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SUMMARY 

 

I. ELECTION, QUALIFICATION, ORGANIZATION AND LIMITATIONS OF OFFICE 

 

 A. Election, Salary and Term of Office 

 

1. A candidate for the office of treasurer must be a qualified elector, must not have 

been convicted of certain violations under the County Civil Service Act within the 

preceding twenty (20) years, and must not have been removed from office by the 

governor within the preceding three (3) years.  MCL 168.191 and 168.207. 

 

2. The term of office for treasurers is four years with such term beginning on either 

January 1 or July 1 in counties with a population of 1,000,000 or more.  MCL 

168.203; Constitution, Article 7, Section 4. 

 

3. A county charter, if adopted, must provide for the partisan election of the treasurer.  

MCL 45.514 (1)(c). 

 

4. The office of treasurer becomes vacant if the holder dies, resigns, is removed for 

cause, ceases to be a resident of the county, is convicted of an infamous crime or 

an offense which violates the oath of office, fails to give the requisite oath and/or 

bond or if the election or appointment is declared void.  MCL 168.206 and 201.3. 

 

5. A vacancy in the office of treasurer must be filled by the presiding or senior judge 

of probate, the county clerk and the prosecuting attorney.  MCL 168.209 and 

201.35. 

 

6. The treasurer may resign by giving written notice of the effective date of resignation 

to the presiding or senior judge of probate, the county clerk and the prosecuting 

attorney.  MCL 168.205. 

 

7. The treasurer receives such compensation as is deemed reasonable by the county 

board of commissioners (or the county officer’s compensation commission, if the 

county has one).  The treasurer’s salary, fixed before the election, may be increased 

but not decreased during the treasurer’s term of office.  MCL 48.43; 45.401; 45.421 

and 45.451. 

 

8. Treasurers may present claims to the board of commissioners for expenses incurred 

pursuant to official duties.  MCL 45.405. 

 

B. Bond 

 

1. The treasurer must file a bond with the county clerk prior to entering upon the duties 

of office.  MCL 45.319 and 168.204. 
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2. The treasurer, at the discretion of the board of commissioners, may either be 

covered by a blanket bond or be required to give a bond of a surety company 

authorized to do business in the state to the board of commissioners for the faithful 

and proper discharge of his or her duties.  If an individual bond is required, it is to 

be in an amount determined by the board of commissioners and it is to be given by 

three (3) or more sufficient sureties, as determined by the board.  MCL 48.35 and 

48.36. 

 

3. The bond required of a treasurer under MCL 48.35 and 48.36 also covers funds 

deposited with the treasurer under the act providing for the care and preservation 

of cemetery lots.  The bond must be increased from time to time as the funds 

increase, in the discretion of the board of commissioners.  MCL 128.85. 

 

4. The treasurer may be required to furnish new and additional bonds or security if the 

board of commissioners deems it in the interest of the county.  MCL 129.35 

 

5. The treasurer must receive, file and preserve bonds from other county officials and, 

if required to give an individual bond, must file this bond with the county clerk.  

MCL 45.319. 

 

 C. Internal Organization of Office 

 

1. The treasurer must keep his or her office at the seat of justice for the county.  MCL 

48.48. 

 

2. The treasurer must appoint a deputy. In counties with populations more than 

500,000 the treasurer may appoint a chief deputy and other deputies. Such 

appointments may be revoked at any time.  The treasurer may appoint additional 

personnel with the approval of the board of commissioners.  The deputies and other 

employees must file a bond in the amount, form and manner prescribed by the board 

of commissioners, if the board of commissioners determines bonds to be necessary.  

MCL 48.37 and 45.51. 

 

3. While counties with populations in excess of 1,000,000, any regular deposit of 

moneys with the treasurer and disbursement of private funds are subject to rules 

and regulations adopted by the county board of auditors. ( MCL 45.454.) There is 

no county board of auditors, in any such  

 

D. Qualifications and Limitations of Office 

 

1. Candidates for the office of treasurer must be qualified electors of the county, must 

not have been convicted of certain violations under the County Civil Service Act 

within the Preceding twenty (20) years, and must not have been removed from 

office by the governor within the preceding three (3) years.  MCL 168.191 and 

168.207. 
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2. The treasurer may be removed from office by the governor for official misconduct 

and other causes.  MCL 168.207. 

 

 3. The treasurer is subject to recall.  MCL 168.211 

 

4. The treasurer may not establish or maintain any county office in connection with 

the treasurer’s office.  MCL 48.121. 

 

5. A person who is a prosecuting attorney, judge or county court, county clerk, 

commissioner or sheriff may not hold the office of treasurer.  MCL 48.39. 
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II. GENERAL FIDUCIARY AND ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES 

 

 A. Receipt of Moneys; Allocation to Funds 

 

1. The treasurer must receive all moneys belonging to the county and pay such moneys 

only on the order of the board of commissioners, except where otherwise provided 

by law.  MCL 48.40. 

 

2. All moneys collected by county officers, townships, school districts, cities, villages 

or other municipalities are considered public moneys.  MCL 129.11. 

 

3. Property conveyed to the county for its use and benefit is to be deemed property of 

the county.  MCL 45.4. 

 

4. A treasurer must receive moneys and itemized statements of receipts from the 

register of deeds, abstractor or superintendent at the end of each month and keep 

such statements on file.  MCL 53.145. 

 

5. Fees collected by salaried county officers are to be paid to the treasurer and credited 

to the general fund.  MCL 45.402 and 45.404. 

 

6. In counties with a population of 1,000,000 or more, the treasurer is to receive fees 

and commissions collected by the clerk, court commissioners, auditors, prosecuting 

attorney, treasurer and register of deeds.  Such fees and commissions are to be paid 

to the treasurer on the last Saturday of each month and are to be credited to the 

general fund.  MCL 45.453. 

 

7. In counties with a population of 100,000 or more, the circuit court clerk must collect 

certain fees which must be paid over to the treasurer.  Some such fees must be 

deposited in a fund known as the friend of the court fund.  MCL 600.2529 and 

600.2530. 

 

8. The treasurer must collect, make an itemized statement of and pay over all fees 

received on the last day of each month.  MCL 45.402. 

 

9. The treasurer must receive and credit to the general fund fees designed to reimburse 

the county for the cost of handling alimony or support money payments.  MCL 

552.23. 

 

10. Certain fees collected by the probate court relating to estate administration, 

marriage, testimony and depositions are payable 2/5 to the treasurer on or before 

the tenth day of the month following the month in which they are collected.  MCL 

600.871; 600.874 and 600.877. 

 

11. Officers or other persons collecting penalties must pay such fines over to the 

treasurer on or before the last day of the month after they are collected.  If a treasurer 
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learns that a person has failed to pay over such penalties, the treasurer is to proceed 

in circuit court to collect them.  MCL 600.4841. 

 

12. A treasurer must credit all fines for violation of the penal laws to the library fund 

and all other penalties for the general fund.  MCL 600.4845. 

 

13. Fines and costs imposed by a municipal court for a violation of state law are to be 

paid over to the treasurer on or before the last day of the month following receipt 

of the fine or cost.  The treasurer must reimburse the court for its lawful fees within 

15 days after auditing, and the fines are to be distributed as provided by law.  MCL 

774.26. 

 

14. In counties with a population of 250,000 or more, all fees taxed and collected by 

county coroners, their deputies or their clerks are to be paid to the county treasurer 

on the last day of every month and credited to the general fund.  MCL 52.113. 

 

15. The treasurer may determine the amount due the county if the county determines to 

seek reimbursement from county prisoners.  Any amount collected shall be credited 

to the general fund.  MCL 801.92. 

 

 B. Duty to Pay 

 

1. The treasurer must pay salaries monthly to the sheriff, under-sheriff, deputy 

sheriffs, treasurer, clerk, register of deeds, and their deputies, but not until an 

itemized sworn statement of fees collected and paid over has been received by the 

treasurer, and a duplicate for the receipt has bee filed with the clerk.  MCL 45.403. 

 

2. Upon the order of the board of commissioners unless otherwise provided by law, 

the treasurer must pay county funds.  MCL 48.40. 

 

3. The treasurer must pay a judgment when rendered against the county or its 

commissioners or officers in their official capacity.  MCL 600.6093(3). 

 

4. When directed by the board of commissioners, the treasurer is to cause county 

buildings to be insured in the name of the treasurer and his or her successors.  MCL 

48.44. 

 

5. The treasurer must credit semi-annually certain amounts (depending upon the 

population of the county in question) to the county law library fund upon the order 

of the circuit judge in multiple county circuits or the presiding judge in single 

county circuits.  MCL 600.4851. 

 

  

 

C. Books, Records and Deposits 
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1. The treasurer must provide the board of commissioners with a full statement of the 

treasurer’s account on the last settlement as found on the treasurer’s balance sheet 

or account current to the last settlement.  MCL 46.9. 

 

2. The treasurer must permit the board of commissioners to examine the accounts of 

the county at least once each year.  MCL 46.6. 

 

3. The treasurer must exhibit his or her books and accounts to the board of 

commissioners to be audited and allowed.  This must be done at the annual meeting 

of the board or at such other time as the board may designate.  MCL 48.41. 

 

4. There is a general duty for all county officers who may receive or pay out funds to 

keep an accurate and perfect account as directed by the board of commissioners or 

board of auditors.  The commissioners or the auditors may prepare a system for the 

keeping of accounts.  MCL 750.485. 

 

5. The treasurer has a duty to deposit daily all moneys, drafts or checks on hand 

received by the treasurer in banks, savings and loans associations or credit unions 

designated by the board of commissioners or board of auditors [Note: one statutory 

provision requires bids but another does not], but the treasurer may keep reasonable 

sums on hand to conduct business.  MCL 129.12, 129.14, 129.15, 129.31 and 

129.32.  See also MCL 129.36a. 

 

6. By resolution of the board of commissioners a treasurer may be authorized to invest 

surplus county funds in various forms of investments (guaranteed government 

securities, certain certificates of deposit, certain types of commercial paper, repos, 

etc.) or in an investment pool with other municipalities. Before such investments 

may be made, the county board of commissioners must approve the county 

treasurer’s investment policy and any institution wishing to receive such 

investments must acknowledge receipt thereof. MCL 129.91, and 129.111 to 

129.118.  See also 129.71. 

 

7. The treasurer must keep books and accounts of all accounts with banks or other 

depositories and the interest earned on these accounts.  MCL 129.38. 

 

8. Public officers acting as custodians are relieved from liability to counties, 

townships, cities, villages or school districts, and the State of Michigan for failure 

to pay over moneys deposited with such officers and in their possession but on 

deposit in a duly designated depository.  MCL 129.23. 

 

9. The treasurer may not be held liable for any loss by reason of the failure or default 

of a depository designated by the board of commissioners or board of auditors, but 

may be held liable for all moneys not deposited in accordance with such 

designation.  MCL 129.12 and 211.43b. 
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10. The treasurer must withdraw deposits from a depository upon direction from the 

board of commissioners or board of auditors if either such board considers it unsafe 

to continue such deposits or considers the security for such deposits insufficient.  

MCL 129.36. 

 

11. The books and papers of the treasurer and all moneys in his or her hands as treasurer 

are to be delivered to his or her successor.  MCL 48.42. 

 

12. Upon request and receipt of a prescribed fee, the treasurer must provide applicants 

with copies of any papers or records on file.  Such fees are to be credited to the 

general fund.  MCL 48.101. 

 

13. In counties with a board of auditors, the treasurer must report to the board all 

moneys received by the treasurer since his or her last report.  These reports are to 

be made at the end of each month, and at such other times as the board may require.  

MCL 47.9. 

 

14. The treasurer must distribute descriptions of lands sold by the department of natural 

resources to the supervisor of each township in which such lands are situated on or 

before the second Monday of April.  MCL 322.353. 

 

15. The treasurer must distribute a list of patented swamp lands, along with the names 

of the purchasers of this land, to the supervisor of each township in which any of 

such lands are situated.  MCL 322.512, 322.353. 

 

16. The treasurer is the custodian of all moneys provided for the use of the county 

department of social services.  As such, the treasurer must create and maintain a 

social welfare fund.  MCL 400.73a. 

 

17. If a participating county contracts to accept money from local units within that 

county for management and investment (creation of a “local government 

investment pool”), the treasurer may be authorized to invest these funds in various 

forms of investment (guaranteed government securities, certain certificates of 

deposit, certain types of commercial paper, repos, etc.).  MCL129.143-129.149.  

See also MCL 129.91 and 129.111 to 129.118. 

 

 D. Miscellaneous 

 

1. Under certain circumstances a treasurer must bid on and take real property sold in 

the execution of a judgment for breach of recognizance in a criminal case.  If this 

property is not redeemed from the treasurer within the time allowed, the treasurer 

may sell the property and add the proceeds to the general fund.  MCL 600.4845(2). 

 

2. The treasurer must collect moneys due on account of damage to insured county 

buildings and sue for these moneys if necessary.  MCL 48.45. 
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3. The treasurer has the power to approve the sureties offered by the county surveyor 

in connection with his or her bond.  MCL 54.95. 

 

4. The treasurer must receive, file and preserve bonds deposited from other county 

officers, and file his or her own bond, if required, with the county clerk.  MCL 

45.319. 

 

5. The treasurer must present a bill to the United States, in the name of the county, for 

a payment of sums in lieu of taxes.  MCL 3.224. 

 

6. The treasurer must apportion such payment received in lieu of taxes from the United 

States among the various political subdivisions of the county.  MCL 3.225. 

 

7. The treasurer may receive notice from the attorney general that the prosecuting 

attorney for the county in question has neglected or refused to make the annual 

report to the attorney general required by law.  MCL 14.32. 

 

8. The county board of commissioners has the authority to alter township boundaries 

or consolidate townships, upon application to the board.  If a township had thirty 

(30) or less electors in the last general election, the application must be by not less 

than five (5) of these electors.  The treasurer no longer has authority to file this 

petition.  MCL 46.14. 

 

9. The treasurer must receive and file the county Clerk’s appointments and revocation 

of appointments of deputies.  MCL 50.63 

 

10. Any funds derived from the disposition of any articles or property described in 

750.308 and 750.308a are to be turned over to the county treasurer (if application 

for disposition was made by a county law enforcement officer).  MCL 750.308 and 

750.308a. 

 

11. The treasurer must provide the state school board, on or before May 1 following 

the receipt of the assessment roles, a statement of the assessed valuation of each 

school district and fractions of school districts within the county upon forms 

furnished by the state board.  MCL 380.1226. 

 

12. The treasurer must receive and file the affidavit of a keeper of a hotel, inn, boarding 

house, lodging house or furnished apartment concerning non-demanded proceeds 

of sales of baggage, goods or effects of a boarder sold to obtain compensation for 

room or board.  Surplus proceeds are payable to the treasurer MCL 427.205. 
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III. RESPONSIBILITY FOR SPECIAL FUNDS, ACCOUNTS AND TAXES 

 

1. The treasurer must receive and pay out funds for veterans’ relief.  MCL 35.21. 

 

2. The treasurer must receive and credit to county veterans’ trust fund moneys 

distributed for such purposes by the state.  Such funds may be disbursed on 

vouchers drawn by the county clerk.  The veterans’ trust fund is to be covered by 

the official bond of the treasurer.  MCL 35.607. 

 

3. The treasurer must serve as treasurer of the county park commission and shall serve 

as treasurer of the regional park commission if the county furnishes a larger portion 

of its approved budget.  MCL 46.353. 

 

4. The treasurer must receive deposits for the care of cemetery lots.  MCL 128.81. 

 

5. The treasurer may consolidate for investment such deposits for the care of cemetery 

lots, upon approval of the finance committee of the board of commissioners.  MCL 

128.82. 

 

6. The treasurer must pay interest received on any cemetery lot deposit to the person 

in charge of maintenance of lots.  MCL 128.83. 

 

7. The treasurer must issue receipts for “cemetery money” to persons depositing 

money and issue duplicate receipts to the county clerk and township or city clerk.  

MCL 128.84. 

 

8. The treasurer must make an annual report on “cemetery money” to the board of 

commissioners at its January session.  The report must include the total amount of 

money so deposited, how it was invested and the amount of interest received on it.  

MCL 128.86. 

 

9. In connection with the creation of township cemeteries, a treasurer shall be required 

to receive, give a receipt for and hold certain compensation that cannot immediately 

be paid to the owner of property taken for the cemetery because the owner is 

unknown, insane, a minor or mentally incompetent.  MCL 128.157. 

 

10. The treasurer is to receive payment of inheritance taxes in cases where the probate 

court of his or her county has jurisdiction.  The treasurer must pay over the taxes to 

the revenue commissioner for transfer to the state treasurer.  If property subject to 

an inheritance tax lien is sold as provided by statute the proceeds are to be paid to 

the treasurer for application against taxes, interest and costs.  MCL 205.203 (21). 

 

11. Within twenty (20) calendar days after the time specified in his warrant each 

township treasurer or other collecting officer must pay to the county treasurer all 

state and county taxes collected.  MCL 211.54. 
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12. The treasurer is responsible for his or her county’s delinquent tax revolving fund 

(100% tax payment fund), if any, subject to certain orders by the county board of 

commissioners.  MCL 211.87b and 211.87c. 

 

13. The treasurer must credit to the county road fund money recovered in an action for 

injury to a county road or road improvement.  MCL 224.19(4). 

 

14. The treasurer must keep a separate account of taxes collected and moneys received 

to keep county roads and bridges in repair, and must pay out these funds only on 

order of the board of county road commissioners.  MCL 224.20. 

 

15. The treasurer must deposit moneys collected on behalf of a special assessment 

district highway improvement so that these moneys will draw interest in a bank or 

banks approved by the board of commissioners or the state highway 

commissioners.  MCL 247.425. 

 

16. Taxes assessed under the Covert Highway Act are treated essentially the same as 

state and other general taxes.  The treasurer must return any uncollected taxes, 

together with the lands on which they were levied, at the same time and in the same 

manner as funds are returned for state, county and township taxes.  MCL 247.433. 

 

17. The treasurer must receive an allocation from the Michigan transportation fund for 

the county road commission.  Funds received must be deposited in a separate 

account with a designated depository, and shall be paid out only upon order of the 

county road commission.  MCL 247.662. 

 

18. The treasurer is custodian of drainage district funds.  MCL 280.472. 

 

19. The treasurer may be designated by a drainage board as its treasurer.  The treasurer 

may, in turn, designate one or more of the treasurer’s deputies to perform any of 

the treasurer’s duties as drainage board treasurer.  MCL 280.524. 

 

20. The treasurer must serve as treasurer of the board of trustees of a county public 

hospital located in his or her county.  MCL 331.154. 

 

21. The treasurer must apportion penal fines among various public libraries in 

accordance with directions of the state board for libraries or county library board, 

as appropriate.  MCL 397.32. 

 

22. The treasurer must receive and hold for credit the balance of any sale pursuant to a 

lien of a hotel, boarding or lodging house, but such balance may be added to the 

county’s contingent fund after two years if not claimed.  MCL 427.206 

 

23. The treasurer must semi-annually credit certain designated amounts (depending on 

county population) to the county law library fund.  MCL 600.4851. 
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24. The treasurer must credit fines for penal violations to the library fund and all other 

penalties to the general fund, and account to the board of commissioners annually.  

MCL 600.4845(1). 

 

25. The treasurer must receive from the county clerk and keep for two years money or 

valuable property found on the body of an unknown decedent.  If no claim is made 

in two years the money or property must be turned over to the state.  MCL 773.18. 
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IV. MEMBERSHIP AND FUNCTIONS BEYOND THE IMMEDIATE SCOPE OF  

COUNTY TREASURER’S OFFICE 

 

A. Membership on Special Boards or Commissions 

 

1. The treasurer is a member of the county apportionment commission.  MCL 

45.505(1) (charter counties) and 46.403. 

 

2. The treasurer is a member of the county board of sinking fund commissioners.  

MCL 141.11 and 141.32. 

 

3. The treasurer is a member of the board of county election commissioners.  MCL 

168.23. 

 

4. The treasurer is a member of the county plat board.  MCL 560.102(r). 

 

5. The treasurer is a member of the county tax allocation board.  MCL 211.205 

 

B. Special Functions:  Dog Licenses 

 

1. The treasurer must purchase, as needed, dog tags from the department of agriculture 

(the ultimate successor of the state livestock sanitary commission).  MCL 287.265. 

 

2. The treasurer must deliver a kennel license and tags once compliance with the 

statutory prerequisites is determined.  MCL 287.270. 

 

3. The treasurer must deliver a license and tag to the owner of a dog once compliance 

with the statutory prerequisites is determined.  MCL 287.267. 

 

4. Upon notice the treasurer must record the transfer of ownership or possession of 

any dog with the county.  MCL 287.273. 

 

5. Every township and city treasurer must, on or before December 1 of each year, 

make application to the treasurer for license blanks and tags.  The treasurer must 

provide the license blanks and tags upon such application.  MCL 287.274. 

 

6. The treasurer must keep a record of all dog and kennel licenses issued in each city 

and township in his or her county.  MCL 287.275. 

 

7. On and after June 1 of each year the treasurer has certain responsibilities to 

determine and list unlicensed dogs and to provide copies of lists to the  prosecuting 

attorney.  MCL 287.277. 
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C. Special Functions:  Auctioneers 

 

1. The treasurer has the power to approve the sureties of an auctioneer and to accept 

the auctioneer’s bond conditioned for the payment of auction duties on goods sold 

by the auctioneer.  MCL 446.26. 

 

2. The treasurer must accept statements under oath from auctioneers on the first 

Monday of each month (first Monday of April and October if the auctioneer does 

not reside in a city of this state) concerning what goods were sold, when they were 

sold and what duties are due.  MCL 446.28. 

 

3. The treasurer must receive duties from auctioneers, issue receipts for these duties, 

keep records of the duties and forward the duties to the state treasurer.  MCL 446.29 

and 446.30. 
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V. DUTIES RELATING TO THE INHERITANCE TAX 

 

1. The treasurer is to receive payment of inheritance taxes in cases where the probate 

court of his or her county has jurisdiction.  The treasurer must pay over the taxes to 

the revenue commissioner for transfer to the state treasurer.  If property subject to 

an inheritance tax lien is sold as provided by statute the proceeds are to be paid to 

the treasurer for application against taxes, interest and costs.  MCL 205.203 (7), 

(20) and (21). 

 

2. The treasurer has authority to request the judge of probate to appoint an appraiser 

to fix the value of property subject to inheritance tax.  MCL 205.211. 

 

3. The treasurer has the authority and duty to notify the attorney general in writing 

regarding anyone’s failure to pay inheritance taxes.  The treasurer must pay out of 

the county general fund or contingent fund the expenses of the probate judge for 

proceedings to collect unpaid taxes.  MCL 205.214. 

 

4. The treasurer must provide upon request certified copies of receipts for taxes paid 

after the payment of the sum of fifty (50) cents to the treasurer.  MCL 205.215. 

 

5. The treasurer must collect an additional ½ of 1% of the amount of inheritance taxes 

which he or she must credit to the general fund of the county.  MCL 205.216. 

 

6. The treasurer must file quarterly reports under oath with the revenue division of the 

department of treasurer regarding inheritance taxes collected during the preceding 

calendar quarter.  If the state treasurer is late in forwarding inheritance taxes to the 

county, interest at the rate of 8% per annum must also be paid on the amounts due.  

MCL 205.219. 
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VI. RESPONSIBILITIES REGARDING TRANSFERS OF REALTY, PROPERTY TAX  

AND TAX REVOLVING FUND 

 

 A. Transfer Tax 

 

1. The treasurer may prescribe a method of cancellation of documentary stamps used 

on written instruments which transfer interests in realty.  MCL 207.507. 

 

2. The treasurer must use documentary stamps or tax meters under guidance of the 

state treasurer.  The treasurer must reimburse the state treasurer for the cost of 

stamps requisitioned from the state treasurer.  MCL 207.508. 

 

B. Property Tax 

 

1. The treasurer must prepare a statement showing the description of property 

exempted from property tax and the amount of taxes exempted and forward it to 

the department of management and budget.  MCL 211.7d. 

 

2. In township appeals to the state tax commission regarding apportionment, the 

county treasurer may assess the cost of the appeal against the township if the appeal 

is found groundless and not well founded.  If an appeal is well founded, the treasurer 

may have to pay the township’s costs.  Costs are limited to $75.00 either way.  MCL 

211.37a. 

 

3. In cities where the county tax is collected by the treasurer, the excess taxes shall be 

paid into the county’s contingent fund.  MCL 211.39. 

 

4. Each receipt for property taxes paid must contain a statement showing the 

commencement and ending of the fiscal year of each taxing unit that the receipt 

pertains to.  MCL 211.40. 

 

5. The treasurer must receive from townships and city treasurer’s amounts collected 

by those officers for state and county purposes.  MCL 211.42. 

 

6. The treasurer must receive and has authority to approve the bond given by township 

treasurers in the amount of state, county and school taxes (except school taxes 

collected through a city treasurer) for each fiscal year.  When the bond is furnished 

by a surety company, the premium and cost is to be paid by the county treasurer 

from the general fund, but the treasurer may bill school districts for a part of the 

bonds premium.  MCL 211.43. 

 

7. If there is a delay in the receipt of the tax roll, the treasurer must receive taxes with 

an additional 1% collection fee for the period of 30 days after the receipt of the tax 

roll.  On all taxes unpaid at the end of this 30 day period, the treasurer must add a 

4% collection fee.  MCL 211.43a. 
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8. The treasurer is not liable for losses occasioned by the failure or default by any 

depository if funds were deposited in accordance with the directions of the 

governing board of the county.  MCL 211.43b. 

 

9. If a township treasurer neglects or refuses to file a bond with the treasurer within 

the time prescribed by law and a new township treasurer is not appointed, the 

county treasurer is responsible for collection of taxes otherwise collected by the 

township treasurer.  The county treasurer, by resolution of the board of 

commissioners, is to have the same power to add property tax administration fees 

and interest to taxes as a township treasurer has.  MCL 211.51. 

 

10. The treasurer must issue a receipt when current taxes or special assessments are 

paid, in whole or in part in the following form: 

 

 “I hereby certify that application was made to pay all taxes and special assessments 

due and payable at this office on the description shown in this receipt 

except____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 (Signed)_______________________________ Treas.” MCL 211.53. 

 

11. The treasurer must note payments of delinquent taxes on the original tax roll.  The 

treasurer must also compare the affidavit of the tax collecting officer regarding 

taxes collected and taxes remaining unpaid with the tax roll.  MCL 211.55. 

 

12. When the treasurer endorses the fact of settlement on a township or city treasurer’s 

bond, such township or city treasurer is discharged from the obligation of the bond.  

The county treasurer must give township or city treasurers statements of personal 

taxes remaining uncollected and warrants authorizing them to collect these taxes 

according to law.  If approved by the board of commissioners, the treasurer must 

collect city or township delinquent personal property taxes.  MCL 211.56. 

 

13. The treasurer must mail notices to persons assessed for unpaid taxes as well as the 

legal owners of the property.  These notices must be sent first class mail, address 

correction required.  MCL 211.57. 

 

14. The treasurer must abide by the uniform practices and use the uniform forms 

prescribed by the state to carry out the provisions of the general property tax.  When 

the treasurer receives instructions from the state concerning changes in laws 

affecting tax collection, the treasurer must forward a copy of these instructions to 

each township treasurer in his or her county.  MCL 211.57a. 

 

15. The treasurer must accept payment of taxes on land returned as delinquent and issue 

duplicate receipts for the same.  MCL 211.58 

 

16. When delinquent taxes are paid, the treasurer also collects property tax 

administration fees and interest.  Taxes and interest are allocated appropriately 
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among county or township funds.  Property tax administration fees going to the 

treasurer are credited to the general fund to be used for specified purposes and those 

going to the state are credited to the state’s delinquent property tax administration 

fund.  MCL 211.59. 

 

17. On the first Tuesday in May each year, the treasurer must conduct a sale of all lands 

delinquent for taxes assessed in the third preceding year.  MCL 211.60. 

 

18. The treasurer, on January 15 and the fifteenth day of each following month, must 

pay to the state all moneys coming into the treasurer’s hands from the collection of 

state tax.  One half of 1% interest must also be paid for each month or fraction of a 

month for money in possession of the treasurer and not remitted by the dates 

specified above.  The treasurer must also make a detailed statement of the account 

each month for the state.  MCL 211.87. 

 

19. A tax revolving fund may be established and be used as an alternative method for 

 paying delinquent taxes to local units.  (See IV.C. following) 

 

20. The treasurer must transmit a list of part paid state lands prepared by the department 

of natural resources to each township supervisor.  MCL 211.92. 

 

21. The prosecuting attorney of the county shall counsel and advise the treasurer free 

of charge whenever necessary to enable the treasurer to properly discharge his or 

her duties.  MCL 211.100. 

 

22. The treasurer must distribute 5 copies of the general property tax statute to each 

township clerk upon receiving the same from the treasurer department.  MCL 

211.121. 

 

23. The treasurer has implied authority to certify the existence or lack of existence of 

tax liens to the register of deeds on property held by the state or by any individual.  

MCL 211.135. 

 

24. The notice of every election in which an increase in total tax rate limitation is to be 

voted on must contain a statement by the appropriate county treasurer showing the 

total of all voted increases in the total tax rate limitation affecting the taxable 

property in the local unit so voting, and the years the increases are effective.  MCL 

211.203. 

 

25. Under some circumstances the treasurer must collect summer school taxes.  (See 

VI.D. below) 

 

 

 

C. Delinquent Tax Revolving Funds [This section will be revised in the Spring of 2016 

to reflect changes pending in the Michigan Legislature]. 
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1. Generally, the treasurer is responsible for the delinquent tax revolving fund (100% 

tax payment fund), if any, subject to the orders of the county board of 

commissioners in some particulars and responsible for making necessary filings 

with the Municipal Finance Division of the Department of Treasury.  MCL 

211.87b, 211.87c, 211.87d, 211.87g, and 211.89. 

 

2. The treasurer, on direction of the board of commissioners, must pay from the fund 

any or all delinquent taxes which are due and payable to the county, school districts, 

cities, townships and other units.  MCL 211.87b(2) and (3). 

 

3. Where a fund is created and a county determines to borrow money and issue notes 

in connection with the fund, the treasurer is the agent for the county in connection 

with all transactions relative to the fund.  MCL 211.87c(2). 

 

4. If provided by separate resolution of the board, the treasurer and the treasurer’s 

office are entitled to certain payments designed to compensate the treasurer for his 

or her services as agent and to cover the administrative expenses of the treasurer’s 

office.  MCL 211.87c(3). 

 

5. The treasurer must keep records of the segregated fund or account pledged to the 

payment of principal of and interest on any notes given in connection with a fund.  

MCL 211.87c(5). 

 

6. The sale and award of notes must be conducted and made by the treasurer of the 

county issuing them at a public or private sale.  MCL 211.87c(9). 

 

7. The law provides for a 1% property tax administration fee on taxes which, if 

imposed and not paid, is to be included in the delinquent taxes returned to the 

treasurer and considered part of the “delinquent taxes.”  MCL 211.44(3),(4),(6) and 

(7). 

 

D. Summer Tax Collection 

 

1. Upon agreement with a school district, and assuming a city or township requested 

to collect summer school taxes does not do so, the treasurer may collect either one-

half or all of a school district’s taxes on behalf of the school on July 1.  MCL 

380.1611, 380.1612, 380.1613 and 380.1614. 

 

2. The proposed agreement to collect summer taxes may be negotiated with the 

treasurer directly (not the board of commissioners) until April 1.  MCL 

380.1613(2). 

 

3. Once a school district has reached a proposed agreement with the treasurer, the 

school district must notify the cities and/or townships who originally decided not 

to collect the taxes by April 15 of the actual cost of collection and the aggregate 
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amount of costs payable to the treasurer under the proposed agreement whether 

from the district or fees and charges imposed by law.  Such cities and townships 

then have the option of collecting the summer taxes themselves pursuant to section 

1611 or 1612.  MCL 380.1613(3). 

 

4. The agreement between a school district and the treasurer must include a schedule 

for delivering collections to the school district.  MCL 380.1613(5). 

 

5. The agreement between the treasurer and a school district may cover tax collections 

for two years. If an agreement covers summer collections for two years, the 

resolution and request required by Section 1613(1), MCL 380.1613, the notice 

required by Section 1613(2), MCL 380.1613, and the option to reconsider required 

by Section 1613(3), MCL 380.1613 shall not apply for summer collections in the 

second year.  MCL 380.1613(9). 

 

6. Payments from a school district under an agreement with a treasurer, together with 

revenues generated by fees, are to be deposited in a segregated “school tax 

collection fund” which may only be used for the cost of collecting the district’s 

summer tax levy, including the cost of deputies, equipment services or 

subcontractors used in connection with the collection of the summer taxes.  MCL 

380.1613(10). 

 

7. The treasurer must invest any surplus in each “school tax collection fund” and must 

publish, by March 1, an annual report on the status of each such fund as of the 

preceding December 31.  The report must show total charges, expenses and year-

end surplus.  MCL 380.1613(11), 129.91. 

 

8. Surplus in “school tax collection fund” in any year is to be used to reduce certain 

costs for the next summer property tax levy.  MCL 380.1613(12). 

 

9. When taxes are collected by the county treasurer, statements must be mailed to the 

taxpayers or their “designated agent” as provided by law.  MCL 211.44(1) and (9). 

 

10. Summer taxes may be deferred until February 15 in certain cases related to disabled 

person, blind persons, paraplegics, senior citizens, eligible servicemen, eligible 

veterans, and eligible widows and in the case of certain agricultural property.  MCL 

211.51. 
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VII. STATUTORY DUTIES EXPLICITLY RELATING TO MUNICIPAL BONDS 

 

1. The treasurer must notify the state treasurer in the event that any contracting 

municipality is delinquent in meeting its obligations to the county for bonds issued 

under the act dealing with county public improvements.  If the contract so provides, 

the treasurer can have the state treasurer deduct amounts advanced by the county 

from any unrestricted moneys in the state treasurer’s possession belonging to the 

contracting municipality and have the same paid to the county.  MCL 46.175c. 

 

2. Under the Department of Public Works Act, if a contracting municipality fails to 

pay amounts due to a county under a contract or assessment, the treasurer must 

notify the state treasurer (if so provided in the contract or assessment) and such 

notification will result in the deduction of certain state collected funds which are 

not pledged to the payments of debts that were originally designated for the 

municipality.  MCL 123.747. 

 

3. Under the Department of Public Works Act the county treasurer must receive all 

funds collected for special assessment by city and township treasurers.  MCL 

123.757. 

 

4. The treasurer is a member of the board of county sinking fund commissioners.  

MCL 141.11 and 141.32. 

 

5. The treasurer is to have custody of all moneys, securities, and evidences of debt 

belonging to the sinking fund.  MCL 141.15. 

 

6. The treasurer must keep a separate and distinct account for each item of the sinking 

fund set aside and pledged to the retirement of each issue of county bonds.  MCL 

141.31. 

 

7. No later than 6 months after the close of any operating year the chief accounting 

officer of any borrower issuing revenue bonds under the Revenue Bond Act must 

swear to a statement filed with the Department of Treasury.  Such statement must 

be in reasonable detail and show the cash income and disbursements of the public 

improvement during the last operating year.  The treasurer would have this 

responsibility with respect to county revenue bonds.  MCL 141.130. 

 

8. Under the act pertaining to borrowing against weight tax revenues, the county 

treasurer must set aside in a separate fund certain amounts of the state collected 

road taxes for payments of obligations incurred by reason of borrowing in 

anticipation of such road taxes.  MCL 141.252. 

 

9. The board of commissioners may establish a delinquent tax revolving fund.  When 

such a fund is established, the treasurer is the agent of the county for borrowing in 

anticipation of collection of such delinquent taxes.  MCL 211.87c(1), (2). 
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10. The treasurer, as custodian of funds for the drainage district, may be required to 

furnish a bond payable to the drainage district conditioned upon the faithful 

discharge of his or her duties and the cost of the bond shall be reimbursed by the 

drainage district.  MCL 280.472. 
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VIII. POTENTIAL CRIMINAL LIABILITY 

 

 A. Felonies 

 

1. It is a felony for a county officer to willfully refuse or neglect, on demand, to deliver 

money, other property, books, records, etc. to his or her successor.  MCL 750.480. 

 

2. County treasurers are required to pay public moneys into state, county and township 

treasuries, or to their creditors, or to civil or military officers for compensation 

violation of this duty, embezzlement of appropriation of public moneys for the 

treasurer’s private use are all punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000 and/or 

imprisonment not to exceed five years.  MCL 21.154. 

 

B. Miscellaneous 

 

1. A treasurer failing to comply with the statutory provisions of the act requiring 

county officers to accept salaries in lieu of fees is guilty of a misdemeanor.  MCL 

45.408. 

 

2. A treasurer who receives fines, penalties or recognizance and neglects or refuses to 

pay the same over according to law or appropriates the same to his or her own use 

is guilty of a misdemeanor.  MCL 750.482. 

 

3. A treasurer giving out false statements regarding the finances of the county or who 

juggles funds or issues false checks, drafts, warrants, vouchers or other evidence of 

credit is guilty of a misdemeanor.  MCL 750.489 

 

4. A treasurer must not commingle public moneys with his own or those of another 

person, nor permit them to be used for purposes other than in accordance with law, 

nor may a treasurer receive consideration as an inducement to deposit moneys with 

a particular bank, person, firm or corporation.  A violation of these duties is a 

misdemeanor.  MCL 750.490. 

 

5. A treasurer who fails to permit lawful inspection of public records is guilty of a 

misdemeanor.  MCL 750.492. 

 

6. A treasurer may commit a misdemeanor by failing to keep accurate and perfect 

accounts according to the directions of the boards of commissioners or board of 

auditors.  MCL 750.485. 
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MCL STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

 
 
 
3.224 County treasurers' duties. 

Sec. 4. 

The board of supervisors shall file 1 copy of any agreement for a payment of sums in lieu of taxes with 
the county treasurer. On or before the date on which any payment of sums in lieu of taxes is due, the 
county treasurer shall present a bill to the United States, in the name of the county, in the amount of 
such payment. Whenever such payment is received, the county treasurer shall issue a receipt therefor 
in the name of the county. 

3.225 Distribution of payments; acceptance and refusal. 

Sec. 5. 

Immediately after receiving a payment in lieu of taxes, the county treasurer shall, without any 
deduction, apportion and pay it to the several political subdivisions in accordance with the agreement 
under which the payment was received, notwithstanding any other law controlling the expenditure of 
county funds. The acceptance by the governing body of a political subdivision of its share of a 

payment in lieu of taxes shall be construed as an approval of the agreement under which the payment 
was received. If any governing body shall refuse to accept a political subdivision's share of a payment 
in lieu of taxes, the county treasurer shall refund the same, without any deduction, to the United 
States. 

14.32 Opinions for state officials; failure of prosecutors to file annual reports. 

Sec. 32. 

It shall be the duty of the attorney general, when required, to give his opinion upon all questions of 

law submitted to him by the legislature, or by either branch thereof, or by the governor, auditor 
general, treasurer or any other state officer, and also to notify the county treasurer of the proper 
county, of the neglect or refusal of any prosecuting attorney to make the annual report to the attorney 
general required of him by law. 

 
21.154 Public officers; payment of public funds received into treasury; violation, penalty. 

Sec. 4. 

All collecting and disbursing officers, all county and township treasurers, and all other public officers or 

agents through whose hands public moneys pass, are hereby required to pay into the state, county 
and township treasuries, as the case may be, or to state, county and township creditors, as the case 
may be, at the option of such creditors, or to civil and military officers entitled to compensation for 

public services, at the option of such officers, the same description of funds which they shall have 
received in the collection of taxes or other public dues, or for freight and charges to passengers on the 
state railroads. Any of the aforesaid collecting and disbursing officers or agents, who shall violate any 
of the provisions of this act, or shall appropriate any of the public moneys to his or their own private 
use, except in pursuance of law; or shall lend to others, or otherwise embezzle any of the said public 
moneys, he or they shall be prosecuted for said offense, and on conviction thereof, be punished by 

fine and imprisonment; the fine not to be more than 1,000 dollars, and the imprisonment not to 
exceed 5 years at the discretion of the court.  
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35.21 Veterans' relief fund; levy and collection of annual tax; emergency appropriation; 

disposition. 

Sec. 1. 

The county board of commissioners of each county shall annually levy, a tax not exceeding 1/10 of a 
mill on each dollar, to be levied and collected as provided by law, upon the taxable property of each 
township and city, for their respective counties, for the purpose of creating a fund for the relief of 
honorably discharged indigent members of the army, navy, air force, marine corps, coast guard, and 
women's auxiliaries of all wars or military expeditions in which the United States of America has been, 

is, or may hereafter be, a participant as prescribed in section 1 of Act No. 190 of the Public Acts of 
1965, being section 35.61 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and the indigent spouses, minor children, 
and parents of each such indigent or deceased member. Funds raised in accordance with the 
provisions of this section may be expended for the relief of indigent wives and children of active duty 
soldiers, sailors, marines, airmen, coast guardsmen, nurses, and members of the women's auxiliaries 
during the continuance of present hostilities and prior to their discharge. However, in any year which, 

in the opinion of the board, an emergency justifying the same exists, the board may appropriate a 

sum not to exceed 2/10 of a mill on each dollar for said purpose. The sums, when collected, shall be 
paid to the county treasurer of the county where such tax is levied in each of the counties in this 
state, to be paid out by the treasurer upon the order of the soldiers' relief commission duly signed by 
the chairperson and secretary of the commission. If any money in the fund is not necessary for the 
purpose for which it was raised, the money shall remain in the treasury of the county as a soldiers' 
relief fund, and shall be considered in raising future sums therefor. 

35.607 Funds; distribution by state treasurer. 

Sec. 7. 

Funds shall be distributed to the several county treasurers by the state treasurer at the direction of 
the board of trustees. The funds distributed shall be credited by the county treasurer to a county 

veterans' trust fund and shall be disbursed by the county treasurer on vouchers drawn by the county 
clerk based on orders filed by the county or district committee. Allocations to district committees shall 
be distributed to the several county treasurers of the counties composing the district. The veterans' 
trust fund shall be covered by the official bond of the county treasurer. 

45.4 County property. 

Sec. 4. 

All real and personal estate, heretofore conveyed by any form of conveyance to the inhabitants of any 
county, or to the county treasurer, or the governor of the late territory of Michigan, or to any 
committee, trustees, or other persons, for the use and benefit of such county, shall be deemed to be 
the property of such county; and all such conveyances shall have the same force and effect as if they 
had been made to the inhabitants of such counties by their respective corporate names. 

45.41 Deputies of county officers in counties over 50,000; appointment, duties. 

Sec. 1. 

In all counties of this state having a population of more than 50,000 where it is provided by law that 
the county treasurer, county clerk and register of deeds shall receive salaries in lieu of fees, each of 
said officers may appoint a deputy or deputies who may perform all the official acts which the officer 
making such appointment might legally do, and who shall be paid therefor from the general fund of 
the county, such salaries as the board of supervisors of the county shall determine. 



 

25 

 

45.51 Deputies and employees of county officers in counties over 500,000; appointment, 

compensation. 

Sec. 1. 

In counties having a population of more than 500,000 the county treasurer, the register of deeds, the 
coroners and the drain commissioner shall and are hereby authorized to appoint a chief deputy, and 
all other deputies, clerks and employes employed in the departments of each of the said officers. The 
number and salaries of the said deputies, clerks and employes herein provided for shall be fixed in the 
same manner as they are fixed for deputies, clerks and employes of the other departments of the 

county government. The salaries of such deputies, clerks and employes shall be payable in the same 
manner and at the same time that other county employes are paid. 

45.319 County officers; deposit, filing, and preservation of bond. 

Sec. 119. 

Each officer required by the county board of commissioners to give an individual bond, except the 
treasurer, before entering upon the duties of office, and within the time limit described in section 118 
of this chapter for depositing the officer's oath, shall deposit the bond with the treasurer, who shall file 

and preserve the same in the treasurer's office. Each treasurer required by a county board of 
commissioners to give an individual bond before entering upon the duties of office, and within the time 
limit described in section 118 of this chapter for depositing the treasurer's oath, shall deposit his or 
her bond with the clerk of the county, who shall file and preserve the same in the clerk's office. 

45.401 Salaries of county officers; determination; exception; change in compensation. 

Sec. 1. 

(1) The county board of commissioners of each county in this state may direct the payment to the 

sheriff, under-sheriff, and deputy sheriffs and to the county clerk, county treasurer, register of deeds, 
and their deputies out of the general fund in the treasury of the county, salaries as the board 
considers proper. The salaries may be fixed and determined by the county board of commissioners at 
its annual meeting held in October before the commencement of the terms of the officers. The salaries 
shall be compensation in full for all services performed by the sheriff, under-sheriff, and deputy 
sheriffs and by the county clerk, county treasurer, register of deeds, and their deputies. However, this 

section shall not apply to a county now operating under a local or special act, until the local or special 
act is repealed. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), for a county which has a county officers compensation 

commission, the compensation of each nonjudicial elected officer of the county shall be determined by 
that commission. A change in compensation for those officers of a county which has a county officers 
compensation commission shall commence at the beginning of the first odd numbered year after the 
determination is made by the county officers compensation commission and is not rejected. 

45.402 County officers; statement of fees collected, disposition, receipts. 

Sec. 2. 

The sheriff, under-sheriff and deputy sheriffs and the county clerks, county treasurers and registers of 
deeds and their deputies who receive a salary shall collect and make itemized statements of all fees 
required by law for the service of any process other than that of the county, and of all other fees 
collected by them which said fees shall be paid by them when collected to the county treasurer, on or 
before the last day of each month taking duplicate receipts therefor. 
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45.403 Salaries of county officers; payment, condition. 

Sec. 3. 

The salaries aforesaid shall be paid monthly by the county treasurer, upon a warrant issued by the 
county clerk, but not until an itemized statement of all fees collected and paid over to the county 
treasurer, as aforesaid, has been sworn to and filed with the county treasurer and duplicate of the 
receipt thereof filed with the county clerk. 

45.405 Sheriffs; appointment of under-sheriff and deputies; contracts for board of 
prisoners; office supplies, claims of salaried officers for expenses, hearing. 

Sec. 5. 

The sheriff shall appoint an under-sheriff and may, in his discretion, appoint such deputy sheriffs as 

may be provided for by the board of supervisors. The board of supervisors is also hereby empowered 
to make contracts with the sheriff for the board and laundry of the prisoners lodged in the county jail: 
Provided, That the board of supervisors or the board of county auditors in counties having a board of 
county auditors, as the case may be, shall provide for all printing, stationery, postage, purchase of 
books, records and other papers and things necessary for the public service; and said board is hereby 

empowered to hear, determine and allow the claims of the sheriff and his deputies and under-sheriff 
and of the county clerks, county treasurers and registers of deeds and their deputies who receive a 
salary by virtue of this act, for any money actually expended by them in pursuance of their official 
duties, the same as other claims against the county. 

