have equipped local
people with access

to clean water and
improved healthcare,

b el i eVe education, and

. 74
children

brighter future.

World Vision sponsors jumped
from 800 to nearly 8,000. Today,
75yearsafter Bob Pierce founded
World Vision, 2.9 million children
are supported by sponsorship programsin 49 countries, including
859,000 children supported by sponsors in the United States.
From 800 children to nearly 3 million. Only God can do that.
Our child sponsorship model has evolved since Bob Pierce’s

In Bangladesh, we care for
children by giving them safe
spaces to laugh, play, and
enjoy games with friends
and World Vision staff who
are committed to protecting
their future.

BY KARI COSTANZA

World Vision believesin children because Jesus believesin children.

In Matthew 19, when His disciples tried to keep them away,
Jesussaid, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such asthese”(verse 4).

World Vision founder Bob Pierce, the father of three girls,
felt the same way. His experience during the Korean War,
seeing mothers left widowed and children orphaned by the war,
sparked World Vision’s beginnings. When the war ended in
1953, Bob began to connect Korean orphans with sponsors in
the United States who would write them encouraging lettersand
send a monthly donation to provide food, uniforms, schooling,
medical care, and Bible training. Over the next two years,
the number of children in Korean orphanages supported by

days, but the one-on-one relationship remains central. Children
still directly benefit from the letters sponsors write, which they
treasure, some even keeping them under their pillows at night.
And sponsors can send Special Gifts to support their unique needs.

Today, sponsorship supports essential programs that help
childrennot only survive but also grow and thrive. These programs
include protection from child labor and child trafficking, education
support, and an emphasison children with disabilities. Programs
suchasLet the Children Come support children in Sunday schools,
teaching them the Word of God through stories, songs, and games.

Sponsored children continue to enjoy personal relationships
with their sponsors, a hallmark of the sponsorship experience.
Another distinction is World Vision’s community-based model,
as sponsorship benefits the rest of the community as well. Even
non-sponsored children participate in Christian discipleship,
education, disability inclusion, and child protection programs.
For the kingdom of heaven belongs to them all. ®
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A World Vision staff member
named Nadia measures the
height of a sponsored child
named Erickson, pictured at
age 10, at a health center in
Honduras. Staff at the center
conduct child monitoring to
ensure children are growing

up healthfully.
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meetings, partnering Pierce reports from babies severely care for Korean War “Typhoon Lil” for through Mustard conrerence | ofrestand fellowship
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the needs of people 2 » North American IS FOUNDED. N World Vision across Taiwan Pastors Conferences.
. — becomes World Vision’s . .
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY
LAURA REINHARDT

“JUST ADD WATER.” In the mid-twentieth
century, those three words were like magic,
freeinguptimefor many Americanswiththe
introduction of pre-packaged foodslike cake
mixes,drink mixes, or eveninstant mashed
potatoes. The baby boom generation was
amongthefirsttoexperience thethrill of see-
ing toys fantastically grow to several times
their original size—just by adding water.
But what happens when youadd water
toaperson’slife—specifically, clean, easily
accessible water? For 15-year-old Grace

and her widowed mother, Margaret, the
arrival of clean water close to their home in
southeastern Kenya wasthe start ofaseries
of remarkable transformations—start-
ing with improved health and hygiene,
and expanding into new opportunitiesin
education and economic empowerment.

A history of heartache

Grace wasonly ayear old when her father
died suddenly, leaving Margaret with
seven children toraise on her own. “When

=

Grace helps her
mother, Margaret,
water the family’s
home garden, which
they can grow
because they have
enough water.
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my husband passed on, life changed. It
[was] difficult, looking for school fees for
my children [and] taking care of their
health,” Margaret says. Hisjob asa police
officer had provided for the family’s needs.

Before his passing, Margaret had
operated a food stall in the local market,
bringing home 4,000 Kenyan shillings—
about $30—each week. This small busi-
ness helped to pay those school fees along
with hospital or clinic costs when anyone
in the family got sick.

But when her husband died, Margaret
had to quit that work and stay home with
her children—especially little Grace. She
began doing casual work for neighbors,
including washing and working in their
fields, justtotrytokeepher childrenfed and
inschool. But she only earned about 2,000
Kenyan shillings—about $15—each week.

When Margaret wasn’t working or
caring for the children, she was walking
to get water. The nearest watering hole
required atwo-hour round trip, which she
had to do twice a day just to have enough
for her family. But then she developed
chronic stomach issuesand could nolon-
ger make the grueling trip. She had to
send her children.

What lack of water means

According to UNICEF, women and girls
worldwide spend 250 million hours per
day on water collection. It’s a mind-bog-
gling statistic that speaks to the time
and opportunities that so many girls and
women sacrifice in the effort to get such

a basic resource—and it looked to be the
same fate that would define Grace’slife too.

For four years, Grace joined her sib-
lings collecting water. Margaret would
wake them at 5 a.m., before sunrise. “I
wasallittle bit scared,” Grace says, despite
having her siblingsalong. “Iam scared of
the darkness.” The children got up early
to try to make it to school on time. But
they also wanted to be among the first to
the water source because more sediment
got stirred up as the day went on, causing
the water to become even dirtier.

Grace carried a 10-liter jerrycan,
which holds alittle more than 22 pounds
of water. Between the heavy load, the
long distance, and time spent filling the
container, Grace always risked being
late for school. “Sometimes we [would]
take solong at the watering point, by the
time we reach[ed] school it [was] 9 a.m.,”
recalls Grace. Lessons would already be
underway. “So, the teacher would have to
discipline me for coming to school late.”

Even when they made it to school
on time, Grace and her siblings often
arrived wearing dirty clothes. They had
to ration their precious water so they’d
have enough to drink.

“[W]ewould wear our clothes for three
daysbefore we washed them,” Grace says.

But worst of all, the muddy brown
water they carried home was often con-
taminated with bacteria that made them
sick. Margaret says, “We used to have
cases where my children [would] get ...
cholera or diarrhea and ... other water-
borne diseases.”

Grace vividly recalls the pain caused by
illness from dirty water: “Iwould feel like
there is a needle or a thorn poking inside
my stomach.”

That sickness kept the children from
attending school—something Margaret
highly values. “I want my children to go
to school because without education life
can be so difficult,” she says. “In fact,
[between] a homestead where children
aregoingtoschooland a homestead where
children are not going to school, you can

GREGORY WOODMAN/WORLD VISION

75 YEARS OF BELIEF

]

see quite a difference because [in the first
case] they’re able to sustain themselves.”

A change coming

Margaret continued tostruggle, butin2009
World Vision began working in her com-
munity and inviting families to register
their children for sponsorship. Grace was
registered in 2011. With World Vision’s
community-focused sponsorship model,
forevery child whois sponsored, four more
children benefit, too—notjust ones who’ve
been matched with sponsors. That meant
thatalthough Grace wasn’t sponsored fora
few years, Margaret and her kids received
much-needed support right away—includ-
ing emergency food and help with school
fees, school uniforms, bookbags, and solar
lampstosupport their studies. And another
big change was coming.

In consultation with local leaders,
World Vision had identified access to
clean water as one of the community’s most
urgent needs. That meant finding water
sources, drilling for water, building water
tanks, and installing taps throughout the
community, all of which require time. In
the interim, through a partnership with
Procter & Gamble (P&G), World Vision
was able to provide families with a tem-
porary solution: P&G Purifier of Water
packets, which remove 99.9% of common
waterborne bacteria and viruses from
dirty water.