45.408 Violation of act; penalty. 

Sec. 8. 

If any sheriff, under-sheriff or deputy sheriffs or any county clerk, county treasurer, or register of 

deeds, or any deputy of any county clerk, county treasurer or register of deeds shall fail to comply 
with the provisions of this act, they shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 
thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding 500 dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail 
not exceeding 6 months, or by both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court. 

45.421 Salaries of county officers; determination; change in compensation. 

Sec. 1. 

(1) The annual salary of each salaried county officer, which is by law fixed by the county board of 
commissioners, shall be fixed by the board before November 1 each year and shall not be diminished 
during the term for which the county officer has been elected or appointed, but may be increased by 
the board during the officer's term of office. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), for a county which has a county officers compensation 
commission, the compensation of each nonjudicial elected officer of the county shall be determined by 
that commission. A change in compensation for those officers of a county which has a county officers 
compensation commission shall commence at the beginning of the first odd numbered year after the 
determination is made by the county officers compensation commission and is not rejected. 
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45.451 Salaries of county officers of county having population of 1,000,000 or more; 

determination; fees or commissions payable to county; change in compensation. 

Sec. 1. 

(1) The salary of the treasurer, prosecuting attorney, county clerk, register of deeds, and the county 
auditors, of a county having a population of 1,000,000 or more, shall be provided for, fixed, and 
determined for each of them by the county board of commissioners of the county at its annual 
meeting held in October before the commencement of the terms of the officers in the same 
proceedings and manner as all other budget appropriations are approved for county officers and 

employees. The salary of the county treasurer, prosecuting attorney, county clerk, register of deeds, 
and county auditors shall be full payment for services performed by the officers for the county or for 
the patrons of those offices. The salary shall be in place of all fees, commissions, or perquisites 
payable to the officers under the laws of this state for the performance and discharge of duties 
required by those offices, the duties of which the officers exercise by virtue of their offices, and in 
place of all fees or commissions collectible by the officers for the performance of the duties of their 

offices if the fees are not fixed by law. The officers shall not receive other or further compensation for 

the duties imposed upon them, or while acting as notary public or in any other capacity authorized by 
law in the matter of administering oaths or taking acknowledgment upon any instrument, document, 
or application prepared, issued, executed, recorded, or filed by or with the public office or officer 
relating to the official business of the public office or officer. However, all fees or commissions made 
payable to or that may be charged by them by virtue of their office or as notary public or in the matter 
of administering oaths or taking acknowledgments as provided in this section shall be received by 
them for and on account of the county. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), for a county having a population of 1,000,000 or more which has 
a county officers compensation commission, the compensation of the elected county officers shall be 

determined by that commission. A change in compensation of the elected county officers of a county 
which has a county officers compensation commission shall commence at the beginning of the first 
odd numbered year after the determination is made by the county officers compensation commission 
and is not rejected. 

45.453 County officers; fees collected, payment to county treasurer, statement. 

Sec. 3. 

The said county clerk, circuit court commissioners, county auditors, prosecuting attorney, treasurer 

and register of deeds of any such county shall receive or collect no other compensation, except the 
salary above provided, for the performance or discharge of any of the duties of their respective 
offices, but they shall pay the fees, commissions or charges provided by law to be paid or that they 
may fix or charge for the performance or discharge of such duties or any duties in their said offices to 
the county treasurer on the last Saturday of every month, and the same shall be for the use of said 
county and placed to the credit of the general fund. Such payment shall in all cases be accompanied 

with a statement in writing of the respective officers, of the services rendered and fees collected, and 
that the same is true in every particular, which statement shall be verified by the oath of the officers 
making the same that such statement is true. 
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45.454 County officers; record books and accounting forms for uniform system of accounts; 

audit of accounts; rules and regulations of board of county auditors for deposit and 
disbursement of funds; duties of county treasurer. 

Sec. 4. 

The board of auditors of said county shall prepare and provide said county treasurer, county clerk, 
register of deeds, circuit court commissioners, prosecuting attorney, friend of the court, clerk of the 
common pleas court, sheriff, and every other officer or official whose salary in whole or in part is paid 
by the county and who, in the course of his official duties, receives any funds either public or private, 

with the proper books, blanks and forms for the regular and systematic accounting of all moneys 
received by them from whatever source, in order that every officer and official shall maintain a system 
of accounting as nearly uniform as may be practicable. Said board shall provide each of said officers 
with blanks, each having a stub attached, bound in book form and consecutively numbered, for all 
certificates or certified copies of records on which a fee is collectible. Said blanks shall have entered on 
their face the amount of the fee collected and for what purpose paid, and shall be a record of the 

amounts collected by the officer issuing the same. Said board of county auditors shall also have the 

power and they are hereby authorized at least once each year or more frequently if necessary to 
examine the books and accounts of the county treasurer and other county officers, and they shall on 
demand be exhibited to them by said officers. And as often as said board may require, the accounts 
and vouchers of the said county officers shall be audited and allowed by them, and after the same 
shall have been audited by said board it shall not be requisite that such accounts and vouchers be 
again audited by the board of supervisors. 

The board of auditors may, by resolution, provide rules and regulations for: (1) the regular deposit of 
funds with the county treasurer or other recognized depositories approved by the board of auditors; 
and (2) for the method of disbursing or distributing private funds, by every officer or official whose 

salary in whole or in part is paid by the county and who, in the course of his official duties, receives 
any funds either public or private. Whenever any moneys are paid to the county treasurer by any 
officer or agent of said county, such officer or agent shall take a duplicate receipt therefor, which shall 
be filed in the office of said board. Said treasurer shall on each day report to said board the moneys 

received by him on that day, and after making his last report. They shall keep an account of all 
moneys which may be chargeable against the county treasurer and any other officer who may receive 
any moneys belonging to the county, and shall keep an account with said officers showing the 

amounts with which they should be credited, and their accounts shall be so kept that the financial 
affairs of the county may at any time be ascertained by inspection of the books of said board. 

45.505 Partisan election of charter commission; nomination of candidates; petition or filing 
fee; primary election; composition and convening of county apportionment commission; 
rules of procedure; quorum; majority vote; establishment of charter commission districts; 
requirements for districts; use of census figures; apportionment; division; date of primary; 
election of charter commission; filing and availability of apportionment plan and copies 
thereof; judicial review; appeal; submission and filing of plan by registered voter; official 

apportionment plan; duration; election of 1 charter commissioner for each district; 
limitation on representation. 

Sec. 5. 

(1) The resolution shall provide for a partisan election of a charter commission, for the nomination of 
candidates for the charter commission by petitioning or filing a fee, and for a primary election of 

charter commission candidates. A charter commission candidate who elects to pay a filing fee shall 
pay the fee not less than 3 days before the final day upon which petitions may be filed. The resolution 
shall provide for the election of charter commissioners from districts established by the county 
apportionment commission. The county apportionment commission shall consist of the county clerk, 
the county treasurer, the prosecuting attorney, and the statutory county chairperson of each of the 2 
political parties receiving the greatest number of votes cast for the office of secretary of state in the 
last general election in which a secretary of state was elected. If a county does not have a statutory 
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chairperson of a political party, the 2 additional members shall be a party representative from each of 

the 2 political parties receiving the greatest number of votes cast for the office of secretary of state in 
the last general election in which a secretary of state was elected and appointed by the chairperson of 
the state central committee for each of the political parties. The county clerk shall convene the county 

apportionment commission and the county apportionment commission shall adopt the rules of 
procedure. Three members of the county apportionment commission are a quorum sufficient to 
conduct its business. All action of the apportionment commission shall be by majority vote of the 
apportionment commission. 

(2) The county apportionment commission, within 30 days after the adoption of the resolution by the 
county board of commissioners, shall establish charter commission districts equal to the number of 
charter commissioners to be elected. All districts shall be single member districts and as equal in 
population as practicable. The latest official published figures of the United States official census shall 
be used in this determination, except that in cases requiring a division of official census units to meet 

the population standard, an actual population count may be used to make the division. Other 
governmental census figures of total population may be used if taken after the last decennial United 

States census and the United States census figures are not adequate for the purposes of this act. The 
secretary of state shall furnish the latest official published figures to the county apportionment 
commission within 15 days after publication of subsequent United States official census figures. A 
contract may be entered into with the United States census bureau to conduct a special census if the 

latest United States decennial census figures are not adequate. Each district shall be contiguous, 
compact, and as nearly square in shape as is practicable, depending on the geography of the county 
area involved, and shall be drawn without regard to partisan political advantage. Each city and 
township shall be apportioned so that it shall have the largest possible number of complete districts 
within its boundaries before any part of the city or township is joined to territory outside the 
boundaries of the city or township to form a district. Townships, villages, cities, and precincts shall be 
divided only if necessary to meet the population standard. 

(3) In a county having a population of less than 1,500,000, the date of the primary election for 
charter commissioners may be the same as the date for the submisson of the question as provided in 

section 3. Otherwise, the date of the primary election for charter commissioners shall be the same as 

the date for the submission of the question as provided in section 3. The election of the charter 
commission shall be at the next primary or general election occurring not less than 60 days after the 
primary election for charter commissioners. If a regular primary or general election does not occur 
within 180 days after the date of the primary, the county board of commissioners shall provide, in the 
resolution, for a date on which the final election of the commission shall be held. 

(4) The apportionment plan approved by the apportionment commission shall be filed in the office of 
the county clerk at which time the plan shall become effective, and copies of the plan immediately 
shall be forwarded by the county clerk to the secretary of state for filing. The plan shall be made 
available at cost to any registered voter of the county. 

(5) Any registered voter of the county, within 30 days after the filing of the plan for his or her county, 

may petition the court of appeals to review the plan to determine if the plan meets the requirements 
of the laws of this state. A finding of the court of appeals may be appealed to the supreme court of 
this state as provided by law. 

(6) If the apportionment commission has failed to submit a plan for its county within 60 days but not 
less than 30 days after the latest official published census figures are available or within an additional 
time as may be granted by the court of appeals for good cause shown on petition from the 
apportionment commission, any registered voter of the county may submit a plan to the commission 
for approval. The apportionment commission shall choose, from among those plans submitted, a plan 
meeting the requirements of the laws of this state and shall file the plan in the office of the county 

clerk as provided in this section within 30 days after the deadline for filing of the apportionment 
commission's own plan or any extension granted on the filing of the plan. 
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(7) Once an apportionment plan has been found constitutional and not in violation of this act and all 

appeals have been exhausted or, if an appeal has not been taken, when the time for appeal has 
expired, that plan shall be the official apportionment plan for the county until the next United States 
official decennial census figures are available. When the next United States official decennial census 

figures are available, a new apportionment plan under this act shall be established by the county 
apportionment commission. 

(8) The electors of each district established pursuant to this act shall elect 1 charter commissioner. 
There shall not be representation other than that set forth by this act. 

45.514 County charter; mandatory provisions; subsection(1)(d) inapplicable to certain 
counties; staggered terms of office. 

Sec. 14. 

(1) A county charter adopted under this act shall provide for all of the following: 

(a) In a county having a population of less than 1,500,000, for a salaried county executive, who shall 
be elected at large on a partisan basis, and for the county executive's authority, duties, and 
responsibilities. In a county having a population of 1,500,000, or more, a county charter adopted 

under this act shall provide for a form of executive government described and adopted under section 
11a. 

(b) The election of a legislative body to be known as the county board of commissioners, whose term 
of office shall be concurrent with that of state representatives, and for their authority, duties, 
responsibilities, and number which shall be not less than 5 nor more than 21 in counties of less than 
600,000, and not less than 5 nor more than 27 in counties of 600,000 or more. The county board of 
commissioners shall provide by ordinance for their compensation and may increase or decrease their 
compensation. A change in compensation shall not be effective during the term of office for which the 
legislative body making the change was elected. The charter shall also provide for the partisan 

election of members of the legislative body from single member districts to be established by the 
county apportionment commission as created in section 5 and pursuant to the standards and 
guidelines established in section 5 for reapportionment based upon the last official federal decennial 
census, effective at the first regular general election of the members of the legislative body occurring 
not less than 12 months after the completion and certification of the federal census. Each city and 
township shall be apportioned so that it has the largest possible number of complete districts within its 
boundaries before any part of the city or township is joined to territory outside the boundaries of the 
city or township to form a district. 

(c) The partisan election of a sheriff, a prosecuting attorney, a county clerk, a county treasurer, and a 

register of deeds, and for the authority of the county board of commissioners to combine the county 
clerk and register of deeds into 1 office as authorized by law. 

(d) Except as provided in subdivision (c), the continuation of all existing county offices, boards, 
commissions, and departments whether established by law or by action of the county board of 

commissioners; the performance of their respective duties by other county offices, boards, 
commissions, and departments; or for the discontinuance of these county offices, boards, 
commissions, and departments. Notwithstanding this subdivision in relation to existing county offices, 
boards, commissions, and departments, a county charter shall insure the following: 

(i) Except as otherwise provided under subsection (2), in a county having a population of less than 
1,500,000, the charter shall not be in derogation of the powers and duties of the county road 
commission in the exercise of their statutory duties concerning the preservation of a county road 

system. The charter for these counties shall provide for the creation of a commission consisting of not 
fewer than 3 or more than 5 members. Not less than 1 member of the commission shall be a resident 
of a township within the county. 
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(ii) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2), in a county having a population of 1,500,000 or 

more, the charter shall provide for the continuation of a county road system within the county. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this act, the charter described in this subparagraph shall 
provide that responsibility for the determination of the expenditure of all funds for road construction 

and road maintenance, and for carrying out the powers and duties pertaining to a county road system 
as provided in sections 9 to 32 of chapter 4 of 1909 PA 283, MCL 224.9 to 224.32, shall be vested in a 
commission consisting of not fewer than 3 or more than 5 members. The charter shall provide that 1 
member of the commission shall be a resident of the most populous city in the county, 1 member shall 
be a resident of a city other than the most populous city within the county, and that 1 member shall 
be a resident of a township within the county. The charter shall provide that the commission shall be 
appointed by either the elected county executive or the chief administrative officer. Appointment to 

the commission shall require advice and consent by a majority of the county board of commissioners 
elected and serving not more than 60 days after the appointment. If the county board of 
commissioners does not vote on the appointment within 60 days, the appointment shall become final. 
The charter may provide for the number of members and a fixed term of years for the members of the 
commission, but the charter shall provide that the members of the commission may be removed at 

the pleasure of the elected county executive or the chief administrative officer. The charter shall 

specify duties and procedures to assure that administrative decisions made for road construction shall 
be coordinated with administrative decisions made for other programs which relate to roads. As used 
in this subparagraph, "road construction" means all of the following: 

(A) The building of a new road or street and the improving of an existing road or street by correction 
grades, drainage structures, width, alignment, or surface. 

(B) The building of bridges or grade separations and the repair of these structures by strengthening, 
widening, and the replacement of piers and abutments. 

(C) The initial signing of newly constructed roads or streets, major resigning of projects, and the 
installation, replacement, or improvement of traffic signals. 

(e) The continuation and implementation of a system of pensions and retirement for county officers 
and employees in those counties having a system in effect at the time of the adoption of the charter. 
The system provided under the charter shall recognize the accrued rights and benefits of the officers 
and employees under the system then in effect. The charter shall not infringe upon nor be in 
derogation of those accrued rights and benefits. The charter shall not preclude future modification of 
the system. 

(f) The continuation and implementation of a system of civil service in those counties having a system 
at the time of the adoption of the charter. The system of civil service provided under the charter shall 
recognize the rights and status of persons under the civil service system then in effect. The charter 

shall not infringe upon nor be in derogation of those rights and that status. The charter shall not 
preclude future modification of the system. Except as provided in subdivision (d), the charter shall 
provide that the system of civil service be coordinated among the county offices, boards, 
commissions, and departments. 

(g) That the general statutes and local acts of this state regarding counties and county officers shall 
continue in effect except to the extent that this act permits the charter to provide otherwise, if the 
charter does in fact provide otherwise. 

(h) That all ordinances of the county shall remain in effect unless changed by the charter or an 
ordinance adopted under the charter. 

(i) The power and authority to adopt, amend, and repeal any ordinance authorized by law, or 
necessary to carry out any power, function, or service authorized by this act and by the charter. 
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(j) The power and authority to enter into any intergovernmental contract which is not specifically 
prohibited by law. 

(k) The power and authority to join, establish, or form with any other governmental unit an 
intergovernmental district or authority for the purpose of performing a public function or service, 
which each is authorized to perform separately, the performance of which is not prohibited by law. 

(l) A debt limit of not to exceed 10% of the state equalized value of the taxable property within the 
county. 

(m) The levy and collection of taxes, the fixing of an ad valorem property tax limitation of not to 
exceed 1% of the state equalized value of the taxable property within the county, and that the levy of 
taxes from within this ad valorem property tax limitation shall not exceed, unless otherwise approved 
by the electors, the tax rate in mills, equal to the number of mills allocated to the county either by a 

county tax allocation board or by a separate tax limitation under the property tax limitation act, 1933 

PA 62, MCL 211.201 to 211.217a, in the year immediately preceding the year in which the county 
adopts a charter. 

(n) Initiative and referendum on all matters within the scope of the county's power and authority; and 
for the recall of all county officials. 

(o) Amendment or revision of the charter initiated either by action of the legislative body of the county 
or by initiatory process. An amendment or revision shall not become effective unless the amendment 
or revision is submitted to the electorate of the county and approved by a majority of those voting. 

(p) That the acquisition, operation, and sale of public utility facilities for furnishing light, heat, or 
power shall be subject to the same restrictions as imposed on cities and villages by the state 
constitution of 1963 and applicable law. 

(q) Annual preparation, review, approval, and adherence to a balanced budget in a manner which 

assures coordination among the county offices, boards, commissions, and departments, except as 
provided in subdivision (d). 

(r) An annual audit by an independent certified public accountant of all county funds. 

(s) That a county that incurs a budget deficit in any fiscal year shall prepare and submit a detailed and 
specific 5-year plan for short term financial recovery and long range financial stability to the governor 
and the legislature, before adoption of the next annual county budget, for review. The 5-year plan 
shall include, but not be limited to, a projection of annual revenues and expenditures, an employee 
classification and pay plan, a capital improvements budget, and equipment replacement schedules. 

(2) Subsection (1)(d) shall not apply to a county in which the charter is amended to provide for an 
alternative method of carrying out the powers and duties which are otherwise provided by law for a 
board of county road commissioners. 

(3) The county board of commissioners may by resolution provide for staggered terms of office for the 

road commissioners under subsection (1)(d) so that not more than 2 road commissioners' terms of 
office expire in the same year. 
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46.6 Accounts of county treasurer; annual examination by board of supervisors. 

Sec. 6. 

It shall be the duty of every such board of supervisors, as often as once in each year, to examine the 
accounts of the treasurer of their county, and to ascertain and enter upon their records, a full 
statement of such account. 

46.9 Report of board proceedings; report of receipts and expenditures; annual report; 
publication; public inspection and copying. 

Sec. 9. 

(1) The county board of commissioners shall cause to be made out immediately after each session a 
report of the proceedings of the board at that session and shall do 1 of the following: 

(a) Publish the full report as soon as possible after each session in at least 1 well-established 

newspaper in the county or, if there is not a well-established newspaper in the county, in a newspaper 
published in a county adjacent to that county. 

(b) Publish a synopsis of the proceedings of the board as soon as possible after each session in at 
least 1 well-established newspaper in the county or, if there is not a well-established newspaper in the 
county, in a newspaper published in a county adjacent to that county. A statement shall be included 
within the synopsis that a full report is available from the office of the county clerk upon request. 

(c) Make the report available as soon as possible after each session in the office of the county clerk for 
public inspection and copying without charge, mail copies of the report upon request without charge, 
and advertise that the report is available from the office of the county clerk in at least 1 well-
established newspaper in the county or, if there is not a well-established newspaper in the county, in a 
newspaper published in a county adjacent to that county. 

(2) The board shall make available immediately after each session a report of receipts and 
expenditures which shall include a statement of the name of each claimant with the amount claimed 

and the amount allowed for that claimant, and a full statement of the amounts of the treasurer's 
account on the last settlement as found on the treasurer's balance sheet or account current to the last 
settlement. This report shall be available for public inspection and copying without charge at the office 
of the county clerk. The county clerk shall also send a copy of this report to the news media. 

(3) The board may publish an annual report in pamphlet form containing the reports described in 
subsections (1) and (2). The number of copies as directed by the board shall be prepared and a copy 
shall be obtainable by a taxpayer without charge upon demand from the county clerk. Regardless of 
whether an annual report is published in pamphlet form, an annual report shall be prepared and shall 
be open to public inspection and copying at the office of the county clerk. 

46.14 Vacating, dividing, or altering township, establishing new township, or organizing or 
consolidating townships; application; map; certified statement; indebtedness to state; tax 

levy. 

Sec. 14. 

(1) By a vote of 3/5 of all the members elected, a county board of commissioners may vacate, divide, 
or alter a township within the county, whether the boundaries of the township were fixed by a special 

act of the legislature or by action of the county board of commissioners, or may establish a new 
township or organize or consolidate townships, upon application to the board, as provided in this act, 
of at least 20% of freeholders who are actually residents of each of the townships to be affected by 
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the alteration. If a township had 30 or less electors at the last general election, then the application 
may be made by not less than 5 electors of that township voting at the last general election. 

(2) After receipt of a map of all the affected townships that shows the proposed alterations and if the 
county board of commissioners grants the application, a copy of the map with a certified statement of 
the action of the county board attached shall be filed in the office of the county clerk. A certified 
statement of the action of the county board shall also be filed in the office of the secretary of state. 

After filing the statement, the secretary of state shall publish that statement with the laws of the next 
legislature in the same manner as other laws are published. 

(3) If it appears that a county is indebted to the state of Michigan, judicially or otherwise, and the 
amount of the indebtedness is determined and properly certified to the proper officers of the county, 
within 20 days after the certification, the county board of commissioners shall meet and consider the 
indebtedness or judgment. At that meeting, the board may submit to a vote of the electors of the 
county a proposition to issue bonds or to levy a tax to pay the indebtedness or judgment, as provided 
in this act. 

46.175c Bonds generally. 

Sec. 5c. 

(1) For the purpose of obtaining funds for the acquisition and construction of the improvements or 
facilities authorized by this act, the county after the execution of the contract or contracts authorized 
by sections 5a and 5b, upon resolution adopted by its county board of commissioners, may issue its 
negotiable bonds secured by the full faith and credit pledges made by each contracting unit of 
government pursuant to authorization contained in this act and the contract or contracts entered into 
pursuant to sections 5a and 5b. The bonds shall not be delivered until the contract or contracts 

become effective as provided in section 5b. The bonds shall be issued in the name of the county and 
shall be executed in such manner as provided in the resolution authorizing the bonds. Bonds issued 
under this act shall mature in a period not to exceed 40 years. The bonds and coupons shall taxation 

by be exempt from all this state or by any taxing authority within this state. The bonds shall not 
pledge the full faith and credit of the issuing county except as otherwise provided in this section. As 
additional security for the payment of the principal of and interest on any bonds issued under this 

section, any issuing county may, upon proper resolution adopted by a majority vote of the members-
elect of its county board of commissioners, pledge the full faith and credit of the county for the prompt 
payment of the principal of and interest on the bonds. In the event the county is required to advance 
any money by reason of a pledge on account of the delinquency of any contracting unit of government 
and if provided in the contract, the county treasurer shall notify the state treasurer to deduct the 
amount of money advanced by the county from any unrestricted money in the state treasurer's 
possession belonging to the unit of government and to pay the amount to the county. The money shall 

be paid into the general fund of the county. The right of deduction to receive payment from the state 
treasurer given to the county by this statute shall not operate to limit the county's right to pursue any 
other legal remedies for the reimbursement of money advanced under this section. The board of 
commissioners of any county that has advanced any money and that has not been reimbursed may 
order a unit of government having taxing power and its officers to levy upon its next tax roll an 

amount sufficient to make the reimbursement on or before the date when its taxes become delinquent 
and the unit of government and its tax levying and collecting officials shall levy and collect the taxes 

and reimburse the county. The resolution authorizing the issuance of the bonds shall contain the 
terms of the contract or contracts authorized by sections 5a and 5b. Sections 5a, 5b, and 5c shall be 
construed as an additional and alternative method for the acquisition, construction, and financing of 
the improvements or facilities contemplated by this act, and shall not affect the other provisions of 
this act relating to the acquisition, construction, or financing of improvements or facilities. Any 
improvements and facilities contemplated by this act may be acquired, constructed, and financed in 

part under the provisions of sections 5a, 5b, and 5c and in part under other sections of this act. This 
act shall not validate any drain orders or bonds issued prior to April 30, 1954. 
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(2) Bonds issued under this act are subject to the revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 
141.2101 to 141.2821. 

46.353 County commission and regional commission; election and terms of officers; 
treasurer; quorum; conducting business at public meeting; notice of meeting; bylaws; 
contracts. 

Sec. 3. 

Each January a county commission and a regional commission shall elect from its membership a 
president, a secretary, and other officers as it considers necessary. The officers shall hold office for 
the calendar year in which they are elected and until their successors are elected and qualified. The 
county treasurer shall be treasurer of a county commission and the county treasurer of the county 
furnishing the larger portion of the approved budget shall be treasurer of a regional commission. A 

majority of the members of the commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business 

and the business which a county or regional commission may perform shall be conducted at a public 
meeting of the county or regional commission held in compliance with Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 
1976, being sections 15.261 to 15.275 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. Public notice of the time, date, 
and place of the meeting shall be given in the manner required by Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 
1976. The county board of commissioners may authorize a county commission to adopt bylaws and 
enter into contracts. A regional commission may adopt bylaws and enter into contracts. 

46.403 County apportionment commission; membership; convening apportionment 

commission; adopting rules of procedure; quorum; action by majority vote; conducting 
business at public meeting; notice of meeting; availability of certain writings to public. 

Sec. 3. 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the county apportionment commission shall 
consist of the county clerk, the county treasurer, the prosecuting attorney, and the statutory county 

chairperson of each of the 2 political parties receiving the greatest number of votes cast for the office 
of secretary of state in the last preceding general election. If a county does not have a statutory 
chairperson of a political party, the 2 additional members shall be a party representative from each of 
the 2 political parties receiving the greatest number of votes cast for the office of secretary of state in 
the last preceding general election and appointed by the chairperson of the state central committee 
for each of the political parties. In a county with a population of 1,000,000 or more that has adopted 
an optional unified form of county government under 1973 PA 139, MCL 45.551 to 45.573, with an 

elected county executive, the county apportionment commission shall be the county board of 
commissioners. The clerk shall convene the apportionment commission and they shall adopt their 
rules of procedure. A majority of the members of the apportionment commission shall be a quorum 
sufficient to conduct its business. All action of the apportionment commission shall be by majority vote 
of the commission. 

(2) The business which the apportionment commission may perform shall be conducted at a public 
meeting held in compliance with the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. Public 

notice of the time, date, and place of the meeting shall be given in the manner required by the open 
meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. 

(3) A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by the commission in the 
performance of an official function shall be made available to the public in compliance with the 
freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246. 
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47.9 Board of county auditors; powers and duties. 

Sec. 9. 

The said board shall have power, and it is hereby expressly authorized and directed: 

First, To audit all claims which are chargeable against the said county, as in section 8 above provided, 

and to draw warrants therefor, duly signed by its chairman and countersigned by the clerk; but no 
warrant shall be drawn or issued by said board except for the amount of a just claim against said 
county, which has been duly allowed by said board; 

Second, To purchase such books, stationery, blanks, printed matter, furniture and general supplies, as 
shall be necessary for the use of the county and its officers, and the circuit court; 

Third, To examine the books and accounts of all county officers. The board, may as often as it deems 

necessary require the accounts and vouchers of any county officer to be presented, and after the 
same shall have been examined and audited by said board, it shall not be required that said account 
be again audited by the county board of supervisors. Whenever any moneys are paid to the county 
treasurer by an officer or agent of said county, such officer or agent shall take a duplicate receipt 
therefor, which shall be filed forthwith in the office of the said board, and said county treasurer shall 

at the end of each month, and at such other times as may be required by said board, report to said 
board all moneys received by him, from and after making his last report; 

Fourth, To recommend to the board of supervisors the number of clerks, assistants and other help 
necessary in the several county offices, and also recommend compensation for such deputies, clerks 
and assistants employed therein, and in the circuit court when not otherwise provided by law; 

Fifth, To designate and establish a system of records and accounts for the various county offices, and 
require any county officer to make report under oath of any subject or matter connected with the 
duties of his office. Any person violating the provision of the subdivision shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be punished as provided in section 8 hereof; 

Sixth, To approve any and all official bonds in which the county may be interested, where the approval 
of such bonds is not otherwise provided by law. The board may require any officer, deputy or assistant 
or clerk to give bond to the people of the state of Michigan in such sum as it deems reasonable and 
necessary for the faithful performance of their respective duties; 

Seventh, To summon witnesses, administer oaths and take testimony as to the legality of any bill or 
claim pending before said board; 

Eighth, To prepare on or before the tenth day of each month, a statement signed by the clerk of said 
board of all claims passed upon by the board during the preceding month. Copies of the statement 
shall be on file and available for inspection only by the public at the clerk's office; 

Ninth, To prepare annually before the first day of October of each year, a detailed estimate of the 
necessary expenses of said county for the ensuing calendar year, together with an estimate of the 

probable receipts of the county from all sources other than taxation. These estimates shall be 
presented to the board of supervisors at its annual October session, on the first day of such session, 
with recommendation of said board of auditors as to the amount of money necessary to be raised by 
taxation for the several purposes of the county expenditures; 

Tenth, To have immediate charge and control of the court house and all other county buildings of said 
county and to provide for the maintenance of the same in an appropriate manner: Provided, That no 
more than $1,000.00 shall be expended in any 1 year for repairing or improving the county buildings; 
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Eleventh, To contract for the printing of all proceedings of the board of supervisors and for printing all 

official ballots as prepared by the board of county election commissioners, and such other printing as 
may be required in the various county offices, all of which shall be contracted for with the lowest 
responsible bidder; 

Twelfth, To elect 1 of their members to act as chairman pro tempore in case of the illness or 
unavoidable absence of said chairman. 

48.35 County treasurer; bond; cost. 

Sec. 35. 

As determined by the county board of commissioners, the county treasurer either shall be covered by 
a blanket bond or shall give a bond of a surety company authorized to do business in this state for the 
faithful and proper discharge of the duties of the county treasurer's office and the duties required by 

virtue of the office of county treasurer as directed under this chapter. The cost of the individual bond 
shall be paid from the general fund of the county. 

48.36 County treasurer; bond; contents; amount; sureties. 

Sec. 36. 

Whichever bond is required under section 35 of this chapter shall be conditioned that the person shall 
faithfully and properly execute the person's duty and trust, and that the treasurer shall pay according 
to law all money which shall come to the treasurer's hands as treasurer, and will render a just and 
true account of that money at any time required by the county board of commissioners, or by law, and 

that the treasurer shall deliver over to the treasurer's successor in office, or to any other person 
authorized by law to receive the same, all money, books, papers, and other things appertaining or 
belonging to the office. If an individual bond for the county treasurer is required, it shall be in an 
amount as determined by the county board of commissioners and shall be given to the county board 

of commissioners with 3 or more sufficient sureties as determined by the county board of 
commissioners. Further, if an individual bond for the county treasurer is required and if the county 
board of commissioners neglects or refuses, for the period of 20 days after the commencement of the 

term for which the treasurer was elected, to approve of the sufficiency of the sureties to the bond, or 
direct the sum in which the same shall be given, the circuit judge, on application of the treasurer 
elect, may approve of the sufficiency of the sureties of the bond, on being satisfied of their pecuniary 
responsibility to meet the exigency of the bond, and may direct the sum for which the bond shall be 
given, not however in a less sum than that directed for the treasurer's predecessor. 

48.37 Deputy; appointment, duties, oath, and bond; employment and bond of personnel; 
liability for acts, defaults, and misconduct; prosecution. 

Sec. 37. 

The county treasurer shall appoint a deputy, who, in the absence of the treasurer from the office, or in 
case of a vacancy in the office, or a disability of the treasurer to perform the duties of the office, may 
perform all the duties of the office of treasurer, until the vacancy is filled or the disability is removed. 
The county treasurer may revoke those appointments at any time. The deputy shall qualify by taking 
the constitutional oath of office and filing a bond, if the county board of commissioners determines 

that an individual bond is necessary. The treasurer may employ personnel necessary and approved by 
the county board of commissioners. In a county having a civil service, employment of personnel shall 
be in accordance with Act No. 370 of the Public Acts of 1941, as amended, being sections 38.401 to 
38.428 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. All appointments and revocations of appointments shall be in 
writing. A treasurer shall not be responsible for the acts, defaults, and misconduct in office of a deputy 
or any other employee in the treasurer's office accruing without the knowledge or negligence of the 
treasurer. Each employee, before entering upon the duties of office, shall execute and file an 
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individual bond, for the faithful performance of duties in the amount, form, and manner prescribed by 

the county board of commissioners, if the county board of commissioners determines that an 
individual bond is necessary. The deputy or other employee shall be liable for the deputy's or 
employee's acts, defaults, and misconduct in office in the same manner as the treasurer or the 

treasurer's executors and administrators would otherwise be liable, and actions for those acts, 
defaults, and misconduct shall be prosecuted directly against the deputy or other employee, and the 
appropriate surety. 

48.39 County treasurer; persons ineligible for office. 

Sec. 39. 

No person holding the office of prosecuting attorney, judge of a county court, county clerk, supervisor 
or sheriff, shall hold the office of county treasurer. 

48.40 County treasurer; duties as to county moneys. 

Sec. 40. 

It shall be the duty of the county treasurer to receive all moneys belonging to the county, from 
whatever source they may be derived; and all moneys received by him for the use of the county, shall 
be paid by him only on the order of the board of supervisors, signed by their clerk, and countersigned 
by their chairman, except when special provision for the payment thereof is or shall be otherwise 
made by law. 

48.41 County treasurer; exhibition of accounts to board of supervisors. 

Sec. 41. 

At the annual meeting of the board of supervisors, or at such other time as they shall direct, the 
county treasurer shall exhibit to them all his books and accounts, and all vouchers relating to the 
same, to be audited and allowed: Provided, That such vouchers and/or duplicate copies in the office of 
the county clerk may be destroyed at the expiration of 10 years after being so audited and allowed. 

48.42 County treasurer; delivery of records to successor. 

Sec. 42. 

Upon the death, resignation, or removal from office, of any county treasurer, all the books and papers 
belonging to his office, and all moneys in his hands by virtue of his office, shall be delivered to his 
successor in office, upon the oath of the preceding county treasurer, or in case of his death upon the 
oath of his executors or administrators. 

48.43 County treasurer; compensation. 

Sec. 43. 

(1) The county treasurer shall receive for his or her services, compensation as the county board of 
commissioners considers reasonable. 

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), for a county which has a county officers compensation 
commission, the compensation of the county treasurer of that county shall be determined by that 
commission. 
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48.44 County treasurer; insurance of public buildings. 

Sec. 44. 

When directed by the board of supervisors, the county treasurer shall cause to be insured any or all 
the public buildings belonging to the county, as said board shall direct, and the insurance thereon shall 
be taken in the name of the treasurer, and his successors in office: Provided, That in such counties as 
shall have a board of county auditors, said board of county auditors shall, when directed by the board 
of supervisors of said county, cause to be insured any or all of the public buildings belonging to said 
county or any other property, real or personal, belonging to said county, as said board of supervisors 

shall direct, and the insurance thereon shall be taken in the name of the county treasurer and his 
successors in office. 

48.45 County treasurers; collection of moneys due for damage to insured public buildings, 

disposition. 

Sec. 45. 

In case of the destruction of, or damage done to the buildings so insured, the treasurer shall have 
authority, and it shall be his duty, to demand and receive the moneys which shall be due on account 

of such insurance, and in case of neglect or refusal to pay the same, he shall sue for and collect such 
moneys in his name of office whenever directed by the board of supervisors, and pay the same into 
the county treasury, to be used in repairing or rebuilding such public buildings. 

48.48 County treasurer; location of office. 

Sec. 48. 

The county treasurer shall keep his office at the seat of justice for the county. 

48.101 Transcript and abstract of paper or record; request; fees; disposition of money; 
imposition of fees by certain charter counties; maximum charge per parcel record; 
electronic copy of records; resale for commercial purposes prohibited; "qualified data file" 

defined. 

Sec. 1. 

(1) Except as provided in subsection (6), a county treasurer shall make upon request a transcript of 
any paper or record on file in the treasurer's office for the following fees: 

(a) For an abstract of taxes on any description of land, 25 cents for each year covered by the abstract. 

(b) For an abstract with statement of name and residence of taxpayers, 25 cents per year for each 
description of land covered by the abstract. 

(c) For 1 copy of any paper or document, at the rate of 25 cents per 100 words. 

(d) For each certificate, 25 cents. 

(2) For statements in respect to the payment of taxes required by section 135 of the general property 
tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.135, except as provided in subsection (6), the county treasurer shall 
collect 20 cents for each description of land contained in the certificate, but the total amount paid shall 
not be less than $1.00, or beginning July 1, 2015, $5.00. 
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(3) An abstract, list, copy, or statement made as required by this act shall not be furnished for a sum 
less than 50 cents. 

(4) All money collected under this act shall be credited to the general fund of the county. 

(5) Except as provided in subsection (6), a charter county with a population of more than 2,000,000 
may impose by ordinance a different amount for the fees prescribed by this section. A charter county 
shall not impose a fee that is greater than the cost of the service for which the fee is charged. 

(6) The maximum charge shall be $0.25 per parcel record, not to exceed $1,500.00 for each request 
under this section, if the request is for an electronic copy of records in a qualified data file that is 
maintained with the county treasurer. A response to a request for an electronic copy of records in the 
qualified data file shall be transmitted electronically using a format that is documented by an open 
standards organization and that has defined, delimited fields. 

(7) Copies of records obtained under subsection (6) may not be resold for a commercial purpose. 

(8) As used in this act, "qualified data file" means an electronic data file that includes at least the 
following information in the record for each parcel of real property in the county for the current tax 
year: 

(a) The taxable value. 

(b) The state equalized value. 

(c) The assessed value. 

(d) Past sale data. 

(e) Property classification. 

(f) Property address. 

(g) Parcel identification number. 

(h) Owner name and address. 

(i) Taxpayer name and address. 

(j) Principal residence status. 

(k) Other tax equalization data. 

(l) Special assessments. 

(m) Total millage rate. 

(n) Enumerated millage list. 

(o) Tax bill amount for winter tax bill. 
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(p) Tax bill amount for summer tax bill. 
 
48.121 County treasurer; maintenance of office in conjunction with other offices prohibited. 

Sec. 1. 

It shall be unlawful to establish or maintain any county office in connection with the county treasurer's 
office in any county in this state. 

50.63 County clerk; deputies, appointment. 

Sec. 63. 

Each county clerk shall appoint 1 or more deputies, to be approved by the circuit judge, 1 of whom 

shall be designated in the appointment as the successor of such clerk in case of vacancy from any 
cause, and may revoke such appointment at his pleasure, which appointment and revocation shall be 
in writing, under his hand, and filed in the office of the county treasurer, and the deputy or deputies, 
may perform the duties of such clerks. 

52.113 Coroners in counties over 250,000; disposition of fees, itemized statement. 

Sec. 3. 

All fees hereafter taxed and collected by said coroners or their deputies or clerks for them, shall be 
paid to the county treasurer on the last day of every month, and the same shall be for the use of such 
county and placed to the credit of the general fund. Such payment shall in all cases be accompanied 
by an itemized statement in writing of the coroner or his deputy of the services rendered and the fees 

collected and that the same is true in every particular, which statement shall be verified by the oath of 
the officer making the same that such statement is true. 

53.145 Abstractor; powers and duties. 

Sec. 5. 

It shall be the duty of the superintendent or abstractor 

(a) To keep and maintain said system of indexes and abstracts up to date at all times, in every 
particular, promptly entering upon the records of said system every deed, mortgage, release, 
discharge, attachment, lien, sale, lis pendens, agreement or other transaction appearing on the 
records of said county in any manner affecting the title to any of the lands in said county; 

(b) To promptly make and deliver from time to time abstracts of title to any lands in said county which 
may at any time be ordered and to collect the fees therefor which may from time to time be fixed and 

established by the board of supervisors; 

(c) To promptly furnish information concerning the condition of title to any such lands to any person 

inquiring therefor and collect such fees as may from time to time be fixed and established by the 
board of supervisors; 

(d) To turn over all moneys received to the county treasurer at the end of each month with an 

itemized statement of all receipts which statement shall remain on file in the office of the county 
treasurer, and to make such reports of the business of his office as may be required by the ordinance 
or by resolution of the board of supervisors. 
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54.95 County surveyor; abolition of office; reestablishment of office; eligibility for election 

or appointment; bond. 

Sec. 95. 

(1) The county board of commissioners, by resolution, may abolish the office of county surveyor. 
Action to abolish the office shall be taken before May 15 of the year in which county officers are 
elected. The term of office of a county surveyor shall not be shortened by that action. The office may 
be reestablished in the same manner and subject to the same time limitations as is provided for the 
abolition of the office. If reestablished, the effective date of the reestablishment shall be January 1 of 

the year in which county officers assume office. A person shall not be eligible to be elected or 
appointed to the office of county surveyor unless licensed as a land surveyor in accordance with the 
occupational code, Act No. 299 of the Public Acts of 1980, being sections 339.101 to 339.2721 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws. 

(2) As determined by the county board of commissioners, the county surveyor either shall be covered 
by a blanket bond or shall give a bond to the people of this state, in the penal sum of $2,000.00, with 
2 sureties to be approved by the county treasurer, conditioned for faithful and impartial discharge of 
the duties of office. 

123.747 Failure to pay amounts required under contract or assessment; notice; deduction; 
other remedies for reimbursement; tax levy. 

Sec. 17. 

A contract or assessment made under this act may provide that if a municipality shall fail to pay to a 
county operating under this act any amount required to be paid under any contract or assessment 
when due, then the county treasurer shall notify the state treasurer, or other appropriate disbursing 
official, who is hereby directed to deduct the amount from any moneys in his possession belonging to 
the municipality which are not pledged to the payment of debts, but the state treasurer or other 

official shall not withhold in any 1 year a sum greater than 25% of the total amount owed the county 
by the delinquent municipality as stated in the notice from the county treasurer. Nothing in this 
section shall permit the deduction of moneys in contravention of the constitution, but a municipality 
itself may authorize, in any contract with a county operating under this act, the deduction and transfer 
from moneys derived from unrestricted state funds returnable to the municipality. The right of 
deduction given by this act shall not operate to limit the county's right to pursue other legal remedies 
for the reimbursement of moneys paid by the county hereunder on behalf of a municipality other than 

the county and the county board of commissioners of a county which has paid any money on behalf of 
any other municipality and which was not reimbursed therefor, may order the municipality and its 
officers to levy upon its next tax roll an amount sufficient to make the reimbursement on or before the 
date when its taxes become delinquent; and the municipality and its tax levying and collecting officials 
shall levy and collect the taxes and reimburse the county. 

123.757 Special assessments; collection. 

Sec. 27. 

All assessments spread under the provisions of this act shall be subject to the same interest, collection 
and penalty charges and shall be collected in the same manner, as county taxes. All collecting officers 
are hereby vested with the same power and authority in the collection of such assessments as are or 
may be conferred upon them by law for collecting general county taxes. All collections of special 
assessments made by city and township treasurers shall be turned over to the county treasurer. All 
provisions of law in respect to the return of uncollected county taxes by the treasurers of cities and 

townships shall apply to the return of uncollected special assessments spread upon the tax rolls under 
the provisions of this act, and all provisions of law in respect to the sale of lands for the nonpayment 
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of taxes and the redemption thereof, shall likewise apply in case of the nonpayment of special 
assessments. 

128.81 Cemetery lots; deposit for care with county treasurer. 

Sec. 1. 

Any person residing in the state of Michigan, or elsewhere, may, during his lifetime, by will, or 
otherwise, deposit any sum of money with any county treasurer in the state of Michigan, which sum 
shall not be less than 50 dollars, for the care of any 1 lot, the interest only of which is to be used for 
the purpose of caring for such cemetery lot or lots in any cemetery within the state of Michigan, an 
accurate description of said lots, where and in what cemetery located, to be deposited by the person 
so depositing said money, giving the name of the county and township, village or city in which said 
cemetery is located, giving the number of the lot or lots, if said cemetery is platted, if not platted, 

then by giving the name of some person whose name shall be cut on a stone or monument on the lot 

or lots in the cemetery which he may wish to designate: Provided, This section shall not affect any 
municipality or association that has at this time provision for such deposit of money and laws 
governing the maintenance of cemetery lots. 

128.82 Cemetery lots; deposit for care with county treasurer; investment, county may 
borrow. 

Sec. 2. 

The county in which any such money shall have been so deposited shall have the first privilege of 
borrowing said money, or any part of it, and afterward any person, firm or corporation, in the 
discretion of the county treasurer, by paying interest at the rate of not less than 3 per cent per 
annum. The county treasurer may consolidate such funds for investment, with the approval of the 
finance committee of the board of supervisors. 

128.83 Interest; payment of sexton's claims. 

Sec. 3. 

The county treasurer loaning such money shall pay the interest received by him on such loan to the 
sexton, or whoever may be in charge of the cemetery in which the lot or lots to be benefited are 
located, upon his order stating the amount of labor performed on the lot or lots properly described, 
said labor to be charged at a reasonable compensation therefor, said order to be certified to by the 
supervisor of the township or supervisor district in which said cemetery may be located, as having 
been performed and that the same is a reasonable compensation therefor. 

128.84 Treasurer's receipts; contents; duplicate, filing. 

Sec. 4. 

Every county treasurer in this state, upon receiving any so called cemetery money, shall at once 
deliver to the person depositing the same, a receipt, stating the amount received, the name in full of 
the person depositing the same, with a full and accurate description of the lot or lots, for the benefit of 
which, said money is intended to be used, and shall also make and deliver duplicates of said receipt to 

the county clerk and the township or city clerk of the township or city in which the cemetery is 
located, and said county, township or city clerk shall file such duplicate receipts in a book kept 
specially for that purpose. 
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128.85 Treasurer's bond, increase. 

Sec. 5. 

The bond of the county treasurer prescribed in sections 2361 and 2362 of the Compiled Laws of 1915 
shall be holding for all funds deposited under this act. Such bond shall be increased from time to time 
as said funds increase, at the discretion of the board of supervisors. 

128.86 Annual report. 

Sec. 6. 

Every county treasurer having such funds shall make an annual report to the board of supervisors at 

its January session of the total amount of money so deposited, how invested, and the amount of 
interest received therefrom. 

128.157 Incompetent or unknown owner; county treasurer, duties; funds subject to court 

order. 

Sec. 7. 

In case the owner of such real estate shall be unknown, insane, non compos mentis, or an infant, or 
cannot be found within such county, it shall be lawful for the said township to deposit the amount of 

such judgment with the county treasurer of such county, for the use of the person or persons entitled 
thereto; it shall be the duty of such county treasurer to receive such money, and at the time of 
receiving it, to give a receipt or certificate to the person depositing the same with him, stating the 
time when such deposit was made, and for what purpose; and such county treasurer and his sureties 
shall be liable on his bond for any money which shall come into his hands under the provisions of this 
act, in case he shall refuse to pay or account for the same, as herein provided: Provided, That no such 

money shall be drawn from such county treasury except upon an order of the circuit court, circuit 
court commissioner, or judge of probate, as hereinafter provided. 

129.11 Public moneys; definition. 

Sec. 1. 

All moneys which shall come into the hands of any officer of any county, or of any township, school 
district, city or village, or of any other municipal or public corporation within this state, pursuant to 
any provision of law authorizing such officer to collect or receive the same, shall be denominated 
public moneys within the meaning of this act. 

129.12 Resolution providing for designation and deposit of public money; limitation on 
acceptable assets; conduct of proceedings; designation of depositories; deposit of funds; 

liability. 

Sec. 2. 

(1) The county board of commissioners, or board of county auditors in a county in which there is a 
board of county auditors, the township board of a township, the district board, or board of education 

of a school district, or the legislative body of a city or village shall provide by resolution for the 
designation and deposit of public money, including tax money, coming into the possession of the 
county treasurer, township treasurer, school district treasurer, city treasurer or tax collector, or village 
treasurer, in 1 or more financial institutions in the proportion and manner as may be provided in the 
resolution. 
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(2) Assets acceptable for pledging to secure deposits of public funds are limited to any of the 
following: 

(a) Assets considered acceptable to the state treasurer under section 3 of 1855 PA 105, MCL 21.143, 
to secure deposits of state surplus funds. 

(b) Any of the following: 

(i) Securities issued by the federal home loan mortgage corporation. 

(ii) Securities issued by the federal national mortgage association. 

(iii) Securities issued by the government national mortgage association. 

(c) Other securities considered acceptable to the depositor of public funds and the financial institution. 

(3) All proceedings in connection with the deposit of money shall be conducted and be governed under 
section 4 and applicable law not in conflict with this act. Upon designation of a financial institution or 
institutions in compliance with this act, the treasurer or tax collector shall deposit all funds coming 
into the treasurer's possession, including tax money in the treasurer's name as treasurer or tax 
collector, and in the proportion and manner as may be provided by the resolution. 

(4) As to a deposit or deposits made in a designated financial institution in accordance with the 

resolution, neither the treasurer or tax collector, nor the sureties on their respective bonds, shall be 
liable for a loss occasioned or sustained by the failure or default of the designated financial institution. 
This exemption from liability shall apply even though a requirement of a statute provides for the 
furnishing of a bond by depositories of public money. The treasurer or tax collector and the sureties on 
their respective bonds shall be liable for all money not deposited under this act. 

129.14 Deposit or investment of additional funds; limitation. 

Sec. 4. 

Notwithstanding section 2, additional funds coming into the possession of a county treasurer, township 
treasurer, school district treasurer, city treasurer or tax collector, or village treasurer shall not be 
deposited or invested in a financial institution that is not eligible to be a depository of surplus funds 
belonging to the state under section 6 of 1855 PA 105, MCL 21.146. 

129.15 “Deposit” defined. 

Sec. 5. 

As used in this act, “deposit” includes purchase of, or investment in, shares of a credit union. 

 
129.23 Public officials relieved from liability for funds in a designated depository. 

Sec. 3. 

All officers of the state of Michigan or of any of its political subdivisions who in connection with the 
performance of the duties of their respective offices receive moneys as custodians, whether such 
moneys shall have been heretofore so deposited with them, or shall hereafter be so deposited with 
them, are hereby relieved from any liability to any county, township, city, village or school district of 
the state of Michigan and the state of Michigan for failure to pay over such moneys so deposited with 



 

46 

 

them in the possession of such officer but on deposit in a depository duly designated by or under the 
laws of the state of Michigan. 

129.31 Deposit of money, drafts, or checks in designated financial institution; keeping sum 
on hand in treasurer's office; interest; secured deposits; limitation on acceptable assets. 

Sec. 1. 

(1) The county treasurer shall deposit daily money, drafts, or checks on hand received by the 
treasurer as treasurer in a financial institution designated by the county board of commissioners or, if 
the county has a board of auditors, by the board of county auditors as provided in this act. 

(2) If an authorized financial institution is not located in the county seat, deposits shall be made as 
soon as practicable after the funds are received by the county treasurer. 

(3) This act shall not prevent the county treasurer from keeping on hand in the treasurer's office a 
reasonable sum necessary in conducting the affairs of the office. 

(4) The money deposited in an authorized financial institution shall bear interest at the rate approved 
by the county board of commissioners or the board of county auditors. 

(5) Assets acceptable for pledging to secure deposits of county funds are limited to any of the 
following: 

(a) Assets considered acceptable to the state treasurer under section 3 of 1855 PA 105, MCL 21.143, 
to secure deposits of state surplus funds. 

(b) Any of the following: 

(i) Securities issued by the federal home loan mortgage corporation. 

(ii) Securities issued by the federal national mortgage association. 

(iii) Securities issued by the government national mortgage association. 

(c) Other securities considered acceptable to the county and the financial institution. 

129.32 Notices soliciting sealed bids for deposit of public funds; designation of financial 
institution; period; rejection of bids; contract with financial institution; bond; surety; 
drawing on funds; requesting or advertising for bids outside of county; resolution. 

Sec. 2. 

(1) The county clerk or, if the county has a board of auditors, the county board of auditors before 
October 1 in each year that a general election occurs, shall send notices to each financial institution in 
the county soliciting sealed bids for the deposit of public funds received by the treasurer of the county. 
The designation of a financial institution shall be for a period of 2 years. 

(2) The bids shall be delivered by the clerk unopened to the county board of commissioners at its 
annual meeting, or to the county board of auditors at its next meeting after the receipt of the 
proposals by the clerk. The proposals shall be opened and read. The board for any reason may reject 
bids and order the disposition of the bids and funds as specified in this act. If 1 or more of the bids is 

satisfactory, the board may contract with the financial institution tendering the satisfactory bid or bids 
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for the safe keeping of public funds received by the county treasurer and agreeing to give good 
security for the safe keeping and reimbursement of the funds when called for. 

(3) The county board of commissioners or board of county auditors shall fix and determine the amount 
and kind of bond and the class and character of the surety executing the bond. These funds held by a 
financial institution or institutions are subject to being drawn on account current by the county 
through its proper officer. 

(4) If a satisfactory bid is not received from a financial institution in the county, the county board of 
commissioners or the county board of auditors, by resolution, shall instruct the county clerk to request 

bids or to advertise for bids, or both, from financial institutions outside of the county but within the 
state. The resolution may specify the manner of requesting bids or of advertising , or both. The 
resolution shall specify the date, which shall precede the following December 31, at which time the 
bids shall be returnable and on that day the county board of commissioners or the county board of 
auditors shall hold a special meeting to open and consider the bids. Otherwise this act shall apply to 
all bids received and other matters pertaining to the bids. 

129.35 Additional bonds. 

Sec. 5. 

The board of supervisors or the board of county auditors is hereby authorized to require new and 
additional bonds or security from the county treasurer and from the depository or depositories at any 
time or times, when it shall deem the interest of the county requires it shall be done to protect the 
county against loss or risk of loss of any moneys deposited or to be deposited with such county 
treasurer or county depository or depositories. 

129.36 Withdrawal of deposits; suspending payment of deposits; liability. 

Sec. 6. 

(1) If the county board of commissioners or the board of county auditors considers it unsafe to 
continue the deposits with a financial institution, or considers the security insufficient, it may direct 
the county treasurer to withdraw the deposits from the financial institution. The treasurer shall 
withdraw the deposits from the financial institution as directed. 

(2) If a financial institution suspends payment of its deposits while it holds deposits of public money as 
a depository under this act, the county treasurer and the treasurer's sureties shall not be liable for the 
amount of a loss sustained by this suspension without the negligence of the county treasurer. 

129.36a Deposit of additional county funds; limitation. 

Sec. 6a. 

Notwithstanding section 1, additional county funds shall not be deposited in a financial institution 
which is not eligible to be a depository of surplus funds belonging to this state under section 6 of 1855 
PA 105, MCL 21.146. 

129.38 County treasurer; accounts with banks. 

Sec. 8. 

It shall be the duty of the county treasurer to keep the accounts of the treasurer with all banks or 
depositories, where any moneys may be kept or deposited, upon the regular books of his office, so 
that each item of all such accounts shall appear thereon. All items of interest, which may become due 
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to the county from depositories, shall be entered on the books of the treasurer when received in such 
a manner that it shall appear upon what account and for what time such interest accrued. 

129.71 Investment of public moneys received by county treasurer and board of county road 
commissioners. 

Sec. 1. 

The board of supervisors of any county, or the board of county auditors in those counties having a 
board of county auditors, is hereby authorized to invest public moneys received by the county 
treasurers of their respective counties, in interest bearing bonds, notes or other securities of the 
United States government; and the board of county road commissioners of any county is hereby 
authorized to so invest moneys deposited to the credit of the county road fund. 

129.91 Investment of funds of public corporation; eligible depository; secured deposits; 

funds limitation on acceptable assets; pooling or coordinating funds; written agreements; 
investment in certificate of deposit; conditions; “financial institution” defined; additional 

definitions. 

Sec. 1. 

(1) Except as provided in section 5, the governing body by resolution may authorize its investment 
officer to invest the funds of that public corporation in 1 or more of the following: 

(a) Bonds, securities, and other obligations of the United States or an agency or instrumentality of the 
United States. 

(b) Certificates of deposit, savings accounts, or depository receipts of a financial institution, but only if 
the financial institution complies with subsection (2); certificates of deposit obtained through a 

financial institution as provided in subsection (5); or deposit accounts of a financial institution as 
provided in subsection (6). 

(c) Commercial paper rated at the time of purchase within the 2 highest classifications established by 

not less than 2 standard rating services and that matures not more than 270 days after the date of 
purchase. 

(d) Repurchase agreements consisting of instruments listed in subdivision (a). 

(e) Bankers' acceptances of United States banks. 

(f) Obligations of this state or any of its political subdivisions that at the time of purchase are rated as 
investment grade by not less than 1 standard rating service. 

(g) Mutual funds registered under the investment company act of 1940, 15 USC 80a-1 to 80a-64, with 
authority to purchase only investment vehicles that are legal for direct investment by a public 
corporation. However, a mutual fund is not disqualified as a permissible investment solely by reason 
of any of the following: 

(i) The purchase of securities on a when-issued or delayed delivery basis. 

(ii) The ability to lend portfolio securities as long as the mutual fund receives collateral at all times 
equal to at least 100% of the value of the securities loaned. 
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(iii) The limited ability to borrow and pledge a like portion of the portfolio's assets for temporary or 
emergency purposes. 

(h) Obligations described in subdivisions (a) through (g) if purchased through an interlocal agreement 
under the urban cooperation act of 1967, 1967 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512. 

(i) Investment pools organized under the surplus funds investment pool act, 1982 PA 367, MCL 
129.111 to 129.118. 

(j) The investment pools organized under the local government investment pool act, 1985 PA 121, 
MCL 129.141 to 129.150. 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (5), a public corporation that invests its funds under subsection 
(1) shall not deposit or invest the funds in a financial institution that is not eligible to be a depository 
of funds belonging to this state under a law or rule of this state or the United States. 

(3) Assets acceptable for pledging to secure deposits of public funds are limited to assets authorized 
for direct investment under subsection (1). 

(4) The governing body by resolution may authorize its investment officer to enter into written 
agreements with other public corporations to pool or coordinate the funds to be invested under this 
section with the funds of other public corporations. Agreements allowed under this subsection shall 
include all of the following: 

(a) The types of investments permitted to be purchased with pooled funds. 

(b) The rights of members of the pool to withdraw funds from the pooled investments without penalty. 

(c) The duration of the agreement and the requirement that the agreement shall not commence until 

at least 60 days after the public corporations entering the agreement give written notice to an existing 
local government investment pool which is organized under the local government investment pool act, 
1985 PA 121, MCL 129.141 to 129.150, in those counties where such a pool is operating and 
accepting deposits on or before September 29, 2006. 

(d) The method by which the pool will be administered. 

(e) The manner by which the public corporations will respond to liabilities incurred in conjunction with 
the administration of the pool. 

(f) The manner in which strict accountability for all funds will be provided for, including an annual 
statement of all receipts and disbursements. 

(g) The manner by which the public corporations will adhere to the requirements of section 5. 

(5) In addition to the investments authorized under subsection (1), the governing body by resolution 

may authorize its investment officer to invest the funds of the public corporation in 
certificates of deposit in accordance with all of the following conditions: 

(a) The funds are initially invested through a financial institution that is not ineligible to be a 
depository of surplus funds belonging to this state under section 6 of 1855 PA 105, MCL 21.146. 

(b) The financial institution arranges for the investment of the funds in certificates of deposit in 1 or 
more insured depository institutions, as defined in 12 USC 1813, or 1 or more insured credit unions, 
as defined in 12 USC 1752, for the account of the public corporation. 
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(c) The full amount of the principal and any accrued interest of each certificate of deposit is insured by 
an agency of the United States. 

(d) The financial institution acts as custodian for the public corporation with respect to each certificate 
of deposit. 

(e) At the same time that the funds of the public corporation are deposited and the certificate or 
certificates of deposit are issued, the financial institution receives an amount of deposits from 
customers of other insured depository institutions or insured credit unions equal to or greater than the 
amount of the funds initially invested by the public corporation through the financial institution. 

(6) In addition to the investments authorized under subsection (1), the governing body by resolution 
may authorize its investment officer to invest the funds of the public corporation in deposit accounts 
that meet all of the following conditions: 

(a) The funds are initially deposited in a financial institution that is not ineligible to be a depository of 
surplus funds belonging to this state under section 6 of 1855 PA 105, MCL 21.146. 

(b) The financial institution arranges for the deposit of the funds in deposit accounts in 1 or more 
insured depository institutions, as defined in 12 USC 1813, or 1 or more insured credit unions, as 
defined in 12 USC 1752, for the account of the public corporation. 

(c) The full amount of the principal and any accrued interest of each deposit account is insured by an 
agency of the United States. 

(d) The financial institution acts as custodian for the public corporation with respect to each deposit 
account. 

(e) On the same date that the funds of the public corporation are deposited under subdivision (b), the 

financial institution receives an amount of deposits from customers of other insured depository 

institutions or insured credit unions equal to or greater than the amount of the funds initially deposited 
by the public corporation in the financial institution. 

(7) A public corporation that initially invests its funds through a financial institution that maintains an 
office located in this state may invest the funds in certificates of deposit as provided under subsection 
(5). 

(8) As used in this section, "financial institution" means a state or nationally chartered bank or a state 
or federally chartered savings and loan association, savings bank, or credit union whose deposits are 
insured by an agency of the United States government and that maintains a principal office or branch 
office located in this state under the laws of this state or the United States. 

(9) As used in this act: 

(a) "Governing body" means the legislative body, council, commission, board, or other body having 
legislative powers of a public corporation. 

(b) "Funds" means the money of a public corporation, the investment of which is not otherwise subject 
to a public act of this state or bond authorizing ordinance or resolution of a public corporation that 
permits investment in fewer than all of the investment options listed in subsection (1) or imposes 1 or 
more conditions upon an investment in an option listed in subsection (1). 

(c) "Investment officer" means the treasurer or other person designated by statute or charter of a 
public corporation to act as the investment officer. In the absence of a statutory or charter 
designation, the governing body of a public corporation shall designate the investment officer. 
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(d) "Public corporation" means a county, city, village, township, port district, drainage district, special 

assessment district, or metropolitan district of this state, or a board, commission, or another authority 
or agency created by or under an act of the legislature of this state. 

129.111 Short title. 

Sec. 1. 

This act shall be known and may be cited as the “surplus funds investment pool act”. 

129.112 Definitions. 

Sec. 2. 

(1) As used in this act: 

(a) “Depository” means that department of the financial institution which is responsible for managing, 
investing, and reinvesting funds placed in an investment pool. 

(b) “Financial institution” means a state or nationally chartered bank or a state or federally chartered 
savings and loan association, savings bank, or credit union whose deposits are insured by an agency 
of the United States government and which maintains a principal office or branch office located in this 
state under the laws of this state or the United States and which is eligible to be a depository of 
surplus funds belonging to the state under section 6 of 1855 PA 105, MCL 21.146. 

(c) “Local unit” means a county, city, village, township, school district, authority, or any other political 
subdivision organized under the laws of this state. 

(d) “Participant” means a local unit which has entered into a contract with a financial institution and 

has placed funds in an investment pool managed by that financial institution. 

(e) “Surplus funds” means money which belongs to or is under the control of the local unit and is 
available for investment, not being required by law or agreement with bondholders to be segregated 
and invested in a specified manner. 

(2) Assets acceptable for pledging to secure deposits of township funds are limited to any of the 
following: 

(a) Assets considered acceptable to the state treasurer under section 3 of 1855 PA 105, MCL 21.143, 
to secure deposits of state surplus funds. 

(b) Any of the following: 

(i) Securities issued by the federal home loan mortgage corporation. 

(ii) Securities issued by the federal national mortgage association. 

(iii) Securities issued by the government national mortgage association. 

(c) Securities considered acceptable to the township and the financial institution. 
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129.113 Placing surplus funds in investment pool; contract with financial institution. 

Sec. 3. 

The governing body of a local unit may enter into a contract with a financial institution to place surplus 
funds in an investment pool. 

129.114 Contract between financial institution and local unit; required provisions. 

Sec. 4. 

Before surplus funds are placed in an investment pool, the financial institution and the local unit shall 
enter into a written contract which shall include, at a minimum, the following provisions: 

(a) The minimum amount of money which may be deposited in the investment pool. 

(b) The procedure for the deposit and withdrawal of the money. 

(c) The amount of the fee for managing the investment pool, if a management fee is to be charged of 
the participant by the financial institution. 

(d) The terms for distribution of earnings in excess of any management fee, and for the allocation of 
losses, to participants, in a manner which equitably reflects the differing amounts of their respective 
investments and the differing periods of time for which such amounts were in custody of the 
investment pool. 

129.115 Maintaining separate account for each participant; monthly statement of 
transactions; report. 

Sec. 5. 

The depository shall maintain for each participant a separate account designated by the participant's 
name and number. Each account shall show the deposits, earnings, and withdrawals of, and any fees 
paid by, the participant. Each participant shall receive a monthly statement of transactions and, upon 
request, shall be furnished a report showing the investment holdings of the investment pool as of the 
end of the previous month. 

129.116 Powers and duties of depository. 

Sec. 6. 

(1) The depository shall manage, invest, and reinvest the money in an investment pool on behalf of 
each participant. Subject to the scope of investments allowed by subsection (2), a depository may 

combine money in an investment pool with other funds the depository may have available for 
investment. 

(2) The depository may invest and reinvest the money in the investment pool only in the manner 
permitted in section 1 of Act No. 20 of the Public Acts of 1943, as amended, being section 129.91 of 
the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

(3) The depository shall invest the money in the investment pool with the degree of judgment and 
care which a person of prudence, discretion, and intelligence exercises in the management of his or 

her own affairs, not for speculation, but for investment, considering the probable safety of his or her 
capital as well as the probable income to be derived from an investment of his or her capital. 
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129.117 Default in payment of principal, interest, or other income; remedies of depository. 

Sec. 7. 

If a default occurs in the payment of principal, interest, or other income of an investment pool, the 
depository shall pursue all remedies available to it at law or in equity. 

129.118 Act as additional authority for investment of surplus funds. 

Sec. 8. 

This act shall be considered to provide authority for the investment of surplus funds of a local unit in 
addition to the authority granted under Act No. 20 of the Public Acts of 1943, as amended, being 
sections 129.91 to 129.93 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

129.143 Contracts between participating county and local units; local government 
investment pool; management, investment, and reinvestment. 

Sec. 3. 

(1) A participating county may contract to accept money from local units within that county for 
management, investment, and reinvestment by the county treasurer. The treasurer of the 
participating county may pool that money with money deposited by other local units under this act in 
a local government investment pool for purposes of management, investment, and reinvestment. 

(2) A local unit may enter into a contract with a participating county to place surplus funds in an 
investment pool. 

(3) The treasurer of a participating county shall manage, invest, and reinvest the money in the 

investment pool on behalf of each local unit that deposits money in the investment pool. The treasurer 
shall manage, invest, or reinvest the money in the investment pool in the same manner as surplus 
county funds under Act No. 20 of the Public Acts of 1943, being sections 129.91 to 129.93 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws. 

129.144 Authorization by resolution. 

Sec. 4. 

(1) A county treasurer shall not enter into a contract with a local unit for deposit of money in an 

investment pool until authorized to establish an investment pool by a resolution of the county board of 
commissioners of that participating county. 

(2) The treasurer or other chief fiscal officer of a local unit shall not enter into a contract for deposit of 
money in an investment pool until authorized by a resolution of the governing body of that local unit. 

129.145 Written contract required; uniformity and contents of contract; filing and approval 

of proposed uniform contract; filing copies of and amendments to uniform contract. 

Sec. 5. 

(1) Until the participating county treasurer and the treasurer or other chief fiscal officer of a local unit 
enter into a written contract regarding the deposit of money in the investment pool, that local unit 

shall not deposit money in, and the county treasurer shall not accept money from that local unit for 
deposit in, the investment pool. 
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(2) The contract shall be as uniform as practicable for all participants in that county. The contract shall 
include provisions for at least all of the following: 

(a) The minimum amount of money which a local unit shall transfer to the investment pool and the 
minimum period of time for which that money shall remain in the investment pool. 

(b) The maximum amount which a participant may withdraw without notice and the minimum notice 
period required for withdrawals above that amount. 

(c) The period for interest earning computations and interest payments. 

(d) The procedure for the deposit and withdrawal of money. 

(e) The method of distribution to the participants of earnings. The distribution shall be made in a 
manner that equitably reflects the differing amount of the deposits of each local unit and the differing 
periods of time for which the amounts were deposited in the investment pool. 

(f) The requirements for the county treasurer to furnish each participant periodic statements which 
specify the deposits, earnings, and withdrawals of the participant. 

(g) The terms for termination of the contract. 

(3) A county shall file a proposed uniform contract with the department of treasury. A uniform 
contract shall be approved by the department of treasury. If the department of treasury fails to act 

within 10 days after the date the proposed uniform contract is filed, the contract shall be considered 
approved. 

(4) A copy of each executed contract and any amendment to the uniform contract shall be filed with 
the department of treasury. 

129.146 Standard of judgment and care. 

Sec. 6. 

The treasurer of a participating county shall invest the money in the investment pool with the degree 
of judgment and care, under circumstances then prevailing, that a person of prudence, discretion, and 
intelligence exercises in the management of his or her own affairs, not for speculation, but for 

investment, considering the probable safety of his or her capital as well as the probable income to be 
derived from an investment of his or her capital. 

129.147 Separate accounts. 

Sec. 7. 

The treasurer of a participating county shall maintain a separate account designated by name and 
number for each participant. Each account shall show the deposits, earnings, and withdrawals of the 
participant. 

129.148 Safekeeping depositories; security. 

Sec. 8. 
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(1) The treasurer of a participating county may use safekeeping depositories for the holding of 
securities. 

(2) Security in the form of collateral, surety bond, or another form may be taken for the deposits or 
investments of an investment pool. 

129.149 Default; powers of treasurer. 

Sec. 9. 

If a default occurs in the payment of principal, interest, or other income of an investment of the 
investment pool, the treasurer of the participating county may do 1 or more of the following: 

(a) Institute a proceeding to collect the matured principal, interest, or other income. 

(b) Accept a compromise, adjustment, or disposition of the matured principal, interest, or other 
income as the county treasurer considers advisable for the purpose of protecting the money invested 
in the investment pool. 

(c) Accept a compromise or adjustment as to future payments of principal, interest, or other income 

as the county treasurer considers advisable for the purpose of protecting money invested in the 
investment pool. 

141.11 County sinking fund commissioners. 

Sec. 1. 

The county treasurer, the register of deeds, the county clerk, the chairman of the board of supervisors 
and the chairman of the finance committee of the board of supervisors of the several counties of this 

state, shall constitute and be a board of county sinking fund commissioners. 

141.15 County treasurer; duties as custodian, bond. 

Sec. 5. 

The county treasurer shall have custody of all moneys, securities and evidences of debt belonging to 
or pertaining to said sinking fund, and he shall pay out the moneys of said fund only by order of the 
board of sinking fund commissioners by a 2/3 vote of the members thereof as aforesaid, and upon the 
warrant of the chairman of the board of supervisors, countersigned by the clerk. The official bond of 
the county treasurer shall cover any and all funds in his hands belonging to the sinking fund. 

141.31 Bond issues; requisite sinking funds. 

Sec. 1. 

That from and after the passage of this act, before any county in the state of Michigan shall issue any 
bonds except serial bonds and bonds having a special security, the legislative body of such county 
shall pass a resolution providing for the levying and assessment in each year during the life of the 
bonds to be issued of a tax which shall raise annually a sufficient sum to pay the interest on said 

bonds as the same shall accrue and to pay the principal of said bonds at maturity. Said resolution may 
contain a proviso that the amount levied and assessed in any 1 year under the provisions of the 
resolution may be reduced by the amount of money earned by the sinking fund during the 
immediately preceding year. The county treasurer shall keep a separate and distinct account for each 
item of the sinking fund set aside and pledged to the retirement of each issue of county bonds. 



 

56 

 

141.32 Sinking fund commissioners. 

Sec. 2. 

The county treasurer, the county clerk, the register of deeds, the chairman of the board of supervisors 
and the chairman of the finance committee of the board of supervisors of the several counties of this 
state shall constitute and be a board of sinking fund commissioners: Provided, however, That in 
counties having a board of auditors, the board of sinking fund commissioners shall consist of the 
county treasurer, the county clerk, chairman of the board of supervisors and the chairman of the 
board of county auditors. 

141.33 Sinking fund commissioners; control of fund, application; payment, manner. 

Sec. 3. 

The said board of sinking fund commissioners shall have exclusive control of the money of the sinking 
fund and shall faithfully apply the same whenever possible, or it may appear to the county's interests, 
to the payment of the principal and interest of the bonded indebtedness of the county, and to no other 
purpose whatever, excepting as herein otherwise provided. The moneys in the sinking fund and the 
various accounts thereof shall be held by the county treasurer but no warrant shall be paid from said 

fund except in compliance with the resolution duly passed by said board of sinking fund 
commissioners, appearing upon the minutes of said board, and upon a warrant countersigned by the 
chairman of the board of sinking fund commissioners: Provided, however, That the countersigning of 
any warrant by the chairman of the board of sinking fund commissioners shall be invalid unless the 
signature include the designation “chairman of the board of sinking fund commissioners.” 

141.130 Books of record and account; annual audit report. 

Sec. 30. 

(1) Any borrower issuing revenue bonds under this act shall install, maintain, and keep proper books 
of record and account, separate from other records and accounts of such borrower, in which full and 
correct entries shall be made of all dealings or transactions of or in relation to the properties, 
business, and affairs of the public improvement. 

(2) Each public corporation shall file an audit report annually with the department of treasury within 6 
months from the end of its fiscal year or as otherwise provided in the uniform budgeting and 
accounting act, 1968 PA 2, MCL 141.421 to 141.440a. 

141.252 Notes; issuance; provisions. 

Sec. 2. 

All notes issued under this act are subject to all of the following provisions: 

(a) For the purpose of computing the amount that may be borrowed, a loan made under this act shall 

not, when payable as provided in this section, exceed that percentage of the total aggregate revenues 
derived from state collected taxes returned to a county for county road purposes pursuant to law for 
the 5 immediately succeeding years: 

(i) In 10 installments, 40%. 

(ii) In 9 installments, 36%. 
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(iii) In 8 installments, 32%. 

(iv) In 7 installments, 28%. 

(v) In 6 installments, 24%. 

(vi) In 5 installments, 20%. 

(vii) In 4 installments, 16%. 

(viii) In 3 installments, 12%. 

(ix) In 2 installments, 8%. 

(x) In 1 installment, 4%. 

(b) A loan payable in more than 2 installments shall not be authorized for any purpose other than for 
the construction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of highways. At no time shall the total loans 
outstanding under this act exceed 40% of the sum of the revenues derived from state collected taxes 
returned to the county for county road purposes for the immediately preceding 5 calendar years and 
not specifically allocated for other purposes. 

(c) The resolution authorizing the borrowing shall contain an irrevocable appropriation providing for 
the payment of the principal and interest from the money to be derived from state collected taxes 
returned to the county for county road purposes pursuant to law that have not been previously 
specifically allocated for other purposes. 

168.23 Board of county election commissioners; membership; quorum; officers; absence or 
disqualification of member; appointment of county officer; board member involved in recall 

of officer. 

Sec. 23. 

(1) The chief or only judge of probate of the county or probate court district, the county clerk, and the 
county treasurer shall constitute a board of county election commissioners for each county, 2 of whom 
shall be a quorum for the transaction of business. The chief or only judge of probate of the county or 

probate court district and the county clerk shall act respectively as chairperson and secretary of the 
board. In the absence or disqualification of the county clerk from any meeting of the board of county 
election commissioners, the board may select 1 of the county clerk's deputies to act in the county 
clerk's place. In the absence or disqualification of any member of the board of county election 
commissioners other than the county clerk, the members of the board who are present shall appoint 
some other county officer in the absent or disqualified member's place, and the appointed county 
officer, on being notified, shall attend without delay and act as a member of the board. 

(2) If a member of the board is involved in the recall of an officer, either by assisting in the 
preparation of the petition for recall or by being an officer whose recall is sought, then the member of 

the board shall be disqualified with respect to any determination under section 952 and shall be 
replaced as provided in this section. 

168.191 County officers; eligibility; violation of MCL 38.412a. 

Sec. 191. 
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(1) A person shall not be eligible to the office of county clerk, county treasurer, register of deeds, 

prosecuting attorney, sheriff, drain commissioner, surveyor, or coroner if the person is not a 
registered and qualified elector of the county in which election is sought by the filing deadline. 

(2) A person who has been convicted of a violation of section 12a(1) of 1941 PA 370, MCL 38.412a, 
shall not be eligible to any of the offices enumerated in this section for a period of 20 years after 
conviction. 

168.203 County officers; terms of office. 

Sec. 203. 

The term of office of the county clerk, county treasurer, register of deeds, prosecuting attorney, 
sheriff, drain commissioner, surveyor and coroner shall begin on January 1 next following the election, 
and continues until a successor is elected and qualified, except that in counties having a population of 

1,000,000 or more the term of office of the county treasurer shall begin on July 1 next following the 
election. 

168.204 County officers; oath of office, bond, deposit. 

Sec. 204. 

Every person elected to an office named in section 200 of this act, before entering upon the duties of 
his office, shall take and subscribe to the oath as provided in section 1 of article 11 of the state 
constitution and, with the exception of the prosecuting attorney, shall give bond in the amount and 
manner prescribed by law and shall deposit said oath with the county clerk and said bond with the 
county treasurer. The county treasurer shall file his bond with the county clerk. 

168.205 County officers; resignation, notice. 

Sec. 205. 

Any person duly elected to any of the county offices named in section 200 of this act who desires to 
resign shall file a written notice containing the effective date of such resignation with the presiding or 
senior judge of probate, the county clerk and the prosecuting attorney of said county: Provided, That 
if the county clerk or the prosecuting attorney desires to resign, he shall file a written notice 
containing the effective date of such resignation with the presiding judge of that judicial circuit. 

168.206 County offices; vacancy, creation. 

Sec. 206. 

The office of county clerk, county treasurer, register of deeds, prosecuting attorney, sheriff, drain 

commissioner, surveyor or coroner in any county in this state shall become vacant upon the 
happening of any of the following events: Death of the incumbent; his resignation; his removal from 
office for cause; his ceasing to be a resident of the county in which his office is located; his conviction 

of an infamous crime or an offense involving the violation of his oath of office; the decision of a 
competent tribunal declaring his election or appointment void; his refusal or neglect to take and 
subscribe to the constitutional oath of office and deposit the same in the manner and within the time 
prescribed by law; or his refusal or neglect to give bond in the amount and manner and within the 
time prescribed by law. 
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168.207 County officers; removal from office; service of charges, hearing. 

Sec. 207. 

The governor may remove any and all county officers named in section 200 of this chapter when he 
shall be satisfied from sufficient evidence submitted to him, as hereinafter provided, that such officer 
has been guilty of official misconduct, or of wilful neglect of duty, or of extortion, or habitual 
drunkenness, or has been convicted of being drunk, or whenever it shall appear by a certified copy of 
the judgment of a court of record of this state that such officer, after his election or appointment, shall 
have been convicted of a felony; but the governor shall take no action upon any such charges made to 

him against any such officer until the same shall have been exhibited to him in writing, verified by the 
affidavit of the party making them, that he believes the charges to be true. But no such officer shall 
be removed for such misconduct or neglect until charges thereof shall have been exhibited to the 
governor as above provided and a copy of the same served on such officer and an opportunity given 
him of being heard in his defense: Provided, That the service of such charges upon the person or 
persons complained against shall be made by handing to such person or persons a copy of such 

charges, together with all affidavits or exhibits which may be attached to the original petition if such 

person or persons can be found; and if not, by leaving a copy at the last place of residence of such 
person or persons, with some person of suitable age, if such person can be found; and if not, by 
posting it in some conspicuous place upon his last known place of residence. No officer who has been 
removed in accordance with the provisions of this section shall be eligible to election or appointment 
to any office for a period of 3 years from the date of such removal. 

168.209 County office; vacancy; manner of filling. 

Sec. 209. 

If a vacancy occurs in an elective or appointive county office, it shall be filled in the following manner: 

(1) If the vacancy is in the office of county clerk or prosecuting attorney, it shall be filled by 

appointment by the judge or judges of that judicial circuit. 

(2) If the vacancy is in any other county office, the presiding or senior judge of probate, the county 
clerk, and the prosecuting attorney shall appoint a suitable person to fill the vacancy. 

(3) A person appointed shall take and subscribe to the oath as provided in section 1 of article XI of the 

state constitution of 1963, give bond in the manner required by law, and hold office for the remainder 
of the unexpired term and until a successor is elected and qualified. However, if the vacancy occurs 
more than 7 days before the nominating petition filing deadline as provided in section 193 for the 
general November election that is not the general November election at which a successor in office 
would be elected if there were no vacancy, the person appointed shall hold office only until a 
successor is elected at the next general November election in the manner provided by law and 
qualifies for office. The successor shall hold the office for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

168.211 County officers; recall. 

Sec. 211. 

Any person elected to the offices named in section 200 of this act shall be subject to recall as provided 
in chapter 36 of this act. 

201.3 Vacancies; creation. 

Sec. 3. 
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Every office shall become vacant, on the happening of any of the following events, before the 
expiration of the term of such office: 

1. The death of the incumbent; 

2. His resignation; 

3. His removal from office; 

4. His ceasing to be an inhabitant of this state; or, if the office be local, of the district, county, 

township, city, or village, for which he shall have been appointed, or within which the duties of his 
office are required to be discharged; 

5. His conviction of any infamous crime, or of any offense involving a violation of his oath of office; 

6. The decision of a competent tribunal, declaring void his appointment, or, 

7. His refusal or neglect to take his oath of office, or to give, or renew any official bond, or to deposit 
such oath, or bond, in the manner and within the time prescribed by law. 

201.35 Vacancies in office; county officers; appointment, term. 

Sec. 5. 

When a vacancy shall occur in an elective or appointive county office, it shall be filled in the following 
manner: 

1. If the vacancy shall be in the office of county clerk or prosecuting attorney it shall be filled by 

appointment by the judge or judges of that judicial circuit and the person appointed shall hold office 
for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

2. If the vacancy shall be in any other county office, either elective or appointive, the judge of 
probate, the county clerk and the prosecuting attorney shall appoint some suitable person to fill such 
vacancy and the person so appointed shall hold such office for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

205.203 Tax and interest on tax as lien on property transferred; liability; payment; notice; 
deferral where decedent professional artist; proceeding to enforce lien; parties; 
information; evidence of determination and nonpayment of tax; service of process on infant 
or mentally incompetent person; guardian ad litem; decree; redemption; affidavit; order to 

sell property; adjournment, publication, and report of sale; deeds; fees. 

Sec. 3. 

(1) The tax and the interest on the tax provided for in this act shall become a lien upon the property 
transferred until paid, unless payment of the tax has been deferred as permitted by this section or 
section 2d. If a deferral of payment is granted under this section or section 2d, the lien provided by 
this section shall attach at the end of the deferral period granted by this section or section 2d. 

(2) The person to whom the property is transferred and the administrator, executor, and trustee of 

every estate transferred, shall be personally liable for the tax until its payments; except that the 
executor or administrator shall not be personally liable for the tax upon a reversion or remainder 
consisting of real estate where the election provided for in section 7 or the deferral in this section or 
section 2d is made. The tax shall be paid to the state. 
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(3) When the inheritance tax, administration fee, and penalty and interest, if applicable, for the estate 

are paid, the revenue commissioner shall provide notice, on a form prescribed by the department, to 
the judge of probate who shall file and preserve it in that office. It shall be a voucher in settlement of 
the accounts of the executor, administrator, or trustee of the estate upon which the tax is paid. The 

preparation and mailing of the receipts shall not prejudice the right of the state to a review of the 
determination fixing the tax. The receipts issued under this section shall show whether the amount 
paid is a payment of the tax upon any beneficial interest or upon the entire transfer. An executor, 
administrator, or trustee of an estate, in settlement of which a tax is due under this act, shall not be 
discharged and the estate or trust closed by a decree of the court, unless there is produced a receipt 
signed by the revenue commissioner. 

(4) All taxes imposed by this act shall accrue and be due and payable at the time of transfer, which is 
the date of death, except that taxes upon the transfer of any estate, property, or interest limited, 
conditioned, dependent, or determinable upon the happening of a contingency or future event, by 

reason of which the clear market value cannot be ascertained at the time of the transfer, shall accrue 
and become due and payable when the persons or corporations beneficially entitled shall come into 
actual possession or enjoyment. 

(5) The tax and the interest on the tax provided for in this act may be deferred for reasonable cause 
shown by the executor, administrator, or trustee of the estate of a decedent who was a professional 
artist at the date of his or her death for not more than 10 years without penalty or interest. The 
executor, administrator, or trustee of the estate may make the deferral provided by this subsection by 
filing an affidavit with the judge of probate, which shall be made in the time and manner and with the 
content prescribed by the judge of probate. The judge of probate shall determine whether there is 

reasonable cause shown to grant a deferral, the length of time for the deferral, and the manner of 
payment of the tax. 

(6) A proceeding to enforce a lien against any property under this act shall be instituted by 
information, in the name of the people of this state, addressed to the circuit court for the county in 
which the property is situated. It shall be signed by the attorney general and need not be otherwise 
verified. A person owning the property or an interest in the property as shown by the record in the 

office of the register of deeds, or by the records of the probate court, at the time of the 
commencement of the proceedings, shall be made a party to the action, and all other persons having 
a right or interest in the property, may make themselves parties to the proceeding, on motion to the 

court, and notice to complainant, and may file their intervening or cross-claims, or answers claiming 
the benefit of cross-claims, and notices of lis pendens therein. Intervening or cross-claims shall be 
made on oath. 

(7) The information shall show the name of the deceased, the date of death, the place of residence at 
the time of death, the county in which the estate was probated, the description of the property 
transferred, whether by will or under the intestate laws, and against which the lien exists, the name of 
the person or persons to whom it was transferred, the amount of taxes determined by the probate 
court upon the transfer, the date of the determination and whether the property is owned by the 

person or persons to whom it was transferred by will or under the intestate laws or by a subsequent 
purchaser, naming that purchaser. The information shall also show that the taxes determined upon 
the transfer of the property have not been paid and the amount of interest due upon the date of the 

filing of the information. In those cases in which the property upon which the lien exists is owned by 
the person or persons to whom it was transferred by will or under the intestate laws, the petition for 
relief shall be that the court determine the amount due; that the defendant pay to the county 
treasurer of the county, in which the estate was probated, for and in behalf of this state, whatever 

sum shall appear to be due, together with the costs of the proceeding, and that in default of that 
payment the property upon which the lien exists, may be sold in the manner provided in this act, to 
satisfy the taxes, interest, and cost. 

(8) In those cases in which the property upon which the lien exists is owned by a subsequent 
purchaser, the petition for relief shall be that the court determine the amount due and that the 
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property upon which the lien exists may be sold in the manner provided in this act to satisfy the taxes, 
interest, and costs of the proceeding. 

(9) The information may contain other and further allegations and petitions considered material and 
permitted by the rules and practice of the court. 

(10) A certified copy of the order of determination of the inheritance tax, for which the lien exists, 
certified by either the judge or register of probate of the court that determined the tax or by the 
revenue commissioner, may be attached to the information. When attached, the copy shall be 
considered a part of the information and shall be prima facie evidence of the determination of the 

inheritance tax and the accruing of the lien against the property. A certificate of the revenue 
commissioner stating that the inheritance tax, or any part of the tax determined upon the transfer of 
the property upon which the lien exists, has not been paid, may be attached to the information. When 
attached, the certificate shall be considered a part of the information and shall be prima facie evidence 
of the nonpayment of the amount of the tax and interest shown to be unpaid by the certificate. 

(11) If an infant, insane, or otherwise mentally incompetent person has an interest in the property 
upon which the lien exists, service of process shall be made upon that person in the same manner and 
with the same effect as upon persons not under a disability, whether the infant, insane, or otherwise 
mentally incompetent person is within or without the jurisdiction. 

(12) After the issuing and service of process against the infant, insane, or otherwise incompetent 
person, a guardian ad litem may be appointed for the infant, insane, or otherwise incompetent person 

by the court upon motion of the attorney general, or the guardian ad litem may be appointed by the 
court upon the request of the infant, and in the case of an insane or otherwise incompetent person, at 
the request of the person's general guardian. 

(13) If upon the hearing of the cause it appears that the inheritance taxes or interest, or both, upon 
the transfer of the property upon which the lien exists have not been paid, the court shall decree the 
amount of taxes and interest on the taxes found to be due, together with costs to be determined by 

the court, to be paid by the person or persons owning the property, or any interest in the property, 
within 3 months after the entry of the decree and that in default of payment that the property upon 
which the lien exists, be sold to satisfy the taxes, interest, and costs. If it appears that the person or 

persons to whom was transferred the property by will or under the intestate laws have parted with 
their interest before the institution of the proceedings provided for in this section, and that the 
property is owned by a subsequent purchaser, the court shall decree that the property be sold to 
satisfy the taxes, interest, and costs, unless the owner satisfies the taxes, interest, and costs within 3 
months after the entry of the decree. 

(14) In cases in which it appears that 2 or more pieces or parcels of land were transferred by will or 
under the intestate laws to 1 person, and that that person, before the institution of the proceedings 
provided for in this section, has parted with any or all of the pieces or parcels of land, and that the 
court can ascertain from the order of determination the amount of inheritance tax determined upon 

the transfer of each piece or parcel, and that the lien against all of the pieces or parcels is being 
foreclosed in 1 proceeding, the court may decree the sale of that piece or parcel to satisfy the amount 

of tax determined upon the transfer of that piece or parcel, together with the interest thereon and pro 
rata costs of the proceeding. A piece or parcel of property shall not be sold to satisfy taxes, interest, 
and costs within 3 months after the entry of the decree. 

(15) If the person or persons owning the property or an interest in the property, or the person's heirs, 
executors, administrators, or a person lawfully claiming under that person, within 6 months after the 
date of the sale redeems the entire premises sold, by paying to the register of deeds in whose office 
the deed is deposited, as provided by subsection (20), for the benefit of the purchaser, or the 

purchaser's executors, administrators, or assigns the sum which was bid on the date of sale, with 
interest, at the rate of 6%, together with the sum of $1.00 as a fee for the care and custody of the 
redemption money, and the fee paid by the purchaser for recording his or her deed, then the deed is 
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void. If a distinct lot or parcel separately sold is redeemed leaving a portion of the premises 
unredeemed, then the deed shall be void only to the parcel or parcels redeemed. 

(16) The register of deeds shall not determine the amount necessary for redemption. The purchaser 
shall attach an affidavit with the deed to be recorded that states the exact amount required to redeem 
the property under subsection (15), including any daily per diem amounts, and the date by which the 
property must be redeemed shall be stated in the certificate of the commissioner or other person 

making the sale. The purchaser may include in the affidavit the name of a designee responsible on 
behalf of the purchaser to assist the person redeeming the property in computing the exact amount 
required to redeem the property. The designee may charge a fee as stated in the affidavit and may be 
authorized by the purchaser to receive redemption funds. The purchaser shall accept the amount 
computed by the designee. 

(17) If it appears to the court after the expiration of 3 months from the date of entry of the decree 
from a certificate of the state of Michigan to whom the taxes, interest, penalties, and costs were to be 
paid, attached to a petition of the attorney general for an order of sale of the property, that the same 

have not been paid, the court shall enter an order directing the circuit court commissioner, or some 

other person duly authorized by the order of the court, to sell the property. The sale shall be at public 
venue between the hours of 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. at the courthouse or at another place as the court 
directs, within 60 days after the date of the order and on the date specified on the order. The court 
may, if necessary, by further order adjourn the sale from time to time. The circuit court commissioner, 
or other person authorized to make the sale, may, if bids are not received equal to the amount of 
taxes, interest, and costs, adjourn the sale from time to time, but the sale shall not be adjourned for 
more than 60 days at any 1 time. 

(18) Upon receipt of a certified copy of the order of sale the circuit court commissioner, or other 
person duly authorized by the order of the court to conduct the sale, shall publish the sale in some 

newspaper printed in the county or another paper as the court may direct, once in each week, for 3 
weeks in succession. If the sale is adjourned by order of the court, or by the circuit court 
commissioner, or other person duly authorized by the order of the court, to conduct the sale the same 
publication shall be had of the order or notice adjourning the sale as is provided in this section for 
publishing the order of sale. Proof of publication shall be filed with the court before the sale. 

(19) The circuit court commissioner, or other person authorized to make the sale shall make and file a 
report of the sale. The report shall be entitled in the court and cause, and shall be certified and filed 
with the court. 