Grace remembersthe look of the water
after the cleaning. “When we get water
from the old watering point, the water is

a bit reddish, but when you put the P&G
packets, the water becomes colorless.”
Margaret says, “The water was so sweet
... when you take it you feel, yes, you are
taking clean water that is purified.”

What water access means

Globally, World Vision is the largest non-
governmental provider of clean water and
reaches a new person with clean water
every 10 seconds—people just like Grace.

Between 2018 and 2020, World Vision
completed work on a more permanent
water solution for Grace’s community,
installing two water points, including
one at Grace’s school. First they drilled
a borehole, then they laid piping to the
water storage tank.

“When we got the water project
here, our life completely changed,” says
Margaret. Now, instead of two hours, the
walk for waterisjust 15 minutes from their
home. “The diseases that we used to suffer
from also reduced because we could now
access clean water. ... The community is
happy because of that.”

Graceishappy too. “Now that the water
came, we clean our clothesevery day.” And
not only does she go to school clean. Now
she can get there on time.

Seeing potential

Because of her accessto clean water, Grace
began to excel at school, especially in her
favorite subjects of mathematics and
Swahili. She got extra support from her
favorite teacher—Mr. Katana.

1955 1956

21 » Bob Pierce
begins recording
aweekly radio
program broadcast
across the U.S.

and Canada
sharing stories of
missionaries and
Christian workers
meeting the needs
of vulnerable people
around the world.

21 v Child sponsorship
expands to Taiwan
and India.
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A DECADE IN, 13,600 CHILDREN IN

159 ORPHANAGES THROUGHOUT

ASIA, AS WELL AS 170 KOREAN WAR

WIDOWS, ARE BEING CARED FOR BY

WORLD VISION SUPPORTERS.

“He would really encourage me to ...
learn a lot so I would be able to pass the
exams,” says Grace.

Stephen Katana has taught for 15
years at the community’s primary
school. In that time, he’s seen a lot of
changes. When he began teaching here,
the school’s infrastructure had fallen
into disrepair. But through child spon-
sorship funds, World Vision constructed
latrines and handwashing stations at
the school. They also refurbished class-
rooms, installing cement floors, which
helped end an infestation of jiggers—a
type of flea that burrows into people
primarily through their feet—that
plagued the students. These changes
have led to an increase in the number
of students. Five years ago, 274 students
were enrolled. Now that number is 453.

Stephen remembers Grace as “a bold
girl, bright.” But he knew that she faced
many obstacles growing up withoutafather.

“I [would] sit with her [and] try to
counsel her here and there so she put more
effort toward the goal,” he says.

She heeded his words and excelled in
school. Somuch so that she wasrecruited to
aprestigious high school that recruits girls
with the highest grades from across Kenya.

Stephen says, “Because of World Vision,
we are seeing her there. It is a surprise. A
single-parent girl, succeeding to join high
school. It’s not something thatiseasy, espe-
cially [in] our community.”

It’s clear he feels proud of his former
student. “She’s a girl that has a bright

1961

<101 The Korean
Children’s Choir
begins a global
tour, performing
for dignitaries
like President
Eisenhower.

» An evangelism
event takes place
inJapan.
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future,” he says. “WhenIsee her succeed,
in fact it will be a blessing to me. And a
great thanks to the Almighty God.”

ThisisGrace’sfirstyearinhighschool,
and she continues to thrive. Owino Loid,
Grace’sbiology teacher, applauds her hard
work. He explains that most students
have an adjustment period after arriving,
but between her first and second exams
inhisclass, she’sjumped 22 points. “That
showsa very good improvement,” he says.
“Itneedsalot of concentration, commit-
ments, and a lot of consultations [with]
the teachers.” Owino believes that with
Grace’s rising grades, she’s destined for
good things.

Learning to believe

Grace isn’t the only one learning new
things. When World Vision started a
Savings for Transformation (S4T) group
in Margaret’s community, she signed up.

Grace attends a prestigious all-girl high school.

Now she leadsthe group.
Larry Mwendwa,
World Vision’s project
officer for livelihood
and resilience in the
community, explains
that in rural communi-
ties, people don’t readily
have access to banking
systems. That makes
it hard to get loans.
And even if they were
considered for a loan,
they’d lack the neces-
sary collateral to make
them a good loan candidate. That’s why
World Vision establishes these groups in
rural communities like Margaret’s.

At meetings, members contribute
money to a pooled account from which
they canrequest aloan. Most membersuse
their loans for school fees, farm supplies,
or starting or expanding a business.

Margaret started her own business—
raising chickens. “I started the poultry
project after I secured a loan from the
savings group,” she says. “We are now
rearing them with the anticipation that
oncetheyare... grown up, we will be able
tosell.”

But how did Margaret come up with
the idea to start a poultry business? She
and the other S4T members all partici-
patein World Vision’s Biblical Empowered
Worldview training. The curriculum helps
each person understand that they are a
child of God, capable of many wonder-

ful things. This knowledge comes with a
responsibility to care for others and our
environment as stewards of God’s gifts.

“The training ... changed my mind-
set,” Margaret says. “I was able now to put
the lessons that I learned into practice. I
had to come up with a practical project.”
Asshe considered her available resources,
she decided on raising chickens, which
grow quickly, are relatively cheap, and
are easy to care for in the Kenyan climate.
Plus, they would have plenty of water.

Margaret says before her community
got water, she never would have consid-
ered starting a poultry business: “Icould
not have started the business because
water [was] far off and the chickens need
a lot of water to drink.” Access to clean
water marked the beginning of the trans-
formation—and the training Margaret
received through World Vision equipped
her to carry that change forward in her
own life: “It helped me to be courageous
that whenever Istart something, 'm able
tosustainit. ’'mabletoworkonitand 'm
able to succeed.”

Margaretis now raising 112 chickens.
When they reach maturity they’ll lay
eggs, which she can sell for 20 Kenyan
shillings, or about 15 cents. One chicken
sells for 700 Kenyan shillings, around
$5.40, and a rooster for 1,000 Kenyan
shillings, or about $7.75.

Becoming a new creation
There are even more improvements
in Margaret’s home now that clean

water is so accessible. She’s growing
a home garden because she has extra
water for thirsty plants. The home-
grown vegetables mean that she buys
fewer groceries. Where Margaret once
struggled to provide enough food for
the family, now she grows abundant
produce to feed her kids—and improve
their nutrition.

Signs of improved sanitation and
hygiene are evident all around the
home. “We do a lot of handwashing,”
says Margaret. And there’s plenty of
water to wash dishes, too. When she’s
home, Grace helps with this chore as well
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as watering the vegetables and tending
the chickens.

Even better: After the chores, there’s
time for singing and dancing together
as a family. Grace especially loves a song
about butterflies.

In many ways, she and Margaret
seem like butterflies about to emerge
from their cocoons.

Grace studies diligently so she can
achieve her dream of becoming a doctor.
And Margaret is on her way to becoming
asuccessful poultry farmer and achieving
financial freedom after so many years
of struggle. It’s amazing to see the

race and her family now have
time to singand dance.

transformation made possible through the
implementation of that deceptively simple
phrase: “just add water.” @

Tom Costanza works for World Vision
and contributed to this article.

Empower communities like
Grace’s with the gift of clean water.
See the insert between pages

18 and 19, call 1.888.852.4453,

or visit wvmag.org/water25.
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BY KARI COSTANZA

World Vision believes in families because Jesus believes in families.

In Luke 8, when hearing of the death of Jairus’s daughter,
Jesustellsthe grief-stricken father: “Don’t be afraid; just believe,
and she will be healed” (verse 50). And she was.

A strong family gives a child a place to grow in every way,
especially spiritually and in relationship to others.

But most of the children in our programs are part of families
that live in poverty. That’s why, as part of our commitment to
helpingend poverty in our lifetime, we offer programs that equip
families tobuild new futures and provide the strong foundation
achild needs to grow.

One way World Vision works with families is through Biblical
Empowered Worldview, a Bible-based training that helps

Kenyan mother Naidimu
treasures the brief
moments of quiet she
has while feeding her
youngest child, Masela.

participants see themselves and
others in a new way, as people
made in the image of God. In
2024 alone, 425,000 people were
trained in Biblical Empowered
Worldview workshops.

World Vision also strengthens families by paying
special attention to women—including pregnant moth-
ers who need a safe place to deliver their babies and
single moms who need accessto economic opportunities
so they can earn enough to provide for their families.

For families who are struggling, World Vision’s
Celebrating Families program helps parents under-
stand the root causes of marital discord. Participants
revisit their pasts to understand their childhood
experiences and how they have impacted how they
areraising their children. This allows participantsto
make smart choices as they seek to become aware and
respectful of each family member’s different roles,
identities, and realities. Celebrating Families works
to ensure that families World Vision serves enjoy
positive and loving relationships, can have hope and
vision for the future, and become one of the factors
that will allow children to experience the love of God.

Helping families thrive economically, access good
healthcare, and learn to care for one another all make
life better for children. It’s what we believe. ®
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Edinson, age 4, lives with
his grandparents in the Dry
Corridor of Honduras—an
area subject to long periods
of drought. World Vision
trained his grandfather on
how to build a fishpond and
raise tilapia—a project they
enjoy doing together.

In Guatemala, Juana’s
7-year-old son Hamilton,
who is deaf, has struggled
with his schoolwork.

World Vision child
sponsorship ensures he and
his family get the additional
support they need.
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ariaisagood mother. It shows

in her eyes. They sparkle as

she studies her daughters
gathered around the kitchen stove, hot
drinks warming their hands. It can be
heard in her laugh as she listens to them
recount the events of their jam-packed
days: Josselyn, 23, with a baby on the
way; Beverlyn, 21, who runs the family
businesses; and Kimberly, 20, partway
through dental school. Only 5-year-old
Hanny is quiet, nestled in Kimberly’s
arms. It’s been a busy day for Hanny,
tending to her menagerie of stuffed ani-
mals, including her favorite, a soft, purple
turtle named Chanely.

It’s a moment to treasure. For many
years, this Guatemalan family had virtual-
ly nothing. But after joining a World Vision
savings group in 2021, Maria’s world began
to brighten, just as a cracked door lets in
light. With hard work, business training,
seed money, child sponsorship, and chick-
ens from the Gift Catalog, Maria flung that
door wide open.

Today, she has built a new life for her-
self and her children.

A struggle from the start
Maria’s past was painful. “That period of
my life hurts so much,” she says, “and I
thank the Lord for where T have ended up.”
Maria was born in a small town
in western Guatemala. Her parents
divorced and began shuttling the
children back and forth between them.
Maria started working when she was

It’s where dreams begin for a mother and her daughters, around the kitchen stove.
From left, Kimberly holding Hanny, Maria in the left corner, Beverlyn pouring

coffee, and Josselyn, right.

8, struggling to pick corn from stalks
far beyond her reach. She met Carlos
and became pregnant with their son
when she was 14. Child pregnancy was
not uncommon then and continues
to be a problem in Guatemala today.
Guatemala’s National Registry of Persons
reported that between 2018 and 2024,
nearly 15,000 girls under 14 gave birth.
Maria became a statistic.

The challenges of young motherhood

Guatemala is a challenging place to be a
young mother. Pregnant teens drop out
of school. They lack income and access

to healthcare. It’s a difficult place to be
a young wife. A culture of machismo, a
profound sense of masculine pride, keeps
women down. “Back then, we had to ask
our husband even for 25 cents,” Maria
says. “Before, we didn’t have the right
to go to work or to go out without asking
permission.”

While Maria was still in her teens,
Josselyn and Beverlyn were born. She was
only 20 when Kimberly was born. And
then, at 24, she was a single mom. The
differences between Maria and Carlos
had become insurmountable. “There was
amoment when my husband and I split
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up, and I was left with nothing,” she says.

It was 2004. Maria and her children
lived onadirt floor with noindoor plumb-
ing, just a hole in the ground, and often
had very little food. The children would
diptortillasinto a watery soup. “What she
would do was make a bit of broth, like a
soup, and then we'd all have a little plate,
each one, just water with broth, and that’s
how we ate,” says Beverlyn.

Maria and her neighbors used to eat
bread shipped from the closest big city,
Quetzaltenango. It would be eight to 10
days old and spotted with green mold.
“We had to scratch off the mold and
eat it,” says Josselyn. They would dip it
in coffee to hide the taste, which was
like dust.

Beverlyn, left, and Josselyn, right, are
quick to comfort their mother, who has
lived through hard times—a childhood in
extreme poverty, a failed marriage, and life
during COVID-19. But she’s always kept
Christ at the center.

Like many in the area, the family
needed change.

Child sponsorship comes to San Bartolo
Change was on the horizon. World Vision
had started a child sponsorship program
in nearby San Bartolo in 2013 to help chil-
dren and families improve their lives. In
west-central Guatemala, San Bartolo is
stunning withitsred dirt and pine-covered
hills, mornings and evenings draped in a
blanket of fog. The mountain roads that
connect San Bartolo to Quetzaltenango,
90 minutes away, are winding and steep,
crowded with brightly colored buses—
many of them retired, repainted school
buses from the U.S.

Child sponsorship programs operate
for 10 to 15 years in communities with
thousands of children sponsored by
donors who give monthly. Those funds
are pooled, allowing sponsors to fund
long-term, sustainable projects that the
community decides on in partnership
with World Vision experts. When child
sponsorship began in San Bartolo, there
wasmuchtodo. Childrenintheareaneed-
ed access to clean water, nutritious food,
and healthcare. Their parents longed for
meaningful jobs that allowed them to earn
and save money.

Sponsorship strengthens families

Child sponsorship programs promote
savings groups for parents. World Vision
trains savings group members to save
and lend money to one another. Groups

of about two dozen meet regularly and
form strong bonds by trusting each other
with their finances. Banks, which require
collateral, are often not an option for peo-
ple like Maria who don’t own anything.

Once Maria’s savings group was up and
running, World Vision gave each member
24 hens. The hens changed Maria’s world.

“It was news I couldn’t believe,” she
says. “The hens came—24 hens. And then
after the 24 hens, I kept adding more and
more until I had 100 hens.” With sales
from the eggs, Maria started a grocery
store in a little wooden building next to
their house. That year, they began to build
anew house, replacing the dirt floors with
cement. For Maria, the sky seemed to be
the limit, except for a virus that had rolled
like thunder around the world.

By 2022, COVID-19 had shut down
life in Guatemala.

A global pandemic
“The pandemic took all the businesses
down,” says Maria. “There was no
way we could produce incomes.” In
Guatemala, COVID-19 drove food
prices up and lowered incomes. The
family relied on stock from their grocery
store. “We grabbed things from the store
for a year or [so] until we realized the
supplies were finishing,” says Beverlyn.
“I remember it was a hard time. We
couldn’t buy anything anywhere.”