(20) Deeds shall thereupon be executed by the circuit court commissioner or other person making the 
sale, specifying the names of the parties in the action, the date of the determination of the inheritance 
tax, the name of the deceased, the county in which the estate was probated, with a description of the 

premises and the amount for which each parcel of land described was sold. The commissioner, or 
other person making the sale, shall indorse upon each deed when the deed shall become operative, if 
the premises are not redeemed according to law. The deed or deeds, as soon as practicable and within 
20 days after the sale, shall be deposited with the register of deeds of the county in which the land 
described is situated, and the register shall indorse on the deed the time the deed was received, shall 

record the deed at length in a book to be provided for in his or her office for that purpose, and shall 
index the deed in the regular index of deeds. The fees for recording the deed shall be paid by the 

purchaser and be included among the other costs and expenses. If the premises or a parcel of the 
premises shall be redeemed, the register of deeds shall write on the face of the record the word 
"Redeemed", stating at what date the entry is made and signing the entry with his or her official 
signature. Unless the premises described in the deed, or a parcel of the premises, is redeemed within 
the time limited for redemption, as provided in this section, the deed shall thereupon as to all parcels 
not redeemed, become operative and shall vest in the grantee named in the deed, the grantee's heirs 

or assigns all the right, title, and interest therein which the person or persons received either from the 
deceased by reason of the transfer to them by will or under the intestate laws, or as subsequent 
purchasers. 
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(21) The proceeds of each sale provided for in this section shall be paid to the treasurer of the county 

where the estate was probated, to be applied to the discharge of the tax, interest, penalty, and costs, 
and if there is any surplus, it shall be brought into court for the use of the defendant, or the person 
entitled to the money, subject to the order of the court. 

(22) The circuit court commissioner, or other person authorized by the court to make the sale, shall 
be entitled to only the following fees: For attending and adjourning a sale, $1.00; for attending and 

making a sale, $1.50; mileage, 1 way, 10 cents per mile; executing deed or deeds on real estate 
sales, 25 cents for each deed necessarily executed; making and filing a report of sale, $1.00. The cost 
of publishing any legal notices required to be published shall be at the rate of 70 cents per folio for the 
first insertion, and 35 cents per folio for each subsequent insertion. The fees which are provided for in 
this act shall be added by the circuit court commissioner, or other person duly authorized to make the 
sale, to the tax, interest, penalties, and costs awarded by the court as charges against the land. 

(23) The amount stated in any affidavits recorded under this section shall be the amount necessary to 
satisfy the requirements for redemption under this section. 

205.211 Appraiser; appointment; appraisement of vested and contingent estates; insurance 
commissioner; duties; money legacy. 

Sec. 11. 

The judge of probate, upon the application of any interested party, including the state treasurer and 
county treasurers, or upon his or her own motion, shall, as often as and whenever occasion may 
require, appoint a competent person as appraiser to fix the clear market value at the time of the 
transfer of property which shall be subject to the payment of any tax imposed by this act. A 
description of the property and the names and residences of the persons to whom it passes shall be 

given by the judge of probate to the appraiser. If the property, upon the transfer of which the tax is 
imposed, is an estate, income or interest for a term of years or for life, or determinable upon any 
future or contingent estate, or is a remainder or reversion or other expectancy, real or personal, the 

entire property or fund by which the estate, income or interest is supported, or of which it is a part, 
shall be appraised immediately after the transfer, or as soon thereafter as may be practicable, at the 
clear market value as of that date. If the estate, income or interest is of such a nature that its clear 

market value cannot be ascertained at that time, it shall be appraised in like manner at the time when 
the value first became ascertainable. The value of every future or contingent or limited estate, 
income, interest or annuity, dependent upon any life or lives in being, shall be determined by the rule, 
method or standard of mortality and value employed by the commissioner of the office of insurance 
and financial services in ascertaining the value of policies of life insurance companies, except that the 
rate of interest for computing the present value of all future and contingent interests or estates shall 
be 5% per annum. The commissioner of the office of insurance and financial services shall, upon 

request of the state treasurer, prepare the tables of values, expectancies and other matters as may be 
necessary for use in computing, under the provisions of this act, the value of life estates, annuities, 
reversions and remainders, which shall be printed and furnished by the auditor general to the several 
judges of probate upon request. The clear market value of the transfer of a money legacy, presently 
taxable, shall for the purposes of this act be taken to be the face value of the money at the date of 
death of decedent. 

205.214 Collection of unpaid taxes; estate closed without payment. 

Sec. 14. 

If the state treasurer or the treasurer of any county shall have reason to believe that any tax is due 
and unpaid under this act, after the refusal or neglect of the persons liable therefor to pay the same, 
he or she shall notify the attorney general in writing of that failure or neglect, and the attorney 
general may apply, or cause the prosecuting attorney of the county to apply, in behalf of the state, to 
the probate court for an order requiring the persons liable to pay the tax to appear before the court on 

a day specified, not more than 3 months after the date of the order, and show cause why the tax 
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should not be paid. The judge of probate upon such application, and whenever it shall appear to him 

or her that any such tax accruing under this act has not been paid as required by law, shall issue a 
citation, and the service of a citation, and the time, manner, and proof of the citation and the hearing 
and determination of the citation, and the enforcement of the determination or order made by the 

judge of probate shall conform to the practice of the probate court in like cases made and provided for 
the service of citations out of the probate court, and the hearing and determination thereon and its 
enforcement, so far as the same may be applicable. In all cases where an estate has been declared 
closed without fixing or payment of the tax upon the transfers therein, and the attorney general 
believes that the transfers are subject to a tax and the real estate in the estate is subject to a lien and 
anticipates the institution of proceedings for the fixing and enforcing, or the enforcing of the lien when 
it has been fixed, he or she may file with the register of deeds of the county a notice setting forth the 

fact together with a description of the real estate claimed to be subject to the lien which shall operate 
with the same force and effect as a lis pendens under existing statutes. However, the failure to file 
such notice shall not in any manner prejudice the rights of the state. The judge of probate or the 
probate clerk or register shall, upon the request of the attorney general, prosecuting attorney, or 
treasurer of the county, furnish 1 or more transcripts of such decree which shall be docketed and filed 

by the county clerk of any county of the state without fees, in the same manner and with the same 

effect as provided by law for filing and docketing transcripts, judgments, and decrees of circuit courts 
in this state. As a cumulative remedy for the collection of the tax, the state may proceed by an action 
of assumpsit in any court of competent jurisdiction. Whenever the probate judge issues a citation and 
undertakes the proceedings specified in this section, he or she shall certify that fact to the county 
treasurer, together with an itemized bill of all expenses incurred for the services of the citation, and 
other lawful disbursements not otherwise paid. Upon receipt of the bill, the county treasurer shall pay 
the bill from the general or contingent fund of the county. In all proceedings to which any county 

treasurer, or the state treasurer, is cited to appear under sections 11 and 12 of this act and all 
proceedings arising or instituted under this section, the attorney general shall represent the interests 
of the state, the compensation and expenses of necessary assistants and the expenses of the attorney 
general to be paid after approval by the attorney general on the warrant of the state treasurer out of 
the general fund in the state treasury. 

205.215 Receipts; certified copy; recording. 

Sec. 15. 

Any person shall, upon written request to the department of treasury, be entitled to a certified copy of 
the receipt issued by the state of Michigan under section 3 of this act for the payment of any tax 
under this act, which receipt shall designate upon what real property, if any, such tax shall have been 
paid, by whom paid, and whether in full of such tax. Such receipts may be recorded in the office of the 
register of deeds of the county in which such property is situated, in a book to be kept by him or her 
for that purpose, which shall be labeled “Transfer Tax.” 

205.216 Additional fee; credit to general fund. 

Sec. 16. 

The treasurer for the state of Michigan shall collect on all taxes paid under this act an additional 1/2 of 
1%, which fee shall be paid to the county having jurisdiction of the decedent's estate. This fee is an 
administration fee for the costs incurred by the probate court in administering this act. This fee shall 
be credited to the general fund of the county. 

205.219 Interest rate in addition to delinquent fees. 

Sec. 19. 
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If the fee collected on the inheritance tax under section 16 for a county is not paid to the county 

treasurer, the state treasurer shall pay interest at the rate of 8% per annum in addition to the amount 
of delinquent fees then in arrears. 

207.507 Documentary stamps; purchase, methods of affixation, cancellation. 

Sec. 7. 

The tax imposed by this act shall be evidenced by the affixing of a documentary stamp or stamps to 
every instrument subject to the tax imposed by this act by the person making, executing, issuing or 
delivering such document. Documentary stamps shall be purchased only in the county in which the 
property is located. The stamps shall be affixed in such manner that their removal will require the 
continued application of steam or water, and the person using or affixing the stamps shall write or 
stamp thereon his initials and the date upon which the stamps are affixed or used so that the stamps 

may not again be used. The treasurer may prescribe such other method of cancellation as he deems 

expedient. The treasurer shall, if required by the state treasurer, utilize a tax meter machine which 
shall be provided by the county. 

207.508 Preparation of stamps; duty of treasurer, use of tax meter machine. 

Sec. 8. 

The state treasurer shall prescribe and prepare for use by the county treasurer, adhesive stamps of 

such denominations and quantities as shall be necessary for the payment of the tax imposed by this 
act. The state treasurer shall prescribe conditions under which a county treasurer may utilize a tax 
meter machine. The adhesive stamps, if used, shall be requisitioned by the county treasurer as 
required. The county treasurer shall reimburse the state treasurer for the production cost of the 
stamps so requisitioned. The treasurer shall make provisions for the use of tax meter machines or for 
the sale of the stamps in such places as he deems necessary. 

211.7cc Principal residence; exemption from tax levied by local school district for school 
operating purposes; procedures; definitions. 

Sec. 7cc. 

(1) A principal residence is exempt from the tax levied by a local school district for school operating 
purposes to the extent provided under section 1211 of the revised school code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 
380.1211, if an owner of that principal residence claims an exemption as provided in this section. 
Notwithstanding the tax day provided in section 2, the status of property as a principal residence shall 
be determined on the date an affidavit claiming an exemption is filed under subsection (2). 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (5), an owner of property may claim 1 exemption 
under this section by filing an affidavit on or before May 1 for taxes levied before January 1, 2012 or, 

for taxes levied after December 31, 2011, on or before June 1 for the immediately succeeding summer 

tax levy and all subsequent tax levies or on or before November 1 for the immediately succeeding 
winter tax levy and all subsequent tax levies with the local tax collecting unit in which the property is 
located. The affidavit shall state that the property is owned and occupied as a principal residence by 
that owner of the property on the date that the affidavit is signed. The affidavit shall be on a form 
prescribed by the department of treasury. One copy of the affidavit shall be retained by the owner, 1 

copy shall be retained by the local tax collecting unit until any appeal or audit period under this act 
has expired, and 1 copy shall be forwarded to the department of treasury pursuant to subsection (4), 
together with all information submitted under subsection (28) for a cooperative housing corporation. 
The affidavit shall require the owner claiming the exemption to indicate if that owner or that owner's 
spouse has claimed another exemption on property in this state that is not rescinded or a substantially 
similar exemption, deduction, or credit on property in another state that is not rescinded. If the 
affidavit requires an owner to include a social security number, that owner's number is subject to the 
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disclosure restrictions in 1941 PA 122, MCL 205.1 to 205.31. If an owner of property filed an affidavit 

for an exemption under this section before January 1, 2004, that affidavit shall be considered the 
affidavit required under this subsection for a principal residence exemption and that exemption shall 
remain in effect until rescinded as provided in this section. 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (5), a husband and wife who are required to file or who 
do file a joint Michigan income tax return are entitled to not more than 1 exemption under this 

section. For taxes levied after December 31, 2002, a person is not entitled to an exemption under this 
section if any of the following conditions occur: 

(a) That person has claimed a substantially similar exemption, deduction, or credit on property in 
another state that is not rescinded. 

(b) Subject to subdivision (a), that person or his or her spouse owns property in a state other than 

this state for which that person or his or her spouse claims an exemption, deduction, or credit 

substantially similar to the exemption provided under this section, unless that person and his or her 
spouse file separate income tax returns. 

(c) That person has filed a nonresident Michigan income tax return, except active duty military 
personnel stationed in this state with his or her principal residence in this state. 

(d) That person has filed an income tax return in a state other than this state as a resident, except 
active duty military personnel stationed in this state with his or her principal residence in this state. 

(e) That person has previously rescinded an exemption under this section for the same property for 
which an exemption is now claimed and there has not been a transfer of ownership of that property 
after the previous exemption was rescinded, if either of the following conditions is satisfied: 

(i) That person has claimed an exemption under this section for any other property for that tax year. 

(ii) That person has rescinded an exemption under this section on other property, which exemption 
remains in effect for that tax year, and there has not been a transfer of ownership of that property. 

(4) Upon receipt of an affidavit filed under subsection (2) and unless the claim is denied under this 
section, the assessor shall exempt the property from the collection of the tax levied by a local school 
district for school operating purposes to the extent provided under section 1211 of the revised school 
code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1211, as provided in subsection (1) until December 31 of the year in 
which the property is transferred or, except as otherwise provided in subsection (5), is no longer a 
principal residence as defined in section 7dd. The local tax collecting unit shall forward copies of 
affidavits to the department of treasury according to a schedule prescribed by the department of 
treasury. 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, not more than 90 days after exempted property is 

no longer used as a principal residence by the owner claiming an exemption, that owner shall rescind 

the claim of exemption by filing with the local tax collecting unit a rescission form prescribed by the 
department of treasury. If an owner is eligible for and claims an exemption for that owner's current 
principal residence, that owner may retain an exemption for not more than 3 tax years on property 
previously exempt as his or her principal residence if that property is not occupied, is for sale, is not 
leased, and is not used for any business or commercial purpose by filing a conditional rescission form 

prescribed by the department of treasury with the local tax collecting unit within the time period 
prescribed in subsection (2). Beginning in the 2012 tax year, subject to the payment requirement set 
forth in this subsection, if a land contract vendor, bank, credit union, or other lending institution owns 
property as a result of a foreclosure or forfeiture of a recorded instrument under chapter 31, 32, or 57 
of the revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3101 to 600.3285 and MCL 600.5701 to 
600.5759, or through deed or conveyance in lieu of a foreclosure or forfeiture on that property and 
that property had been exempt under this section immediately preceding the foreclosure, that land 
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contract vendor, bank, credit union, or other lending institution may retain an exemption on that 

property at the same percentage of exemption that the property previously had under this section if 
that property is not occupied other than by the person who claimed the exemption under this section 
immediately preceding the foreclosure or forfeiture, is for sale, is not leased to any person other than 

the person who claimed the exemption under this section immediately preceding the foreclosure, and 
is not used for any business or commercial purpose. A land contract vendor, bank, credit union, or 
other lending institution may claim an exemption under this subsection by filing a conditional 
rescission form prescribed by the department of treasury with the local tax collecting unit within the 
time period prescribed in subsection (2). Property is eligible for a conditional rescission if that property 
is available for lease and all other conditions under this subsection are met. A copy of a conditional 
rescission form shall be forwarded to the department of treasury according to a schedule prescribed 

by the department of treasury. An owner or a land contract vendor, bank, credit union, or other 
lending institution that files a conditional rescission form shall annually verify to the assessor of the 
local tax collecting unit on or before December 31 that the property for which the principal residence 
exemption is retained is not occupied other than by the person who claimed the exemption under this 
section immediately preceding the foreclosure or forfeiture, is for sale, is not leased except as 

otherwise provided in this section, and is not used for any business or commercial purpose. The land 

contract vendor, bank, credit union, or other lending institution may retain the exemption authorized 
under this section for not more than 3 tax years. If an owner or a land contract vendor, bank, credit 
union, or other lending institution does not annually verify by December 31 that the property for which 
the principal residence exemption is retained is not occupied other than by the person who claimed 
the exemption under this section immediately preceding the foreclosure or forfeiture, is for sale, is not 
leased except as otherwise provided in this section, and is not used for any business or commercial 
purpose, the assessor of the local tax collecting unit shall deny the principal residence exemption on 

that property. Except as otherwise provided in this section, if property subject to a conditional 
rescission is leased, the local tax collecting unit shall deny that conditional rescission and that denial is 
retroactive and is effective on December 31 of the year immediately preceding the year in which the 
property subject to the conditional rescission is leased. An owner who fails to file a rescission as 
required by this subsection is subject to a penalty of $5.00 per day for each separate failure beginning 
after the 90 days have elapsed, up to a maximum of $200.00. This penalty shall be collected under 
1941 PA 122, MCL 205.1 to 205.31, and shall be deposited in the state school aid fund established in 

section 11 of article IX of the state constitution of 1963. This penalty may be waived by the 

department of treasury. If a land contract vendor, bank, credit union, or other lending institution 
retains an exemption on property under this subsection, that land contract vendor, bank, credit union, 
or other lending institution shall pay an amount equal to the additional amount that land contract 
vendor, bank, credit union, or other lending institution would have paid under section 1211 of the 
revised school code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1211, if an exemption had not been retained on that 

property, together with an administration fee equal to the property tax administration fee imposed 
under section 44. The payment required under this subsection shall be collected by the local tax 
collecting unit at the same time and in the same manner as taxes collected under this act. The 
administration fee shall be retained by the local tax collecting unit. The amount collected that the land 
contract vendor, bank, credit union, or other lending institution would have paid under section 1211 of 
the revised school code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1211, if an exemption had not been retained on that 
property is an amount that is not captured by any authority as tax increment revenues and shall be 

distributed to the department of treasury monthly for deposit into the state school aid fund 
established in section 11 of article IX of the state constitution of 1963. If a land contract vendor, bank, 
credit union, or other lending institution transfers ownership of property for which an exemption is 

retained under this subsection, that land contract vendor, bank, credit union, or other lending 
institution shall rescind the exemption as provided in this section and shall notify the treasurer of the 
local tax collecting unit of that transfer of ownership. If a land contract vendor, bank, credit union, or 
other lending institution fails to make the payment required under this subsection for any property 

within the period for which property taxes are due and payable without penalty, the local tax collecting 
unit shall deny that conditional rescission and that denial is retroactive and is effective on December 
31 of the immediately preceding year. If the local tax collecting unit denies a conditional rescission, 
the local tax collecting unit shall remove the exemption of the property and the amount due from the 
land contract vendor, bank, credit union, or other lending institution shall be a tax so that the 
additional taxes, penalties, and interest shall be collected as provided for in this section. If payment of 

the tax under this subsection is not made by the March 1 following the levy of the tax, the tax shall be 
turned over to the county treasurer and collected in the same manner as delinquent taxes under this 
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act. A person who previously occupied property as his or her principal residence but now resides in a 

nursing home or assisted living facility may retain an exemption on that property if the owner 
manifests an intent to return to that property by satisfying all of the following conditions: 

(a) The owner continues to own that property while residing in the nursing home or assisted living 
facility. 

(b) The owner has not established a new principal residence. 

(c) The owner maintains or provides for the maintenance of that property while residing in the nursing 
home or assisted living facility. 

(d) That property is not occupied, is not leased, and is not used for any business or commercial 
purpose. 

(6) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (5), if the assessor of the local tax collecting unit 
believes that the property for which an exemption is claimed is not the principal residence of the 
owner claiming the exemption, the assessor may deny a new or existing claim by notifying the owner 
and the department of treasury in writing of the reason for the denial and advising the owner that the 
denial may be appealed to the residential and small claims division of the Michigan tax tribunal within 

35 days after the date of the notice. The assessor may deny a claim for exemption for the current year 
and for the 3 immediately preceding calendar years. If the assessor denies an existing claim for 
exemption, the assessor shall remove the exemption of the property and, if the tax roll is in the local 
tax collecting unit's possession, amend the tax roll to reflect the denial and the local treasurer shall 
within 30 days of the date of the denial issue a corrected tax bill for any additional taxes with interest 
at the rate of 1.25% per month or fraction of a month and penalties computed from the date the 
taxes were last payable without interest or penalty. If the tax roll is in the county treasurer's 

possession, the tax roll shall be amended to reflect the denial and the county treasurer shall within 30 
days of the date of the denial prepare and submit a supplemental tax bill for any additional taxes, 
together with interest at the rate of 1.25% per month or fraction of a month and penalties computed 

from the date the taxes were last payable without interest or penalty. Interest on any tax set forth in 
a corrected or supplemental tax bill shall again begin to accrue 60 days after the date the corrected or 
supplemental tax bill is issued at the rate of 1.25% per month or fraction of a month. Taxes levied in a 

corrected or supplemental tax bill shall be returned as delinquent on the March 1 in the year 
immediately succeeding the year in which the corrected or supplemental tax bill is issued. If the 
assessor denies an existing claim for exemption, the interest due shall be distributed as provided in 
subsection (25). However, if the property has been transferred to a bona fide purchaser before 
additional taxes were billed to the seller as a result of the denial of a claim for exemption, the taxes, 
interest, and penalties shall not be a lien on the property and shall not be billed to the bona fide 
purchaser, and the local tax collecting unit if the local tax collecting unit has possession of the tax roll 

or the county treasurer if the county has possession of the tax roll shall notify the department of 
treasury of the amount of tax due, interest, and penalties through the date of that notification. The 
department of treasury shall then assess the owner who claimed the exemption under this section for 
the tax, interest, and penalties accruing as a result of the denial of the claim for exemption, if any, as 
for unpaid taxes provided under 1941 PA 122, MCL 205.1 to 205.31, and shall deposit any tax or 

penalty collected into the state school aid fund and shall distribute any interest collected as provided 
in subsection (25). The denial shall be made on a form prescribed by the department of treasury. If 

the property for which the assessor has denied a claim for exemption under this subsection is located 
in a county in which the county treasurer or the county equalization director have elected to audit 
exemptions under subsection (10), the assessor shall notify the county treasurer or the county 
equalization director of the denial under this subsection. 

(7) If the assessor of the local tax collecting unit believes that the property for which the exemption is 
claimed is not the principal residence of the owner claiming the exemption and has not denied the 
claim, the assessor shall include a recommendation for denial with any affidavit that is forwarded to 
the department of treasury or, for an existing claim, shall send a recommendation for denial to the 
department of treasury, stating the reasons for the recommendation. 
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(8) The department of treasury shall determine if the property is the principal residence of the owner 

claiming the exemption. Except as otherwise provided in subsection (21), the department of treasury 
may review the validity of exemptions for the current calendar year and for the 3 immediately 
preceding calendar years. Except as otherwise provided in subsection (5), if the department of 

treasury determines that the property is not the principal residence of the owner claiming the 
exemption, the department shall send a notice of that determination to the local tax collecting unit 
and to the owner of the property claiming the exemption, indicating that the claim for exemption is 
denied, stating the reason for the denial, and advising the owner claiming the exemption of the right 
to appeal the determination to the department of treasury and what those rights of appeal are. The 
department of treasury may issue a notice denying a claim if an owner fails to respond within 30 days 
of receipt of a request for information from that department. An owner may appeal the denial of a 

claim of exemption to the department of treasury within 35 days of receipt of the notice of denial. An 
appeal to the department of treasury shall be conducted according to the provisions for an informal 
conference in section 21 of 1941 PA 122, MCL 205.21. Within 10 days after acknowledging an appeal 
of a denial of a claim of exemption, the department of treasury shall notify the assessor and the 
treasurer for the county in which the property is located that an appeal has been filed. Upon receipt of 

a notice that the department of treasury has denied a claim for exemption, the assessor shall remove 

the exemption of the property and, if the tax roll is in the local tax collecting unit's possession, amend 
the tax roll to reflect the denial and the local treasurer shall within 30 days of the date of the denial 
issue a corrected tax bill for any additional taxes with interest at the rate of 1.25% per month or 
fraction of a month and penalties computed from the date the taxes were last payable without interest 
and penalty. If the tax roll is in the county treasurer's possession, the tax roll shall be amended to 
reflect the denial and the county treasurer shall within 30 days of the date of the denial prepare and 
submit a supplemental tax bill for any additional taxes, together with interest at the rate of 1.25% per 

month or fraction of a month and penalties computed from the date the taxes were last payable 
without interest or penalty. Interest on any tax set forth in a corrected or supplemental tax bill shall 
again begin to accrue 60 days after the date the corrected or supplemental tax bill is issued at the 
rate of 1.25% per month or fraction of a month. The department of treasury may waive interest on 
any tax set forth in a corrected or supplemental tax bill for the current tax year and the immediately 
preceding 3 tax years if the assessor of the local tax collecting unit files with the department of 
treasury a sworn affidavit in a form prescribed by the department of treasury stating that the tax set 

forth in the corrected or supplemental tax bill is a result of the assessor's classification error or other 

error or the assessor's failure to rescind the exemption after the owner requested in writing that the 
exemption be rescinded. Taxes levied in a corrected or supplemental tax bill shall be returned as 
delinquent on the March 1 in the year immediately succeeding the year in which the corrected or 
supplemental tax bill is issued. If the department of treasury denies an existing claim for exemption, 
the interest due shall be distributed as provided in subsection (25). However, if the property has been 

transferred to a bona fide purchaser before additional taxes were billed to the seller as a result of the 
denial of a claim for exemption, the taxes, interest, and penalties shall not be a lien on the property 
and shall not be billed to the bona fide purchaser, and the local tax collecting unit if the local tax 
collecting unit has possession of the tax roll or the county treasurer if the county has possession of the 
tax roll shall notify the department of treasury of the amount of tax due and interest through the date 
of that notification. The department of treasury shall then assess the owner who claimed the 
exemption under this section for the tax and interest plus penalty accruing as a result of the denial of 

the claim for exemption, if any, as for unpaid taxes provided under 1941 PA 122, MCL 205.1 to 
205.31, and shall deposit any tax or penalty collected into the state school aid fund and shall 
distribute any interest collected as provided in subsection (25). 

(9) The department of treasury may enter into an agreement regarding the implementation or 
administration of subsection (8) with the assessor of any local tax collecting unit in a county that has 
not elected to audit exemptions claimed under this section as provided in subsection (10). The 
agreement may specify that for a period of time, not to exceed 120 days, the department of treasury 
will not deny an exemption identified by the department of treasury in the list provided under 
subsection (11). 

(10) A county may elect to audit the exemptions claimed under this section in all local tax collecting 
units located in that county as provided in this subsection. The election to audit exemptions shall be 

made by the county treasurer, or by the county equalization director with the concurrence by 
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resolution of the county board of commissioners. The initial election to audit exemptions shall require 

an audit period of 2 years. Before 2009, subsequent elections to audit exemptions shall be made 
every 2 years and shall require 2 annual audit periods. Beginning in 2009, an election to audit 
exemptions shall be made every 5 years and shall require 5 annual audit periods. An election to audit 

exemptions shall be made by submitting an election to audit form to the assessor of each local tax 
collecting unit in that county and to the department of treasury not later than April 1 preceding the 
October 1 in the year in which an election to audit is made. The election to audit form required under 
this subsection shall be in a form prescribed by the department of treasury. If a county elects to audit 
the exemptions claimed under this section, the department of treasury may continue to review the 
validity of exemptions as provided in subsection (8). If a county does not elect to audit the 
exemptions claimed under this section as provided in this subsection, the department of treasury shall 

conduct an audit of exemptions claimed under this section in the initial 2-year audit period for each 
local tax collecting unit in that county unless the department of treasury has entered into an 
agreement with the assessor for that local tax collecting unit under subsection (9). 

(11) If a county elects to audit the exemptions claimed under this section as provided in subsection 

(10) and the county treasurer or his or her designee or the county equalization director or his or her 
designee believes that the property for which an exemption is claimed is not the principal residence of 
the owner claiming the exemption, the county treasurer or his or her designee or the county 
equalization director or his or her designee may, except as otherwise provided in subsection (5), deny 

an existing claim by notifying the owner, the assessor of the local tax collecting unit, and the 
department of treasury in writing of the reason for the denial and advising the owner that the denial 
may be appealed to the residential and small claims division of the Michigan tax tribunal within 35 
days after the date of the notice. The county treasurer or his or her designee or the county 
equalization director or his or her designee may deny a claim for exemption for the current year and 
for the 3 immediately preceding calendar years. If the county treasurer or his or her designee or the 
county equalization director or his or her designee denies an existing claim for exemption, the county 

treasurer or his or her designee or the county equalization director or his or her designee shall direct 
the assessor of the local tax collecting unit in which the property is located to remove the exemption 
of the property from the assessment roll and, if the tax roll is in the local tax collecting unit's 
possession, direct the assessor of the local tax collecting unit to amend the tax roll to reflect the denial 

and the treasurer of the local tax collecting unit shall within 30 days of the date of the denial issue a 
corrected tax bill for any additional taxes with interest at the rate of 1.25% per month or fraction of a 
month and penalties computed from the date the taxes were last payable without interest and 

penalty. If the tax roll is in the county treasurer's possession, the tax roll shall be amended to reflect 
the denial and the county treasurer shall within 30 days of the date of the denial prepare and submit a 
supplemental tax bill for any additional taxes, together with interest at the rate of 1.25% per month 
or fraction of a month and penalties computed from the date the taxes were last payable without 
interest or penalty. Interest on any tax set forth in a corrected or supplemental tax bill shall again 
begin to accrue 60 days after the date the corrected or supplemental tax bill is issued at the rate of 

1.25% per month or fraction of a month. Taxes levied in a corrected or supplemental tax bill shall be 
returned as delinquent on the March 1 in the year immediately succeeding the year in which the 
corrected or supplemental tax bill is issued. If the county treasurer or his or her designee or the 
county equalization director or his or her designee denies an existing claim for exemption, the interest 
due shall be distributed as provided in subsection (25). However, if the property has been transferred 
to a bona fide purchaser before additional taxes were billed to the seller as a result of the denial of a 
claim for exemption, the taxes, interest, and penalties shall not be a lien on the property and shall not 

be billed to the bona fide purchaser, and the local tax collecting unit if the local tax collecting unit has 
possession of the tax roll or the county treasurer if the county has possession of the tax roll shall 
notify the department of treasury of the amount of tax due and interest through the date of that 
notification. The department of treasury shall then assess the owner who claimed the exemption under 
this section for the tax and interest plus penalty accruing as a result of the denial of the claim for 
exemption, if any, as for unpaid taxes provided under 1941 PA 122, MCL 205.1 to 205.31, and shall 
deposit any tax or penalty collected into the state school aid fund and shall distribute any interest 

collected as provided in subsection (25). The department of treasury shall annually provide the county 
treasurer or his or her designee or the county equalization director or his or her designee a list of 
parcels of property located in that county for which an exemption may be erroneously claimed. The 
county treasurer or his or her designee or the county equalization director or his or her designee shall 
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forward copies of the list provided by the department of treasury to each assessor in each local tax 
collecting unit in that county within 10 days of receiving the list. 

(12) If a county elects to audit exemptions claimed under this section as provided in subsection (10), 
the county treasurer or the county equalization director may enter into an agreement with the 
assessor of a local tax collecting unit in that county regarding the implementation or administration of 
this section. The agreement may specify that for a period of time, not to exceed 120 days, the county 

will not deny an exemption identified by the department of treasury in the list provided under 
subsection (11). 

(13) An owner may appeal a denial by the assessor of the local tax collecting unit under subsection 
(6), a final decision of the department of treasury under subsection (8), or a denial by the county 
treasurer or his or her designee or the county equalization director or his or her designee under 
subsection (11) to the residential and small claims division of the Michigan tax tribunal within 35 days 
of that decision. An owner is not required to pay the amount of tax in dispute in order to appeal a 
denial of a claim of exemption to the department of treasury or to receive a final determination of the 

residential and small claims division of the Michigan tax tribunal. However, interest at the rate of 

1.25% per month or fraction of a month and penalties shall accrue and be computed from the date 
the taxes were last payable without interest and penalty. If the residential and small claims division of 
the Michigan tax tribunal grants an owner's appeal of a denial and that owner has paid the interest 
due as a result of a denial under subsection (6), (8), or (11), the interest received after a distribution 
was made under subsection (25) shall be refunded. 

(14) For taxes levied after December 31, 2005, for each county in which the county treasurer or the 
county equalization director does not elect to audit the exemptions claimed under this section as 
provided in subsection (10), the department of treasury shall conduct an annual audit of exemptions 
claimed under this section for the current calendar year. 

(15) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (5), an affidavit filed by an owner for the exemption 
under this section rescinds all previous exemptions filed by that owner for any other property. The 

department of treasury shall notify the assessor of the local tax collecting unit in which the property 
for which a previous exemption was claimed is located if the previous exemption is rescinded by the 
subsequent affidavit. When an exemption is rescinded, the assessor of the local tax collecting unit 
shall remove the exemption effective December 31 of the year in which the affidavit was filed that 
rescinded the exemption. For any year for which the rescinded exemption has not been removed from 
the tax roll, the exemption shall be denied as provided in this section. However, interest and penalty 
shall not be imposed for a year for which a rescission form has been timely filed under subsection (5). 

(16) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (30), if the principal residence is part of a unit in a 
multiple-unit dwelling or a dwelling unit in a multiple-purpose structure, an owner shall claim an 

exemption for only that portion of the total taxable value of the property used as the principal 
residence of that owner in a manner prescribed by the department of treasury. If a portion of a parcel 
for which the owner claims an exemption is used for a purpose other than as a principal residence, the 
owner shall claim an exemption for only that portion of the taxable value of the property used as the 
principal residence of that owner in a manner prescribed by the department of treasury. 

(17) When a county register of deeds records a transfer of ownership of a property, he or she shall 
notify the local tax collecting unit in which the property is located of the transfer. 

(18) The department of treasury shall make available the affidavit forms and the forms to rescind an 
exemption, which may be on the same form, to all city and township assessors, county equalization 
officers, county registers of deeds, and closing agents. A person who prepares a closing statement for 
the sale of property shall provide affidavit and rescission forms to the buyer and seller at the closing 

and, if requested by the buyer or seller after execution by the buyer or seller, shall file the forms with 
the local tax collecting unit in which the property is located. If a closing statement preparer fails to 
provide exemption affidavit and rescission forms to the buyer and seller, or fails to file the affidavit 
and rescission forms with the local tax collecting unit if requested by the buyer or seller, the buyer 
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may appeal to the department of treasury within 30 days of notice to the buyer that an exemption 

was not recorded. If the department of treasury determines that the buyer qualifies for the exemption, 
the department of treasury shall notify the assessor of the local tax collecting unit that the exemption 
is granted and the assessor of the local tax collecting unit or, if the tax roll is in the possession of the 

county treasurer, the county treasurer shall correct the tax roll to reflect the exemption. This 
subsection does not create a cause of action at law or in equity against a closing statement preparer 
who fails to provide exemption affidavit and rescission forms to a buyer and seller or who fails to file 
the affidavit and rescission forms with the local tax collecting unit when requested to do so by the 
buyer or seller. 

(19) An owner who owned and occupied a principal residence on May 1 for taxes levied before January 
1, 2012 for which the exemption was not on the tax roll may file an appeal with the July board of 
review or December board of review in the year for which the exemption was claimed or the 
immediately succeeding 3 years. For taxes levied after December 31, 2011, an owner who owned and 

occupied a principal residence on June 1 or November 1 for which the exemption was not on the tax 
roll may file an appeal with the July board of review or December board of review in the year for which 

the exemption was claimed or the immediately succeeding 3 years. If an appeal of a claim for 
exemption that was not on the tax roll is received not later than 5 days prior to the date of the 
December board of review, the local tax collecting unit shall convene a December board of review and 
consider the appeal pursuant to this section and section 53b. 

(20) An owner who owned and occupied a principal residence within the time period prescribed in 
subsection (2) in any year before the 3 immediately preceding tax years for which the exemption was 
not on the tax roll as a result of a qualified error on the part of the local tax collecting unit may file a 

request for the exemption for those tax years with the department of treasury. The request for the 
exemption shall be in a form prescribed by the department of treasury and shall include all 
documentation the department of treasury considers necessary to consider the request and to correct 
any affected official records if a qualified error on the part of the local tax collecting unit is recognized 
and an exemption is granted. If the department of treasury denies a request for the exemption under 
this subsection, the owner is responsible for all costs related to the request as determined by the 

department of treasury. If the department of treasury grants a request for the exemption under this 

subsection and the exemption results in an overpayment of the tax in the years under consideration, 
the department of treasury shall notify the treasurer of the local tax collecting unit, the county 
treasurer, and other affected officials of the error and the granting of the request for the exemption 
and all affected official records shall be corrected consistent with guidance provided by the department 
of treasury. If granting the request for the exemption results in an overpayment, a rebate, including 
any interest paid by the owner, shall be paid to the owner within 30 days of the receipt of the notice. 

A rebate shall be without interest. The treasurer in possession of the appropriate tax roll may deduct 
the rebate from the appropriate tax collecting unit's subsequent distribution of taxes. The treasurer in 
possession of the appropriate tax roll shall bill to the appropriate tax collecting unit the tax collecting 
unit's share of taxes rebated. A local tax collecting unit responsible for a qualified error under this 
subsection shall reimburse each county treasurer and other affected local official required to correct 
official records under this subsection for the costs incurred in complying with this subsection. 

(21) If an owner of property received a principal residence exemption to which that owner was not 
entitled in any year before the 3 immediately preceding tax years, as a result of a qualified error on 

the part of the local tax collecting unit, the department of treasury may deny the principal residence 

exemption as provided in subsection (8). If the department of treasury denies an exemption under 
this subsection, the owner shall be issued a corrected or supplemental tax bill as provided in 
subsection (8), except interest shall not accrue until 60 days after the date the corrected or 
supplemental tax bill is issued. A local tax collecting unit responsible for a qualified error under this 
subsection shall reimburse each county treasurer and other affected local official required to correct 
official records under this subsection for the costs incurred in complying with this subsection. 

(22) If the assessor or treasurer of the local tax collecting unit believes that the department of 
treasury erroneously denied a claim for exemption, the assessor or treasurer may submit written 
information supporting the owner's claim for exemption to the department of treasury within 35 days 

of the owner's receipt of the notice denying the claim for exemption. If, after reviewing the 
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information provided, the department of treasury determines that the claim for exemption was 

erroneously denied, the department of treasury shall grant the exemption and the tax roll shall be 
amended to reflect the exemption. 

(23) If granting the exemption under this section results in an overpayment of the tax, a rebate, 
including any interest paid, shall be made to the taxpayer by the local tax collecting unit if the local 
tax collecting unit has possession of the tax roll or by the county treasurer if the county has 

possession of the tax roll within 30 days of the date the exemption is granted. The rebate shall be 
without interest. If an exemption for property classified as timber-cutover real property is granted 
under this section for the 2008 or 2009 tax year, the tax roll shall be corrected and any delinquent 
and unpaid penalty, interest, and tax resulting from that property not having been exempt under this 
section for the 2008 or 2009 tax year shall be waived. 

(24) If an exemption under this section is erroneously granted for an affidavit filed before October 1, 
2003, an owner may request in writing that the department of treasury withdraw the exemption. The 
request to withdraw the exemption shall be received not later than November 1, 2003. If an owner 

requests that an exemption be withdrawn, the department of treasury shall issue an order notifying 

the local assessor that the exemption issued under this section has been denied based on the owner's 
request. If an exemption is withdrawn, the property that had been subject to that exemption shall be 
immediately placed on the tax roll by the local tax collecting unit if the local tax collecting unit has 
possession of the tax roll or by the county treasurer if the county has possession of the tax roll as 
though the exemption had not been granted. A corrected tax bill shall be issued for the tax year being 
adjusted by the local tax collecting unit if the local tax collecting unit has possession of the tax roll or 
by the county treasurer if the county has possession of the tax roll. Unless a denial has been issued 

prior to July 1, 2003, if an owner requests that an exemption under this section be withdrawn and that 
owner pays the corrected tax bill issued under this subsection within 30 days after the corrected tax 
bill is issued, that owner is not liable for any penalty or interest on the additional tax. An owner who 
pays a corrected tax bill issued under this subsection more than 30 days after the corrected tax bill is 
issued is liable for the penalties and interest that would have accrued if the exemption had not been 
granted from the date the taxes were originally levied. 

(25) Subject to subsection (26), interest at the rate of 1.25% per month or fraction of a month 
collected under subsection (6), (8), or (11) shall be distributed as follows: 

(a) If the assessor of the local tax collecting unit denies the exemption under this section, as follows: 

(i) To the local tax collecting unit, 70%. 

(ii) To the department of treasury, 10%. 

(iii) To the county in which the property is located, 20%. 

(b) If the department of treasury denies the exemption under this section, as follows: 

(i) To the local tax collecting unit, 20%. 

(ii) To the department of treasury, 70%. 

(iii) To the county in which the property is located, 10%. 

(c) If the county treasurer or his or her designee or the county equalization director or his or her 
designee denies the exemption under this section, as follows: 

(i) To the local tax collecting unit, 20%. 
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(ii) To the department of treasury, 10%. 

(iii) To the county in which the property is located, 70%. 

(26) Interest distributed under subsection (25) is subject to the following conditions: 

(a) Interest distributed to a county shall be deposited into a restricted fund to be used solely for the 

administration of exemptions under this section. Money in that restricted fund shall lapse to the 
county general fund on the December 31 in the year 3 years after the first distribution of interest to 
the county under subsection (25) and on each succeeding December 31 thereafter. 

(b) Interest distributed to the department of treasury shall be deposited into the principal residence 
property tax exemption audit fund, which is created within the state treasury. The state treasurer may 
receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer shall 
direct the investment of the fund. The state treasurer shall credit to the fund interest and earnings 

from fund investments. Money in the fund shall be considered a work project account and at the close 
of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the general fund. Money from the fund 
shall be expended, upon appropriation, only for the purpose of auditing exemption affidavits. 

(27) Interest distributed under subsection (25) is in addition to and shall not affect the levy or 
collection of the county property tax administration fee established under this act. 

(28) A cooperative housing corporation is entitled to a full or partial exemption under this section for 

the tax year in which the cooperative housing corporation files all of the following with the local tax 
collecting unit in which the cooperative housing corporation is located if filed within the time period 
prescribed in subsection (2): 

(a) An affidavit form. 

(b) A statement of the total number of units owned by the cooperative housing corporation and 

occupied as the principal residence of a tenant stockholder as of the date of the filing under this 
subsection. 

(c) A list that includes the name, address, and social security number of each tenant stockholder of 
the cooperative housing corporation occupying a unit in the cooperative housing corporation as his or 
her principal residence as of the date of the filing under this subsection. 

(d) A statement of the total number of units of the cooperative housing corporation on which an 
exemption under this section was claimed and that were transferred in the tax year immediately 
preceding the tax year in which the filing under this section was made. 

(29) Before May 1, 2004 and before May 1, 2005, the treasurer of each county shall forward to the 
department of education a statement of the taxable value of each school district and fraction of a 
school district within the county for the preceding 4 calendar years. This requirement is in addition to 

the requirement set forth in section 151 of the state school aid act of 1979, 1979 PA 94, MCL 
388.1751. 

(30) For a parcel of property open and available for use as a bed and breakfast, the portion of the 
taxable value of the property used as a principal residence under subsection (16) shall be calculated in 
the following manner: 

(a) Add all of the following: 

(i) The square footage of the property used exclusively as that owner's principal residence. 
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(ii) 50% of the square footage of the property's common area. 

(iii) If the property was not open and available for use as a bed and breakfast for 90 or more 
consecutive days in the immediately preceding 12-month period, the result of the following 
calculation: 

(A) Add the square footage of the property that is open and available regularly and exclusively as a 
bed and breakfast, and 50% of the square footage of the property's common area. 

(B) Multiply the result of the calculation in sub-subparagraph (A) by a fraction, the numerator of which 
is the number of consecutive days in the immediately preceding 12-month period that the property 
was not open and available for use as a bed and breakfast and the denominator of which is 365. 

(b) Divide the result of the calculation in subdivision (a) by the total square footage of the property. 

(31) The owner claiming an exemption under this section for property open and available as a bed and 
breakfast shall file an affidavit claiming the exemption within the time period prescribed in subsection 
(2) with the local tax collecting unit in which the property is located. The affidavit shall be in a form 
prescribed by the department of treasury. 

(32) As used in this section: 

(a) "Bed and breakfast" means property classified as residential real property under section 34c that 
meets all of the following criteria: 

(i) Has 10 or fewer sleeping rooms, including sleeping rooms occupied by the owner of the property, 1 
or more of which are available for rent to transient tenants. 

(ii) Serves meals at no extra cost to its transient tenants. 

(iii) Has a smoke detector in proper working order in each sleeping room and a fire extinguisher in 
proper working order on each floor. 

(b) "Common area" includes, but is not limited to, a kitchen, dining room, living room, fitness room, 
porch, hallway, laundry room, or bathroom that is available for use by guests of a bed and breakfast 
or, unless guests are specifically prohibited from access to the area, an area that is used to provide a 
service to guests of a bed and breakfast. 

(c) "Qualified error" means that term as defined in section 53b. 

211.7d Housing exemption for elderly or disabled families; definitions. 

Sec. 7d. 

(1) Housing owned and operated by a nonprofit corporation or association, by a limited dividend 
housing corporation, or by this state, a political subdivision of this state, or an instrumentality of this 

state, for occupancy or use solely by elderly or disabled families is exempt from the collection of taxes 
under this act. For purposes of this section, housing is considered occupied solely by elderly or 
disabled families even if 1 or more of the units is occupied by service personnel, such as a custodian 
or nurse. 

(2) An owner of property may claim an exemption under this section on a form prescribed by the 
department of treasury. The assessor of the local tax collecting unit in which the property is located 
shall approve or disapprove a claim for exemption under this section. The assessor shall notify the 
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owner and the department of treasury in writing of the exemption's approval or disapproval. The 

department of treasury may deny an exemption under this section. The department of treasury may 
grant an exemption under this section for 2012 and the 3 immediately preceding years for property 
that would have qualified for the exemption under this section if an owner of that property had timely 

filed in 2010 the form required under this subsection. If granting the exemption under this section 
results in an overpayment of the tax, a rebate, including any interest paid, shall be made to the 
taxpayer by the local tax collecting unit if the local tax collecting unit has possession of the tax roll or 
by the county treasurer if the county has possession of the tax roll within 30 days of the date the 
exemption is granted. The rebate shall be without interest. An exemption under this section begins on 
December 31 of the year in which the exemption is approved under this subsection and shall continue 
until the property is no longer used for occupancy or use solely by elderly or disabled families. The 

owner of property exempt under this section shall notify the local tax collecting unit in which the 
property is located and the department of treasury of any change in the property that would affect the 
exemption under this section. 

(3) If property for which an exemption is claimed under this section would have been subject to the 

collection of taxes under this act if an exemption had not been granted under this section, the state 
treasurer, upon verification, shall make a payment in lieu of taxes, which shall be in the following 
amount: 

(a) For property exempt under this section before January 1, 2009, the amount of taxes paid on that 
property for the 2008 tax year, excluding any mills that would have been levied under all of the 
following: 

(i) Section 1211 of the revised school code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1211. 

(ii) The state education tax act, 1993 PA 331, MCL 211.901 to 211.906. 

(b) For property not exempt under this section before January 1, 2009 and for new construction to 
property exempt under this section before January 1, 2009, the local tax collecting unit shall calculate, 

on a form prescribed by the department of treasury, a payment calculated by multiplying the taxable 
value of the property in the first year for which the exemption is valid by the number of mills levied in 
that year by all taxing units in the local tax collecting unit, excluding any mills that would have been 
levied under all of the following: 

(i) Section 1211 of the revised school code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1211. 

(ii) The state education tax act, 1993 PA 331, MCL 211.901 to 211.906. 

(4) All payments under subsection (3) shall be forwarded to the local tax collecting unit by December 
15 each year. The department of treasury may require that the local tax collecting units receive 
payments under this section through electronic funds transfer. 