The entire family fell ill except for
Maria’s mother. “She lived separately,”
says Beverlyn, “so she came to give us
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all-natural medicines. She didn’t wantus
to be taken to the hospital because here in
Guatemala, when people had COVID-19,
they would go to the hospitalsjust to die.”

Maria’s oldest daughter, Josselyn,
says softly, “I felt desperation. I saw
how many families lost family members,
and [ understand it is one of the biggest
things someone could suffer.” Josselyn
watched as life around her closed down.
“Education was limited. It affected us,”
she says. “It was also hard for business.
Livelihoods were reduced, and it was a
really tough moment.”

The challenges posed by the new
reality of life during COVID-19 required
anew way of thinking.

A new worldview

World Vision’s work in San Bartolodid not
stop during the COVID-19 pandemic and
its aftermath. It was needed then more
than ever. In 2023, staff began offering
classesin Biblical Empowered Worldview.
In a country with 37 volcanoes, Biblical
Empowered Worldview was a tectonic
shift in mindset for people who grew up
thinking they’d always be poor.

World Vision teaches Biblical
Empowered Worldview in 46 countries
around the world. Hundreds of
thousands of people like Maria learn
in week-long Bible-based classes how
they were made in the image of God.
How to work together to achieve new
dreams. Food and Nutrition Facilitator

working with World Vision during
COVID-19 and is a staunch believer in
Biblical Empowered Worldview. “It tells
families that they are not poor,” he says.
“They need guidance on how to use their
wealth in the community.”

But there was a challenge in forming
women’s groups: machismo. “Sometimes
it was hard at the beginning,” he says.
“Husbands didn’t allow their wives to
go to the group.” Victor’s work was met
with jealousy and suspicion. “They didn’t
want their wives near a man,” he says. So
Victor met with the husbands. “Thelped
them see that it was my job,” he says. “I
asked them to give me a chance to see
the work I was doing with their wives.”

One year later, jealousy and suspi-
cion were replaced by acceptance and
enthusiasm. Women now clamor to
join savings groups and learn Biblical
Empowered Worldview. “And now even
their husbands want to be part of the
groups,” Victor says. He’s allowed men
to join, but not so many that the men’s
voices overpower the women’s. “Maybe
three or four out of 25,” he says. “That’s
why I limit the number of men in the
group, so we have a female majority.”
In Maria’s community, 700 people are
now part of savings groups. One group
has already saved $10,000.

But even with Biblical Empowered
Worldview training, with stock from
the grocery store running low during
COVID-19, Maria and her family were

Chickens bring change

In 2023, 24 more chickens arrived—
donated through World Vision’s Gift
Catalog, which gives donors a chance to
give life-changing items to families in
need, with donation amounts ranging
from $10 to $15,000. Options include
farm animals, clean water systems, eco-
nomicempowerment services, healthcare
support, emergency food, clothing and
school supplies, and more. “When the
Gift Catalog chickens came, it was a great
moment,” says Maria. “It helped usin the
right moment to move forward.” And
with the gift came invaluable training
from World Vision staff.

“When the Gift Catalog project came,
they taught us how to take care of our
chickens—the medicine we should give
them,” she says.

Now, they had protein daily. “We ate
eggs for breakfast, lunch, and dinner,”
says Beverlyn. “Then we had a surplus.
People were able to buy eggs from us. My
mom sold them to stores.”

By 2024, Maria and the family had
grown the flock to 200, so many that they
moved the chickens into the old grocery
store and built a new grocery store next
door. Maria bought pigs with the money
she made from selling chickens and eggs.
And she didn’t stop there. Next to the
grocery store, she started a much-needed
business—a hair salon. Beverlyn would
runit.

The only problem: Beverlyn didn’t
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Hanny and Maria in their sturdy chicken coop with some of the Gift Catalog

Victor Manuel Chaclan Pech, 25,began  in trouble. know how to cut hair. chickens that got the family through COVID-19.
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Businesses boom

Maria bought clippers for her daugh-

“Ireally didn’t know how to cut hair, but
I started cutting hair,” says Beverlyn,
laughing. For the first few months,
she practiced on her neighbor, a very
patient man. “If it had been someone
else, he would have been annoyed with
me, but that person was there with me,
supporting me, allowing me to use his

ter, but Beverlyn needed more. Shejoined
World Vision’s Youth Ready program,
which prepares young people to enter
the workforce. “There, they taught me
how to cut men’s hair. There, they also
taught me how to cut women’s hair, to
apply dyes, also to do the nails a little,”
she says. Beverlyn learned critical soft

Above: Beverlyn and
Mariain the grocery store,
which is packed with
everything, including
asmall pharmacy that

the family would like to
expand. Their bakery is
next door.

Right: Beverlyn can now
cut, style, and color hair,
having taken classes from
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Maria gets a believer

Maria was determined to start a bakery, and
World Vision provided the seed money. The
family was tired of eating moldy bread and
watching their neighbors suffer. “Ibelieved in
Mariabecause I really saw in her the desire to
improve herself, to get ahead at some point,”
says Victor. With the seed money, Maria
installed big ovens to make the bread and
bought a mixer. But like Beverlyn’s first hair-
cuts, the results were disappointing. “When
I tasted the bread, I felt that something was
missing,” says Victor. Maria felt like giving
up, but Victor pushed her on. “We looked for a
very experienced instructor,” says Victor, who
would stop by the bakery after work to see how
things were going. The instructor taught Maria

Next to the grocery store is the bakery, where Maria consults with
World Vision’s food and nutrition security facilitator, Victor Manuel
Chaclan Pech. He’s never stopped believing in Maria.

new recipes. “And now the bakery is a success,” says Victor.
The bakery hasbeen so successful that Maria has been think-
ing about transportation. Her beloved pickup truck might get a
companion. “My dream is to make the bakery so big that we have
a van to go and deliver bread to the communities and provide
jobs for other people,” says Maria. “That [Beverlyn] isno longer
the one who bakes the bread, but rather that she isnow in charge
ofthe staff.” Training in Biblical Empowered Worldview taught
Maria to dream big and use her gifts to benefit the community.
By mid-morning, the aroma of baked goods wafts next door
to the grocery store and the hair salon and around the corner

hair, even though I messed it up, and skills as well. “They taught me to provide World Vision’s Youth to Maria’s house, a heavenly fragrance and a gentle reminder.
g p ytaug p y irag g
he would say to me, ‘It doesn’t matter, better service to my customers.” Ready program. No one in Maria’s community will ever have to eat moldy
the hair grows back.” The bakery came next. bread again.
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Maria posts letters from Hanny’s sponsor family on a refrigerator
she purchased at a thrift shop—the first she’s ever owned.

The gift of Hanny

Five years ago, a young pregnant woman
stopped by and asked Maria alife-altering
question. Would she take her unborn child?
Mariasaid yes. That answer may have saved
Hanny’slife. “Ifound out later that thislady
was going to pay for a car to take her there
by a big river so that no one would know
that the baby was hers,” she says.

The family was surprised when Maria
brought Hanny home. “At first, I didn’t
believe she was going to bring a girl
home,” says Beverlyn. “When I saw her,
I thought my mom was going to love her
more than us. But she stole our hearts.
She is everything to us. She had no one.
But now she has us.”

In 2022, Hanny also became a spon-

75 YEARS OF BELIEF

The letters help remind Hanny of how
much sheisloved. “Iwant her tobe loved
by many people. [want her to be loved by
people abroad,” she says. “There is going
to be a moment when she finds out her
reality. Idon’t want her to be hurt. Iwant
her to feel loved by everyone.”

Hanny’s sponsors also send Special
Gifts, which Maria can use to buy her
clothes and things that bring her joy,
like stuffed animals. Maria is grateful.
“I have no words to thank them,” she
says. “They are doing a lot for my child.
Iam speechless. I would have
nothing but to bless their
lives. They are sowing in my
child’s life.”

Maria knows that child
sponsorship is foundational to
her community, that there are
now health centers, latrines,
and handwashing stations,
and that other children are
loved like Hanny. “There
are many other children that
are being supported through
sponsorship,” she says. “Iwant
to thank them for sowing and

of us,” she says, her hands resting on the
bulge beneath her sweater. Josselyn’s baby
is coming soon, and she is nervous and
excited. She will be a single mother like
Maria. Her husband recently left her, and
the thought of him brings her to tears.
Now, she depends on her family even
more, especially her mother. “She has
been my inspiration, my admiration, and
my example,” she says. “She is a loving
mother, and in the situation I am in, she
has not left me. On the contrary, she is
teaching me to overcome it and to become

sored child through World Vision. The
family who sponsors Hanny sends let-
ters and pictures. Many sponsors keep
pictures of their sponsored children on
their refrigerators so they can remember
to pray for them. Maria does the same,
keepingletters from Hanny’s sponsors on
the refrigerator door. “I want Hanny to
always remember her sponsors,” she says.

planting in my community.”
Of all the miracles Maria

hasexperienced in the last five

years, Hanny is the ultimate.

Christ at the center

Another miracle is on the way,
and Josselyn is grateful to God.
“He protected us. He took care

independent, especially with my baby
on the way.”

Josselyn had been going to nursing
school but dropped out when she became
pregnant. “It was during COVID when I
saw the families and what they’d gone
through that I was inspired to become
anurse,” she says. “I wanted to support
them when they were passing through
these problems. Many of them were alone
when they were sick or when they lost a
family member. I wanted to be there for
them.” Because strong women surround

Hanny shows treasured letters from her sponsors to Irma Reynosa Matzar,
who works with World Vision’s Strong Women Strong World® program.
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2003 global health and

» After lobbying development

from World Vision initiative in history,

and other faith- saving 25 million

based organizations, lives over the next

the bipartisan U.S. 20 years.

1111)1tla%ve P,EPFAR » The Clean

e elan Diamonds Act,
e supported by World

fgr AIDS Relief) is Vision, is signed

signed into law. It into law, stopping

will go on to become the U.S. import of

the most successful

“blood diamonds”
from rebel-controlled
African mines.

2004

00 » A massive
earthquake in the
Indian Ocean triggers
atsunami on the

day after Christmas,
killing approximately
230,000 people.

World Vision 2005

responds in multiple » Faith in Action

countries. Study Bible

» Partnering with pubhshed'ln a

U.S. pastors partnership between

World Vision World Vision and

launches Hope Tours Zondervan.

to raise awareness

and funding for HIV 0> In t},le, us.,

and AIDS. World Vision
responds to
Hurricane Katrina.

» The Child 2006
Ambassador 1 » Team World
volunteer program Vision officially
begins, inviting WORLD VISION launches, engaging
American SpOnsors to "BECOMES THE runners, walkers,
promote sponsorship —_— and other athletes
in their communities WORLD FOOD to fundraise for
and networks. PROGRAMME'S poverty eradication.
LARGEST NGO » Menlo Park Church
PARTNER. begins assembling
hygiene kits for
AIDS caregivers.

2007

» Faith in Action
campaign kit equips
U.S. churches, an
experiential AIDS
exhibit travels
throughout the
U.S.,and ayouth
Bible curriculum

is provided to
former Eastern Bloc
countries.
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her, Josselyn knows nursing isn’t just a
dream. She will make it happen.
Beverlyn wants to become a lawyer. “I
want to be a lawyer because I have seen in
our country there are many older people.
Many times, their own children take
everything away from them,” she says. “I
want justice for the elders. I want to help
older people to have a good life.” Beverlyn
would be the first lawyer in the community.
Maria’s firstborn, Carlos, 25, is
married with a daughter. He’s a dentist
in Quetzaltenango. Kimberly is following
in his footsteps at a dental school in the
same city as her brother. Only she won’t
stay there. She’ll come back home. “There
are no dentists here,” says Kimberly. “My
dream is to be the first dentist here and
help people who really need it.”
Borrowing money from her savings
group, Maria has recently finished a
three-floor, five-bedroom, three-bath-
room home for the family. She easily pays
onaloan 0f4,000 Guatemalan quetzals,
about $519 per month, with the profits
from her businesses. Remarkably, she
can do so when the average income for
Guatemalansis $6.85 per day, about $200
per month. The house is quite a departure
from the dirt floor on which they used to
live, with an indoor courtyard where the
family can set up long tables for meals.
The downstairs kitchen is big but still
cozy when the stove is lit with firewood.
There’san electric stove as well. Each bed-
room hasadouble bed and tall wardrobes
for clothes. There are bathrooms with

Hanny, Beverlyn, Maria, and Josselyn have so much to celebrate.
With the help of God, this family is breaking the cycle of poverty.

75 YEARS OF BELIEF
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showers on each floor. When Kimberly
finishes dental school in three years, the
room in the front will be converted into
adentist’s office.

And Hanny? A life replete with love
and laughter, with more stuffed animals
to come. As she rests in her mother’s
arms, there is nothing for her to fear, and
that’s how childhood should be.

“At breakfast, we talk about what we
dream of, what we want to do, and how
it’s been going,” says Maria. Kimberly
talks about life at university, and Beverlyn
tellsthem what’shappeningat the grocery
store, the beauty salon, and the bakery.
Josselyn talks about her pregnancy and
possible names for the baby—Moses
or David for a boy, Madisson for a girl.
Maria reminds the girls what matters
most: keeping Christ at the center. “I
always tell them to put God first because
without God, we are nothing,” she says.
Maria’s daughterslisten. They know she
is extraordinary. You can see it in their
eyes and hear it in their laughter.

Maria is a good mother. ®

Empower families like Maria’s to leave poverty in
the past through your gift of chickens.

See the insert between pages 18 and 19, call
1.888.852.4453, or visit wvmag.org/chickens25.
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» Communications » World Vision
Officer Margaret hosts the first Youth
Alerotek, a Empowerment
former sponsored Summit in

child from Gulu, Washington,
petitions the Lord’s D.C., empowering
Resistance Army dozens of young

to resume peace Americans to speak
talks. They agree, out on behalf of their
but a few months communities’ needs.
later Margaret is

poisoned to death.

2009

<O Guideposts
magazine turns

its Knit for Kids
program over

to World Vision

to expand the
program’s reach.
Participants knit
blankets and warm-
weather clothes for
World Vision to
distribute to children
in need.

» Rich Stearns’s
book Zte Holein
Our Gospelisacall
to action for the
U.S. church.

» Pastor and author
Max Lucado travels
to Ethiopia to see how
child sponsorship
helps provide

clean water to
communities.

2010

» When a magnitude
7.0 earthquake
strikes Haiti and kills
an estimated 220,000
people, World Vision
responds and helps
communities recover.

» Church Partnership
for Child Well-Being
project launches.

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE

GREAT RECESSION,
WORLD VISION
LAUNCHES ITS FIRST
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN,

FOR EVERY CHILD,
AIMING TO EMPOWER
20 MILLION PEOPLE

WORLDWIDE WITH

LIFE-CHANGING
RESOURCES.

2011

» “Journey to Jamaa”
film deepens
congregations’
understanding of the
impact of AIDS.