(5) The local tax collecting unit shall distribute the amount received under subsection (4) in the same 

manner and in the same proportions as general ad valorem taxes collected under this act, excluding 
any distribution that would have been made under section 1211 of the revised school code, 1976 PA 
451, MCL 380.1211, and the state education tax act, 1993 PA 331, MCL 211.901 to 211.906. 

(6) The state treasurer shall estimate the amount necessary to meet the expense of administering the 

provisions of this section in each year, and the legislature shall appropriate an amount sufficient to 
meet that expense in each year. If insufficient funds are appropriated to fully pay all payments, the 
department of treasury shall prorate the payments made under this section. 

(7) Property that is used for occupancy or use solely by elderly or disabled families that is eligible for 
exemption under this section is not subject to forfeiture, foreclosure, and sale for taxes returned as 
delinquent under this act for any year in which the property was exempt under this section. 
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(8) The department of treasury has standing to appeal the assessed value, taxable value, state 

equalized valuation, exempt status, classification, and all other issues concerning tax liability for 
property exempt under this section in the Michigan tax tribunal and all courts of this state. 

(9) As used in this section: 

(a) "Disabled person" means a person with disabilities. 

(b) "Elderly or disabled families" means families consisting of 2 or more persons if the head of the 
household, or his or her spouse, is 62 years of age or over or is a disabled person, and includes a 
single person who is 62 years of age or over or is a disabled person. 

(c) "Elderly person" means that term as defined in section 202 of title II of the housing act of 1959, 
Public Law 86-372, 12 USC 1701q. 

(d) "Housing" means new or rehabilitated structures with 8 or more residential units in 1 or more of 
the structures for occupancy and use by elderly or disabled persons, including essential contiguous 
land and related facilities as well as all personal property of the corporation, association, or limited 
dividend housing corporation used in connection with the facilities. 

(e) "Limited dividend housing corporation" means a corporation incorporated or qualified under the 
laws of this state and chapter 6 of the state housing development authority act of 1966, 1966 PA 346, 
MCL 125.1481 to 125.1486, or a limited dividend housing association organized and qualified under 

chapter 7 of the state housing development authority act of 1966, 1966 PA 346, MCL 125.1491 to 
125.1496, that will rehabilitate and own a housing facility or project previously qualified, built, or 
financed under section 202 of title II of the housing act of 1959, Public Law 86-372, 12 USC 1701q, 
section 236 of title II of the national housing act, chapter 847, 82 Stat. 498, 12 USC 1715z-1, or 
section 811 of subtitle B of title VIII of the Cranston-Gonzalez national affordable housing act, Public 
Law 101-625, 42 USC 8013. 

(f) "New construction" means that term as defined in section 34d. 

(g) "Nonprofit corporation or association" means a nonprofit corporation or association incorporated 
under the laws of this state not otherwise exempt from the collection of taxes under this act, 
operating a housing facility or project qualified, built, or financed under section 202 of title II of the 
housing act of 1959, Public Law 86-372, 12 USC 1701q, section 236 of title II of the national housing 

act, chapter 847, 82 Stat. 498, 12 USC 1715z-1, or section 811 of subtitle B of title VIII of the 
Cranston-Gonzalez national affordable housing act, Public Law 101-625, 42 USC 8013. 

(h) "Person with disabilities" means that term as defined in section 811 of subtitle B of title VIII of the 
Cranston-Gonzalez national affordable housing act, Public Law 101-625, 42 USC 8013. 

(i) "Residential units" includes 1-bedroom units licensed under the adult foster care facility licensing 

act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737, for persons who share dining, living, and bathroom 

facilities and who have a mental illness, developmental disability, or a physical disability, as those 
terms are defined in the adult foster care facility licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737, 
or individual self-contained dwellings in an unlicensed facility. At the time of construction or 
rehabilitation, both self-contained dwellings and 1-bedroom units must be financed either under 
section 202 of title II of the housing act of 1959, Public Law 86-372, 12 USC 1701q, or under section 

811 of subtitle B of title VIII of the Cranston-Gonzalez national affordable housing act, Public Law 101-
625, 42 USC 8013. 
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211.7e Deciduous and evergreen trees, shrubs, plants, bushes, and vines; public right of 

way on surface of real property being assessed. 

Sec. 7e. 

(1) The value of deciduous and evergreen trees, shrubs, plants, bushes, and vines, whether annual or 
perennial, growing on agricultural land devoted to agricultural purposes shall be exempt from 
taxation. The assessment of agricultural real property shall be made without regard to any 
enhancement in value of the agricultural real property by reason of the deciduous and evergreen 
trees, shrubs, plants, bushes, or vines. Nothing herein contained shall affect the taxation of growing 
timber. 

(2) The value of land over the surface of which is located a public right of way shall not be considered 
when the real property is being assessed. 

211.37a Appeal to state tax board; assessment of costs; method of reimbursement. 

Sec. 37a. 

If upon such appeal to the board of state tax commissioners it is determined by said board that the 
appeal is groundless and not well founded, then the costs made and incurred by the county in 
defending the same and in the proceedings thereof, shall be paid by the township whose supervisor 
made such appeal. If the allegations set forth by the said supervisor making such appeal are 

determined to be well founded, then the said county shall pay the costs of the said township by it 
expended in making and prosecuting said appeal, but in no case shall more than 75 dollars costs be 
taxed by either side. The costs shall be taxed by affidavit before the county clerk in accordance with 
the rules of practice now governing circuit courts as to taxation of costs. Copies of the said bill of costs 
shall be served upon the county treasurer by the township and upon the supervisor of the township by 
the county. If costs be taxed in favor of the county and against the township, the county treasurer is 
hereby authorized to take the amount of said costs out of any funds due or that may become due said 

township, and transfer the same to the general fund of said county. If costs shall be taxed in favor of 
the township, the said county treasurer shall immediately pay over to the treasurer of said township 
from the general fund of said county, the amount of said taxed costs, and the township treasurer shall 
deposit the same to the credit of the contingent fund of said township. 

211.39 Assessment of taxes; avoiding fractions in computation; separate assessments and 

entries; designation of columns; imprinting tax receipt; printed statement. 

Sec. 39. 

(1) The appropriate assessing officer in each local tax collecting unit shall assess the taxes 
apportioned to that local tax collecting unit according to the taxable values entered in the assessment 
roll of that local tax collecting unit for the year. 

(2) To avoid fractions in computation, the assessor shall round down the tax rate to 4 decimal places. 

(3) The taxes for each taxing unit shall be rounded down to the nearest 1 cent. The taxes shall be 
separately assessed and shall be entered in separate columns, or if authorized by a resolution of the 

county board of commissioners adopted by a majority of the members elected and serving, the taxes 
in the county shall be entered either as 1 total sum or in separate columns for each taxing unit. The 
columns shall be designated as combined county taxes, combined township taxes, combined city 
taxes, and combined school taxes. If the taxes are entered as 1 total sum or as combined unit taxes, 
the local tax collecting unit shall print upon each tax receipt the percentage or tax rate that each tax is 
of the total sum or is of each taxing unit sum, or shall attach a printed statement showing the tax rate 
of each separate tax to the tax receipt at the time of payment. 
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211.40 Lien for taxes; priority; statement and receipts for taxes to show taxing unit's fiscal 

year. 

Sec. 40. 

Notwithstanding any provisions in the charter of any city or village to the contrary, all taxes become a 
debt due to the township, city, village, or county from the owner or person otherwise assessed on the 
tax day provided for in sections 2 and 13. The amounts assessed for state, county, village, or 
township taxes on any interest in real property shall become a lien on the real property on December 
1, on a day provided for by the charter of a city or village, or on the day provided for in section 40a. 

The lein for those amounts, and for all interest and charges on those amounts, shall continue until 
paid. Each tax statement and receipt for taxes on real property sent or given by any county, township, 
city, or village treasurer shall contain a printed, stamped, or written statement setting forth the date 
of the commencement and ending of the fiscal year of each taxing unit of government during which 
general taxes included on the tax statement or receipt will defray the costs of governmental services 
rendered by that local governmental unit. All personal taxes levied or assessed for state, county, 

village, or township taxes are also a first lien, prior, superior, and paramount, on all personal property 

of the persons assessed on December 1, on a day provided for by the charter of a city or village, or on 
the day provided for in section 40a. The lien for those amounts, and for all interest and charges on 
those amounts, shall continue until paid. The tax liens take precedence over all other claims, 
encumbrances, and liens on that personal property, whether created by chattel mortgage, title 
retaining contract, execution, any final process of a court, attachment, replevin, judgment, or 
otherwise. A transfer of personal property assessed for taxes does not divest or destroy the lien, 
except where the personal property is actually sold in the regular course of retail trade. The personal 

property taxes levied or assessed by any city or village are a first lien, prior, superior, and paramount 
to any other claims, liens, or encumbrances of any kind upon the personal property assessed as 
provided in this act, any provisions in the charter of cities or villages to the contrary notwithstanding. 

211.42 Tax roll; preparation; annexation and contents of warrant; loss of roll; copy of roll 
with warrant as “tax roll”. 

Sec. 42. 

The supervisor shall prepare a tax roll, with the taxes levied as provided in this act, and annex to the 
roll a warrant signed by him or her, commanding the township or city treasurer to collect the several 
sums mentioned in the last column of the roll but the warrant shall not refer to the total or aggregate 
of the several sums mentioned in the last column, and to retain the amount receivable by law into the 
township treasury for the purpose therein specified, and to pay over as provided in section 43 to the 
county treasurer the amounts which are collected for state and county purposes, and to the treasurer 
of each school district the amounts which are collected for that school district as provided in section 

43, and notify the secretary or director of each school district of the amount paid to the school district 
treasurer, and the remainder of the amounts specified in the roll for the purposes specified in the roll, 
and account in full for all money received on or before March 1 next following. The warrant shall 
authorize and command the treasurer, in case any person named in the tax roll neglects or refuses to 
pay the tax, to levy the tax by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the person. The 

supervisor may make a new roll and warrant in case of the loss of the roll originally given to the 
township treasurer. The copy of the roll with the warrant annexed shall be known as “the tax roll.” 

***** 211.42a.amended THIS AMENDED SECTION IS EFFECTIVE JANUARY 11, 2016  

 

 
211.42a.amended Use of computerized data base as tax roll; authorization; requirements; 
certification; computer terminal for public viewing; noncompliance; notice; failure to correct 
condition of noncompliance; withdrawal of approval; proceedings; rules. 
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Sec. 42a. 

(1) Subject to this section, a local tax collecting unit may use a computerized data base system as the 
tax roll if any of the following apply: 

(a) The local tax collecting unit obtains written authorization from the state tax commission. 

(b) The treasurer of the county in which the local tax collecting unit is located obtains written 
authorization from the state tax commission for the use by the county treasurer or local tax collecting 
units within the county of an approved computerized data base system as the tax roll. This subdivision 
shall not be construed to prohibit a local tax collecting unit from seeking authorization from the state 
tax commission to use a computerized data base system developed by the local tax collecting unit. 

(c) The state tax commission fails to authorize or deny within 120 days a written request from a 
county treasurer or a local tax collecting unit under this subsection to use a computerized data base 
system as the tax roll. 

(2) The state tax commission shall authorize the use of a computerized data base system as the tax 
roll if the local tax collecting unit or the county treasurer demonstrates that the proposed system has 
the capacity to enable a local tax collecting unit to comply and the local tax collecting unit complies 
with all of the following requirements: 

(a) The treasurer of the local tax collecting unit and the assessor produce a final settlement tax roll to 

certify taxes collected to the county treasurer under section 55. The assessor shall certify that taxable 
values, state equalized valuations, adjusted valuations, and the spread of taxes and adjusted taxes 
are correctly recorded in the settlement tax roll. The treasurer of the local tax collecting unit shall 
certify delinquent taxes and certify that all tax collections are posted on the settlement tax roll. Those 
certifications and the settlement tax roll shall be transmitted to the county treasurer. The settlement 
tax roll transmitted to the county treasurer may be in either a computer printed format or a disk, 
external drive, or other electronic data processing format compatible with the computer system used 

by the county treasurer. The affidavit attached to or included with the settlement tax roll shall include 
documentation that authorizes and reports all changes in the precollection tax roll. 

(b) The treasurer of the local tax collecting unit prepares and maintains a journal of the collections 
totaled and reconciled to the amount of actual collections daily. 

(c) A payment of the tax is posted to the computerized data base system using a transaction or 
receipt number with the date of payment. A posting on the computerized data base system is 
considered the entry of the fact and date of payment in an indelible manner on the tax roll as required 
by section 46(2). 

(d) The computerized data base system has internal and external security procedures sufficient to 
assure the integrity of the system. 

(e) The computerized data base system is compatible with the system used by the county treasurer 
for the collection of delinquent taxes. 

(3) Not later than May 1 of the third year following the year in which a local tax collecting unit begins 
using a computerized data base system as the tax roll after approval under subsection (1) and every 3 
years thereafter, the local tax collecting unit shall certify to the state tax commission that the 
requirements of this section are being met. 

(4) A county treasurer or local tax collecting unit that provides a computer terminal for public viewing 
of the tax roll is considered as having the tax roll available for public inspection. 
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(5) If at any time the state treasurer or the state tax commission believes that a local tax collecting 

unit is no longer in compliance with subsection (2), the state treasurer or the state tax commission 
shall provide written notice to that local tax collecting unit. The notice shall specify the reasons that 
use of the computerized data base system as the original tax roll is no longer in compliance with 

subsection (2). The local tax collecting unit has not less than 60 days to provide evidence that the 
local tax collecting unit is in compliance with subsection (2) or that action to correct noncompliance 
has been implemented. If, after the expiration of 60 days, the state tax commission or the state 
treasurer believes that the local tax collecting unit is not taking satisfactory steps to correct a 
condition of noncompliance, the state tax commission upon its own motion may, and upon the request 
of the state treasurer shall, withdraw approval of the use of the computerized data base system as the 
original tax roll. Proceedings of the state tax commission under this subsection shall be in accordance 

with rules for other proceedings of the commission promulgated under the administrative procedures 
act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328, and shall not be considered a contested case. 

211.43 Notice of taxes apportioned to township; bond; schedule for delivering tax 
collections; alternative schedule; accounting for and delivering tax collections; resolution; 

willfully neglecting or refusing to perform duty; penalty; interest earned; alternative 
agreement; definitions. 

Sec. 43. 

(1) The supervisor of each township, immediately upon authorization to raise money by taxation 
pursuant to an election held under section 36 or on or before the November 5 in each year, shall 
notify the township treasurer of the amount of the state, county, school, and public transportation 
authority taxes as apportioned to his or her township. 

(2) The treasurer, immediately upon authorization to raise money by taxation pursuant to an election 
held under section 36 or on or before the third day immediately preceding the day the taxes to be 
collected become a lien, shall give to the county treasurer a bond running to the county in the actual 
amount of state, county, and school taxes, except school taxes collected through a city treasurer, with 

sufficient sureties to be approved by the supervisor of the township and the county treasurer, 
conditioned that he or she will pay over to the county treasurer as required by law all state and county 
taxes, pay over to the respective school treasurers all school taxes that he or she collects during each 
year of his or her term of office, and duly and faithfully perform all the other duties of the office of 
treasurer. If a corporate surety bond is provided, the bond shall be approved only by the county 
treasurer. If the bond is furnished by a surety company authorized to transact business under the laws 
of this state, it is sufficient that the bond is equal to 40% of the amount of state, county, and school 

taxes. If the bond is furnished by a surety company, the premium and cost of the bond given to the 
county shall be paid by the county treasurer from the general fund of the county against which the 
premium and cost is made a charge. However, the county treasurer having paid the premium may bill 
each district school board afforded protection by the bond that portion of the premium charge as is 
allocated to the school taxes and the school district treasurers shall pay that allocated premium charge 
as determined by the county treasurer for the protection of school taxes from available school district 

funds. If the county treasurer and township supervisor determine that the bond of the township 
treasurer recorded with the township clerk and on file with the township supervisor is adequate and 
sufficient to safeguard the proper accounting of state, county, and school taxes as required by law, 

the township treasurer shall not be required to file with the county treasurer the bond provided for in 
this section. The county treasurer shall deliver to the supervisor on or before the day the taxes to be 
collected become a lien a signed statement of approval of the bond. Upon the receipt of the signed 
statement and on or before the day the taxes to be collected become a lien, the supervisor shall 

deliver to the township treasurer the tax roll of this township. The county treasurer shall file and safely 
keep the bond in his or her office and shall give to the township treasurer a receipt stating that the 
required bond was received, which receipt the township treasurer shall deliver to the supervisor on or 
before the day the taxes to be collected become a lien. After the delivery of the receipt and on or 
before the day the taxes to be collected become a lien, the supervisor shall deliver to the township 
treasurer the tax roll of the township. 
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(3) Except as provided in subsections (4) and (5), tax collections shall be delivered pursuant to the 
following schedule: 

(a) Within 10 business days after the first and fifteenth day of each month, the township or city 
treasurer shall account for and deliver to the county treasurer the total amount of state and county 
tax collections on hand on the first and fifteenth day of each month; to the school district treasurers 
the total amount of school tax collections on hand on the first and fifteenth day of each month; and to 

the public transportation authorities the total amount of public transportation authority tax collections 
on hand the first and fifteenth day of each month. If the intermediate school district and community 
college district provide for direct payment pursuant to subsection (9), the township or city treasurer 
shall also account for and deliver to the intermediate school district and the community college district 
the total respective amounts of school tax collections on hand the first and fifteenth day of each 
month. This subdivision shall not apply to the month of March. 

(b) Within 10 business days after the last day of February, the township or city treasurer shall account 
for and deliver to the county treasurer at least 90% of the total amount of state and county tax 

collections on hand on the last day of February; to the school district treasurers at least 90% of the 

total amount of school tax collections on hand on the last day of February; and to the public 
transportation authorities at least 90% of the total amount of public transportation authority tax 
collections on hand on the last day of February. If the intermediate school district and community 
college district provide for direct payment pursuant to subsection (9), the township or city treasurer 
shall also account for and deliver to the intermediate school district and community college district at 
least 90% of the total respective amounts of school tax collections on hand on the last day of 
February. 

(c) A final adjustment and delivery of the total amount of tax collections on hand for the county, 
community college districts, intermediate school districts, school districts, and public transportation 
authorities shall be made not later than April 1 of each year. 

(4) Instead of following the schedule prescribed in subsection (3), the township or city serving as the 

tax collecting unit and the local governmental unit for which the tax collections are made may enter 
into an agreement to establish an alternative schedule for delivering tax collections. 

(5) A township that has a state equalized valuation of $15,000,000.00 or less shall account for and 
deliver to the county treasurer, the school district treasurers, and the public transportation authorities 
and, if the intermediate school district and community college district provide for direct payment 
pursuant to subsection (9), the intermediate school district treasurers and community college 
treasurers the taxes collected up to and including January 10, within 10 business days after January 
10. However, a township treasurer subject to this subsection shall at no time have on hand collections 
of state, county, community college, intermediate school district if applicable pursuant to subsection 

(9), school district, and public transportation authority taxes in excess of 25% of the amount of the 
taxes apportioned to the township and, when collections on hand reach this percentage, the township 
treasurer shall immediately account for and turn over the total amount of state and county tax 
collections on hand to the county treasurer, the total respective amounts of school tax collections on 
hand to the respective treasurers, and the total respective amounts of public transportation authority 

tax collections on hand to the respective public transportation authorities. The township treasurer shall 
notify the secretary or superintendent of each community college district, intermediate school district, 

and school district applicable and each of the applicable public transportation authorities of the total 
amount of taxes paid to the respective treasurer or authority, which notification shall show the 
different funds for which the taxes were collected. 

(6) Except as may be provided under section 1613 of Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1976, being 
section 380.1613 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, when a county treasurer is collecting the school 
district or intermediate school district levy, the county treasurer shall account for and deliver to the 
appropriate local governmental unit treasurer the tax collections received by the county treasurer 
within 10 business days after the county treasurer receives the funds. 
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(7) The county treasurer shall account for and deposit in the county library fund for the use of the 

county library board, county tax collections received pursuant to a tax levied under section 1 of Act 
No. 138 of the Public Acts of 1917, being section 397.301 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, within 10 
business days after the county treasurer receives the funds. 

(8) The county treasurer shall account for and deliver to the boards of each metropolitan 
transportation authority the county tax collections for transportation authority purposes received by 
the county treasurer within 10 business days after the county treasurer receives the funds. 

(9) For taxes that become a lien in December 1984 or after 1984, an intermediate school district 

board or the board of trustees of a community college may provide that a local tax collecting treasurer 
shall account for and deliver tax collections directly to the respective intermediate school district or 
community college treasurer pursuant to the schedule contained in subsections (3), (4), and (5) for 
delivery of the respective taxes to the county treasurer. A resolution shall be adopted at least 60 days 
before the day taxes to be collected become a lien and shall specify the period for which the resolution 
is effective. Copies of the resolution shall be transmitted to each local tax collecting treasurer and 
county treasurer within the intermediate school district or community college district. 

(10) By the fifteenth day of each month, the county treasurer shall account for and deliver to the state 
the collections under the state education tax act, Act No. 331 of the Public Acts of 1993, being 

sections 211.901 to 211.906 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, on hand on the last day of the preceding 
month. By the first day of each month, the county treasurer shall account for and deliver to the state 
the collections under the state education tax act, Act No. 331 of the Public Acts of 1993, on hand on or 
before the fifteenth day of the immediately preceding month. The county treasurer may retain the 
interest earned on the money collected under Act No. 331 of the Public Acts of 1993 while held by the 
county treasurer, as reimbursement for the cost incurred by the county in collecting and transmitting 
the tax imposed by that act. The money retained by the county treasurer under this section shall be 
deposited in the treasury of the county in which the tax is collected to the credit of the general fund. 

(11) A treasurer who willfully neglects or refuses to perform a duty required by subsections (3) to (8) 

is subject to the penalty prescribed in section 119(1). 

(12) Except as otherwise provided by subsection (10), interest earned by a city, township, or county 

on collections of taxes levied on or after November 5, 1985 before the tax collections are accounted 
for and delivered to the respective taxing units pursuant to this section shall also be accounted for and 
delivered to the respective taxing units on a pro rata basis. Interest earned by a city, township, or 
county on collections of taxes levied before November 5, 1985 before those collections were 
accounted for and delivered to the respective taxing units in compliance with the requirements of this 
section is not subject to claim and retroactive collection by those taxing units. However, interest 
earned on collections of taxes levied on or after November 5, 1985 and before December 1, 1987 are 

not subject to claim and retroactive collection unless a claim has been filed in a court of competent 
jurisdiction before March 1, 1988. This subsection does not apply to interest or penalties imposed by 
law or charter and does not nullify or prohibit any agreements made between a collecting unit and a 
taxing unit regarding the earned interest. 

(13) If there is an agreement for an alternative schedule for delivering tax collections or for interest 
earned under subsections (4) and (12), the collection of the state education tax is subject to those 
provisions of that agreement. 

(14) As used in this section: 

(a) “Metropolitan transportation authority” means an authority created under the metropolitan 
transportation authorities act of 1967, Act No. 204 of the Public Acts of 1967, being sections 124.401 
to 124.425 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 
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(b) “Public transportation authority” means an authority created under Act No. 55 of the Public Acts of 
1963, being sections 124.351 to 124.359 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

 

211.43a Delay in receipt of tax roll; fees for unpaid taxes; delinquent tax return. 

Sec. 43a. 

That whenever any township, city or county treasurer does not receive the tax roll within the time 

specified under the provisions of section 43 of this act by reason of any delay caused by an appeal to 
the board of state tax commissioners as provided by Act No. 201, Public Acts of 1913, such treasurer 
shall receive taxes appearing on such roll with the additional charge of 1 per cent for a collection fee 
for the period of 30 days after the receipt of the tax roll, except in counties, cities or townships where 
some special provision is made by law for a collection fee the treasurer shall comply with such special 

provisions during said 30-day period. On all taxes unpaid at the expiration of said 30-day period he 
shall add 4 per cent, and on or before the expiration of 60 days from the receipt of said tax roll by 

said township or city treasurer he shall make a return to the county treasurer of the uncollected taxes 
assessed on real and personal property as provided by section 55 of this act. 

211.43b Public moneys; depository; liability. 

Sec. 43b. 

The governing board or legislative body, as the case may be, of every county, township, school 
district, highway district, city or village or any other municipal corporation within this state shall 

provide by resolution for the deposit of all public moneys which shall come into the hands of the 
treasurer or tax collector of their respective units of government, including all moneys held by such 
treasurer or tax collector for the state, county and/or other political units of the state, and such 
resolution shall specify the bank or banks where such public money shall be deposited and may limit 

the amount to be deposited in any one depository. Such designation shall continue until revoked by a 
resolution redesignating such depository, but nothing herein shall authorize the deposit of moneys in 
any such bank or banks in excess of the amount that any such bank may otherwise lawfully receive. 

Whenever any treasurer or tax collector shall have deposited all public moneys coming into his hands 
in accordance with such resolution, neither such treasurer or tax collector nor the surety or sureties on 
his official bond shall be liable for any loss occasioned by the failure or default of any such designated 
depository or depositories, regardless of whether any such deposit was secured or not. Failure on the 
part of any such treasurer or tax collector to deposit public moneys coming into his hands in 
accordance with the terms of such resolution shall render him and his surety or sureties liable for any 
loss occasioned by such failure, but in no case shall the surety or sureties be liable in an amount in 
excess of the penalty of their respective bonds. 

211.44 Collection of taxes; mailing and contents of tax statement; failure to send or receive 

notice; time and place for receiving taxes; property tax administration fees; return of 
excess; cost of appeals; waiver of interest, penalty charge, or property tax administration 

fee; use of fee; cost of treasurer's bond; enforcement of collection; seizing property or 
bringing action; amounts includable in return of delinquent taxes; distributions by county 
treasurer; local governing body authorization for imposition of fees or late penalty charges; 
annual statement; taxes levied after December 31, 2001 on qualified real property; 
definitions. 

Sec. 44. 

(1) Upon receipt of the tax roll, the township treasurer or other collector shall proceed to collect the 
taxes. The township treasurer or other collector shall mail to each taxpayer at the taxpayer's last 
known address on the tax roll or to the taxpayer's designated agent a statement showing the 
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description of the property against which the tax is levied, the taxable value of the property, the 

amount of the tax on the property, and, for property returned to the county treasurer for delinquent 
taxes, in the year in which the property is returned to the county treasurer for delinquent taxes only, 
notice of the fact that as of March 1 there were delinquent taxes on the property, that those 

delinquent taxes were returned to the county treasurer for collection, and contact information for the 
county treasurer. However, if not later than 2 weeks before the tax bill is finalized, a local tax 
collecting unit receives from the county notice that previously delinquent taxes on a parcel of property 
are no longer delinquent, the statement for that property under this subsection is not required to 
include notice of the fact that as of March 1 there were delinquent taxes on the property, that those 
delinquent taxes were returned to the county treasurer for collection, and contact information for the 
county treasurer. If a tax statement is mailed to the taxpayer, a tax statement sent to a taxpayer's 

designated agent may be in a summary form or may be in an electronic data processing format. If the 
tax statement information is provided to both a taxpayer and the taxpayer's designated agent, the tax 
statement mailed to the taxpayer may be identified as an informational copy. A township treasurer or 
other collector electing to send a tax statement to a taxpayer's designated agent or electing not to 
include an itemization in the manner described in subsection (10)(d) in a tax statement mailed to the 

taxpayer shall, upon request, mail a detailed copy of the tax statement, including an itemization of the 
amount of tax in the manner described by subsection (10)(d), to the taxpayer without charge. 

(2) The expense of preparing and mailing the statement shall be paid from the county, township, city, 

or village funds. Failure to send or receive the notice does not prejudice the right to collect or enforce 
the payment of the tax. The township treasurer shall remain in the office of the township treasurer at 
some convenient place in the township from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to receive taxes on the following days: 

(a) At least 1 business day between December 25 and December 31 unless the township has an 
arrangement with a local financial institution to receive taxes on behalf of the township treasurer and 
to forward that payment to the township on the next business day. The township shall provide timely 
notification of which financial institutions will receive taxes for the township and which days the 
treasurer will be in the office to receive taxes. 

(b) The last day that taxes are due and payable before being returned as delinquent under section 
78a(2). 

(c) For the collection of a summer tax levy, the last day taxes are due and payable before interest is 
added under section 44a(5). 

(3) Except as provided by subsection (7), on a sum voluntarily paid before February 15 of the 
succeeding year, the local property tax collecting unit shall add a property tax administration fee of 
not more than 1% of the total tax bill per parcel. However, unless otherwise provided for by an 
agreement between the assessing unit and the collecting unit, if a local property tax collecting unit 

other than a village does not also serve as the local assessing unit, the excess of the amount of 
property tax administration fees over the expense to the local property tax collecting unit in collecting 
the taxes, but not less than 80% of the fee imposed, shall be returned to the local assessing unit. A 
property tax administration fee is defined as a fee to offset costs incurred by a collecting unit in 
assessing property values, in collecting the property tax levies, and in the review and appeal 

processes. The costs of any appeals, in excess of funds available from the property tax administration 
fee, may be shared by any taxing unit only if approved by the governing body of the taxing unit. 

Except as provided by subsection (7), on all taxes paid after February 14 and before taxes are 
returned as delinquent under section 78a(2) the governing body of a city or township may authorize 
the treasurer to add to the tax a property tax administration fee to the extent imposed on taxes paid 
before February 15 and the day that taxes are returned as delinquent under section 78a(2) a late 
penalty charge equal to 3% of the tax. The governing body of a city or township may waive interest 
from February 15 to the last day of February on a summer property tax that has been deferred under 

section 51 or any late penalty charge for the homestead property of a senior citizen, paraplegic, 
quadriplegic, hemiplegic, eligible serviceperson, eligible veteran, eligible widow or widower, totally and 
permanently disabled person, or blind person, as those persons are defined in chapter 9 of the income 
tax act of 1967, 1967 PA 281, MCL 206.501 to 206.532, if the person makes a claim before February 
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15 for a credit for that property provided by chapter 9 of the income tax act of 1967, 1967 PA 281, 

MCL 206.501 to 206.532, if the person presents a copy of the form filed for that credit to the local 
treasurer, and if the person has not received the credit before February 15. The governing body of a 
city or township may waive interest from February 15 to the day taxes are returned as delinquent 

under section 78a(2) on a summer property tax deferred under section 51 or any late penalty charge 
for a person's property that is subject to a farmland development rights agreement recorded with the 
register of deeds of the county in which the property is situated as provided in section 36104 of the 
natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.36104, if the person 
presents a copy of the development rights agreement or verification that the property is subject to a 
development rights agreement before February 15. A 4% county property tax administration fee, a 
property tax administration fee to the extent imposed on and if authorized under subsection (7) for 

taxes paid before taxes are returned as delinquent under section 78a(2), and interest on the tax at 
the rate of 1% per month shall be added to taxes collected by the township or city treasurer after the 
last day taxes are payable before being returned as delinquent under section 78a(2) and before 
settlement with the county treasurer, and the payment shall be treated as though collected by the 
county treasurer. If the statements required to be mailed by this section are not mailed before 

December 31, the treasurer shall not impose a late penalty charge on taxes collected after February 
14. 

(4) The governing body of a local property tax collecting unit may waive all or part of the property tax 

administration fee or the late penalty charge, or both. A property tax administration fee collected by 
the township treasurer shall be used only for the purposes for which it may be collected as specified 
by subsection (3) and this subsection. If the bond of the treasurer, as provided in section 43, is 
furnished by a surety company, the cost of the bond may be paid by the township from the property 
tax administration fee. 

(5) If apprehensive of the loss of personal tax assessed upon the roll, the township treasurer may 
enforce collection of the tax at any time, and if compelled to seize property or bring an action in 
December may add, if authorized under subsection (7), a property tax administration fee of not more 
than 1% of the total tax bill per parcel and 3% for a late penalty charge. 

(6) Along with taxes returned delinquent to a county treasurer, the amount of the property tax 
administration fee prescribed by subsection (3) that is imposed and not paid shall be included in the 
return of delinquent taxes and, when delinquent taxes are distributed by the county treasurer under 

this act, the delinquent property tax administration fee shall be distributed to the treasurer of the local 
unit who transmitted the statement of taxes returned as delinquent. Interest imposed upon delinquent 
property taxes under this act shall also be imposed upon the property tax administration fee and, for 
purposes of this act other than for the purpose of determining to which local unit the county treasurer 
shall distribute a delinquent property tax administration fee, any reference to delinquent taxes shall be 
considered to include the property tax administration fee returned as delinquent for the same 
property. 

(7) The local property tax collecting treasurer shall not impose a property tax administration fee, 

collection fee, or any type of late penalty charge authorized by law or charter unless the governing 
body of the local property tax collecting unit approves, by resolution or ordinance adopted after 
December 31, 1982, an authorization for the imposition of a property tax administration fee, collection 

fee, or any type of late penalty charge provided for by this section or by charter, which authorization 
shall be valid for all levies that become a lien after the resolution or ordinance is adopted. However, 
unless otherwise provided for by an agreement between the assessing unit and the collecting unit, a 
local property tax collecting unit that does not also serve as the assessing unit shall impose a property 

tax administration fee on each parcel at a rate equal to the rate of the fee imposed for city or 
township taxes on that parcel. 

(8) The annual statement required by 1966 PA 125, MCL 565.161 to 565.164, or a monthly billing 
form or mortgagor passbook provided instead of that annual statement shall include a statement to 
the effect that a taxpayer who was not mailed the tax statement or a copy of the tax statement by the 
township treasurer or other collector shall receive, upon request and without charge, a copy of the tax 
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statement from the township treasurer or other collector or, if the tax statement has been mailed to 

the taxpayer's designated agent, from either the taxpayer's designated agent or the township 
treasurer or other collector. A designated agent who is subject to 1966 PA 125, MCL 565.161 to 
565.164, and who has been mailed the tax statement for taxes that became a lien in the calendar 

year immediately preceding the year in which the annual statement may be required to be furnished 
shall mail, upon request and without charge to a taxpayer who was not mailed that tax statement or a 
copy of that tax statement, a copy of that tax statement. 

(9) For taxes levied after December 31, 2001, if taxes levied on qualified real property remain unpaid 
on February 15, all of the following shall apply: 

(a) The unpaid taxes on that qualified real property shall be collected in the same manner as unpaid 
taxes levied on personal property are collected under this act. 

(b) Unpaid taxes on qualified real property shall not be returned as delinquent to the county treasurer 
for forfeiture, foreclosure, and sale under sections 78 to 79a. 

(c) If a county treasurer discovers that unpaid taxes on qualified real property have been returned as 
delinquent for forfeiture, foreclosure, and sale under sections 78 to 79a, the county treasurer shall 
return those unpaid taxes to the appropriate local tax collection unit for collection as provided in 
subdivision (a). 

(10) As used in this section: 

(a) "Designated agent" means an individual, partnership, association, corporation, receiver, estate, 
trust, or other legal entity that has entered into an escrow account agreement or other agreement 
with the taxpayer that obligates that individual or legal entity to pay the property taxes for the 
taxpayer or, if an agreement has not been entered into, that was designated by the taxpayer on a 
form made available to the taxpayer by the township treasurer and filed with that treasurer. The 
designation by the taxpayer shall remain in effect until revoked by the taxpayer in a writing filed with 

the township treasurer. The form made available by the township treasurer shall include a statement 
that submission of the form allows the treasurer to mail the tax statement to the designated agent 
instead of to the taxpayer and a statement notifying the taxpayer of his or her right to revoke the 
designation by a writing filed with the township treasurer. 

(b) "Qualified real property" means buildings and improvements located upon leased real property 
that are assessed as real property under section 2(1)(c), except buildings and improvements exempt 
under section 9f, if the value of the buildings or improvements is not otherwise included in the 
assessment of the real property. 

(c) "Taxpayer" means the owner of the property on which the tax is imposed. 

(d) When describing in subsection (1) that the amount of tax on the property must be shown in the 
tax statement, "amount of tax" means an itemization by dollar amount of each of the several ad 

valorem property taxes and special assessments that a person may pay under section 53 and an 
itemization by millage rate, on either the tax statement or a separate form accompanying the tax 

statement, of each of the several ad valorem property taxes that a person may pay under section 53. 
The township treasurer or other collector may replace the itemization described in this subdivision with 
a statement informing the taxpayer that the itemization of the dollar amount and millage rate of the 
taxes is available without charge from the local property tax collecting unit. 

211.51 Failure of township treasurer to file bond with county treasurer; failure to appoint 
treasurer to give bond and deliver receipt; delivery of tax roll and warrant; collection and 
return of taxes; adding property tax administration fee, late penalty charge, and interest; 
return of excess amount; powers of county treasurer; persons eligible for deferment of 
summer property taxes; deferred taxes not subject to penalties or interest; filing and form 
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of intent to defer; duties of treasurer; statement of taxes deferred; levy and collection of 

summer property taxes by local taxing unit; definitions. 

Sec. 51. 

(1) If a township treasurer does not file his or her bond with the county treasurer as prescribed by law 
and the township board fails to appoint a treasurer to give the bond and deliver a receipt for the bond 
to the supervisor by December 10, the supervisor shall deliver the tax roll with the necessary warrant 
directed to the county treasurer, who shall make the collection and return of taxes. The county 
treasurer, pursuant to the adoption of a resolution by the county board of commissioners, has the 

same powers and duties to add a property tax administration fee, a late penalty charge, and interest 
to all taxes collected as conferred upon a township treasurer under section 44. The excess of the 
amount of property tax administration fees over the expense to the county in collecting the taxes shall 
be returned to the township, and the remainder of the property tax administration fees and any late 
penalty charges imposed shall be credited to the county general fund. For the purpose of collecting the 
taxes, the county treasurer is vested with all the powers conferred upon the township treasurer and 

an action may be brought on the county treasurer's bond under the same circumstances as on those 
of a township treasurer. 

(2) A local tax collecting unit that collects a summer property tax shall defer the collection of summer 

property taxes against the following property for which a deferment is claimed until the following 
February 15: 

(a) The principal residence of a taxpayer who meets both of the following conditions: 

(i) Meets 1 or more of the following conditions: 

(A) Is a totally and permanently disabled person, blind person, paraplegic, quadriplegic, eligible 
serviceperson, eligible veteran, or eligible widow or widower, as these persons are defined in chapter 
9 of the income tax act of 1967, 1967 PA 281, MCL 206.501 to 206.532. 

(B) Is 62 years of age or older, including the unremarried surviving spouse of a person who was 62 
years of age or older at the time of death. 

(ii) For the prior taxable year had a total household income of the following: 

(A) For taxes levied before January 1, 2005, $25,000.00, or less. 

(B) For taxes levied after December 31, 2004 and before January 1, 2006, $35,000.00, or less. 

(C) For taxes levied after December 31, 2005 and before January 1, 2007, $37,500.00, or less. 

(D) For taxes levied after December 31, 2006, $40,000.00, or less. 

(b) Property classified or used as agricultural real property if the gross receipts of the agricultural or 
horticultural operations in the previous year or the average gross receipts of the operations in the 

previous 3 years are not less than the household income of the owner in the previous year or the 
combined household incomes in the previous year of the individual members of a limited liability 
company or partners of a partnership that owns the agricultural real property. A limited liability 
company or partnership may claim the deferment under this section only if the individual members of 
the limited liability company or partners of the partnership qualified for the deferment under this 
section before the individual members or partners formed the limited liability company or partnership. 

(3) A taxpayer may claim a deferment provided by subsection (2) by filing with the treasurer of the 
local property tax collecting unit an intent to defer the summer property taxes that are due and 
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payable in that year without penalty or interest. Taxes deferred under subsection (2) that are not paid 
by the following February 15 are not subject to penalties or interest for the period of deferment. 

(4) The intent statement required by subsection (3) shall be on a form prescribed and provided by the 
department of treasury to the treasurer of the local property tax collecting unit. 

(5) The treasurer of the local property tax collecting unit that collects a summer property tax shall do 
the following: 

(a) Cause a notice of the availability of the deferment to be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the local property tax collecting unit or to be included as an insertion with the tax 
bill. 

(b) Assist persons in completing the deferment form. 

(6) If a local property tax collecting unit that collects a summer property tax also collects a winter 
property tax in the same year, a statement of the amount of taxes deferred pursuant to subsection 
(2) shall be in the December tax statement mailed by the local property tax collecting unit for each 
summer property tax payment that was deferred from collection. If a local property tax collecting unit 
that collects a summer property tax does not collect a winter property tax in the same year, it shall 

mail a statement of the amount of taxes deferred under subsection (2) at the same time December 
tax statements are required to be mailed under section 44. 

(7) Persons eligible for deferment of summer property taxes under subsection (2) may file their intent 
to defer until September 15 or the time the tax would otherwise become subject to interest or a late 
penalty charge for late payment, whichever is later. 

(8) To the extent permitted by the revised school code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1 to 380.1852, or the 
charter of a local property tax collecting unit, a local property tax collecting unit may provide for the 
levy and collection of summer property taxes. The terms and conditions of collection established by or 

under an agreement executed pursuant to the revised school code, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1 to 
380.1852, or the charter of a local tax collecting unit govern a summer property tax levy. 

(9) As used in this section: 

(a) "Principal residence" means property exempt under section 7cc. 

(b) "Summer property tax" means a levy of ad valorem property taxes that first becomes a lien before 
December 1 of any calendar year. 

211.53 Payment of taxes or special assessments; certificate; payment by owner of part or 
parcel of real property assessed in 1 description; suspected violation of or potential 
nonconformity with land division act; nonrecognition of division; payment by lienholder or 
tenant; payment by owner of mineral rights or surface rights; property acquired for 

highway purposes; excluding payment made by means of property tax credit; accepting less 
than total taxes or special assessments due. 

Sec. 53. 

(1) A person may pay the taxes or special assessments, any 1 of the several taxes or special 
assessments, a portion of the taxes or special assessments that is specified by the charter of a local 
collecting unit or by an ordinance or resolution adopted by the governing body of the local collecting 

unit, or if a specification is not made by an ordinance, resolution, or the charter of a local collecting 
unit a portion of the taxes or special assessments that is approved by the treasurer of the local 
collecting unit, on any parcel or description of land, or on any undivided share thereof, and the 
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treasurer shall cause to be noted across the face of the receipt in an indelible manner any portion of 

the taxes or special assessments remaining unpaid. When payment of the taxes or special 
assessments on any parcel or description of land, or on any undivided share thereof, is made to any 
local collecting treasurer, the treasurer shall place or cause to be placed upon the face of the receipt 

the following certificate: "I hereby certify that application was made to pay all taxes and special 
assessments due and payable at this office on the description shown in this receipt 
except................................................................................... 

(Signed)................... Treas." 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), a person owning an undivided share or other part or parcel 
of real property assessed in 1 description may pay on the part thus owned, by paying in any manner 
provided by subsection (1) an amount having the same relation to the whole tax or special 
assessment as the value of the part on which payment is made has to the value of the whole parcel. 
The application to pay the taxes or special assessments on any part of any parcel or description of 
land shall be accompanied by a statement from the assessing officer of the township or city in which 

the lands are situated showing the valuation of the part and of the several parts of the parcel or 

description of land, and the assessing officer shall make the valuations and furnish a statement at the 
request of any person who presents to the assessing officer a correct description and division of the 
parcel or description of land to be divided. The person making the payment shall accurately describe 
the part or share on which he or she makes payment, and the receipt given, and the record of the 
receiving officer shall show the description, and by whom paid; and in case of the sale of the 
remaining part or share for nonpayment of taxes or special assessments, he or she may purchase the 
same in like manner as any disinterested person could. 

(3) If an assessing officer has reason to believe that a violation of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, 
MCL 560.101 to 560.293, has occurred with respect to property for which a division is being requested 

pursuant to subsection (2) or section 24, or that such a division does not conform with the 
requirements of the land division act, 1967 PA 288, MCL 560.101 to 560.293, the assessing officer 
shall not recognize a division of that property requested pursuant to subsection (2) or section 24 on 
the tax roll or assessment roll until he or she refers the suspected violation or potential nonconformity 

to the county prosecuting attorney and gives written notice to the plat section of the department of 
commerce, the person requesting the division, and the person suspected of the violation or potential 
nonconformity, of such referral to the prosecuting attorney. 

(4) A person having a lien on property may, after 30 days from the time the tax is payable, pay the 
taxes thereon, and the same may be added to his or her lien and recovered with the rate of interest 

borne by the lien. A tenant of real estate may pay the taxes thereon and deduct the taxes from his or 
her rent, unless there is an agreement to the contrary. Such payment may be made to the local 
collecting treasurer while the tax roll is in his or her hands, or afterwards to the county treasurer. The 
receipt given shall be evidence of payment. Every such receipt shall be considered to include the 
certificate prescribed by subsection (1), and unless otherwise noted thereon, shall be construed as an 
application to pay all taxes and special assessments assessed against the property described therein 
and then due and payable at the office of the treasurer issuing the receipt. 

(5) A person owning either mineral rights not otherwise exempt under this act or surface rights in 
property, but not both, which rights are authorized under this act to be separately assessed, may pay 

on the rights owned as authorized in this section for the payment upon an undivided share in the 
property. 

(6) If a part of any parcel of real property is acquired for highway purposes, it shall be separately 
assessed and the assessing officer shall make the allocation of the taxes or special assessments 
between the part so acquired and the remainder as may be considered by the assessing officer to be 
in conformity with standard assessment practices. Upon the payment of the taxes or assessments 
attributable thereto, the part or parcel of real property so acquired shall be removed from the tax 
rolls. The acceptance by the city, village, township, or county treasurer of the payment shall not 
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affect, prejudice, or destroy any tax lien on the remainder of the parcel of real property from which 
the part is taken. 

(7) For purposes of determining the taxes which are required to be paid, payment made by means of 
a property tax credit which is authorized to be transferred under the income tax act of 1967, 1967 PA 
281, MCL 206.1 to 206.713, shall be excluded. 

(8) The acceptance of payment of less than the total of the taxes or special assessments due shall not 
serve to waive interest imposed pursuant to law or charter on taxes or special assessments that are 
not paid by dates set, pursuant to subsection (1), by law or charter. 

211.54 Collected and unpaid taxes; accounting to county treasurer; time. 

Sec. 54. 

Within 20 calendar days after the time specified in his warrant, the township treasurer or other 
collecting officer shall pay to the county treasurer all state and county taxes collected, and within the 
same time shall make his statement of unpaid taxes upon real and personal property as required in 
section 55. 

211.55 Duplicate statement of uncollected taxes on roll; unpaid special assessment as 
delinquent tax; original tax roll as delinquent roll; tax roll forms; affidavit; stamp or 
marking to note payment of delinquent tax; certificate; rejection of tax; duplicate statement 

of school taxes collected and school taxes unpaid; recordation and filing of duplicate 
statements or copies; receipt and statements as vouchers. 

Sec. 55. 