» My World

Vision launches,
providing sponsors
information, photos,
and videos online
and enabling email
communication

for sponsors.

<1 World Vision
responds after
atornado tears
through Joplin,
Missouri.

» World Vision
responds to the

earthquake and
tsunami in Japan.

» Purifier of Water
packets, developed
by Dr. Philip Souter
and produced by

Procter & Gamble,
are employed by
World Vision during
cholera epidemics in
Haiti and Zimbabwe,
enabling hundreds
of thousands of
people to get safe
drinking water.

v
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BY KARI COSTANZA

World Vision believes in communities.

In Matthew 18, Jesus tells the disciples the story of the man who
has lost a sheep. “And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier
about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander
off. In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any
of these little ones should perish” (verses 13-14).

The sstoryillustrates one of the reasons World Vision works with
communities to keep children safe. This may seem paradoxical
becauseit’sastorythatreflects God’sdeep investmentinindividuals.
But in our work to help ensure that every child can experience the
fullness of life God offers, it’s often the local community—the
99—that are best equipped to identify those individuals who are
“lost”—whose needs, whether physical or spiritual, aren’t being met.

In Monrovia, California,
World Vision volunteers
distribute relief supplies

to families impacted by
wildfires that swept across
the Los Angeles metropolitan
area, destroying more than
17,000 homes. To date,
World Vision has supported
at least 45,000 people with
emergency supplies.

Partnering with communities,
through their churches, leaders,
and local governments, is one of
our most effective strategies.

Since2011, we’vereached 37.5
million people in communities
with clean water, equipped 30 million with household sanitation,
and empowered 45 million to improve their hygiene. Our water
points last because World Vision equips community members
to maintain them.

Through our work in nearly 1,000 communities around
the world, we help people prepare for and respond quickly
to emergencies that threaten children’s lives. We also equip
community members, through programs such as Citizen Voice
and Action, to advocate for themselves and to recognize problems
that need solving, especially issues involving children.

As the World Food Programme’s largest nongovernmental
partner, we work with local communities and through global
partnerships to make sure communities have food.

Inthe U.S, we partner with corporate donors, volunteers,
churches, community organizations, and other faith-based
organizations to send truckloads of relief supplies for dis-
tribution in emergencies. World Vision also sends pastors
to pray with people.

Toinvestinacommunityistoinvestinthelife ofachild. Inthe
same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these
little ones should perish. ®

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: ANDREW SILK/GENESIS PHOTOS; JON WARREN/WORLD VISION; LAURA REINHARDT/ WORLD VISION

Women in Mbuyuni,
Tanzania, winnow beans

as part of their growing
farming businesses. With
support from World Vision’s
economic empowerment
programs, families in the
community are building
sustainable incomes and

brighter futures.

Bangladeshi teens meet at
monthly child forum meetings
where they can bring up issues
facing the community and how
they’d like to address them.

v

2012 » Strong Women 2013
» World Vision Strong World® is 1 » World Vision
responds to established to raise president Rich
Hurricane Sandy, awareness and Stearns visits a
ultimately reaching resources for work Syrian refugee
more than 49,000 aimed at overcoming camp in Jordan
people with nearly hardships unique to and meets Haya, a
$2.5 million worth of women and girls. 10-year-old girl who
relief supplies. . ours her feelings
o > Bestselling . ipnto asongand ¢
author Debbie letter for Rich. He
I\ﬁagomber k?ecomes carries the letter and
the international quotes her for five
spokesperson for
World Vison’s Knit

for Kids program.

years, calling on the
church to care about
the people fleeing
war-torn Syria. It
will ultimately help
raise $50 million for
our Syrian refugee
response.

» World Vision
helps survivors

of the Oklahoma
tornadoes, reaching
more than 15,500
people.

» Former President
Bill Clinton and his
daughter, Chelsea,
tour a World Vision
water project in
Rwanda, where
our partnership
with Procter &

Gamble has helped
communities get
clean water.

2014

» When tens of
thousands of
children arrive at
the U.S. border
unaccompanied
by their parents,
World Vision
partners with U.S.
churches to ensure

children’s basic
needs are met.

» Team World
Vision hosts its first
annual Global 6K for
Water® event.

» World Vision
and Procter &
Gamble celebrate
the billionth liter
of clean water
delivered through
their partnership.

2015

» World Vision’s

For Every Child
campaign surpasses
itsinitial goal and
reaches more than

25 million people,
halfofthem children,
injust five years.

4 MILLION
CHILDREN

HAVE BEEN
SPONSORED.

» World Vision
achieves the
distinction of
being the largest

MORE THAN

nongovernmental
provider of clean
water in the
developing world.

» World Vision

and Sesame Street
(Sesame Workshop)
begin a partnership
for the WASH

UP! initiative to
empower children
with lifesaving
sanitation and
hygiene habits.
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FATIOTA BEULA HAD EVERY REASON TO FEEL
that life had turned against her.

It was 1984, and the relentless drought
devastating northern Mozambique’s Tete
province had driven her from her home
and taken the life of her malnourished
baby, the youngest of her three children.
She’d also lost her husband, who left in
the midst of the crisis, unable to bear the
hunger closing in on their family.

“All thatisleft forustodoiscry,” shesaid.

Stories like Fatiota’s are heartbreak-
ingly common. Years of conflict and failed

QOéd.@

BY SEVIL OMER

rains pushed millions of people to the edge
of starvation in Mozambique, especially in
the provinces of Tete, Sofala, and Manica.
Food was scarce in nearly every corner of
thislong, narrow nation along southeast-
ern Africa’s coast.

Tomuch of the world, reaching the most
vulnerable felt nearly impossible.

As the crisis deepened, World Vision
and the World Food Programme joined
forcestodeliver lifesaving food assistance.

That’s how World Vision staff met
Fatiota. She had been invited to Matundo,

Women carry
50-kilogram
(110-pound) sacks of
sorghum and pulses
during a World
Food Programme-—
supported food
distribution organized
by World Vision in
drought-affected
Turkana, Kenya.

asmall camp near the city of Tete.
“Taccepted their offer because we were
terribly hungry and had nowhere to go.”
At Matundo, she and her two daughters
received shelter and warm massa, a thick
porridge made of maize, prepared from
World Vision’s first 11-ton food delivery.
For Fatiota, the massa did more than fill
her stomach. It restored ameasure of peace.
“We were suffering and dying for lack
of food,” she told World Vision’s John
Hatton, who reported her story back in
1984. “Now you are helping us. Iwant you

JON WARREN/WORLD VISION
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to tell your people that we are thankful.”
That delivery would usher in some-

thing greater—a legacy of exponential

impact in the fight against hunger.

A story of multiplication
“How many loaves do you have?”

Faced with thousands of hungry and
tired people, Jesus asked His disciples that
very question. The answer—a handful of
loaves and a few small fish—became more
than enough.

At World Vision, we have witnessed
something similar unfold again and again

World Food Programme Executive Director Cindy
McCain visits the Jewi Refugee Camp in Ethiopia’s
Gambella region, where World Vision, with World
Food Programme support, delivers monthly food
aid to South Sudanese refugees, most of whom are
children. The partnership ensures food security and
stability for some of the most vulnerable families.

for millions of people in places affected
by disasters. What begins as a donor’s
generous gift multiplies into something
far greater: a partnership that not only
feeds the hungry for a day but builds
the capacities of communities to feed
themselves for generations.

For more than 30 years, World Vision
and the World Food Programme have
worked side by side to end hunger.
Together, we have reached tens of millions
of children, distributing meals, restoring
dignity, and creating opportunities.