A township treasurer or other collecting officer who is unable to collect any of the taxes on the roll, 

assessed on real or personal property, shall make a duplicate statement of the same with a full and 

perfect description of the property, as entered on the tax roll, with the taxes assessed upon each 
parcel as shown on the roll and the name of the person to whom the property is assessed. A township 
treasurer or other collecting officer may include as a delinquent tax any unpaid special assessment 
which is delinquent on the last day of February in the delinquent taxes returned to the county 
treasurer the next day pursuant to this section. A delinquent special assessment included as a 
delinquent tax pursuant to this section shall, after return to the county treasurer, be a valid tax for all 

purposes under this act. In lieu of this delinquent tax roll, the original tax roll may be used as a 
delinquent roll, if the use is approved by a resolution adopted by the county board of commissioners. 
If the original tax roll is used as a delinquent roll the amount of the taxes which remain unpaid on a 
piece of property at time of settlement with the county treasurer shall be extended in total to a 
column provided in the tax roll for this purpose. The aggregate total of this delinquent tax column in 
the tax roll constitutes the total taxes returned delinquent to the county treasurer. The state treasurer 
may prescribe a tax roll form which meets the requirements of this section or approve or disapprove 
tax roll forms adopted by the various tax collecting local units. 

The collecting officer shall attach his affidavit to the tax roll or delinquent roll stating the aggregate 

amount of taxes remaining unpaid and the amounts remaining unpaid for each taxing unit and the 
amount of all moneys collected on account of taxes. The affidavit shall state in substance that the 
sums mentioned in the statement as uncollected remain unpaid and that the collecting officer has not, 
upon diligent inquiry, been able to discover any goods or chattels belonging to the person liable to pay 
the sums upon which he could levy the same. 

If the original tax roll is used as a delinquent tax roll the county treasurer, upon receipt of the 
payment of an item of delinquent tax, shall note the fact of the payment of delinquent tax in the roll 
using a distinctive stamp or marking which clearly indicates that the tax was paid to the county 
treasurer, the date of payment and the number of the delinquent tax receipt. The county treasurer 
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shall immediately compare the affidavits of the tax collecting officer with regard to the taxes collected 

and taxes remaining unpaid with the tax roll. If the county treasurer finds them to be correct, a 
certificate shall be added to each of them showing that the county treasurer has examined and 
compared the statements with the tax roll and found them correct, and shall file the original of the 

statements in his office and forward the duplicate to the township clerk who shall file them in his 
office. The county treasurer at any time may reject any tax upon land which has been twice assessed, 
or upon any parcel which is so erroneously or defectively described upon the tax roll that it cannot be 
correctly and easily ascertained. The township treasurer or other collecting officer upon filing the 
statement with the county treasurer, or within 5 days thereafter, shall file a duplicate statement with 
the secretary or director of each school district showing the amount of school taxes collected for the 
school district and the amount of school taxes remaining unpaid which have been returned delinquent 

to the county treasurer. The township treasurer or other collecting officer at the time of filing the 
statement shall also prepare duplicate statements or copies thereof to be signed and approved by the 
secretary or director of each school district which shall be recorded by the township clerk and filed 
with the supervisor of the township. The county treasurer shall give to the township treasurer a 
receipt, stating the amount of moneys paid by the township treasurer, for which the township shall 

receive a credit on the books of the county treasurer, and shall also give the township treasurer a 

statement of all taxes rejected, the amount of delinquent taxes returned, and the amount of any 
unpaid taxes on personal property, which receipt and statements shall be the vouchers of the 
treasurer of the amounts specified therein. 

211.56 Indorsing settlement of bond on statement; discharge from obligation of bond; 
liability on bond for incorrect returns; deposit, filing, and preservation of tax roll; tax roll as 
evidence; statement of uncollected personal property taxes; warrant authorizing collection; 
payment of sums collected; credit and receipt for collection; liability; agreement for 
collection of delinquent personal property taxes; condition; notice demanding payment; 
neglecting or refusing to pay tax; distraint and sale; legal and equitable remedies; 

collection, deposit, and use of fees, interest, penalties, costs, charges, or expenses; transfer 
of excess money; distribution of taxes collected. 

Sec. 56. 

(1) The county treasurer shall indorse on the statement given to the township treasurer the fact of the 
settlement on the bond of the township or city treasurer, which indorsement shall operate as a 

discharge of the township or city treasurer and his or her sureties from the obligation on the bond, 
unless the return of the treasurer is incorrect, in which case the bond shall continue in force, and the 
township or city treasurer and his or her sureties shall be liable on the bond for all damages 
occasioned by incorrect returns. The township treasurer shall immediately deposit his or her tax roll 
with the county treasurer, who shall file and preserve the tax roll in his or her office. This tax roll or a 
certified copy of this tax roll shall, for all purposes and in all courts, actions, and proceedings, be 
taken, held, and used as evidence, in the same manner and with like effect as the original roll. 

(2) The county treasurer shall give the township or city treasurer a statement of all the personal 

property taxes which remain uncollected, taken from the return of the township or city treasurer, with 
a warrant authorizing the township or city treasurer, or his or her successor, to collect them pursuant 
to law, and after receipt of this statement the township or city treasurer, or his or her successor, shall 

have the same power to collect the personal property taxes as under the original warrant. A township 
or city shall not be required to advance to the county treasurer or school district treasurer the amount 
of any unpaid county and school district taxes assessed against personal property, but any sums 
collected by any township or city treasurer upon county personal property taxes subsequent to the 

settlement with the county treasurer shall be paid to the county treasurer and any sums collected by 
any township or city treasurer upon school district personal property taxes subsequent to the 
settlement with the county treasurer shall be paid to the school district treasurer within 10 days after 
the collection. The county treasurer and the township or city treasurer shall then credit the remitted 
personal property tax collections upon the returned tax roll and give receipt for them. The bond, if 
any, given by the township or city treasurer to the county treasurer covering the collection of county 
and school taxes shall not be kept in force on account of any unpaid personal property taxes but in 

case any treasurer should default in the payment to the county treasurer of any collected county 
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personal property taxes or to the school district treasurer of any collected school district personal 

property taxes, after the termination of the bond, then the township or city of which he or she is 
treasurer shall be liable for these tax collections. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2) and upon an agreement entered into by the governing body of the 
local property tax collecting unit and the county board of commissioners with the concurrence of the 
county treasurer, the county treasurer shall be responsible for the collection of the delinquent personal 

property taxes of the city or township. The agreement shall specify the period during which the county 
treasurer shall be responsible for the collection of delinquent personal property taxes. However, a 
county may condition such an agreement upon the county entering into similar agreements with other 
local property tax collecting units in the county. After the accounting has been made and the other 
duties required by this section are performed, the county treasurer shall collect delinquent personal 
property taxes collected by the local property tax collecting unit which has entered into an agreement 
pursuant to this subsection. Within 120 days after March 1 of each year the county treasurer shall 

send notices to all known delinquent personal property taxpayers, demanding payment of the 
delinquent personal property taxes. Failure to send or receive the notice shall not in any way prejudice 

the right to collect or enforce the payment of the tax. If a delinquent personal property taxpayer 
neglects or refuses to pay the tax, the county treasurer shall have powers of distraint and sale 
identical to those given to the township or city treasurer in section 47. The county treasurer may also 
use whatever remedies there may be at law or equity for the collection of any indebtedness in order to 

enforce the payment of the tax. The county treasurer shall add to the amount of the assessed tax any 
collection or administration fee, distraint and sale fee, interest, penalty, or charge provided by this act 
and shall also collect whatever costs, fees, or expenses allowed by a court in which action was taken. 
For each county that has agreed to collect delinquent personal property taxes pursuant to this 
subsection, a county delinquent personal property tax administrative fund is established and all fees, 
interest, penalties, costs, charges, or expenses the county treasurer collects pursuant to this 
subsection shall be deposited into this fund. The money in this fund shall be used by the county 

treasurer to pay the costs of collecting delinquent personal property taxes. To the extent that money 
in this fund exceeds the cost of collecting delinquent personal property taxes, the county treasurer 
shall intermittently transfer the excess money to the general fund of the county. The amount of the 
assessed taxes collected by the county treasurer shall be distributed to the different taxing units in the 
same manner as the delinquent real property taxes collected by him or her are distributed. 

211.57 Statement of unpaid taxes; return of delinquent taxes; extension of time; rules; 
notices. 

Sec. 57. 

(1) If a county treasurer receives from a township, city, or village treasurer a statement of unpaid 
taxes, together with a list of the property on which the unpaid taxes are delinquent, verified according 
to law, the county treasurer shall enter the unpaid taxes at length on the books in his or her office 
provided for that purpose. The county treasurer shall make a statement of all descriptions of property 
returned as delinquent for unpaid taxes, except those rejected by him or her, with the taxes assessed 

upon those descriptions respectively. The statement, as made and compared, is the return of 
delinquent taxes by the county treasurer to the department of treasury under this act, and shall be 
completed not later than the May 1 immediately following the return to the county treasurer of the 

statements of the township, city, or village treasurers. The state treasurer may extend for a period not 
to exceed 30 days the time within which the statement shall be completed. The state treasurer shall 
promulgate rules and regulations governing and shall supervise the preparation of the statement. The 
statement shall be kept on file in the office of the county treasurer as custodian for the state treasurer 

and shall not be forwarded to the state treasurer. The county treasurers shall perform the duties with 
respect to the maintenance and correction of the statement as prescribed by the state treasurer. The 
statement takes the place of the records of delinquent taxes in the department of treasury before sale 
of property for delinquent taxes, as provided in this act. 

(2) For taxes levied before January 1, 1999, within 120 days after the county treasurer receives from 
the township, city, or village treasurers a statement of unpaid taxes, together with a list of the 
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property on which the unpaid taxes are delinquent, verified according to law, the county treasurer 

shall mail to the persons to whom those unpaid taxes were levied as well as the legal owner of the 
property, if they are not the same party, a notice that the taxes have been returned to the county 
treasurer as unpaid. The notice shall state the amount of taxes unpaid, and penalties, interest, and 

charges on the taxes, and shall state that a description of the property assessed is on file in the office 
of the county treasurer. 

(3) For taxes levied before January 1, 1999, within 120 days after March 1 of the year following the 
return of the delinquent taxes to the county treasurer, the county treasurer shall again mail the notice 
on all parcels for which the tax is still unpaid. 

(4) Any person who wishes at any time to receive notice of the return of taxes on a parcel of property 
may pay an annual fee not to exceed $5.00 by February 1 to the county treasurer and specify the 
parcel identification number and address of the property. The county treasurer shall notify the person 
if the property is returned delinquent within that year. 

(5) The notices required by this section shall be sent by first class mail, address correction requested. 

211.57a State treasurer to prescribe practice for county treasurers; failure of county 
treasurer to comply; state treasurer to complete work; expense borne by county; state 
treasurer to furnish to county treasurers changes in tax laws. 

Sec. 57a. 

(1) It is the duty of the state treasurer to prescribe uniform practices, forms, and methods that shall 
be used by the several county treasurers of this state in carrying out this act. All proceedings under 
the authority of this act shall be conducted in conformity with the uniform practices prescribed by the 
state treasurer. On the neglect or failure on the part of any county treasurer to abide by the uniform 
practices and use the uniform forms prescribed, the state treasurer may give notice in writing to the 
county clerk and to the county board of commissioners, or in lieu of the board of commissioners, the 

board of county auditors in counties having a county board of auditors, which notice shall state the 
facts constituting the alleged neglect or failure. If the alleged neglect or failure is not corrected within 
10 days after giving the notice, the state treasurer shall have complete power and authority, by 
himself or herself or his or her deputy or authorized agents, to enter the office of the county treasurer 
and complete the work in the office in conformity with the uniform practices, the expenses of that 
work to be charged back to the county, which expense shall be paid from the general fund of the 
county. 

(2) The state treasurer shall, within 30 days after the final adjournment of the legislature in every 
year, furnish the county treasurers with instructions relative to changes made in the tax laws of this 

state with respect to the duties of the township treasurers and county treasurers in connection with 
the collection of taxes. The several county treasurers shall, within 7 days after the receipt of those 
instructions, forward a copy of the instructions to each township treasurer in his or her respective 
county. The instructions shall contain all changes made since the filing of the previous instructions. In 
case of the furnishing of the first instructions to county treasurers under the provisions of this section, 

all changes of tax collection procedure as well as instructions with respect to tax collection procedures 
shall be furnished. 

211.58 Payments to county treasurer; receipt; numbering; certificate. 

Sec. 58. 

After the return of lands for unpaid taxes, the county treasurer is authorized to receive, under like 
provisions as in section 53, the amounts of the several taxes or any of them due, and the board of 
commissioners in each county may authorize notice to be given to all delinquent taxpayers so far as 
known. Neither taxes nor special assessments that are delinquent may be paid under protest to the 
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county treasurer. The county treasurer shall issue duplicate receipts for all the taxes received by him 

or her, which shall be accounted for by the county clerk, or by the board of auditors in counties having 
a board of auditors, 1 of the duplicate receipts shall be delivered to the person paying the taxes, and 1 
filed in the office of the county treasurer, which receipt shall be available to the county clerk or board 

of county auditors in counties having a board of auditors for abstracting and accounting purposes. All 
receipts issued under the provisions of this section shall be consecutively numbered by the printer and 
by the printer delivered to the county clerk who shall account for the receipts. At the time the printer 
delivers the receipts to the county clerk, the printer shall notify the state treasurer of the delivery, 
specifying the quantity and numbers of the receipts. Except when the final installment of the tax is 
paid, the county treasurer shall not issue a receipt for a payment of less than $1.00 and any tax or 
installment then sought to be paid in an amount less than $1.00 shall not be discharged or considered 

paid unless the sum of $1.00 is paid, and the difference between the amount of the tax paid and 
$1.00 shall be considered to be a part payment of the cost of issuing the receipts and shall be credited 
to the general fund of the county. In the case of payments by the same taxpayer as many descriptions 
shall be included in 1 receipt as will be sufficient to make a payment of $1.00. When payment of the 
taxes on any parcel or description of land or on any undivided share of land is made to any county 

treasurer, the treasurer shall place or cause to be placed upon the face of the receipt or redemption 

certificate, the following certificate: “I hereby certify that application was made to pay all taxes and 
special assessments due and payable at this office on the description shown in this receipt except for 
the years and items as follows: 

(Signed).........................Treas.” 

Every receipt shall be deemed to include the foregoing certificate, and unless otherwise noted on the 

certificate, shall be construed as an application to pay all taxes and special assessments assessed 
against the property described on the certificate and then due and payable at the office of the 
treasurer issuing the receipt. Future installments of special assessments shall not be considered as 
being then due and payable. 

211.59 Payment of taxes on property returned as delinquent; interest and county property 
tax administration fee; allocation and distribution of taxes and interest; additional charge 

as lien on property; crediting expense charge to land reutilization fund and to general fund; 
reimbursement of state and county; disposition and use of county property tax 
administration fee; claim by certain persons for credit on taxes paid for principal property; 

indicating fee on delinquent tax roll; disposition and use of fees. 

Sec. 59. 

(1) A person may pay the taxes, any 1 of the taxes, a portion of the taxes specified by resolution of 
the county board of commissioners, or if a specification is not made by a resolution of the county 

board of commissioners, a portion of the taxes approved by the county treasurer on a parcel or 
description of property returned as delinquent, or on an undivided share of a parcel or description of 
property returned as delinquent. For taxes levied on real property before January 1, 1999 and for 
taxes levied on personal property, the amount paid under this subsection shall include interest 
computed from the March 1 after the taxes were assessed at the rate of 1% per month or fraction of a 

month, except as provided in section 89, and 4% of the delinquent taxes as a county property tax 
administration fee that shall be a minimum of $1.00 per payment of delinquent taxes, except as 

provided in section 89. Payment under this subsection shall be made to the county treasurer of the 
county in which the property is forfeited to a county treasurer pursuant to section 78g. The county 
treasurer and the treasurer for the local tax collecting unit shall allocate and distribute the taxes and 
interest paid proportionately among the county or local tax collecting unit funds and the property tax 
administration fee returned as delinquent under section 44(6) to the treasurer of the local tax 
collecting unit who transmitted the taxes returned as delinquent. For taxes levied before January 1, 

1999, on all descriptions of property with unpaid taxes on the October 1 before the time prescribed for 
the sale of a tax lien on the property, an additional $10.00 shall be charged for expenses, which shall 
be a lien on the property. If collected, before January 1, 2006, $5.00 of this expense charge shall be 
credited to a restricted revenue fund of this state, to be known as the delinquent property tax 
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administration fund, and after December 31, 2005 $5.00 of this expense charge shall be deposited in 

the land reutilization fund created in section 78n, to reimburse this state for the cost of publishing the 
lists of property and other expenses, and $5.00 shall belong to the general fund of the county to 
reimburse the county for the expense incurred in preparing the list of delinquent property for sale or 
forfeiture. 

(2) For taxes levied before January 1, 1999, the property tax administration fee paid to the county 

treasurer shall be credited to the general fund of the county and the property tax administration fee 
paid to the state treasurer shall be credited to the land reutilization fund created in section 78n. 
Amounts credited to the general fund of the county shall be used only for the purposes specified in 
subsection (6). 

(3) For taxes levied before January 1, 1999, and for taxes levied after December 31, 1998, a county 
board of commissioners, by resolution, may provide all of the following for taxes paid before May 1 in 
the first year of delinquency for the principal residence of a senior citizen, paraplegic, hemiplegic, 
quadriplegic, eligible serviceman, eligible veteran, eligible widow, totally and permanently disabled 

person, or blind person, as those persons are defined in chapter 9 of the income tax act of 1967, 1967 

PA 281, MCL 206.501 to 206.532, if either a claim is made before February 15 for the credit provided 
by chapter 9 of the income tax act of 1967, 1967 PA 281, MCL 206.501 to 206.532, if that claimant 
presents a copy of the form filed for that credit to the county treasurer, and if that claimant has not 
received the credit before March 1; or if a claim was made in the immediately preceding tax year for 
the credit provided by chapter 9 of the income tax act of 1967, 1967 PA 281, MCL 206.501 to 
206.532, and if that claimant resides at the same principal residence as claimed in the immediately 
preceding tax year: 

(a) Any interest, fee, or penalty in excess of the interest, fee, or penalty that would have been added 
if the tax had been paid before February 15 is waived. 

(b) Interest paid under subsection (1) or section 89(1)(a) is waived unless the interest is pledged to 
the repayment of delinquent tax revolving fund notes or payable to the county delinquent tax 

revolving fund, in which case the interest shall be refunded from the general fund of the county. 

(c) The county property tax administration fee is waived. 

(4) The treasurer of the local tax collecting unit shall indicate on the delinquent tax roll if a 1% 
property tax administration fee was added to taxes collected before February 15. 

(5) The fees authorized and collected under this section and credited to the delinquent property tax 
administration fund shall be used by the department of treasury to pay expenses incurred in the 
administration of this act. 

(6) The county property tax administration fee shall be used by the county to offset the costs incurred 
in and ancillary to collecting delinquent property taxes and for purposes authorized by sections 87b 
and 87d. 

211.60 Disposition, sale, and redemption of delinquent tax property; purpose, method, and 

manner; time and place of tax sale; cancellation; expenses, county property tax 
administration fee, and interest; enforcement of lien; limitation on tax sale. 

Sec. 60. 

(1) For taxes levied before January 1, 1999, property returned for delinquent taxes, and upon which 
taxes remain unpaid after the property is returned as delinquent under this act is subject to 

disposition, sale, and redemption for the enforcement and collection of the tax liens, in the method 
and manner as provided in this section and sections 60a to 77. 
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(2) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, on the first Tuesday in May in each year, a tax 

sale for taxes levied before January 1, 1999 shall be held in the counties of this state by the county 
treasurers of those counties for and in behalf of this state. At the tax sale, property delinquent for 
taxes assessed in the third year preceding the sale or in a prior year shall be sold for the total of the 

unpaid taxes of those years. Not sooner than April 30, 2000 and April 30, 2001, the county treasurer 
may cancel the tax sale scheduled to take place on the first Tuesday in May 2000 and the first 
Tuesday in May 2001, respectively, if there are no outstanding bonds or notes issued by a county 
pursuant to sections 87b to 87e with respect to the delinquent taxes for which the sale is being 
conducted. For taxes levied before January 1, 1999, if property returned for delinquent taxes under 
this act is not offered at a tax sale pursuant to this section on or before May 1, 2001, the property is 
subject to forfeiture, foreclosure, and sale for the collection of delinquent taxes as provided in sections 
78 to 79a. 

(3) Delinquent tax sales shall include $10.00 for expenses, as provided in section 59, a county 

property tax administration fee of 4%, and interest computed at a rate of 1.25% per month, except as 
provided in section 89, from the date the taxes originally became delinquent under this act. 

(4) In the sale of liens on property for delinquent taxes or the forfeiture, foreclosure, and sale of 
property for delinquent taxes under sections 78 to 79a, the people of this state have a valid lien on 
the property, with rights to enforce the lien as a preferred or first claim on the property. The rights 
and choses to enforce the lien are the prima facie rights of this state, and shall not be set aside or 
annulled except in the manner and for the causes specified in this act. 

(5) Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, a tax sale shall not be held after May 
1, 2001. 

211.60a Cancellation of tax sale; return of property for forfeiture, foreclosure, and sale; 
county property tax administration fee; enforcement of lien. 

Sec. 60a. 

(1) If a county treasurer cancels the tax sale under section 60 on April 30, 2000 as provided in section 
60(2), on May 1, 2000, taxes levied after December 31, 1996 and before January 1, 1998 on property 
in that county that are delinquent under this act are returned to the county treasurer for forfeiture, 
foreclosure, and sale as provided in sections 78b to 79a. A county property tax administration fee of 
4% and interest computed at a noncompounded rate of 1% per month or fraction of a month on the 
taxes that were originally returned as delinquent, computed from the March 1 that the taxes originally 

became delinquent, shall be added to the delinquent taxes under this subsection. A county property 
tax administration fee provided for under this subsection shall not be less than $1.00. 

(2) If a county treasurer cancels the tax sale under section 60 on April 30, 2001 as provided in section 
60(2), on May 1, 2001, taxes levied after December 31, 1997 and before January 1, 1999 on property 
in that county that are delinquent under this act are returned to the county treasurer for forfeiture, 
foreclosure, and sale as provided in sections 78b to 79a. A county property tax administration fee of 
4% and interest computed at a noncompounded rate of 1% per month or fraction of a month on the 

taxes that were originally returned as delinquent, computed from the March 1 that the taxes originally 

became delinquent, shall be added to the delinquent taxes under this subsection. A county property 
tax administration fee provided for under this subsection shall not be less than $1.00. 

(3) For taxes levied after December 31, 1998, property returned for delinquent taxes is subject to 
forfeiture, foreclosure, and sale as provided in sections 78 to 79a. 

(4) The people of this state have a valid lien on property returned for delinquent taxes, with rights to 

enforce the lien as a preferred or first claim on the property. The right to enforce the lien is the prima 
facie right of this state and shall not be set aside or annulled except in the manner and for the causes 
specified in this act. 
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211.67c Property remaining subject to lien recorded pursuant to MCL 324.20101 to 

324.20142. 

Sec. 67c. 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, all property offered at a tax sale held 
pursuant to section 60 that is sold or bid off to this state pursuant to section 70 shall remain subject 
to a lien recorded pursuant to part 201 of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 
1994 PA 451, MCL 324.20101 to 324.20142. 

(2) In addition to a lien described under subsection (1), property offered at a tax sale held pursuant to 
section 60 that is bid off to this state pursuant to section 70 shall remain subject to any lien recorded 
by this state prior to redemption, sale, or transfer of that property by this state. 

(3) A lien described under subsection (1) or (2) shall be extinguished on the sale or transfer of the 

property pursuant to section 131 or section 2101 of the natural resources and environmental 
protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.2101. 

211.78 Delinquent taxes; return, forfeiture, and foreclosure of property; construction of act; 
election to have state foreclose property forfeited to county; resolution; rescission of prior 

resolution; foreclosure as voluntary; agreement for collection of taxes or enforcement and 
consolidation of tax liens; definitions. 

Sec. 78. 

(1) The legislature finds that there exists in this state a continuing need to strengthen and revitalize 

the economy of this state and its municipalities by encouraging the efficient and expeditious return to 
productive use of property returned for delinquent taxes. Therefore, the powers granted in this act 
relating to the return of property for delinquent taxes constitute the performance by this state or a 
political subdivision of this state of essential public purposes and functions. 

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that the provisions of this act relating to the return, forfeiture, and 
foreclosure of property for delinquent taxes satisfy the minimum requirements of due process required 
under the constitution of this state and the constitution of the United States but that those provisions 
do not create new rights beyond those required under the state constitution of 1963 or the 
constitution of the United States. The failure of this state or a political subdivision of this state to 

follow a requirement of this act relating to the return, forfeiture, or foreclosure of property for 
delinquent taxes shall not be construed to create a claim or cause of action against this state or a 
political subdivision of this state unless the minimum requirements of due process accorded under the 
state constitution of 1963 or the constitution of the United States are violated. 

(3) Not later than December 1, 1999, the county board of commissioners of a county, by a resolution 
adopted at a meeting held pursuant to the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275, 
and with the written concurrence of the county treasurer and the county executive, if any, may elect 

to have this state foreclose property under this act forfeited to the county treasurer under section 78g. 
At any time during December 2004, the county board of commissioners of a county, by a resolution 

adopted at a meeting held pursuant to the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275, 
and with the written concurrence of the county treasurer and county executive, if any, may do either 
of the following: 

(a) Elect to have this state foreclose property under this act forfeited to the county treasurer under 
section 78g. 

(b) Rescind its prior resolution by which it elected to have this state foreclose property under this act 
forfeited to the county treasurer under section 78g. 
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(4) Beginning January 1, 2009 through March 1, 2009, the county board of commissioners of a county 

in which is located an eligible city, as that term is defined in section 89d, may, by a resolution adopted 
at a meeting held pursuant to the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275, and with 
the written concurrence of the county treasurer and county executive, if any, rescind its prior 

resolution by which it elected to have this state foreclose property under this act forfeited to the 
county treasurer under section 78g. 

(5) The county board of commissioners of a county that has elected to have property forfeited under 
section 78g foreclosed by this state under this act may, by a resolution adopted at a meeting held 
pursuant to the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275, and with the written 
concurrence of the county treasurer and county executive, if any, rescind its prior resolution by which 
it elected to have this state foreclose property under this act forfeited to the county treasurer under 
section 78g. A county board of commissioners shall forward a copy of the resolution and any 
concurrence to the department of treasury not later than November 30 in the year in which the 

resolution is adopted. A county that rescinds its prior election under this subsection shall act as the 
foreclosing governmental unit under this act for all property forfeited to the county treasurer under 

section 78g after February 1 in the year immediately following the year in which the resolution is 
adopted. 

(6) The foreclosure of forfeited property by a county is voluntary and is not an activity or service 
required of units of local government for purposes of section 29 of article IX of the state constitution 
of 1963. 

(7) A county and a local governmental unit within that county may enter into an agreement for the 
collection of property taxes or the enforcement and consolidation of tax liens within that local 
governmental unit. A local governmental unit shall not establish a delinquent tax revolving fund under 
section 87b. 

(8) As used in this section and sections 78a through 155 for purposes of the collection of taxes 
returned as delinquent: 

(a) "Foreclosing governmental unit" means 1 of the following: 

(i) The treasurer of a county. 

(ii) This state if the county has elected under subsection (3) to have this state foreclose property 
under this act forfeited to the county treasurer under section 78g. 

(b) "Forfeited" or "forfeiture" means a foreclosing governmental unit may seek a judgment of 
foreclosure under section 78k if the property is not redeemed as provided under this act, but does not 
acquire a right to possession or any other interest in the property. 

211.78a Property returned as delinquent subject to forfeiture, foreclosure, and sale; unpaid 
taxes from preceding year; county property tax administration fee and interest; notice of 

return of delinquent taxes; annual fee; procedures and schedules established by ordinance. 

Sec. 78a. 

(1) For taxes levied after December 31, 1998, all property returned for delinquent taxes, and upon 
which taxes, interest, penalties, and fees remain unpaid after the property is returned as delinquent to 
the county treasurers of this state under this act, is subject to forfeiture, foreclosure, and sale for the 
enforcement and collection of the delinquent taxes as provided in section 78, this section, and sections 
78b to 79a. As used in section 78, this section, and sections 78b to 79a, "taxes" includes interest, 

penalties, and fees imposed before the taxes become delinquent and unpaid special assessments or 
other assessments that are due and payable up to and including the date of the foreclosure hearing 
under section 78k. 
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(2) On March 1 in each year, taxes levied in the immediately preceding year that remain unpaid shall 

be returned as delinquent for collection. However, if the last day in a year that taxes are due and 
payable before being returned as delinquent is on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the last day 
taxes are due and payable before being returned as delinquent is on the next business day and taxes 

levied in the immediately preceding year that remain unpaid shall be returned as delinquent on the 
immediately succeeding business day. Except as otherwise provided in section 79 for certified 
abandoned property, property delinquent for taxes levied in the second year preceding the forfeiture 
under section 78g or in a prior year to which this section applies shall be forfeited to the county 
treasurer for the total of the unpaid taxes, interest, penalties, and fees for those years as provided 
under section 78g. 

(3) A county property tax administration fee of 4% and, except as provided in section 78g(3)(c), 
interest computed at a noncompounded rate of 1% per month or fraction of a month on the taxes that 
were originally returned as delinquent, computed from the date that the taxes originally became 

delinquent, shall be added to property returned as delinquent under this section. A county property 
tax administration fee provided for under this subsection shall not be less than $1.00. 

(4) Any person with an unrecorded property interest or any other person who wishes at any time to 
receive notice of the return of delinquent taxes on a parcel of property may pay an annual fee not to 
exceed $5.00 by February 1 to the county treasurer and specify the parcel identification number, the 
address of the property, and the address to which the notice shall be sent. Holders of any 
undischarged mortgages wishing to receive notice of the return of delinquent taxes on a parcel or 
parcels of property may provide a list of such parcels in a form prescribed by the county treasurer and 
pay an annual fee not to exceed $1.00 per parcel to the county treasurer and specify for each parcel 

the parcel identification number, the address of the property, and the address to which the notice 
should be sent. The county treasurer shall notify the person or holders of undischarged mortgages if 
delinquent taxes on the property or properties are returned within that year. 

(5) Notwithstanding any charter provision to the contrary, the governing body of a local governmental 
unit that collects delinquent taxes may establish for any property, by ordinance, procedures for the 
collection of delinquent taxes and the enforcement of tax liens and the schedule for the forfeiture or 

foreclosure of delinquent tax liens. The procedures and schedule established by ordinance shall 
conform at a minimum to those procedures and schedules established under sections 78a to 78l, 
except that those taxes subject to a payment plan approved by the treasurer of the local 

governmental unit as of July 1, 1999 shall not be considered delinquent if payments are not 
delinquent under that payment plan. 

211.78b Notice provisions; June 1. 

Sec. 78b. 

Except as otherwise provided in section 79 for certified abandoned property, on the June 1 
immediately succeeding the date that unpaid taxes are returned to the county treasurer for forfeiture, 

foreclosure, and sale under section 60a(1) or (2) or returned to the county treasurer as delinquent 
under section 78a, the county treasurer shall send notice of all the following by first-class mail, 

address correction requested, to the person to whom a tax bill for property returned for delinquent 
taxes was last sent or to the person identified as the owner of property returned for delinquent taxes, 
to a person entitled to notice of the return of delinquent taxes under section 78a(4), and to a person 
to whom a tax certificate for property returned for delinquent taxes was issued pursuant to section 71, 
as shown on the current records of the county treasurer: 

(a) The date property on which unpaid taxes were returned as delinquent will be forfeited to the 
county treasurer for those unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees. 

(b) A statement that a person who holds a legal interest in the property may lose that interest as a 
result of the forfeiture and subsequent foreclosure proceeding. 
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(c) A legal description or parcel number of the property and the street address of the property, if 
available. 

(d) The person or persons to whom the notice is addressed. 

(e) The unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees due on the property. 

(f) A statement that unless those unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are paid on or 
before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry in an uncontested case of a judgment 
foreclosing the property under section 78k, absolute title to the property shall vest in the foreclosing 
governmental unit. 

(g) A statement of the person's rights of redemption and notice that the rights of redemption will 
expire on the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry in an uncontested case of a judgment 
foreclosing the property under section 78k. 

211.78d Additional fee; October 1. 

Sec. 78d. 

Except as otherwise provided in section 79 for certified abandoned property, on the October 1 
immediately succeeding the date that unpaid taxes are returned to the county treasurer for forfeiture, 
foreclosure, and sale under section 60a(1) or (2) or returned to the county treasurer as delinquent 
under section 78a, the county treasurer shall add a $15.00 fee on each parcel of property for which 
the delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees remain unpaid. 

211.78e List of property subject to forfeiture for delinquent taxes; determinations. 

Sec. 78e. 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in section 79 for certified abandoned property, on November 1 of 
each tax year, the county treasurer shall prepare a list of all property subject to forfeiture for 
delinquent taxes on the immediately succeeding March 1. The list shall include all property on which 
delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are unpaid on the November 1 immediately succeeding 
the date that taxes levied on the property were returned to the county treasurer for forfeiture, 
foreclosure, and sale under section 60a(1) or (2) or returned to the county treasurer as delinquent 

under section 78a. The list shall indicate for each parcel the total amount of delinquent taxes, interest, 
penalties, and fees, computed to the day preceding the forfeiture under section 78g. 

(2) Not later than December 1 in each tax year, the county treasurer shall determine, to the extent 
possible, all of the following based exclusively on the records contained in the office of the local 
assessor, local treasurer, and county treasurer for property subject to forfeiture for delinquent taxes 
under section 78g on the immediately succeeding March 1: 

(a) The street address of the property. 

(b) The name and address of all of the following: 

(i) The owners. 

(ii) The holder of any undischarged mortgage, tax certificate issued under section 71, or other legal 
interest. 

(iii) A subsequent purchaser under any land contract. 
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(iv) A person entitled to notice of the return of delinquent taxes under section 78a(5). 

211.78f Notice provisions; February 1; additional notices. 

Sec. 78f. 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in section 79 for certified abandoned property, not later than the 

February 1 immediately succeeding the date that unpaid taxes were returned to the county treasurer 
for forfeiture, foreclosure, and sale under section 60a(1) or (2) or returned to the county treasurer as 
delinquent under section 78a, the county treasurer shall send a notice by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the person to whom a tax bill for property returned for delinquent taxes was last sent 
and, if different, to the person identified as the owner of property returned for delinquent taxes as 
shown on the current records of the county treasurer and to those persons identified under section 
78e(2). The notice required under this subsection shall include all of the following: 

(a) The date property on which those unpaid taxes were returned as delinquent will be forfeited to the 
county treasurer for the unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees. 

(b) A statement that a person who holds a legal interest in the property may lose that interest as a 
result of the forfeiture and subsequent foreclosure proceeding. 

(c) A legal description or parcel number of the property and the street address of the property, if 
available. 

(d) The person to whom the notice is addressed. 

(e) The unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees due on the property. 

(f) A schedule of the additional interest, penalties, and fees that will accrue on the immediately 

succeeding March 1 pursuant to section 78g if those unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and 
fees due on the property are not paid. 

(g) A statement that unless those unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are paid on or 
before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry in an uncontested case of a judgment 
foreclosing the property under section 78k, absolute title to the property shall vest in the foreclosing 
governmental unit. 

(h) A statement of the person's rights of redemption and notice that the rights of redemption will 
expire on the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry in an uncontested case of a judgment 
foreclosing the property under section 78k. 

(2) The notice required under subsection (1) shall also be mailed to the property by first-class mail, 
addressed to “occupant”, if the notice was not sent to the occupant of the property pursuant to 
subsection (1). 

(3) A county treasurer may insert 1 or more additional notices in a newspaper published and 

circulated in the county in which the property is located, if there is one. If no newspaper is published 
in that county, publication may be made in a newspaper published and circulated in an adjoining 
county. 

(4) The county treasurer may publish the street address, if available, of property subject to forfeiture 
under section 78g on the immediately succeeding March 1 for delinquent taxes or the street address, 
if available, of property subject to forfeiture under section 78g on the immediately succeeding March 1 
for delinquent taxes and the name of the person to whom a tax bill for property returned for 
delinquent taxes was last sent and, if different, the name of the person identified as the owner of the 
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property returned for delinquent taxes as shown on the current records of the county treasurer in a 

newspaper published and circulated in the county in which the property is located, if there is one. If no 
newspaper is published in that county, publication may be made in a newspaper published and 
circulated in an adjoining county. 

211.78g Property delinquent for preceding 12 months or forfeited for total amount; right to 
possession by foreclosing governmental unit; limitation; recording certificate with county 

register of deeds; redemption; property as site of environmental contamination; reduction 
in amount necessary to redeem property. 

Sec. 78g. 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, on March 1 in each tax year, certified abandoned 
property and property that is delinquent for taxes, interest, penalties, and fees for the immediately 

preceding 12 months or more is forfeited to the county treasurer for the total amount of those unpaid 

delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees. If property is forfeited to a county treasurer under this 
subsection, the foreclosing governmental unit does not have a right to possession of the property until 
the April 1 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under section 78k 
or in a contested case until 22 days after the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under 
section 78k. If property is forfeited to a county treasurer under this subsection, the county treasurer 

shall add a $175.00 fee to each parcel of property for which those delinquent taxes, interest, 
penalties, and fees remain unpaid. A county treasurer shall withhold a parcel of property from 
forfeiture for any reason determined by the state tax commission. The procedure for withholding a 
parcel of property from forfeiture under this subsection shall be determined by the state tax 
commission. 

(2) Not more than 45 days after property is forfeited under subsection (1), the county treasurer shall 
record with the county register of deeds a certificate in a form determined by the department of 
treasury for each parcel of property forfeited to the county treasurer, specifying that the property has 
been forfeited to the county treasurer and not redeemed and that absolute title to the property shall 

vest in the county treasurer on the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment 
foreclosing the property under section 78k or in a contested case 21 days after the entry of a 
judgment foreclosing the property under section 78k. If a certificate of forfeiture is recorded in error, 
the county treasurer shall record with the county register of deeds a certificate of error in a form 
prescribed by the department of treasury. A certificate submitted to the county register of deeds for 
recording under this subsection need not be notarized and may be authenticated by a digital signature 
of the county treasurer or by other electronic means. If the county has elected under section 78 to 

have this state foreclose property under this act forfeited to the county treasurer under this section, 
the county treasurer shall immediately transmit to the department of treasury a copy of each 
certificate recorded under this subsection. The county treasurer shall upon collection transmit to the 
department of treasury within 30 days the fee added to each parcel under subsection (1), which may 
be paid from the county's delinquent tax revolving fund and shall be deposited in the land reutilization 
fund created under section 78n. 

(3) Property forfeited to the county treasurer under subsection (1) may be redeemed at any time on 

or before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property 
under section 78k or in a contested case within 21 days of the entry of a judgment foreclosing the 
property under section 78k upon payment to the county treasurer of all of the following: 

(a) The total amount of unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees for which the property 

was forfeited or the reduced amount of unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees payable 
under subsection (8), if applicable. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision and subdivision (c), in addition to the interest 
calculated under sections 60a(1) or (2) and 78a(3), additional interest computed at a noncompounded 
rate of 1/2% per month or fraction of a month on the taxes that were originally returned as 
delinquent, computed from the March 1 preceding the forfeiture. The county treasurer may waive the 
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additional interest under this subdivision if the property is withheld from the petition for foreclosure 
under section 78h(3)(c). 

(c) If the property is classified as residential real property under section 34c, the property is a 
principal residence exempt from the tax levied by a local school district for school operating purposes 
under section 7cc, and a tax foreclosure avoidance agreement is in effect for the property under 
section 78q(5), while the tax foreclosure avoidance agreement is effective, all of the following shall 
apply: 

(i) The property shall be withheld from the petition for foreclosure under section 78h. 

(ii) The additional interest under subdivision (b) shall not apply and interest computed at a 
noncompounded rate of 1/2% per month or fraction of a month on the taxes that were originally 
returned as delinquent, computed from the date that the taxes originally were returned as delinquent, 
shall apply to the property. 

(d) All recording fees and all fees for service of process or notice. 

(4) If property is redeemed by a person with a legal interest as provided under subsection (3), any 
unpaid taxes not returned as delinquent to the county treasurer under section 78a are not 
extinguished. 

(5) If property is redeemed by a person with a legal interest as provided under subsection (3), the 

person redeeming does not acquire a title or interest in the property greater than that person would 
have had if the property had not been forfeited to the county treasurer, but the person redeeming, 
other than the owner, is entitled to a lien for the amount paid to redeem the property in addition to 
any other lien or interest the person may have, which shall be recorded within 30 days with the 
register of deeds by the person entitled to the lien. The lien acquired shall have the same priority as 
the existing lien, title, or interest. 

(6) If property is redeemed as provided under subsection (3), the county treasurer shall issue a 
redemption certificate in quadruplicate in a form prescribed by the department of treasury. One of the 
quadruplicate certificates shall be delivered to the person making the redemption payment, 1 shall be 

filed in the office of the county treasurer, 1 shall be recorded in the office of the county register of 
deeds, and 1 shall be immediately transmitted to the department of treasury if this state is the 
foreclosing governmental unit. The county treasurer shall also make a note of the redemption 
certificate in the tax record kept in his or her office, with the name of the person making the final 
redemption payment, the date of the payment, and the amount paid. If the county treasurer accepts 
partial redemption payments, the county treasurer shall include in the tax record kept in his or her 
office the name of the person or persons making each partial redemption payment, the date of each 

partial redemption payment, the amount of each partial redemption payment, and the total amount of 
all redemption payments. A certificate and the entry of the certificate in the tax record by the county 
treasurer is prima facie evidence of a redemption payment in the courts of this state. A certificate 
submitted to the county register of deeds for recording under this subsection need not be notarized 
and may be authenticated by a digital signature of the county treasurer or by other electronic means. 

If a redemption certificate is recorded in error, the county treasurer shall record with the county 

register of deeds a certificate of error in a form prescribed by the department of treasury. A copy of a 
certificate of error recorded under this section shall be immediately transmitted to the department of 
treasury if this state is the foreclosing governmental unit. 

(7) If a foreclosing governmental unit has reason to believe that a property forfeited under this section 
may be the site of environmental contamination, the foreclosing governmental unit shall provide the 
department of environmental quality with any information in the possession of the foreclosing 
governmental unit that suggests the property may be the site of environmental contamination. 
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(8) Before July 1, 2016, if the amount of unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees for 

which a property was forfeited is greater than 50% of the state equalized valuation of the property 
and the property is subject to and in compliance with a delinquent property tax installment payment 
plan under section 78q(1) or a tax foreclosure avoidance agreement under section 78q(5), or both, 

the foreclosing governmental unit may reduce the amount of taxes, interest, penalties, and fees 
required to be paid to redeem the property under subdivision (3)(a) to an amount equal to 50% of the 
state equalized valuation of the property. If a property is redeemed by payment of the reduced 
amount under this subsection, any remaining unpaid taxes, interest, penalties, and fees for which the 
property was forfeited and otherwise payable shall be canceled by the county treasurer. A foreclosing 
governmental unit may not approve a reduction in the amount necessary to redeem property under 
this subsection if the reduction would cause noncompliance with section 87c(7) or otherwise 
impermissibly impair an outstanding debt of the county. 

211.78h Petition for foreclosure; filing in circuit court; removal of property from petition; 

withholding property by foreclosing governmental unit; hearing date. 

Sec. 78h. 

(1) Not later than June 15 in each tax year, the foreclosing governmental unit shall file a single 
petition with the clerk of the circuit court of that county listing all property forfeited and not redeemed 

to the county treasurer under section 78g to be foreclosed under section 78k for the total of the 
forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees. If available to the foreclosing 
governmental unit, the petition shall include the street address of each parcel of property set forth in 
the petition. The petition shall seek a judgment in favor of the foreclosing governmental unit for the 
forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees listed against each parcel of property. 
The petition shall request that a judgment be entered vesting absolute title to each parcel of property 
in the foreclosing governmental unit, without right of redemption. 

(2) If property is redeemed after the petition for foreclosure is filed under this section, the foreclosing 
governmental unit shall request that the circuit court remove that property from the petition for 

foreclosure before entry of judgment foreclosing the property under section 78k. 

(3) The foreclosing governmental unit may withhold the following property from the petition for 
foreclosure filed under this section: 

(a) Property the title to which is held by minor heirs or persons who are incompetent, persons without 
means of support, or persons unable to manage their affairs due to age or infirmity, until a guardian is 
appointed to protect that person's rights and interests. 

(b) Property the title to which is held by a person undergoing substantial financial hardship, as 

determined under a written policy developed and adopted by the foreclosing governmental unit. The 
foreclosing governmental unit shall make available to the public the written policy adopted under this 
subdivision. The written policy adopted under this subdivision shall include, but is not limited to, all of 
the following: 

(i) The person requesting that the property be withheld from the petition for foreclosure holds the title 
to the property. 

(ii) The total household resources of the person requesting that the property be withheld from the 
petition for foreclosure meets the federal poverty income standards as defined and determined 
annually by the United States office of management and budget or alternative guidelines adopted by 
the foreclosing governmental unit, provided that the alternative guidelines include all persons who 
would otherwise meet the federal poverty income standards under this subparagraph. As used in this 

subparagraph, "total household resources" means that term as defined in section 508 of the income 
tax act of 1967, 1967 PA 281, MCL 206.508. 
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(c) Property the title to which is held by a person subject to a delinquent property tax installment 
payment plan or tax foreclosure avoidance agreement under section 78q. 

(4) If a foreclosing governmental unit withholds property from the petition for foreclosure under 
subsection (3), a taxing unit's lien for taxes due or the foreclosing governmental unit's right to include 
the property in a subsequent petition for foreclosure is not prejudiced. 

(5) The clerk of the circuit court in which the petition is filed shall immediately set the date, time, and 
place for a hearing on the petition for foreclosure, which hearing shall be held not more than 30 days 
before the March 1 immediately succeeding the date the petition for foreclosure is filed. 

211.78i Identification of owners of property interest; title search; personal visit to 
determine occupancy; publication of notice; sources of identification; notice provisions; 
prohibited assertions if failure to redeem property; noncompliance; “authorized 

representative” defined; applicability of other requirements. 

Sec. 78i. 

(1) Not later than May 1 immediately succeeding the forfeiture of property to the county treasurer 
under section 78g, the foreclosing governmental unit shall initiate a search of records identified in 

subsection (6) to identify the owners of a property interest in the property who are entitled to notice 
under this section of the show cause hearing under section 78j and the foreclosure hearing under 
section 78k. The foreclosing governmental unit may enter into a contract with 1 or more authorized 
representatives to perform a title search or may request from 1 or more authorized representatives 
another title search product to identify the owners of a property interest in the property as required 
under this subsection or to perform other functions required for the collection of delinquent taxes 
under this act. 