From remote, isolated towns to
communities scarred by
conflict and disaster, this
collaboration has brought
hope in the form of warm
school lunches, nutrition for
malnourished children, and
tools to help families prepare
for the next crisis—and the
one after that.

“This partnership goes
beyond delivering food—it’s
about survival, protection, and
therightofevery child tolivea
life of dignity and hope,” says
Margaret Schuler, senior vice
president and chief impact
officer for World Vision.

Alegacy of impact

Mozambique was not the
only country to experience
a food crisis in the 1980s.
Ethiopia faced a devastating

famine that shocked the world. World
Vision, present in the country since 1971,
responded before the global community
fully grasped the scale of the emergency.
Alongside the World Food Programme,
we airdropped food supplies to remote
communities and opened emergency
feeding centers to help save the lives of
starving children. We also supported
families through the long road to
recovery: planting seedlings, building
nurseries, constructing schools and
clinics, creating jobs, and laying water
pipelines. These efforts combined
to meet emergency needs and set the
foundation for long-term food security.

In the early 1990s, as humanitarian
needs again surged, World Vision and
the World Food Programme formalized
their collaboration around a shared goal:
ending hunger in all its forms.

That commitment has since been test-
ed repeatedly by some of the world’s most
devastating crises—and still endures.

In1998, Hurricane Mitch tore through
Central America, striking Honduras and
Nicaragua with deadly force. In 2001,
a massive earthquake rocked India’s
Gujarat state, killing more than 20,000
people. Then, in 2004, an earthquake in
the Indian Ocean triggered a catastrophic
tsunami that swept across 14 countries,
including Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and
Thailand, claiming nearly 230,000 lives
and leaving countless people in need of
food, shelter, and water.

But hunger’s grip extends beyond nat-

DANIEL KEFELA/WORLD VISION
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World Vision and World Food Programme projects in 2024

11.9M

people reached
(incl. 7M children)

WESTERN AFRICA 2

MIDDLE EAST & EASTERN EUROPE
394,376 PEOPLE

962,457 PEOPLE

194

projects

implemented ‘,v

LATIN'AMERICA & THE CARIBBEA
140,915 PEOPLE

NUMBERS IN ORANGE
REPRESENT PEOPLE
REACHED THROUGH OUR
HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS

ural disasters. Across Africa, the Middle
East, and parts of Asiaand Latin America,
conflict and prolonged droughts have
been frequent drivers of hunger crises,
slowly creating conditions that rob fam-
ilies of their food, income, and stability.
In 2002, drought plunged Zimbabwe,
Malawi, and Mozambique into crisis,
affecting 14 million people. In Darfur,
conflict and mass displacement starting
in 2003 created famine-like conditions.
And today, tens of millions of people
around the world continue to face the
harsh realities of acute hunger, includ-
ing many children at risk of starvation.

\.b.o;q

¥,

EASTERNAFRICA
6.582.009 PEOPLE

ASIA PACIFIC
46J,197-PEOPLE

SOUTHERN AFRICA
2,383,780 PEOPLE

WORLD VISION
FIELD OPERATIONS

In each of these challenging chap-
ters, World Vision and the World Food
Programme stood side by side with com-
munities in need—bringing food and
helping restore communities.

Today, World Vision is the World Food
Programme’s largest nongovernmental
partner, a position we’ve held since 2005.

“For more than 30 years, the World
Food Programme and World Vision have
shared a deep commitment to ending
global hunger. Our enduring partnership,
which spans more than 30 countries,
has enabled us to provide lifesaving
food assistance to millions of people

WORLD VISION=—-
WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME
PARTNERSHIP COUNTRIES

in desperate need while supporting
longer-term food security with joint
school feeding and food for assets
programs,” says Cindy McCain, executive
director of the World Food Programme.
“World Vision’s teams on the ground
are often the local experts, with the
knowledge and relationships that enable
us to be effective together. United by our
beliefin a future free from hunger, we will
continue standing shoulder to shoulder
with the world’s most vulnerable people.”

In 2024 alone, our partnership sup-
ported over 11.9 million people. Over half
of them—7 million—were children.

2016

WORLD VISION
LAUNCHES
THE EVERY LAST ONE
CAMPAIGN, AN 8-YEAR,

$1 BILLION CAMPAIGN

TO EQUIP 60 MILLION
PEOPLE WITH
RESOURCES TO

LIFT THEMSELVES OUT
OF POVERTY.

2017 » World Vision’s

» World Vision U.S. office develops
responds to multiple the Matthew 25
massive hurricanes, Challenge,
including Harvey aweeklong

in Texas, Irma in discipleship tool for
Florida, and Maria churches.

in Puerto Rico.

» World Vision

responds to mass

displacement of the

Rohingya people

from Myanmar to

Bangladesh.

WORLD VISION IS
REACHING ONE
NEW PERSON EVERY

10 SECONDS
WITH CLEAN WATER.

2018

<101 Menlo Park
Church celebrates
assembling the
millionth kit—
marking 13 years of
partnership with
World Vision.

1 » Edgar Sandoval Sr.
becomes president of
World Vision.

2019

01 » World Vision
flips the script on
child sponsorship
and launches
Chosen®, where

for the first time,
children get to select
their sponsor.

» World Vision
convenes a Pastors
Gathering in the
U.S., which becomes
an annual event.
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AsWorld Vision respondsto the current
global hunger crisis, we continue to believe
that with God, all things are possible.

“While the crisis is immense, the
possibility of ending hunger and nutrition-
related crises once and for all remains
within reach,” says Mary Njeri, director of
World Vision’s Global School Meals.

Loaves and fishes, multiplied

Just as Jesus multiplied the loaves and
fish to feed the multitude, our collective
efforts have grown beyond what seemed
possible when we’ve worked together.

World Vision’s deep local presence
and comprehensive programming
in communities all over the world,
combined with the World Food
Programme’s expansive reach, have
created a transformative impact—far
greater than either could have achieved
alone. With the World Food Programme,
our private donors’ contributions
have often been multiplied tenfold—
extending the reach of every gift.

We’ve linked school meals to long-
term nutrition plans, implemented food-
for-assets projects that have restored
lands, and provided emergency aid that
isaccompanied by access to clean water,
health and nutrition, child protection,
peacebuilding efforts, and more.

“I’ve served in World Vision since
1999 in multiple African countries where
WEFP has been one of our biggest and best
donors,” says Edward Brown, vice pres-
ident of Humanitarian and Emergency

Affairs for World Vision’s U.S. office.
“The food and global logistics capacity
they provide combines with the resources
we raise from the American people and
19 other fundraising offices in Australia,
Canada, Asia, and Europe to make usthe
largest Christian direct distributor of food
in the world. That has saved countless
lives and is more important now than
ever with so many governments cutting
aid budgets.”

More than daily bread

In 2023, at Bay Regional Hospital in
Baidoa, Somalia, 2-year-old Fadumo lay
in critical condition.

World Vision communicator Gwayi
Patrick, who was based in Kenya at the
time, wrote about Fadumo: “My heart
broke as Ilooked at her wasted body.”

The hospital was overcrowded. Pints
of blood hung from poles. Machines
beeped from every corner, and hunger
filled the air.

“Hunger is cruel, manifesting so
strongly that I saw it unfolding before
my eyes,” he wrote.

And yet, faced with the desperation,
he also saw God’s grace.

“Haunted by the memories of
Somalia’s 2011 famine that claimed
260,000 lives, I feared we were heading
down the same path,” Gwayi said.
“But thanks to God, and the agile, life-
sustaining partnership between WFP
and World Vision, assistance came just
in time for those in need. Together, we

pushed back hunger and brought hope
where it was all but lost.”