(2) After conducting the search of records under subsection (1), the foreclosing governmental unit or 
its authorized representative shall determine the address reasonably calculated to apprise those 

owners of a property interest of the show cause hearing under section 78j and the foreclosure hearing 
under section 78k and shall send notice of the show cause hearing under section 78j and the 
foreclosure hearing under section 78k to those owners, and to a person entitled to notice of the return 
of delinquent taxes under section 78a(4), by certified mail, return receipt requested, not less than 30 
days before the show cause hearing. If after conducting the search of records under subsection (1) the 
foreclosing governmental unit is unable to determine an address reasonably calculated to inform a 
person with an interest in a forfeited property, or if the foreclosing governmental unit discovers a 

deficiency in notice under subsection (4), the following shall be considered reasonable steps by the 
foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative to ascertain the address of a person 
entitled to notice under this section or to ascertain an address necessary to correct the deficiency in 
notice under subsection (4): 

(a) For an individual, a search of the records of the probate court for the county in which the property 
is located. 

(b) For an individual, a search of the qualified voter file established under section 509o of the Michigan 
election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.509o, which is authorized by this subdivision. 

(c) For a partnership, a search of partnership records filed with the county clerk. 

(d) For a business entity other than a partnership, a search of business entity records filed with the 
department of labor and economic growth. 

(3) The foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative or authorized agent shall make 
a personal visit to each parcel of property forfeited to the county treasurer under section 78g to 
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ascertain whether or not the property is occupied. If the property appears to be occupied, the 
foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative shall do all of the following: 

(a) Attempt to personally serve upon a person occupying the property notice of the show cause 
hearing under section 78j and the foreclosure hearing under section 78k. 

(b) If a person occupying the property is personally served, orally inform the occupant that the 
property will be foreclosed and the occupants will be required to vacate unless all forfeited unpaid 
delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are paid, of the time within which all forfeited unpaid 
delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees must be paid, and of agencies or other resources that 
may be available to assist the owner to avoid loss of the property. 

(c) If the occupant appears to lack the ability to understand the advice given, notify the department of 
human services or provide the occupant with the names and telephone numbers of the agencies that 
may be able to assist the occupant. 

(d) If the foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative is not able to personally meet 

with the occupant, the foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative shall place the 
notice in a conspicuous manner on the property and shall also place in a conspicuous manner on the 
property a notice that explains, in plain English, that the property will be foreclosed unless forfeited 
unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are paid, the time within which forfeited unpaid 
delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees must be paid, and the names, addresses, and telephone 
numbers of agencies or other resources that may be available to assist the occupant to avoid loss of 

the property. If this state is the foreclosing governmental unit within a county, the department of 
treasury shall perform the personal visit to each parcel of property under this subsection on behalf of 
this state. 

(4) If the foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative discovers any deficiency in the 
provision of notice, the foreclosing governmental unit shall take reasonable steps in good faith to 
correct that deficiency not later than 30 days before the show cause hearing under section 78j, if 
possible. 

(5) If the foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative is unable to ascertain the 
address reasonably calculated to apprise the owners of a property interest entitled to notice under this 
section, or is unable to notify the owner of a property interest under subsection (2), the notice shall be 
made by publication. A notice shall be published for 3 successive weeks, once each week, in a 
newspaper published and circulated in the county in which the property is located, if there is one. If no 

paper is published in that county, publication shall be made in a newspaper published and circulated in 
an adjoining county. This publication shall be instead of notice under subsection (2). 

(6) The owner of a property interest is entitled to notice under this section of the show cause hearing 
under section 78j and the foreclosure hearing under section 78k if that owner's interest was 
identifiable by reference to any of the following sources before the date that the county treasurer 
records the certificate required under section 78g(2): 

(a) Land title records in the office of the county register of deeds. 

(b) Tax records in the office of the county treasurer. 

(c) Tax records in the office of the local assessor. 

(d) Tax records in the office of the local treasurer. 

(7) The notice required under subsections (2) and (3) shall include all of the following: 
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(a) The date on which the property was forfeited to the county treasurer. 

(b) A statement that the person notified may lose his or her interest in the property as a result of the 
foreclosure proceeding under section 78k. 

(c) A legal description or parcel number of the property and the street address of the property, if 
available. 

(d) The person to whom the notice is addressed. 

(e) The total taxes, interest, penalties, and fees due on the property. 

(f) The date and time of the show cause hearing under section 78j. 

(g) The date and time of the hearing on the petition for foreclosure under section 78k, and a 
statement that unless the forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are paid on 
or before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property 

under section 78k, or in a contested case within 21 days of the entry of a judgment foreclosing the 
property under section 78k, the title to the property shall vest absolutely in the foreclosing 
governmental unit and that all existing interests in oil or gas in that property shall be extinguished 
except the following: 

(i) The interests of a lessee or an assignee of an interest of a lessee under an oil or gas lease in effect 
as to that property or any part of that property if the lease was recorded in the office of the register of 
deeds in the county in which the property is located before the date of filing the petition for 
foreclosure under section 78h. 

(ii) Interests preserved as provided in section 1(3) of 1963 PA 42, MCL 554.291. 

(h) An explanation of the person's rights of redemption and notice that the rights of redemption will 
expire on the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property 
under section 78k, or in a contested case 21 days after the entry of a judgment foreclosing the 
property under section 78k. 

(8) The published notice required under subsection (5) shall include all of the following: 

(a) A legal description or parcel number of each property. 

(b) The street address of each property, if available. 

(c) The name of any person or entity entitled to notice under this section who has not been notified 
under subsection (2) or (3). 

(d) The date and time of the show cause hearing under section 78j. 

(e) The date and time of the hearing on the petition for foreclosure under section 78k. 

(f) A statement that unless all forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are paid 
on or before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property 

under section 78k, or in a contested case within 21 days of the entry of a judgment foreclosing the 
property under section 78k, the title to the property shall vest absolutely in the foreclosing 
governmental unit and that all existing interests in oil or gas in that property shall be extinguished 
except the following: 
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(i) The interests of a lessee or an assignee of an interest of a lessee under an oil or gas lease in effect 

as to that property or any part of that property if the lease was recorded in the office of the register of 
deeds in the county in which the property is located before the date of filing the petition for 
foreclosure under section 78h. 

(ii) Interests preserved as provided in section 1(3) of 1963 PA 42, MCL 554.291. 

(g) A statement that a person with an interest in the property may lose his or her interest in the 
property as a result of the foreclosure proceeding under section 78k and that all existing interests in 
oil or gas in that property shall be extinguished except the following: 

(i) The interests of a lessee or an assignee of an interest of a lessee under an oil or gas lease in effect 
as to that property or any part of that property if the lease was recorded in the office of the register of 
deeds in the county in which the property is located before the date of filing the petition for 
foreclosure under section 78h. 

(ii) Interests preserved as provided in section 1(3) of 1963 PA 42, MCL 554.291. 

(9) The owner of a property interest who has been properly served with a notice of the show cause 
hearing under section 78j and the foreclosure hearing under section 78k and who failed to redeem the 
property as provided under this act shall not assert any of the following: 

(a) That notice was insufficient or inadequate on the grounds that some other owner of a property 
interest was not also served. 

(b) That the redemption period provided under this act was extended in any way on the grounds that 
some other owner of a property interest was not also served. 

(10) The failure of the foreclosing governmental unit to comply with any provision of this section shall 

not invalidate any proceeding under this act if the owner of a property interest or a person to whom a 

tax deed was issued is accorded the minimum due process required under the state constitution of 
1963 and the constitution of the United States. 

(11) As used in this section, "authorized representative" includes all of the following: 

(a) A title insurance company or agent licensed to conduct business in this state. 

(b) An attorney licensed to practice law in this state. 

(c) A person accredited in land title search procedures by a nationally recognized organization in the 
field of land title searching. 

(d) A person with demonstrated experience searching land title records, as determined by the 
foreclosing governmental unit. 

(12) The provisions of this section relating to notice of the show cause hearing under section 78j and 
the foreclosure hearing under section 78k are exclusive and exhaustive. Other requirements relating 
to notice or proof of service under other law, rule, or legal requirement are not applicable to notice 
and proof of service under this section. 

211.78j Schedule of show cause hearing by foreclosing governmental unit. 

Sec. 78j. 
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(1) If a petition for foreclosure is filed under section 78h, the foreclosing governmental unit shall 

schedule a hearing not later than 7 days immediately preceding the date of the foreclosure hearing 
under section 78k to show cause why absolute title to the property forfeited to the county treasurer 
under section 78g should not vest in the foreclosing governmental unit. The foreclosing governmental 

unit may hold combined or separate hearings for different owners or persons with a property interest 
in the property forfeited to the county treasurer. 

(2) The owner and any person with a property interest in the property forfeited to the county 
treasurer may appear at the hearing held pursuant to this section and redeem that property or show 
cause why absolute title to that property should not vest in the foreclosing governmental unit for any 
of the reasons set forth in section 78k(2). 

(3) If the owner or any person with a property interest in the property forfeited to the county 
treasurer prevails in a hearing under subsection (1), the foreclosing governmental unit shall notify the 
county treasurer and the county treasurer shall correct the tax roll to reflect that determination. 

211.78k Proof of service of notice; filing with circuit court; contesting validity or 
correctness by person claiming property interest; filing objections; order extending 
redemption period; entry of judgment; specifications; failure to pay delinquent taxes, 
interest, penalties, and fees after entry of judgment; appeal to court of appeals; recording 

judgment or notice of judgment; cancellation; submission of certificate of error. 

Sec. 78k. 

(1) If a petition for foreclosure is filed under section 78h, not later than the date of the hearing, the 
foreclosing governmental unit shall file with the clerk of the circuit court proof of service of the notice 
of the show cause hearing under section 78j, proof of service of the notice of the foreclosure hearing 
under this section, and proof of the personal visit to the property and publication under section 78i. 

(2) A person claiming an interest in a parcel of property set forth in the petition for foreclosure may 

contest the validity or correctness of the forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and 
fees for 1 or more of the following reasons: 

(a) No law authorizes the tax. 

(b) The person appointed to decide whether a tax shall be levied under a law of this state acted 
without jurisdiction, or did not impose the tax in question. 

(c) The property was exempt from the tax in question, or the tax was not legally levied. 

(d) The tax has been paid within the time limited by law for payment or redemption. 

(e) The tax was assessed fraudulently. 

(f) The description of the property used in the assessment was so indefinite or erroneous that the 
forfeiture was void. 

(3) A person claiming an interest in a parcel of property set forth in the petition for foreclosure who 
desires to contest that petition shall file written objections with the clerk of the circuit court and serve 
those objections on the foreclosing governmental unit prior to the date of the hearing required under 
this section. 

(4) If the court determines that the owner of property subject to foreclosure is a minor heir, is 
incompetent, is without means of support, or is undergoing a substantial financial hardship, the court 
may withhold that property from foreclosure for 1 year or may enter an order extending the 
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redemption period as the court determines to be equitable. If the court withholds property from 

foreclosure under this subsection, a taxing unit's lien for taxes due is not prejudiced and that property 
shall be included in the immediately succeeding year's tax foreclosure proceeding. 

(5) The circuit court shall enter final judgment on a petition for foreclosure filed under section 78h at 
any time after the hearing under this section but not later than the March 30 immediately succeeding 
the hearing with the judgment effective on the March 31 immediately succeeding the hearing for 

uncontested cases or 10 days after the conclusion of the hearing for contested cases. All redemption 
rights to the property expire on the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment 
foreclosing the property under this section, or in a contested case 21 days after the entry of a 
judgment foreclosing the property under this section. The circuit court's judgment shall specify all of 
the following: 

(a) The legal description and, if known, the street address of the property foreclosed and the forfeited 
unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees due on each parcel of property. 

(b) That fee simple title to property foreclosed by the judgment will vest absolutely in the foreclosing 
governmental unit, except as otherwise provided in subdivisions (c) and (e), without any further rights 
of redemption, if all forfeited delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are not paid on or before 
the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under this 

section, or in a contested case within 21 days of the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property 
under this section. 

(c) That all liens against the property, including any lien for unpaid taxes or special assessments, 
except future installments of special assessments and liens recorded by this state or the foreclosing 
governmental unit pursuant to the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, 
MCL 324.101 to 324.90106, are extinguished, if all forfeited delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and 
fees are not paid on or before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment 
foreclosing the property under this section, or in a contested case within 21 days of the entry of a 
judgment foreclosing the property under this section. 

(d) That, except as otherwise provided in subdivisions (c) and (e), the foreclosing governmental unit 
has good and marketable fee simple title to the property, if all forfeited delinquent taxes, interest, 

penalties, and fees are not paid on or before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a 
judgment foreclosing the property under this section, or in a contested case within 21 days of the 
entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under this section. 

(e) That all existing recorded and unrecorded interests in that property are extinguished, except a 
visible or recorded easement or right-of-way, private deed restrictions, interests of a lessee or an 
assignee of an interest of a lessee under a recorded oil or gas lease, interests in oil or gas in that 
property that are owned by a person other than the owner of the surface that have been preserved as 
provided in section 1(3) of 1963 PA 42, MCL 554.291, or restrictions or other governmental interests 
imposed pursuant to the natural resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 

324.101 to 324.90106, if all forfeited delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are not paid on or 
before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under 

this section, or in a contested case within 21 days of the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property 
under this section. 

(f) A finding that all persons entitled to notice and an opportunity to be heard have been provided that 
notice and opportunity. A person shall be deemed to have been provided notice and an opportunity to 
be heard if the foreclosing governmental unit followed the procedures for provision of notice by mail, 
for visits to forfeited property, and for publication under section 78i, or if 1 or more of the following 
apply: 

(i) The person had constructive notice of the hearing under this section by acquiring an interest in the 
property after the date the notice of forfeiture is recorded under section 78g. 
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(ii) The person appeared at the hearing under this section or filed written objections with the clerk of 
the circuit court under subsection (3) prior to the hearing. 

(iii) Prior to the hearing under this section, the person had actual notice of the hearing. 

(g) A judgment entered under this section is a final order with respect to the property affected by the 
judgment and except as provided in subsection (7) shall not be modified, stayed, or held invalid after 
the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under this 
section, or for contested cases 21 days after the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under 
this section. 

(6) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (5)(c) and (e), fee simple title to property set forth in a 
petition for foreclosure filed under section 78h on which forfeited delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, 
and fees are not paid on or before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment 

foreclosing the property under this section, or in a contested case within 21 days of the entry of a 

judgment foreclosing the property under this section, shall vest absolutely in the foreclosing 
governmental unit, and the foreclosing governmental unit shall have absolute title to the property, 
including all interests in oil or gas in that property except the interests of a lessee or an assignee of an 
interest of a lessee under an oil or gas lease in effect as to that property or any part of that property if 
the lease was recorded in the office of the register of deeds in the county in which the property is 

located before the date of filing the petition for foreclosure under section 78h, and interests preserved 
as provided in section 1(3) of 1963 PA 42, MCL 554.291. The foreclosing governmental unit's title is 
not subject to any recorded or unrecorded lien and shall not be stayed or held invalid except as 
provided in subsection (7) or (9). 

(7) The foreclosing governmental unit or a person claiming to have a property interest under section 
78i in property foreclosed under this section may appeal the circuit court's order or the circuit court's 
judgment foreclosing property to the court of appeals. An appeal under this subsection is limited to 
the record of the proceedings in the circuit court under this section and shall not be de novo. The 
circuit court's judgment foreclosing property shall be stayed until the court of appeals has reversed, 

modified, or affirmed that judgment. If an appeal under this subsection stays the circuit court's 
judgment foreclosing property, the circuit court's judgment is stayed only as to the property that is 
the subject of that appeal and the circuit court's judgment foreclosing other property that is not the 
subject of that appeal is not stayed. To appeal the circuit court's judgment foreclosing property, a 
person appealing the judgment shall pay to the county treasurer the amount determined to be due to 
the county treasurer under the judgment on or before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry 
of a judgment foreclosing the property under this section, or in a contested case within 21 days of the 

entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under this section, together with a notice of appeal. If 
the circuit court's judgment foreclosing the property is affirmed on appeal, the amount determined to 
be due shall be refunded to the person who appealed the judgment. If the circuit court's judgment 
foreclosing the property is reversed or modified on appeal, the county treasurer shall refund the 
amount determined to be due to the person who appealed the judgment, if any, and retain the 
balance in accordance with the order of the court of appeals. 

(8) The foreclosing governmental unit shall record a notice of judgment for each parcel of foreclosed 

property in the office of the register of deeds for the county in which the foreclosed property is located 
in a form prescribed by the department of treasury. 

(9) After the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under this section, if the property has not 
been transferred under section 78m to a person other than the foreclosing governmental unit, a 

foreclosing governmental unit may cancel the foreclosure by recording with the register of deeds for 
the county in which the property is located a certificate of error in a form prescribed by the 
department of treasury, if the foreclosing governmental unit discovers any of the following: 

(a) The foreclosed property was not subject to taxation on the date of the assessment of the unpaid 
taxes for which the property was foreclosed. 
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(b) The description of the property used in the assessment of the unpaid taxes for which the property 
was foreclosed was so indefinite or erroneous that the forfeiture of the property was void. 

(c) The taxes for which the property was foreclosed had been paid to the proper officer within the time 
provided under this act for the payment of the taxes or the redemption of the property. 

(d) A certificate, including a certificate issued under section 135, or other written verification 
authorized by law was issued by the proper officer within the time provided under this act for the 
payment of the taxes for which the property was foreclosed or for the redemption of the property. 

(e) An owner of an interest in the property entitled to notice under section 78i was not provided notice 
sufficient to satisfy the minimum requirements of due process required under the state constitution of 
1963 and the constitution of the United States. 

(f) A judgment of foreclosure was entered under this section in violation of an order issued by a United 
States bankruptcy court. 

(10) A certificate of error submitted to the county register of deeds for recording under subsection (9) 
need not be notarized and may be authenticated by a digital signature of the foreclosing governmental 
unit or by other electronic means. 

211.78l Owner of extinguished recorded or unrecorded property interest; claim of failure to 
receive notice; action to recover monetary damages; right to sue not transferable. 

Sec. 78l. 

(1) If a judgment for foreclosure is entered under section 78k and all existing recorded and 
unrecorded interests in a parcel of property are extinguished as provided in section 78k, the owner of 
any extinguished recorded or unrecorded interest in that property who claims that he or she did not 

receive any notice required under this act shall not bring an action for possession of the property 

against any subsequent owner, but may only bring an action to recover monetary damages as 
provided in this section. 

(2) The court of claims has original and exclusive jurisdiction in any action to recover monetary 
damages under this section. 

(3) An action to recover monetary damages under this section shall not be brought more than 2 years 
after a judgment for foreclosure is entered under section 78k. 

(4) Any monetary damages recoverable under this section shall be determined as of the date a 
judgment for foreclosure is entered under section 78k and shall not exceed the fair market value of 
the interest in the property held by the person bringing the action under this section on that date, less 
any taxes, interest, penalties, and fees owed on the property as of that date. 

(5) The right to sue for monetary damages under this section is not transferable except by testate or 
intestate succession. 

211.78m Granting state right of first refusal; election by state not to purchase property; 
purchase of property by city, village, township, or county; property sale at auction; notice of 
time and location; procedure; property not previously sold; disposition of sale proceeds; 
joint sale by 2 or more county treasurers; deed recording; cancellation of taxes and certain 
costs upon transfer or retention of property; foreclosed property defined as facility under 

MCL 324.20101; person convicted for executing false affidavit; definitions. 

Sec. 78m. 
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(1) Not later than the first Tuesday in July, immediately succeeding the entry of judgment under 

section 78k vesting absolute title to tax delinquent property in the foreclosing governmental unit, this 
state is granted the right of first refusal to purchase property at the greater of the minimum bid or its 
fair market value by paying that amount to the foreclosing governmental unit if the foreclosing 

governmental unit is not this state. If this state elects not to purchase the property under its right of 
first refusal, a city, village, or township may purchase for a public purpose any property located within 
that city, village, or township set forth in the judgment and subject to sale under this section by 
payment to the foreclosing governmental unit of the minimum bid. If a city, village, or township does 
not purchase that property, the county in which that property is located may purchase that property 
under this section by payment to the foreclosing governmental unit of the minimum bid. If property is 
purchased by a city, village, township, or county under this subsection, the foreclosing governmental 

unit shall convey the property to the purchasing city, village, township, or county within 30 days. If 
property purchased by a city, village, township, or county under this subsection is subsequently sold 
for an amount in excess of the minimum bid and all costs incurred relating to demolition, renovation, 
improvements, or infrastructure development, the excess amount shall be returned to the delinquent 
tax property sales proceeds account for the year in which the property was purchased by the city, 

village, township, or county or, if this state is the foreclosing governmental unit within a county, to the 

land reutilization fund created under section 78n. Upon the request of the foreclosing governmental 
unit, a city, village, township, or county that purchased property under this subsection shall provide to 
the foreclosing governmental unit without cost information regarding any subsequent sale or transfer 
of the property. This subsection applies to the purchase of property by this state, a city, village, or 
township, or a county prior to a sale held under subsection (2). 

(2) Subject to subsection (1), beginning on the third Tuesday in July immediately succeeding the entry 
of the judgment under section 78k vesting absolute title to tax delinquent property in the foreclosing 
governmental unit and ending on the immediately succeeding first Tuesday in November, the 
foreclosing governmental unit, or its authorized agent, at the option of the foreclosing governmental 

unit, shall hold 1 or more property sales at 1 or more convenient locations at which property 
foreclosed by the judgment entered under section 78k shall be sold by auction sale, which may include 
an auction sale conducted via an internet website. Notice of the time and location of a sale shall be 
published not less than 30 days before a sale in a newspaper published and circulated in the county in 

which the property is located, if there is one. If no newspaper is published in that county, publication 
shall be made in a newspaper published and circulated in an adjoining county. Each sale shall be 
completed before the first Tuesday in November immediately succeeding the entry of judgment under 

section 78k vesting absolute title to the tax delinquent property in the foreclosing governmental unit. 
Except as provided in this subsection and subsection (5), property shall be sold to the person bidding 
the minimum bid, or if a bid is greater than the minimum bid, the highest amount above the minimum 
bid. The foreclosing governmental unit may sell parcels individually or may offer 2 or more parcels for 
sale as a group. The minimum bid for a group of parcels shall equal the sum of the minimum bid for 
each parcel included in the group. The foreclosing governmental unit may adopt procedures governing 

the conduct of the sale and the conveyance of parcels under this section and may cancel the sale prior 
to the issuance of a deed under this subsection if authorized under the procedures. The foreclosing 
governmental unit shall require full payment at the close of each day's bidding or by a date not more 
than 21 days after the sale. Before the foreclosing governmental unit conveys a parcel sold at a sale, 
the purchaser shall provide the foreclosing governmental unit with proof of payment to the local tax 
collecting unit in which the property is located of any property taxes owed on the parcel at the time of 
the sale. A foreclosing governmental unit shall cancel a sale if unpaid property taxes owed on a parcel 

or parcels at the time of a sale are not paid within 21 days of the sale. If a sale is canceled under this 
subsection, the foreclosing governmental unit may offer the property to the next highest bidder and 
convey the property to that bidder under this subsection, subject to the requirements of this 
subsection for the highest bidder. Not more than 14 days after payment to the foreclosing 
governmental unit of all amounts required by the highest bidder or the next highest bidder under this 
subsection, the foreclosing governmental unit shall convey the property by deed to the person bidding 
the minimum bid, or if a bid is greater than the minimum bid, the highest amount above the minimum 

bid, or the next highest bidder if the sale to the highest bidder is canceled and the next highest bidder 
pays the amount required under this section to purchase the property. The deed shall vest fee simple 
title to the property in the person bidding the highest amount above the minimum bid, unless the 
foreclosing governmental unit discovers a defect in the foreclosure of the property under sections 78 
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to 78l or the sale is canceled under this subsection or subsection (5). If this state is the foreclosing 

governmental unit within a county, the department of treasury shall be responsible for conducting the 
sale of property under this subsection and subsections (4) and (5) on behalf of this state. Before 
issuing a deed to a person purchasing property under this subsection or subsection (5), the foreclosing 

governmental unit shall require the person to execute and file with the foreclosing governmental unit 
an affidavit under penalty of perjury. If the person fails to execute and file the affidavit required by 
this subsection by the date payment for the property is required under this section, the foreclosing 
governmental unit shall cancel the sale. An affidavit under this section shall indicate that the person 
meets all of the following conditions: 

(a) The person does not directly or indirectly hold more than a de minimis legal interest in any 
property with delinquent property taxes located in the same county as the property. 

(b) The person is not directly or indirectly responsible for any unpaid civil fines for a violation of an 
ordinance authorized by section 4l of the home rule city act, 1909 PA 279, MCL 117.4l, in the local tax 
collection unit in which the property is located. 

(3) For sales held under subsection (2), after the conclusion of that sale, and prior to any additional 
sale held under subsection (2), a city, village, or township may purchase any property not previously 
sold under subsection (1) or (2) by paying the minimum bid to the foreclosing governmental unit. If a 

city, village, or township does not purchase that property, the county in which that property is located 
may purchase that property under this section by payment to the foreclosing governmental unit of the 
minimum bid. 

(4) If property is purchased by a city, village, township, or county under subsection (3), the 
foreclosing governmental unit shall convey the property to the purchasing city, village, township, or 
county within 30 days. 

(5) All property subject to sale under subsection (2) shall be offered for sale at 1 or more sales 
conducted as required by subsection (2). If the foreclosing governmental unit elects to hold more than 

1 sale under subsection (2), the final sale held under subsection (2) shall be held not less than 28 
days after the immediately preceding sale under subsection (2). At the final sale held under 
subsection (2), the sale is subject to the requirements of subsection (2), except that the minimum bid 

shall not be required. However, the foreclosing governmental unit may establish a reasonable opening 
bid at the sale to recover the cost of the sale of the parcel or parcels, and the foreclosing 
governmental unit shall require a person who held an interest in property sold under this subsection at 
the time a judgment of foreclosure was entered against the property under section 78k to pay the 
minimum bid for the property before issuing a deed to the person under subsection (2). If the person 
fails to pay the minimum bid for the property and other amounts by the date required under this 
section, the foreclosing governmental unit shall cancel the sale of the property. 

(6) On or before December 1 immediately succeeding the entry of judgment under section 78k, a list 
of all property not previously sold by the foreclosing governmental unit under this section shall be 

transferred to the clerk of the city, village, or township in which the property is located. The city, 
village, or township may object in writing to the transfer of 1 or more parcels of property set forth on 

that list. On or before December 30 immediately succeeding the entry of judgment under section 78k, 
all property not previously sold by the foreclosing governmental unit under this section shall be 
transferred to the city, village, or township in which the property is located, except those parcels of 
property to which the city, village, or township has objected. Property located in both a village and a 
township may be transferred under this subsection only to a village. The city, village, or township may 

make the property available under the urban homestead act, 1999 PA 127, MCL 125.2701 to 
125.2709, or for any other lawful purpose. 

(7) If property not previously sold is not transferred to the city, village, or township in which the 
property is located under subsection (6), the foreclosing governmental unit shall retain possession of 
that property. If the foreclosing governmental unit retains possession of the property and the 
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foreclosing governmental unit is this state, title to the property shall vest in the land bank fast track 
authority created under section 15 of the land bank fast track act, 2003 PA 258, MCL 124.765. 

(8) A foreclosing governmental unit shall deposit the proceeds from the sale of property under this 
section into a restricted account designated as the "delinquent tax property sales proceeds for the 
year ______". The foreclosing governmental unit shall direct the investment of the account. The 
foreclosing governmental unit shall credit to the account interest and earnings from account 

investments. Proceeds in that account shall only be used by the foreclosing governmental unit for the 
following purposes in the following order of priority: 

(a) The delinquent tax revolving fund shall be reimbursed for all taxes, interest, and fees on all of the 
property, whether or not all of the property was sold. 

(b) All costs of the sale of property for the year shall be paid. 

(c) Any costs of the foreclosure proceedings for the year, including, but not limited to, costs of 
mailing, publication, personal service, and outside contractors shall be paid. 

(d) Any costs for the sale of property or foreclosure proceedings for any prior year that have not been 
paid or reimbursed from that prior year's delinquent tax property sales proceeds shall be paid. 

(e) Any costs incurred by the foreclosing governmental unit in maintaining property foreclosed under 
section 78k before the sale under this section shall be paid, including costs of any environmental 
remediation. 

(f) If the foreclosing governmental unit is not this state, any of the following: 

(i) Any costs for the sale of property or foreclosure proceedings for any subsequent year that are not 
paid or reimbursed from that subsequent year's delinquent tax property sales proceeds shall be paid 
from any remaining balance in any prior year's delinquent tax property sales proceeds account. 

(ii) Any costs for the defense of title actions. 

(iii) Any costs incurred in administering the foreclosure and disposition of property forfeited for 
delinquent taxes under this act. 

(g) If the foreclosing governmental unit is this state, any remaining balance shall be transferred to the 
land reutilization fund created under section 78n. 

(h) In 2008 and each year after 2008, if the foreclosing governmental unit is not this state, not later 
than June 30 of the second calendar year after foreclosure, the foreclosing governmental unit shall 
submit a written report to its board of commissioners identifying any remaining balance and any 
contingent costs of title or other legal claims described in subdivisions (a) through (f). All or a portion 

of any remaining balance, less any contingent costs of title or other legal claims described in 

subdivisions (a) through (f), may subsequently be transferred into the general fund of the county by 
the board of commissioners. 

(9) Two or more county treasurers of adjacent counties may elect to hold a joint sale of property as 
provided in this section. If 2 or more county treasurers elect to hold a joint sale, property may be sold 
under this section at a location outside of the county in which the property is located. The sale may be 
conducted by any county treasurer participating in the joint sale. A joint sale held under this 
subsection may include or be an auction sale conducted via an internet website. 

(10) The foreclosing governmental unit shall record a deed for any property transferred under this 
section with the county register of deeds. The foreclosing governmental unit may charge a fee in 
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excess of the minimum bid and any sale proceeds for the cost of recording a deed under this 
subsection. 

(11) For property transferred to this state under subsection (1), a city, village, or township under 
subsection (6) or retained by a foreclosing governmental unit under subsection (7), all taxes due on 
the property as of the December 31 following the transfer or retention of the property are canceled 
effective on that December 31. 

(12) For property sold under this section, transferred to this state under subsection (1), a city, village, 
or township under subsection (6), or retained by a foreclosing governmental unit under subsection 

(7), all liens for costs of demolition, safety repairs, debris removal, or sewer or water charges due on 
the property as of the December 31 immediately succeeding the sale, transfer, or retention of the 
property are canceled effective on that December 31. This subsection does not apply to liens recorded 
by the department of environmental quality under this act or the land bank fast track act, 2003 PA 
258, MCL 124.751 to 124.774. 

(13) If property foreclosed under section 78k and held by or under the control of a foreclosing 
governmental unit is a facility as defined under section 20101 of the natural resources and 
environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.20101, prior to the sale or transfer of the 
property under this section, the property is subject to all of the following: 

(a) Upon reasonable written notice from the department of environmental quality, the foreclosing 
governmental unit shall provide access to the department of environmental quality, its employees, 

contractors, and any other person expressly authorized by the department of environmental quality to 
conduct response activities at the foreclosed property. Reasonable written notice under this 
subdivision may include, but is not limited to, notice by electronic mail or facsimile, if the foreclosing 
governmental unit consents to notice by electronic mail or facsimile prior to the provision of notice by 
the department of environmental quality. 

(b) If requested by the department of environmental quality to protect public health, safety, and 

welfare or the environment, the foreclosing governmental unit shall grant an easement for access to 
conduct response activities on the foreclosed property as authorized under chapter 7 of the natural 
resources and environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.20101 to 324.20302. 

(c) If requested by the department of environmental quality to protect public health, safety, and 
welfare or the environment, the foreclosing governmental unit shall place and record deed restrictions 
on the foreclosed property as authorized under chapter 7 of the natural resources and environmental 
protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.20101 to 324.20302. 

(d) The department of environmental quality may place an environmental lien on the foreclosed 

property as authorized under section 20138 of the natural resources and environmental protection act, 
1994 PA 451, MCL 324.20138. 

(14) If property foreclosed under section 78k and held by or under the control of a foreclosing 
governmental unit is a facility as defined under section 20101 of the natural resources and 

environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.20101, prior to the sale or transfer of the 
property under this section, the department of environmental quality shall request and the foreclosing 
governmental unit shall transfer the property to the state land bank fast track authority created under 
section 15 of the land bank fast track act, 2003 PA 258, MCL 124.765, if all of the following apply: 

(a) The department of environmental quality determines that conditions at a foreclosed property are 
an acute threat to the public health, safety, and welfare, to the environment, or to other property. 

(b) The department of environmental quality proposes to undertake or is undertaking state-funded 
response activities at the property. 
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(c) The department of environmental quality determines that the sale, retention, or transfer of the 

property other than under this subsection would interfere with response activities by the department 
of environmental quality. 

(15) A person convicted for executing a false affidavit under subsection (5) shall be prohibited from 
bidding for a property or purchasing a property at any sale under this section. 

(16) As used in this section: 

(a) "Minimum bid" is the minimum amount established by the foreclosing governmental unit for which 
property may be sold under this section. The minimum bid shall include all of the following: 

(i) All delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees due on the property. If a city, village, or township 
purchases the property, the minimum bid shall not include any taxes levied by that city, village, or 
township and any interest, penalties, or fees due on those taxes. 

(ii) The expenses of administering the sale, including all preparations for the sale. The foreclosing 
governmental unit shall estimate the cost of preparing for and administering the annual sale for 
purposes of prorating the cost for each property included in the sale. 

(b) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation, association, or other legal entity. 

211.78n Land reutilization fund. 

Sec. 78n. 

(1) The land reutilization fund is created within the department of treasury. 

(2) The state treasurer may receive money or other assets from any source for deposit into the fund, 

including a transfer of funds from the delinquent property tax administration fund as provided in 
subsection (5). The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the fund. The state treasurer shall 
credit to the fund interest and earnings from fund investments. 

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not lapse to the 
general fund. 

(4) The department of treasury may expend money from the fund for 1 or more of the following 
purposes: 

(a) Contracts with title insurance companies pursuant to section 78i. 

(b) Costs of determining addresses, service of notices, and recording fees incurred pursuant to section 
78i. 

(c) Defense of title actions as determined by the state treasurer. 

(d) Other costs incurred in administering the foreclosure and disposition of property forfeited for 
delinquent taxes under this act. 

(5) The state treasurer may transfer to the fund any balance remaining in the delinquent property tax 
administration fund of this state created in section 59. 

(6) As used in this section, "fund" means the land reutilization fund created in this section. 
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211.78o Forms. 

Sec. 78o. 

(1) Not later than October 1, 2000, the state treasurer shall prescribe the form of all of the following 
to be used in the administration of the collection of taxes under sections 78 to 78n: 

(a) The notice and the proof of service required under section 78i. 

(b) The judgment of foreclosure required under section 78k. 

(2) In prescribing the forms required under subsection (1), the state treasurer shall actively solicit 
recommendations from the county treasurers and other interested parties. 

211.87 Adjustment of accounts; statement of account; interest on delinquent payments; 
charge back lists. 

Sec. 87. 

(1) The accounts between this state and each county and local tax collecting unit in this state shall be 
adjusted on the basis of crediting and paying to each county and local tax collecting unit the taxes 
collected by and for each county and local tax collecting unit with interest on those taxes. 

(2) The state treasurer shall, on January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1 in each year, make a 
statement of account between this state and each county and deliver the statement of account to the 
county treasurer of each county together with a warrant payable to the county treasurer for all money 

in the state treasury collected for the county, a local tax collecting unit, school district, or highway in 
that county, or any other purposes for that county, local tax collecting unit, school district, or 
highway. The state treasurer shall send notice of the warrant to the county clerk. 

(3) At the time designated in subsection (2), the county treasurer shall pay to this state all money 
collected and due from that county to this state, as shown by the statement of account prepared by 
the state treasurer. On January 15, and on the fifteenth day of each month thereafter, the county 
treasurer shall pay to this state all money coming into his or her hands from the collection of the state 
tax, and shall transmit a sworn statement of the amount of taxes received from the collector in each 
assessing district in that county. The collector in each assessing district in the county shall pay to the 

county treasurer of its respective county all money collected not later than January 10, and not later 
than the tenth day of each month thereafter until the regular quarterly settlement for the quarter 
ending March 31 is made each year. The county treasurer or collector of each assessing district in the 
county shall also pay to the state treasurer for the use of this state 1/2 of 1% for each month or 
fraction of a month as interest on all money in his or her possession belonging to this state and not 
remitted on the fifteenth of the month. The state treasurer shall include all sums due as interest in his 
or her quarterly statement to the county treasurer. The sum due as interest shall be paid by the 

county the same as the taxes are paid and collected by the county from the treasurer or the sureties 
on his or her bond. 

(4) The county treasurer of each county shall, on or before the fifteenth day of each month, make out 
a detailed statement of account for the preceding calendar month between the county and the local 
tax collecting units in that county. The statement shall show the different funds to which the several 
debits and credits belong. The county treasurer shall deliver the statement to the treasurer of the local 
tax collecting unit and pay the amount shown by the statement to the local tax collecting unit. The 
county treasurer shall notify the clerk of the local tax collecting unit of the total amount paid and 
provide a description of the property upon which the taxes were paid. The county clerk shall charge 

that amount to the county treasurer, and the clerks of the local tax collecting units shall charge that 
amount to the treasurers of the local tax collecting units on the books of their respective offices. 
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(5) Treasurers for the local tax collecting units are not required to make a settlement with the county 

treasurer for the items of state and county taxes included in the annual charge back list until the 
annual settlement with the county treasurer. 

(6) The county board of commissioners by majority vote may authorize the county treasurer to pay 
directly to the school districts all money shown on the statement to be due to the school districts 
within the county. In that case the county superintendent is not required to compute and report 
delinquent school taxes handled by the county. 

211.87b Delinquent tax revolving fund; creation; designation; payments; recovery of 

delinquent taxes and interest; reduction of interest rate; lien; validation and confirmation of 
resolution or agreement; segregation into separate funds; county treasurer as agent; 
powers and duties of county treasurer; interest charges, penalties, and county property tax 
administration fee rates; transfer of surplus; borrowing money; alternative method for 
paying delinquent taxes. 

Sec. 87b. 

(1) The county board of commissioners of any county may create a delinquent tax revolving fund that, 
at the option of the county treasurer, may be designated as the "100% tax payment fund". Upon the 
establishment of the fund, all delinquent taxes, except taxes on personal property, due and payable to 
the taxing units in the county, except those units that collect their own delinquent taxes after March 1 
by charter or otherwise, are due and payable to the county. The primary obligation to pay to the 

county the amount of taxes and the interest on the taxes shall rest with the local taxing units and the 
state for the state education tax under the state education tax act, 1993 PA 331, MCL 211.901 to 
211.906. If the delinquent taxes that are due and payable to the county are not received by the 
county for any reason, the county has full right of recourse against the taxing unit or to the state for 
the state education tax under the state education tax act, 1993 PA 331, MCL 211.901 to 211.906, to 
recover the amount of the delinquent taxes and interest at the rate of 1% per month or fraction of a 
month or a lower rate as established by resolution of the board of commissioners until repaid to the 

county by the taxing unit. However, if the county borrows to provide funds for those payments, the 
interest rate shall not exceed the highest interest rate paid on that borrowing. If the board of 
commissioners reduces the interest rate on the recovery of uncollected delinquent taxes as provided in 
this subsection, that decrease shall not apply to any year's delinquent taxes when borrowing against 
that year's delinquent taxes occurred before the board of commissioners adopted a resolution to 
reduce the interest rate on the recovery of uncollected delinquent taxes. Any amount that is due from 
a local taxing unit or the state for a prior year's uncollected delinquent tax is a lien against any future 

delinquent tax payments that may be payable to a local taxing unit or the state and the lien shall be 
satisfied by offsetting the amount due to the county from the local taxing unit or the state when 
distributions from the delinquent tax revolving fund are made by the county to the local taxing unit or 
the state in a subsequent year. A resolution or agreement previously executed or adopted to this 
effect is validated and confirmed. For delinquent state education taxes under the state education tax 
act, 1993 PA 331, MCL 211.901 to 211.906, the county may offset uncollectible delinquent taxes 

against collections of the state education tax under the state education tax act, 1993 PA 331, MCL 
211.901 to 211.906, received by the county and owed to this state under this act. The fund shall be 
segregated into separate funds or accounts for each year's delinquent taxes. 

(2) If a delinquent tax revolving fund is established, the county treasurer shall be the agent for the 
county and, without further action by the county board of commissioners, may enter into contracts 
with other municipalities, this state, or private persons, firms, or corporations in connection with any 
transaction relating to the fund or any borrowing made by the county pursuant to section 87c or 87d, 
including all services necessary to complete this borrowing. 

(3) The county treasurer shall pay from the fund any or all delinquent taxes that are due and payable 
to the county and any school district, intermediate school district, community college district, city, 
township, special assessment district, this state, or any other political unit for which delinquent tax 
payments are due within 20 days after sufficient funds are deposited within the delinquent tax 
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revolving fund or, if the county treasurer is treasurer for a county with a population greater than 

1,500,000 persons, within 30 days after sufficient funds are deposited within the delinquent tax 
revolving fund. In a county with a delinquent tax revolving fund where the county does not borrow 
pursuant to section 87c or 87d, if the county treasurer does not make payment of the delinquent 

taxes to the local units within 10 days after the completion of county settlement with all local units 
under section 55, the county shall pay interest on the unpaid delinquent taxes from the date of actual 
county settlement at the rate of 12% per annum for the number of days involved. 

(4) Except as provided in subsection (5), the county treasurer shall pay from the fund directly to a 
school district its share of the fund when a single school district exists within a political unit. 

(5) If a local taxing unit has borrowed money in anticipation of collecting taxes for any school district 
or other municipality and the county treasurer has been so notified in writing, the county treasurer 
shall pay to the local taxing unit the shares of the fund for that school district or municipality. For 
purposes of this subsection, "local taxing unit" means a city, village, or township. 

(6) The interest charges, penalties, and county property tax administration fee rates established under 
this act shall remain in effect and shall be payable to the county delinquent tax revolving fund. 

(7) Any surplus in the fund may be transferred to the county general fund by appropriate action of the 
county board of commissioners. 

(8) A county board of commissioners may borrow money to create a delinquent tax revolving fund as 
provided in section 87c or 87d, or both. 

(9) This section shall not supersede section 87 but is an alternative method for paying delinquent 
taxes to local units. However, where this section is used by a county, section 87 shall not be used. 

211.87c Delinquent tax revolving fund; resolution authorizing borrowing and issuance of 
notes; amounts; limitation; pledge of delinquent taxes; segregated fund or account; 

disposition of note proceeds; requirements as to notes and resolution authorizing issuance; 
sale and award of notes; full faith and credit; designation as general obligation tax notes; 
provisions; payment and registration of notes; county under home rule charter; notes 

secured under trust or escrow agreement; exemption from revised municipal finance act. 

Sec. 87c. 

(1) A county that has created a fund pursuant to section 87b by resolution of its board of 
commissioners and without a vote of its electors may borrow money and issue its revolving fund notes 
to establish or continue, in whole or in part, the delinquent tax revolving fund and to pay the expenses 
of the borrowing. 

(2) If a fund is created and a county determines to borrow pursuant to this section, the county 
treasurer shall be the agent for the county in connection with all transactions relative to the fund. 

(3) If provided by separate resolution of the county board of commissioners for any year in which a 

county determines to borrow for the purposes provided in this section and subject to subsection (4), 
there shall be payable to the county treasurer's office from the surplus in the fund an amount equal to 
the following for delinquent tax administration expenses: 

(a) For any delinquent tax on which the interest rate before sale exceeds 1% per month, 1/27 of the 
interest collected per month. 

(b) For any delinquent tax on which the interest rate before sale is 1% per month or less, 3/64 of the 
interest collected each month. 
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(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this act or other law to the contrary, a county shall not pay 

any sums due to a county treasurer for services as agent for that county that have not been paid prior 
to the effective date of the amendatory act that added this subdivision. 

(4) The total sum payable under subsection (3) shall not exceed 5% of the total budget of the 
treasurer's office for that year. 

(5) In the resolution authorizing the borrowing and issuance of notes, the delinquent taxes from which 
the borrowing is to be repaid shall be pledged to the payment of the principal and interest of the 
notes, and the proceeds of the collection of the delinquent taxes pledged and the interest on the 

proceeds shall be placed in a segregated fund or account and shall not be used for any other purpose 
until the notes are paid in full, including interest. The segregated fund or account shall be established 
as a part of the delinquent tax revolving fund and shall be accounted for separately on the books of 
the county treasurer. 

(6) The proceeds of the notes shall be placed in and used as the whole or part of the fund established 
pursuant to section 87b, after the expenses of borrowing have been deducted. 

(7) The notes issued pursuant to this section shall comply with all of the following: 

(a) Be in an aggregate principal amount not exceeding the aggregate amount of the delinquent taxes 
pledged, exclusive of interest. 

(b) Bear interest not exceeding 14.5% per annum. 

(c) Be in those denominations, and mature on the date not exceeding 6 years after their date of issue, 
as the board of commissioners by its resolution determines. 

(d) May be issued at an original issue discount not to exceed 2% of the face value of the note issued. 

(8) The resolution authorizing issuance of the notes may provide that all or part of the notes shall be 
subject to prepayment and, if subject to prepayment, shall provide the amount of call premium 
payable, if any, the number of days' notice of prepayment that shall be given, and whether the notice 
shall be written or published, or both. Otherwise, the notes shall not be subject to prepayment. 

(9) The sale and award of notes shall be conducted and made by the treasurer of the county issuing 

them at a public or private sale. If a public sale is held, the notes shall be advertised for sale once not 
less than 5 days before sale in a publication printed in the English language and circulated in this state 
that carries as a part of its regular service notices of the sales of municipal bonds and that has been 
designated in the resolution as a publication complying with these qualifications. The notice of sale 
shall be in the form designated by the county treasurer. The notes may be sold subject to the option 
of the county treasurer and the county treasurer may withhold a part of the issue from delivery if, in 
his or her opinion, sufficient funds are available before delivery of the notes to make full delivery 
unnecessary to the purposes of the borrowing. 

(10) The notes are full faith and credit obligations of the county issuing them and, subject to section 

87d, if the proceeds of the taxes pledged are not sufficient to pay the principal and interest of the 
notes when due, the county shall impose a general ad valorem tax without limitation as to rate or 
amount on all taxable property in the county to pay the principal and interest and may reimburse itself 
from delinquent taxes collected. 

(11) If the resolution provides and subject to section 87d, the notes may be designated general 
obligation tax notes. 

(12) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section and section 87d, all the following apply: 
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(a) Interest on the notes may be payable at any time provided in the resolution, and may be set, 
reset, or calculated as provided in the resolution. 