Transformational aid

Food aid today is more than distributing
rations; itisabout equipping familiesand
communities for long-term resilience.
With support from World Vision and the
World Food Programme, communities
are building lasting solutions—from
irrigation systems to school gardens
and public works.

In Burkina Faso and Myanmar,
families access food and other
assistance to prevent malnutrition
and protect livelihoods. In Malawi,
farmers have transformed dry land into
fertile farmland through irrigation. In
Somalia, sustainable practices and tools
are helping farmers grow nutritious
crops on larger plots.

In over 20 countries, school meals
delivered in partnership with govern-
ments and the World Food Programme
help nourish children while supporting
their education.

Savings-and-loan groups are also
embedded in many programs, enabling
families to withstand future shocks, invest
in businesses, and improve nutrition.

Beyond on-the-ground programs,
World Vision and the World Food
Programme also advocate for famine
prevention and stronger food systems
that address the root causes of hunger,
enabling children not just to survive, but
to thrive.

NYEIN THAW HTOO/WORLD VISION

75 YEARS OF BELIEF

Smiles follow the distribution of essential food aid—rice and fortified blended food—
by World Vision and the World Food Programme to earthquake-affected families in

Mandalay, Myanmar, in 2025.

With food security, peace hasa chance
to take hold.

In 2020, the World Food Programme
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for its
efforts to end hunger, promote peace in
conflict-affected areas, and prevent the
use of hunger as a weapon of war. It was
arecognition of the critical link between
food access and stability.

Beliefin action
In2024, World Vision President and CEO
Edgar Sandoval Sr. traveled to Chad to
meet families displaced by conflict in
Sudan. There, he saw malnourished
children clinging to life.

“In times of crisis and conflict, hun-
ger is often one of the most immediate

and devastating consequences, especial-
ly for children. And it can have lifelong
impacts on their future,” Edgar says.
“With refugee families at the Sudan-
Chad border, I witnessed some of the
worst conditions for children’s survival
thatIhave ever seen. It was heartbreak-
ingto see that level of suffering, especial-
ly as we think of each of these children
as precious in God’s sight.”

Moments like that raise deep
questions for all of us who follow Jesus:
questions about suffering, endurance,
and where to find hope when the world’s
problems feel overwhelming. Edgar once
shared one of those questions with former
South Carolina Governor and World Food
Programme Executive Director David

Beasley: “How do you keep hope alive
when hunger seems endless?”

David’s response was clear.

“Jesus did not suggest loving our
neighbor—He commanded it. If we
believe in the Almighty, then loving our
neighbor is how we love God.

“I’ve been to some of the world’s
hardest places. And even in war-torn
rubble, a child can emerge—bright-eyed,
full of life.

“Like a flower in the desert. That’s
who we’re fighting for: to give that child
hope, a future, and a relationship with
the Almighty.”

That is the message we carry forward,
not just in times of disaster, but every
day, in every place where hunger threat-
ens a child’s life and future.

Eveninthe hardest placestobea child,
hope can bloom. Every gift, no matter
how small, becomes part of a greater
story. Together, we multiply hope. ®

Lauren Zimmerman works for World
Vision and contributed to this article.

Help provide food for people who
are hungry. See the insert between
pages 18 and 19, call 1.888.852.4453,
or visit wvmag.org/hunger25.
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2020

21 » World Vision
responds to the
COVID-19 pandemic
in every country
where we work
around the world.

2021

OVER THE COURSE OF OUR
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME,
WORLD VISION HAS REACHED
OVER II.5 MILLION PEOPLE
WITH LIFESAVING FOOD AID IN
31 COUNTRIES.

»30 Hour Famine 2022

celebrates 30 years » World Vision

and more than responds to war in
6 million students Ukraine through
fasting to raise money relief programs in
for children who are Romania, Moldova,
hungry. Georgia, and

» World Vision Ukraine.

partners with » In response to
local churches agrowing global
and businesses in hunger crisis,
Kentucky to help World Vision
people affected by launches its largest

deadly tornadoes.

humanitarian 2023
undertaking ever,

with the initial

aim of reaching THE EVERY LAST
22 million people in ONE CAMPAIGN
25 of the hardest-hit SURPASSES ITS
countries with food GOAL, RAISING
and other critical MORE THAN

resources. In 2022
alone, more than
15.5 million people
are reached.

$1 BILLION AND
IMPACTING THE
LIVES OF MORE
THAN 70 MILLION
PEOPLE.

1> After the
deadliest U.S.
wildfire in more
than a century
devastates Maui,
World Vision
partners with
local churches and
organizations to
provide reliefto
people affected.

» World Vision
launches the largest
campaign inits
history, Everyone
Needs a Believer®,
with a goal to equip
300 million people
by 2030 with
resources to lift
themselves out of
extreme poverty.
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Thank you for your faithfulness—even when you doubted you
were making an impact, even when your finances seemed too
tight to continue giving, even when you were overwhelmed with
crises in your life, even when your faith wavered.

Thankyou forbelievingin children, families,and communities
alongside us and being part of this life-changing work.

God has used each and every single individual, church,
organizational, government, and community partner to impact
change for His glory.

We give thanks for all that God has done the past 75 years.

We look forward to all that He will continue to do in the lives
of so many people around the world.

JustasBob Pierce obeyed God’s calling decades ago, as we move
into thisnew era of World Vision’s ministry, we're still responding
in obedience.

We don’t know what the next 75 years will hold, but for at
least the next five, we are following His lead as we take a leap of
faith to equip 300 million men, women, and children in more
than 70 countries with life-changing resources to help them lift
themselves out of poverty and experience fullness of life.

We look forward to continuing this bold adventure of belief
alongside you. ®

ARLENE BAX/WORLD VISION

Every day,in
communities all

over the world,

World Vision staff like
Celia CerdaVasquez,
Whoservesasarcgional
manager in Peru, :
are there alongside
children and families,

“working to make

communities better

+ * places—motivated by
. thelove of Jesus and

propelled by the prayers
of partners like you.

RS OF BELIEF

2024 » World Vision
responds to
Hurricanes Helene in
INITS ONGOING RESPONSE TO North Carolinaand
THE GLOBAL HUNGER CRISIS, Milton in Florida.
> WORLD VISION REACHES
> NEARLY 14.5 MILLION PEOPLE, 2025
> INCLUDING MORE THAN 8 MILLION » World Vision is
CHILDREN, WITH LIFESAVING certified asa Best
CARE AND SUPPORT FOR Christian Workplace.
LONG-TERM NEEDS.

<01 World Vision
works with church
and community
partnersin Los
Angeles to help
people affected

by devastating
wildfires.

75

YEARS OF
BELIEF

WORLD VISION
CELEBRATES 75 YEARS
OF BELIEF IN GOD'S
POWER TO TRANSFORM
LIVES—ONE CHILD, ONE
FAMILY, ONE COMMUNITY

AT A TIME.

2030

WE HOPE TO HAVE
EQUIPPED 300 MILLION
MEN, WOMEN, AND
CHILDREN IN MORE THAN

70 COUNTRIES
TO FREE THEMSELVES
FROM THE GRIP OF
EXTREME POVERTY.®

2030 AND BEYOND
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Some kids wish for games and gadgets;
some wish for the essentials of life. When
you donate to the World Vision Fund, you're
equipping children with the tools they need
to grow into their God-given potential.

Give a gift that lasts.
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World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families,
and their communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice.
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