(b) Notes issued under this section may have 1 or more of the following attributes: 

(i) Made the subject of a put or agreement to repurchase by the county treasurer. 

(ii) Secured by a letter of credit issued by a bank under an agreement entered into by the county 
treasurer or by any other collateral that the resolution may authorize. 

(iii) Callable as set forth in the resolution. 

(iv) Reissued by the county treasurer once reacquired by the county treasurer under any put or 
repurchase agreement. 

(c) The county treasurer may by order do 1 or more of the following: 

(i) Authorize the issuance of renewal notes. 

(ii) Refund or refund in advance notes by the issuance of new notes, whether the notes to be refunded 
have or have not matured. 

(iii) Issue notes partly to refund notes and partly for any other purposes authorized by this act. 

(iv) Buy and sell any notes issued under this section. 

(d) Renewal, refunding, or advance refunding notes shall comply with all of the following: 

(i) Shall be sold and the proceeds applied to the purchase redemption or payment of the notes to be 
renewed or refunded. 

(ii) Shall not be subject to the revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821. 

(iii) May be sold or resold at a public or private sale. 

(iv) May pledge the delinquent taxes pledged in the issue to be refunded in advance after the original 
issue is defeased by the advance refunding issue. 

(e) Notes may be issued secured by a second lien on delinquent taxes, interest, and county property 
tax administration fees already the subject of a first lien because of the issuance of a prior note issue. 

(f) Any notes issued may be secured in whole or in part under a trust or escrow agreement, which 

agreement may also govern the issuance of renewal notes, refunding notes, and advance refunding 
notes. The agreement may authorize the trustee or escrow agent to make investments of any type 
authorized in the agreement. 

(13) The notes issued under this section and interest on the notes shall be payable in lawful money of 
the United States of America and shall be exempt from all taxation by this state or a taxing authority 
in this state. 

(14) The notes issued under this section may be made payable at a bank or trust company, or may be 
made registrable as to principal or as to principal and interest under the terms and conditions 
specified in the authorizing resolution or by the county treasurer when awarding the notes. 
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(15) Notwithstanding 1966 PA 293, MCL 45.501 to 45.521, a county operating under a home rule 

charter shall not be restricted by the provisions of the home rule charter in connection with the powers 
granted to the county to issue notes by sections 87b and 87d and this section. The treasurer of a 
county described in this subsection, notwithstanding any charter provisions to the contrary, shall have 
all of the powers granted to county treasurers by sections 87b and 87d and this section. 

(16) If the treasurer authorizes on the order authorizing the notes, any notes issued may be secured 

in whole or in part under a trust or escrow agreement. That agreement may authorize the trustee or 
escrow agent to make investments of any type authorized in the agreement. 

(17) Notes issued under this act are exempt from the revised municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 
141.2101 to 141.2821. 

211.87d Submitting to voters question of issuing revolving fund notes at general or special 

election; establishment of revolving fund; limitation; form of question; issuance of notes; 

issuance of general obligation tax notes secured by delinquent taxes; submitting question 
annually; issuance of nonvoted notes; issuance of coupon notes. 

Sec. 87d. 

(1) Notwithstanding section 87c(10), a county which determines to borrow pursuant to section 87c 
may submit to its voters the question of issuing revolving fund notes at any general or special 
election, which question shall provide for the establishment of the revolving fund for not to exceed 10 
years and shall be in substantially the following form: 

“Shall the county of __________ establish or continue for __________ years a delinquent tax 
revolving fund and, in connection with that fund, borrow an amount not to exceed the delinquent 
taxes pledged for repayment of the borrowing or borrowings, as may be made each year, and issue its 
general obligation unlimited tax notes, pledging the county's full faith and credit for the purpose of 
providing money for the delinquent tax revolving fund?” 

(2) If a majority of the electors voting on the question vote in favor of the question, the county may 
proceed to issue the notes as provided for in this act, which notes may be designated general 
obligation unlimited tax notes. 

(3) If a majority of the electors voting on the question vote against the question, or if the question is 
not submitted, the county may also issue the notes but only in accordance with subsection (6). 

(4) In addition, this section shall validate a question submitted to the electors before the effective 
date of this section in which the electors were asked to approve the issuance of general obligation tax 

notes secured by delinquent taxes, regardless of how the question may have been phrased. The 
defeat of the question shall require that the notes be issued as nonvoted until a future question is 
approved by the electors. 

(5) A county may submit to its electors the question authorized by this section once each calendar 
year. 

(6) If nonvoted notes are issued pursuant to section 87c: 

(a) The resolution authorizing the borrowing and issuance of the notes shall establish the pledged 
delinquent taxes, the interest thereon, and any amounts received in the future from taxing units in the 
county because of the uncollectibility of any delinquent taxes as funds pledged to note repayment, 
which amounts shall be placed in a segregated fund and used for no other purpose except to repay the 
notes and the interest thereon. The resolution shall provide that the expenses of borrowing shall be 
repaid from the county property tax administration fees on the pledged delinquent taxes and the 
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balance of the county property tax administration fees may be added to the funds pledged to note 
repayment, if the resolution provides. 

(b) The notes shall be designated general obligation limited tax notes. 

(c) The resolution may establish a special fund to secure the notes referred to as a note reserve fund 
and shall pay into the note reserve fund any proceeds of sale of the notes to the extent provided in 
the resolution authorizing issuance of the notes. All money in the note reserve fund, except as 
hereafter provided, shall be added to the funds pledged to note repayment and shall be used solely for 
payment of principal and interest on the notes for which the fund was established, or the purchase of 

notes for which the fund was established. Money in the note reserve fund shall first be withdrawn for 
payment of principal and interest on notes before other county general funds are used to make the 
payments. All income or interest earned by, or increment to, the note reserve fund due to its 
investment or reinvestment shall be deposited in the delinquent tax revolving fund, when the notes for 
which the fund was established are retired. The resolution shall provide that when the note reserve 
fund is sufficient to retire the notes and accrued interest thereon, it may be so used. 

(d) A resolution which establishes a note reserve fund may provide for an additional borrowing of an 
amount not to exceed the amount of the reserve, and the county shall have the power to borrow that 
additional amount. 

(e) The notes shall be the full faith and credit obligations of the county issuing them. If the proceeds 
of the taxes and interest and, when pledged, county property tax administration fees, or note reserve 

fund are not sufficient to pay the principal and interest, when due, the county shall pay the same from 
its general funds or any additional tax which may be levied within its constitutional and statutory debt 
limits, and the county may thereafter reimburse itself from delinquent taxes collected. The county's 
obligation to pay from its general funds shall be its first budget obligation and shall be provided for in 
the borrowing resolution in the following language: 

“This note issue, in addition, shall be a general obligation of the county of __________, secured by its 

full faith and credit, which shall include this county's limited tax obligation, within applicable 
constitutional and statutory limits, and its general funds. The county budget shall provide that if the 
pledged delinquent taxes and any other pledged amounts are not collected in sufficient amounts to 

meet the payments of principal and interest due on these notes, the county, before paying any other 
budgeted amounts, will promptly advance from its general funds sufficient money to pay that principal 
and interest.” 

(7) If coupon notes are issued, pursuant to section 87c or this section: 

(a) Interest shall be payable semiannually or annually. 

(b) The coupons shall specify the source from which the notes shall be payable, which may be by 
reference to the note itself. 

(c) The coupons shall contain the facsimile signature of the county treasurer. 

211.87g Contract for registration of notes with bank or trust company; provisions; delivery 
of notes to depository trustee; authentication; issuance of registered notes without actual 
or facsimile seal or signature of treasurer. 

Sec. 87g. 

If the borrowing resolution so provides, any county treasurer may enter into a contract for the 
registration of notes with a bank or trust company having trust powers which may include provisions 
governing the issuance, reissuance, transfer, or exchange of notes on behalf of the county by the 
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bank or trust company. Where a treasurer pursuant to such a contract delivers an original note or 

notes for such issue to a bank or trust company acting as a depository trustee with the understanding 
that the depository trustee will make appropriate book entries showing the holders of such notes, the 
bank or trustee by authentication shall, notwithstanding section 87c, be empowered to issue fully 

registered notes to the owners thereof on behalf of the treasurer without placing the actual or 
facsimile seal or signature of the treasurer thereon. A bank or trust company acting as registrar or 
depository trustee may authenticate notes by facsimile signature of an authorized officer or employee 
of the bank or trust company. 

211.89 Provisions applicable for time period prescribed in subsection (2); applicability of 
subsection (1). 

Sec. 89. 

(1) Notwithstanding sections 59, 60, 74, 87c, and 87d, the following provisions shall apply for the 
time period prescribed in subsection (2): 

(a) To the extent not waived pursuant to section 59(3), there shall be added to all delinquent taxes 
unpaid after March 1, interest at the rate of 1.25% per month or fraction of a month from the date the 
taxes originally become delinquent pursuant to this act, together with a county property tax 
administration fee equal to 4% of the delinquent taxes or $2.00 per payment of delinquent taxes, 
whichever is greater, which amounts shall be paid to the county treasurer. 

(b) In addition to the expenses specified in section 59, delinquent tax sales shall include a county 
property tax administration fee equal to 4% of the delinquent taxes, and interest computed at a rate 
of 1.5% per month from the date the taxes originally become delinquent under this act. 

(c) The rate of interest to be paid to the treasurer under section 74 shall be computed at the rate of 
1.5% per month or fraction of a month. 

(d) The rate of interest to be paid to the department of treasury pursuant to section 84 shall be 
computed at the rate of 1.5% per month or fraction of a month. 

(2) Subsection (1) shall apply as follows: 

(a) In counties with a population of more than 1,500,000, it shall apply immediately except that it 
shall not apply to any delinquent taxes that became delinquent before March 1, 1981, or which 
become delinquent after February 28, 1983. 

(b) In all other counties of this state it shall apply only to the 1981 delinquent taxes that become 
delinquent on or before March 1, 1982. 

211.89a City with population of 600,000 or more; return of uncollected delinquent taxes to 
county treasurer; personal liability; right of city to bring in personam action; remittance by 

county treasurer. 

Sec. 89a. 

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of a charter of a county adopted pursuant to 1966 PA 293, MCL 
45.501 to 45.521, or the provisions of the charter of a home rule city, to the contrary, the city 
treasurer of a city with a population of 600,000 or more shall return all uncollected delinquent taxes 
levied on real property after December 31, 2002 on the March 1 immediately following the year in 

which the taxes are levied. For the purposes of this section, delinquent taxes include all interest and 
penalties that accrue after August 15 of the year in which all taxes billed by the city are levied if that 
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interest and penalty remain unpaid on the date the delinquent taxes are returned to the county 
treasurer. 

(2) The city treasurer of a city with a population of 600,000 or more may return all uncollected 
delinquent taxes levied in 2001, 2002, or 2001 and 2002 to the county treasurer for collection under 
this section on March 1, 2004. A city treasurer shall provide the county treasurer written notice of his 
or her intent to return uncollected delinquent taxes levied in 2001 or 2002 under this subsection not 

later than February 1, 2004. If uncollected delinquent taxes levied in 2001 or 2002 are returned to the 
county treasurer for collection under this subsection, the county treasurer shall collect those taxes 
with taxes returned as delinquent in 2004. 

(3) After the delinquent taxes levied on real property are returned to the county treasurer for 
collection under this section, the provisions of this act apply for collection of those taxes and, except 
for taxes levied on or before December 31, 2002, for the issuance of notes in anticipation of the 
collection of those taxes. 

(4) A judgment entered under section 78k that extinguishes any lien for unpaid taxes or special 
assessments does not extinguish the right of the city to bring an in personam action under this act or 
its charter to enforce personal liability for those unpaid taxes or special assessments. The city may 
bring an in personam action to enforce personal liability for unpaid delinquent taxes levied prior to 

January 1, 2003 or special assessments not returned as delinquent under this section within 15 years 
after the taxes or special assessments are levied. 

(5) If a city treasurer returns uncollected delinquent taxes levied on real property on or before 
December 31, 2002 to the county treasurer for collection under this section, the county treasurer shall 
remit to the city treasurer after each month the taxes and interest collected during that month. 

211.92 List of part-paid and homestead lands; contents, time. 

Sec. 92. 

The commissioner of the state land office shall, during the month of January in each year, furnish to 
the several county treasurers a list of all part paid state lands, and also of all licensed homestead 

lands that have been licensed for a term of 5 years and over, and upon which patents have not been 
issued, together with the date of each license and the name of the licensee, in their counties 
respectively, and such treasurer shall, on or before the tenth day of February next thereafter, cause to 
be delivered to the supervisor of each township affected thereby an accurate description of all such 
lands in his township, with the names of the persons holding the same. 

211.100 Prosecuting attorney; duties. 

Sec. 100. 

It shall be the duty of the prosecuting attorney of each county to give his counsel and advice to the 

county treasurer, the township treasurers, and the supervisors of the county whenever they or any of 
them may deem it necessary for the proper discharge of the duties imposed upon them in this act free 
of charge. 

211.107 Applicability of interest, penalty, and fee requirements to cities and villages; 
prerequisite for protest to board of review; reference to supervisor, township treasurer, and 
board of review; composition of board in certain cities; sessions; election and duties of 
chairperson and clerk; purchase of county tax lien; enforcement and collection; interest and 
penalties; validity of pledge; foreclosure; county tax lien. 

Sec. 107. 
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(1) The requirements of this act relating to the amount and imposition of interest, penalties, collection 

or administration fees, the procedures for collection of taxes, and the enforcement of tax liens are 
applicable to all cities and villages if not inconsistent with their respective charters or an ordinance 
enacted pursuant to their respective charters. In addition to the methods authorized under section 

108, a city or village, which by its charter does not return its delinquent taxes to the county for 
collection, may enforce the tax liens for delinquent taxes, assessments, and charges by foreclosure 
proceedings or any other method authorized under statute, charter, or ordinance enacted pursuant to 
law or charter. Notwithstanding any provision of this act to the contrary, a charter of a city or 
township may authorize the establishment of procedures requiring protests to the board of review to 
be first addressed to the assessor or other agency of the city or township as a prerequisite for a 
protest before the board of review if the assessor or other agency to whom a protest is first addressed 
does not have the authority to deny the petitioner the right to protest before the board of review. 

(2) For purposes of this act, reference to supervisor, township treasurer, and board of review includes 

assessing and collecting officers and boards whose duty it is to review an assessment roll. The word 
township may include city, ward, village, or, if in relation to property tax collection functions, any 
other local property tax collecting unit. 

(3) In an incorporated city, the charter of which does not provide for a board of review, the board of 
review shall consist of the supervisors or other officers making the assessment, the city attorney, and 
additional members to be appointed by the common council, who shall not be aldermen, equaling the 
number of supervisors or assessing officers. The session of the board of review shall be held at the 
council room on the same days as designated in this act for the meeting of the township board of 
review, unless otherwise provided by the charter of the city, and the proceedings shall be conducted in 

the same manner as provided in this act. The board of review shall elect a chairperson and clerk, who 
shall certify to the correctness of the several assessment rolls when completed, substantially as the 
form prescribed in sections 29 and 30. The appointed members of the board of review shall take the 
constitutional oath of office, which shall be filed in the office of the city recorder or clerk. 

(4) For taxes levied before January 1, 1997, at any time before the redemption period provided under 
section 131e has expired, a person who holds a tax lien from a city pursuant to the Michigan tax lien 

sale and collateralized securities act, 1998 PA 379, MCL 211.921 to 211.941, may also purchase a 
county tax lien. A county tax lien purchased under this section shall be transferred by the county or by 
this state to the purchaser upon receipt of an amount equal to the delinquent taxes, charges, 

assessments, penalties, interest, and fees represented by the county tax lien. This subsection only 
applies to county tax liens on property for which the purchaser holds a tax lien from a city. 

(5) For taxes levied before January 1, 1997, a person who purchased a county tax lien under this 
section may enforce that county tax lien and collect the amounts secured by that county tax lien, 
together with any interest and penalties that accrued before or after the purchase, in any manner that 
the city is authorized to use to enforce and collect a tax lien for taxes collected by the city. A county 
tax lien sold under this section is a preferred or first claim upon the property subject to the lien in the 
same manner as if the city held the tax lien. A county tax lien purchaser shall not take any action to 

enforce or collect a county tax lien that the city is not authorized to take to enforce and collect a tax 
lien for taxes collected by the city. 

(6) For taxes levied before January 1, 1997, if a county tax lien is purchased pursuant to this section, 

the portion of the county tax lien that represents delinquent taxes, charges, and assessments is 
subject to interest and penalties at the same rate as interest and penalties on delinquent taxes, 
charges, and assessments subject to collection by the city. However, the maximum amount of 
penalties charged before and after the purchase of the tax lien shall not exceed the maximum amount 
of penalties that may be imposed by the city for delinquent taxes, charges, and assessments subject 
to collection by the city. A person who purchases a county tax lien pursuant to this section may retain 

any delinquent taxes, interest, and penalties collected for delinquent taxes, charges, and assessments 
subject to the county tax lien purchased. 
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(7) For taxes levied before January 1, 1997, a pledge of tax liens or earnings, revenues, other money, 

or assets from enforcement of county tax liens purchased pursuant to this section is valid and binding 
from the time the pledge is made without any filing, recording, or other requirement of notice. The tax 
liens, earnings, revenues, other money, or assets pledged by a person who purchased a tax lien are 

immediately subject to the lien of the pledge without physical delivery or further act. The lien of the 
pledge of tax liens, earnings, revenues, other money, or assets is valid and binding against all parties 
having claims of any kind in tort, contract, or otherwise against the purchaser whether or not those 
parties have notice of the lien of the pledge. Any instrument by which a pledge is created is not 
required to be recorded. 

(8) For taxes levied before January 1, 1997, a city that does not return its delinquent taxes to the 
county for collection pursuant to its charter shall commence a civil action to foreclose its lien for any 
delinquent taxes, assessments, and charges subject to collection by the city on real property for which 
a prior lien has been obtained from the city pursuant to the Michigan tax lien sale and collateralized 

securities act. Foreclosure proceedings required under this subsection shall commence within 3 years 
after the date the taxes, assessments, and charges subject to collection by the city become 

delinquent. Foreclosure proceedings on a lien shall not be required under this subsection if either of 
the following circumstances exists: 

(a) The subsequent tax lien on the same property is conveyed pursuant to the Michigan tax lien sale 
and collateralized securities act. 

(b) The prior tax lien conveyed pursuant to the Michigan tax lien sale and collateralized securities act 
has been satisfied or extinguished. 

(9) For taxes levied after December 31, 1996, at any time before the redemption period provided 
under section 78g has expired, a person who holds a tax lien from a city pursuant to the Michigan tax 
lien sale and collateralized securities act, 1998 PA 379, MCL 211.921 to 211.941, may also purchase a 
county tax lien. A county tax lien purchased under this section shall be transferred by the county or by 
this state to the purchaser upon receipt of an amount equal to the delinquent taxes, charges, 

assessments, penalties, interest, and fees represented by the county tax lien. This subsection only 
applies to county tax liens on property for which the purchaser holds a tax lien from a city. 

(10) For taxes levied after December 31, 1996, a person who purchased a county tax lien under 
subsection (9) may enforce that county tax lien and collect the amounts secured by that county tax 
lien, together with any interest and penalties that accrued before or after the purchase, in the manner 
provided under sections 78 to 78k only, notwithstanding any city charter provisions to the contrary. A 
county tax lien sold under subsection (9) is a preferred or first claim upon the property subject to the 
lien in the same manner as if the city held the tax lien. A county tax lien purchaser shall not take any 
action to enforce or collect a county tax lien that is not authorized under sections 78 to 78n. 

(11) For taxes levied after December 31, 1996, if a county tax lien is purchased pursuant to 
subsection (9), the portion of the county tax lien that represents delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, 

and fees is subject to interest, penalties, and fees as provided under sections 78 to 78k. A person who 
purchases a county tax lien pursuant to subsection (9) may retain any delinquent taxes, interest, 

penalties, and fees collected for delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees subject to the county 
tax lien purchased. The fees levied under sections 78 to 78k shall not be levied more than 1 time on 
each parcel in each tax year. 

(12) For taxes levied after December 31, 1996, a pledge of tax liens or earnings, revenues, other 
money, or assets from enforcement of county tax liens purchased pursuant to subsection (9) is valid 
and binding from the time the pledge is made without any filing, recording, or other requirement of 
notice. The tax liens, earnings, revenues, other money, or assets pledged by a person who purchased 

a tax lien are immediately subject to the lien of the pledge without physical delivery or further act. 
The lien of the pledge of tax liens, earnings, revenues, other money, or assets is valid and binding 
against all parties having claims of any kind in tort, contract, or otherwise against the purchaser 
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whether or not those parties have notice of the lien of the pledge. Any instrument by which a pledge is 
created is not required to be recorded. 

(13) As used in this section, “county tax lien” means the following: 

(a) As used in subsections (4) to (8), an interest in or encumbrance upon property for taxes levied 
before January 1, 1997, and charges, assessments, penalties, interest, or fees on those taxes that are 
returned as delinquent to a county treasurer or, after being returned as delinquent and bid off to this 
state pursuant to section 70, the state treasurer. 

(b) As used in subsections (9) to (12), an interest in or encumbrance upon property for taxes levied 
after December 31, 1996, charges, assessments, penalties, interest, or fees that are returned as 
delinquent to a county treasurer. 

211.108 Unpaid tax return; ordinance; description rejected by county treasurer; judicial 

sale; condition. 

Sec. 108. 

If not provided in the charter of a city or village, the governing body of a city or village may provide 
by ordinance for the return of all unpaid taxes on real property to the county treasurer in the same 
manner and with the same effect as returns by township treasurers. The words and characters by 
which the property is described on the village delinquent tax roll shall be the same as the words and 

characters used to describe the property as it appears on the regular roll of the local tax collecting 
unit. The county treasurer shall reject, as provided in section 55, any description returned by the 
treasurer of a local tax collecting unit that does not agree with the description as it appears on the 
regular tax roll for the same year. The taxes returned shall be collected in the same manner as other 
taxes returned delinquent under this act. The governing body of a city or village, which by its charter 
has the right to sell property for unpaid taxes or assessments, may provide for judicial sale of that 
property. The city or village sale shall be made on petition filed in behalf of the city or village in 

interest, and shall conform, as near as practicable, to the provisions for a sale under this act. 
However, if property is offered at a city or village sale that has been bid off or forfeited to this state at 
any tax sale or forfeiture made under this act, and the bid or forfeiture remains undischarged, a sale 
of that property at the city or village tax sale is conditioned upon the payment of the tax lien held by 
this state on the property and the city or village tax sale is void if the tax lien held by this state 
remains unsatisfied. 

211.121 Publication of tax laws; distribution; service claims audit. 

Sec. 121. 

The state treasurer shall, from time to time as necessary, cause to be printed at the expense of this 
state a sufficient number of copies of this act and other laws relating to the taxation of property, as 
necessary for a full understanding of all the duties of assessing officers or other state, county, or local 

tax collecting unit officers. The state treasurer shall include proper side notes, an index, and forms of 
proceedings, as necessary. The state treasurer shall furnish 1 copy to each supervisor, assessor, clerk 

for a local tax collecting unit, and county clerk, and 3 copies to each county treasurer. Each copy shall 
be marked “state property.” The state treasurer shall transmit to each county treasurer, at the 
expense of the county, a sufficient number of copies for each county, and each county treasurer shall 
immediately furnish to the clerk of each local tax collecting unit in that county 5 copies to be 
distributed to the officers of the local tax collecting unit entitled to a copy. The state treasurer shall 
examine and audit all properly certified claims for services rendered and expenses incurred under this 
section. 

211.131e Repealed. 2006, Act 611, Eff. Dec. 31, 2014. 
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211.135 Recording of conveyances; tax certificate; excepted conveyances; register of 

deeds; violation; penalty. 

Sec. 135. 

(1) If any deed, land contract, plat of any townsite or village, addition to any townsite, village, or city 
plat, or any other instrument for the conveyance of title to any property, is presented to the register 
of deeds of any county in this state for recording or filing, the register of deeds shall require all of the 
following from the person presenting the instrument for filing: 

(a) A certificate from the state treasurer, or from the county treasurer of the county, stating whether 
there are any tax liens or titles held by this state, or by any individual, against the property sought to 
be conveyed by the instrument. 

(b) A certificate that all taxes due on that property have been paid for the 5 years preceding the date 
of the instrument. 

(c) A certificate from the city, village, or township treasurer in which the property is located, whether 
there are any tax titles or certificates of tax sale held by the city, village, or township, or by any 
individual, against the property to be conveyed. 

(d) A certificate that all tax titles, tax certificates, or special assessments sold on that property to the 
city, village, or township have been redeemed for the 5 years preceding the date of the instrument. 

(2) If the certificate or certificates required under subsection (1) are not provided, the person 
presenting the instrument for recording shall not record the instrument until the necessary certificate 
is presented. 

(3) If any instrument is presented for certification on or after March 1 and before the local treasurer of 

the local tax collecting unit in which the property is located has made his or her return of current 

delinquent taxes, the county treasurer shall include with his or her certification a notation that the 
current delinquent return was not available for examination. The register of deeds shall not refuse to 
record the instrument because of a lack of complete certification. 

(4) Taxes canceled by court decree made pursuant to section 67 shall be considered to have been paid 
within the meaning of this section, provided title to the property against which those taxes were 
assessed is not in this state on the date of the certificate. 

(5) The register of deeds shall note the fact upon the deed that the required certificate or certificates 
have or have not been presented to him or her when the instrument is presented for recording. If the 
person presenting the instrument refuses to procure a certificate or certificates, the register of deeds 
shall endorse that fact upon the instrument, over his or her official signature, and shall refuse to 
receive and record the instrument. 

(6) This section does not apply to any of the following: 

(a) The filing of any town or village plat for the purpose of incorporation, insofar as the property 
included in that plat is included in a plat already filed in the office of the register of deeds, or insofar 
as the description of the property in that plat is not changed by the plat. 

(b) The filing of any copy of the town, village, or city plat if the original plat filed in the office of the 
register of deeds has been lost or destroyed. 

(c) To any sheriff's or commissioner's deed executed for the sale of property under any proceeding in 
law, or by virtue of any judgment of any of the courts of this state. 
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(d) To any deed of trust by any assignee, executor, or corporation executed pursuant to any law of 
this state. 

(e) To any quitclaim deed or other conveyance containing no covenants of warranty. 

(f) To any patent executed by the president of the United States or the governor of this state. 

(g) To any tax deed made by the state treasurer. 

(h) To any deed executed by any railroad company conveying its right-of-way, provided the deed is 

accompanied by a certificate of the state treasurer showing that all specific taxes due from the railroad 
company have been paid, including taxes levied in the year in which the deed is executed. 

(7) A violation of this section by any register of deeds is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not 
more than $100.00, and he or she is liable to the grantee of any instrument recorded for the amount 
of damages sustained. 

211.203 Limitation on amount of taxes; exception as to debt service tax rates; charter or 
general law limitation on power to levy taxes; charter tax rates; election to increase tax 
rate limitation; ballots; filing certified copy of election results; effective date of increase; 
notice of election; “taxable value” defined. 

Sec. 3. 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the total amount of taxes levied against property for 
all purposes in any 1 year shall not exceed the limits provided by or fixed under section 6 of article IX 
of the state constitution of 1963, except taxes levied for the payment of interest and principal on 
obligations incurred before December 8, 1932, which shall be known and referred to as debt service 
tax rates. 

(2) If a municipal corporation is limited by a provision in its charter or general law in its power to levy 
taxes against property for purposes authorized by law to be supported under the municipal budget, 
the municipal corporation shall levy the taxes under those provisions and those taxes shall be in 

addition to the taxes that may be levied under the limitation set forth in subsection (1). Taxes levied 
under this subsection shall be known and referred to as charter tax rates. If any portion of the net 
limitation tax rate is allocated to the municipal corporation by the board, the allocated tax rate shall 
be included within the total tax rate levied by the municipal corporation under this subsection. 

(3) If any local unit holds an election for the purpose of increasing the total tax rate limitation, as 
provided for by section 6 of article IX of the state constitution of 1963, the vote at the election shall 
be taken by ballot and the ballots shall be cast and counted in the manner provided by the general 
election laws of this state. The ballots shall state the amount in dollars per thousand dollars of taxable 
value by which it is proposed that the total tax rate limitation on property in the local unit be 

increased and the number of years for which it is proposed that the increase shall be effective. If a 

previous increase in the total tax limitation on property is about to expire and a new increase for the 
identical amount levied in the immediately preceding year or a lesser amount is proposed, the ballot 
proposal may be presented as a renewal or continuation of the previous increase for a specified 
number of years. The ballot shall specify the intended purpose of the renewed or new funds. The 
ballot may also state the purpose for which the funds derived from the voted increase over the 

constitutional tax rate limitation may be used, and those funds shall not be considered by the board in 
dividing the net limitation tax rate among the various governmental units under this act. Within 5 days 
after every election held in any local unit to increase the tax rate limitation, a certified copy of the 
official declaration of the result of the election shall be filed with the treasurer of the county or 
counties in which the local unit is located. The voted increase in the tax rate limitation shall be 
effective in the local unit only when the certified copy of the official declaration of the result of the 
election is filed. The notice of an election in which an increase in the total tax rate limitation is to be 
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voted upon shall contain a statement by the county treasurer of the county or counties in which the 

local unit voting on the increase is located of the total of all voted increases in the total tax rate 
limitation, in any local units, affecting the taxable property in the local unit voting on the increase, and 
the years the increases are effective. 

(4) As used in this section, “taxable value” means that value determined under section 27a of the 
general property tax act, Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, being section 211.27a of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws. 

211.205 County tax allocation board; creation; membership. 

Sec. 5. 

A county tax allocation board is created for each county and shall be composed of the following: 

(a) The county treasurer. 

(b) The chairperson of the board of county auditors if there is a board, and if not, the chairperson of 
the finance or ways and means committee of the county board of commissioners. 

(c) The intermediate school district superintendent or his or her representative. 

(d) A resident of a municipality within the county who shall be selected by the judge or judges of 

probate of the county, except that in counties containing 1 or more municipal corporations having a 
population of 10,000 or more, the member shall be a resident of a municipal corporation having a 
population of 10,000 or more. However, in counties in which are located municipalities subject to this 
act, the member shall be an official of 1 of the municipalities and if there is only 1 municipality within 
the county, then the member shall be selected by the governing body of the municipality either from 
its own members or its municipal officers. 

(e) A member not officially connected with or employed by any local or county unit, who shall be 
selected by the board of county commissioners. 

(f) A member who shall be a township supervisor and who shall be selected by a majority of the 
township supervisors in the county. 

211.961 Short title. 

Sec. 1. 

This act shall be known and may be cited as the “certification of abandoned property for accelerated 
forfeiture act”. 

211.962 Definitions. 

Sec. 2. 

As used in this act: 

(a) “Abandoned property” means tax delinquent property containing a structure that is vacant or 
dilapidated, is open to entrance or trespass, and has been determined to be abandoned under section 
4. 
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(b) “Certified abandoned property” means abandoned property certified by a local unit of government 
as abandoned under section 6. 

(c) “Declaration of accelerated forfeiture of abandoned property” means the resolution adopted by a 
local unit of government under section 3. 

(d) “General property tax act” means the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 to 
211.157. 

(e) “Legal interest” means a person holding a title interest in the property or a mortgage holder as it 
appears on the records of the treasurer of the county in which the abandoned property is located or 
the records of the assessor of the local unit of government in which the abandoned property is 
located. 

(f) “Local unit of government” means a city, village, or township. 

(g) “Tax delinquent property” means property the taxes for which have been returned as delinquent 
under the general property tax act. 

211.963 Declaration of accelerated forfeiture of abandoned property; resolution. 

Sec. 3. 

A local unit of government may make a declaration of accelerated forfeiture of abandoned property by 
adopting a resolution at a meeting held pursuant to the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 
to 15.275, containing substantially the following language: 

“Whereas, the governing body of the local unit of government determines that parcels of abandoned 
tax delinquent property exist; 

Whereas, abandoned tax delinquent property contributes to crime, blight, and decay within the local 
unit of government; 

Whereas, the certification of tax delinquent abandoned property as certified abandoned property will 
result in the accelerated forfeiture and foreclosure of certified abandoned property under the general 
property tax act and return abandoned property to productive use more rapidly, thereby reducing 
crime, blight, and decay within the local unit of government; 

Therefore, the local unit of government hereby notifies residents and owners of property within the 
local unit of government that abandoned tax delinquent property will be identified and inspected and 
may be certified abandoned property underas certified the certification of abandoned property for 
accelerated forfeiture act and subject to accelerated forfeiture and foreclosure under the general 
property tax act.”. 

211.964 Identification as abandoned property; certification. 

Sec. 4. 

(1) If a local unit of government makes a declaration of accelerated forfeiture of abandoned property 
pursuant to section 3 before October 1 of any tax year, the local unit of government may identify 
property within the local unit of government as abandoned property if all of the following procedures 
are complied with: 
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(a) Before February 1, the local unit of government inspects the property and determines that the 
property is abandoned property. 

(b) At the time of inspection under subdivision (a), the local unit of government posts a notice on the 
property that if taxes levied on the property are returned as delinquent, the property will be subject to 
accelerated forfeiture and foreclosure, and the imposition of the fees set forth in the general property 
tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 to 211.157, unless an affidavit claiming the property is not 
abandoned is filed as provided under section 5. 

(c) The local unit of government shall send a copy of the notice provided under subdivision (b) to the 
owner of the property or to the taxpayer of record by first-class mail. 

(d) Taxes levied on the property are returned as delinquent on March 1 to the treasurer of the county 
in which the property is located pursuant to the general property tax act. 

(2) If the local unit of government determines that the property is occupied by an owner or a person 
with a legal interest in the property, the local unit of government shall not certify the property as 
certified abandoned property. 

211.965 Affidavit claiming property not abandoned. 

Sec. 5. 

(1) An owner or a person with a legal interest in the property may file an affidavit claiming the 
property is not abandoned with the local unit of government before taxes are returned as delinquent 
or with the county treasurer after taxes are returned as delinquent. 

(2) If an affidavit is filed under subsection (1) before the hearing under section 78j of the general 
property tax act, MCL 211.78j, the property is not forfeited on the immediately preceding March 1 and 

shall be forfeited on the immediately succeeding March 1 if all delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, 
and fees have not been paid. 

211.966 Certification of property as abandoned. 

Sec. 6. 

If a local unit of government complies with the procedures set forth in sections 3 and 4 and an owner 
or a person with a legal interest in the property has not responded to the notice provided under 
section 4, the local unit of government may certify the property as certified abandoned property. 

224.19 Board of county road commissioners; powers and duties generally. 

Sec. 19. 

(1) The board of county road commissioners may grade, drain, construct, gravel, shale, or 
macadamize a road under its control, make an improvement in the road, and may extend and enlarge 
an improvement. The board may construct bridges and culverts on the line of the road, and repair and 
maintain roads, bridges, and culverts. 

(2) The commissioners shall take over, construct, and maintain the bridges included in the proposed 
system of county roads provided in section 18 of this chapter, except bridges that are lawfully taken 
over for construction and maintenance in whole or in part by the state. When it is necessary to 

construct a bridge across a navigable stream over which a road under the control of the board of 
county road commissioners runs, the board may construct, repair, and maintain a bridge across the 
navigable stream with proper and adequate approaches to the bridge for the accommodation of traffic, 



 

137 

 

and the bridge and the approaches to the bridge shall be of a width, size, strength, material, pattern, 

and design which the board considers suitable to meet the necessities and requirements of traffic and 
the relevant conditions, despite the fact that the bridge or the approaches to the bridge, or a portion 
of either, is within the limits of an incorporated municipality. The board of county road commissioners 

may borrow money, enter into contracts, and pledge the credit of the county in the manner and within 
the limitations provided by law for this purpose. For money borrowed, an obligation assumed, or a 
pledge of credit given, the bonds of the county may be issued and sold when authorized by the 
electors in the manner provided by law. The authority and powers granted in this section relative to 
bridges over navigable streams and the grant of that authority are retroactive and all acts of boards of 
county road commissioners, county boards of commissioners and other county officers, and all 
elections held, indebtedness incurred or authorized, and bonds approved or authorized by the electors 

of the county, to be issued and sold for the purpose and with the intent to provide for the 
construction, repair, and maintenance of bridges over navigable streams and their approaches are 
valid and binding acts and obligations. The obligations assumed, indebtedness incurred, pledge of 
credit given, and bonds issued or authorized by counties within this state for these purposes are valid. 

(3) The construction, improvement, and maintenance of roads, bridges, and culverts, shall be in 
accordance with plans and specifications furnished or approved by the county highway engineer, who 
shall have supervision of the construction. The county road commissioners have all the authority in 
respect to the roads, bridges, and culverts which is vested in highway officers in townships, including 

the right to condemn gravel for road purposes and to petition the county drain commissioner for an 
outlet drain as provided in section 8 of chapter 15. 

(4) The board of county road commissioners may maintain in its own name an action for injury to a 

county road, a part of the road as laid out and established, or to an improvement on the road. Money 
recovered in the action shall be paid to the county treasurer and shall be credited to the county road 
fund. 

(5) When the board of county road commissioners decides to build or rebuild a road or bridge by a 
method other than by employment of day labor and purchase of necessary materials, the board shall 
advertise for sealed bids for the work, if the work involves an expenditure of an amount greater than 

$20,000.00. The board may reject any and all bids and may do the work by day labor, purchasing the 
necessary materials and employing the necessary labor. If the board decides to do the work by day 
labor, the plans and specifications together with all bids received on the plans and specifications, and 

the reason, in writing, for not letting the job by contract, shall be filed in the office of the county clerk. 
If a bridge is to be repaired or built at a cost greater than $500.00, the county road commissioners 
may apply to the state transportation department, which shall assign a competent engineer to review 
and report on plans that may have been prepared by the county highway engineer, or decide 
regarding the merits of each plan on which tenders may have been received before the contract was 
let, and pass on the completed structure before the contractor for that contract is paid. 

224.20 County road commissioners; surveys; tax, determination, maximum; submission to 
supervisors, revision, apportionment; tax levy, collection, disbursement. 

Sec. 20. 

Before the first day of October of each year said board of county road commissioners shall cause 
preliminary surveys, general plans, specifications and estimates of roads, bridges and culverts to be 
made by the county highway engineer, whose qualifications shall be approved by the state highway 
commissioner in case it is intended by the commissioners to apply for said reward. Based upon the 

above estimates, said board of county road commissioners shall determine upon the amount of tax 
which in its judgment should be raised for such year in said county for the purposes aforesaid, 
specifying and itemizing the roads and parts of roads upon which such moneys are to be expended, 
stating the amount asked for each of such roads, and shall cause such determination to be entered 
upon its records. Such tax shall not exceed five dollars on each one thousand dollars of assessed 
valuation according to the assessment roll of the last preceding year in counties where such valuation 
does not exceed twenty millions of dollars; such tax shall not exceed four dollars on each one 
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thousand dollars of assessed valuation according to the assessment roll of the last preceding year in 

counties where such valuation is more than twenty million dollars and does not exceed forty millions 
of dollars; such tax shall not exceed three dollars on each one thousand dollars of assessed valuation 
according to the assessment roll of the last preceding year in counties where such valuation is more 

than forty million dollars and does not exceed one hundred million dollars; such tax shall not exceed 
two dollars on each one thousand dollars of assessed valuation according to the assessment roll of the 
last preceding year in counties where such valuation is more than one hundred million dollars and 
does not exceed three hundred million dollars; and such tax shall not exceed one dollar on each one 
thousand dollars of assessed valuation according to the assessment roll of the last preceding year in 
counties where such valuation is more than three hundred million dollars. At the annual meeting of 
the board of supervisors held in October, the county clerk shall lay such determination before the 

board of supervisors, and such board of supervisors shall pass upon the said determination, and if a 
majority of such board of supervisors agree therewith, then such tax shall be apportioned among the 
several townships and cities of said county according to their equalized valuation. If the determination 
of the board of county road commissioners shall not meet with the approval of a majority of the board 
of supervisors, then the said board of supervisors shall proceed to decide upon the amount of tax to 

be raised for such year in such county for the purposes aforesaid, and may allow or reject in whole or 

in part any or all of the items for the sections of roads thus submitted for its consideration; and it shall 
not be lawful for such county road commissioners without the consent of such board of supervisors to 
spend any such moneys upon any other roads than as thus specified. It shall be the duty of the board 
of supervisors to raise a sufficient tax to keep any county roads or bridges already built in reasonable 
repair, and in condition reasonably safe and fit for public travel. After the said board of supervisors 
shall have decided upon the amount of tax to be raised, the said board shall thereupon apportion such 
tax between the several townships and cities of said county according to their equalized valuation. The 

supervisors or other assessing officers in such townships and cities shall levy and apportion the taxes 
so apportioned as provided in this section, to their respective townships and cities respectively, upon 
which the county taxes are assessed. The taxes so assessed shall be collected and paid to the county 
treasurer the same as other county taxes. All the provisions of law relating to the assessment, levy, 
collection and return of county taxes and the sale of property delinquent therefor, shall apply to taxes 
to be raised pursuant to this act. The county treasurer shall keep a separate account of the taxes 
collected and moneys received under this act and shall pay the same out only upon the order of such 

board of county road commissioners and upon warrants signed by the chairman and countersigned by 

the clerk of the board. In counties having a county auditor or board of county auditors the warrants 
shall pass through the hands of such county auditors and be further countersigned by them, when 
payment shall be made thereof by the county treasurer. All moneys raised under the provisions of this 
act shall be expended by such board of county road commissioners exclusively for the purposes herein 
mentioned. 

247.425 Money collected; disposition; disbursement; interest; secured deposits; limitation 
on acceptable assets; designation of financial institution; “financial institution” defined. 

Sec. 25. 

(1) Money collected on account of an improvement shall be paid to the county treasurer and credited 
to the special assessment district. 

(2) The money shall be disbursed only by an order of the county road commission or the state 
transportation commission and only for the purposes of this act. 

(3) The county treasurer shall deposit the money in a manner that will draw interest, in a financial 
institution approved by the county board of commissioners or by the state transportation commission. 
The interest accrued shall become a part of the fund. 

(4) Assets acceptable for pledging to secure deposits of county funds are limited to any of the 
following: 
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(a) Assets considered acceptable to the state treasurer under section 3 of 1855 PA 105, MCL 21.143, 
to secure deposits of state surplus funds. 

(b) Any of the following: 

(i) Securities issued by the federal home loan mortgage corporation. 

(ii) Securities issued by the federal national mortgage association. 

(iii) Securities issued by the government national mortgage association. 

(c) Other securities considered acceptable to the county and the financial institution. 

(5) If the improvement is carried on by and under the direction of the state transportation 

commission, the commission shall designate the financial institution the money is to be deposited in 
under this act. 

(6) As used in this section, “financial institution” means a state or nationally chartered bank or a state 
or federally chartered savings and loan association, savings bank, or credit union whose deposits are 
insured by an agency of the United States government and which maintains a principal office or 
branch office located in this state under the laws of this state or the United States. 

247.433 Taxes; interest charges, collection, powers of collecting officers, return as 

delinquent, lien. 

Sec. 33. 

All taxes assessed under the provisions of this act, shall be subject to the same interest and charges 
as are state and other general taxes. When the rolls are delivered to the township boards, they shall 

be collected in the same manner as state and other general taxes are collected. Collecting officers are 
hereby vested with the same power and authority in the collection of such taxes, as are, or may be 
conferred by law for collecting general taxes. All taxes not collected, shall be returned to the county 
treasurer, as are state and other general taxes, and may be paid to such officer. All uncollected taxes 
shall, by the county treasurer, be returned, together with the lands upon which they were levied, at 
the same time, and in the same manner as lands are returned for state, county and township taxes, 
and such taxes shall follow such lands the same as all other taxes, and all the general provisions of 

law now existing or that may be hereafter enacted for enforcing the payment of state, county and 
township taxes, shall apply to these special taxes, and to lands returned delinquent therefor, in the 
same manner, and with like effect. All taxes levied under the provisions of this act, with all lawful 
costs, interest and charges, shall be, and remain a perpetual lien upon the lands upon which they are 
assessed, and a personal claim against the owner of such lands, until they are paid. 

***** 247.662 THIS SECTION IS AMENDED EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2016: See 247.662.amended ***** 

247.662 Return to county treasurers of amount distributed to county road commissions; 
manner, purposes, terms, and conditions; statewide purchasing pools; expenditures; 
definitions; certification concerning average annual debt service requirements for bonds or 
notes; representation of charter county in certain transactions; expenditure for 
administrative expenses; conduct of performance audits. 

Sec. 12. 

(1) The amount distributed to the county road commissions shall be returned to the county treasurers 
in the manner, for the purposes, and under the terms and conditions specified in this section. The 
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department and the county road association of Michigan shall jointly develop incentives for counties to 
establish statewide purchasing pools for the more efficient use of Michigan transportation funds. 

(2) Each county road commission shall be reimbursed in an amount up to $10,000.00 per year for the 
sum paid to a licensed professional engineer employed or retained by the county road commission in 
the previous year. The sum shall be returned to each county road commission certified by the 
department as complying with this subsection regarding the employment of an engineer. 

(3) An amount equal to 1% of the total amount returned to the county road commissions from the 
Michigan transportation fund during the prior calendar year shall be withheld annually from the 

counties' November monthly distribution provided for in section 17, and the amount shall be returned 
to the county road commissions for snow removal purposes as provided in section 12a. 

(4) An amount equal to 10% of the total amount returned to the county road commissions from the 

Michigan transportation fund shall be returned to each county road commission having county 

primary, or county local road, or both, mileage in the urban areas as determined pursuant to section 
12b. This sum shall be distributed pursuant to section 12b. The return shall be in addition to the 
amounts provided in subsections (6) and (7) and for the purposes stated in those subsections. 

(5) An amount equal to 4% of the total amount returned to the county road commissions from the 
Michigan transportation fund shall be returned to the county road commissions in the same 
percentages as provided in subsection (7). All money returned to the county road commissions as 
provided in this subsection shall be expended by the county road commissions for the preservation, 

construction, acquisition, and extension of county local road systems and shall be in addition to the 
amounts provided in subsection (7). 

(6) Seventy-five percent of the remainder of the total amount to be returned to the counties shall be 

expended by each county road commission for the preservation, construction, acquisition, and 
extension of the county primary road system, including the acquisition of a necessary right of way for 
the system, work incidental to the system, and a roadside park or motor parkway appurtenant to the 
system, and shall be returned to the counties as follows: 

(a) Three-fourths of the amount in proportion to the amount received within the respective county 
during the 12 months next preceding the date of each monthly distribution, as specific taxes upon 
registered motor vehicles under the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923. 

(b) One-tenth of the amount in the same proportion that the total mileage in the county primary road 
system of each county bears to the total mileage in all of the county primary road systems of the 
state. 

(c) One eighty-third of the remaining 15% of the amount to each county. 

(7) The balance of the remainder of the total amount to be returned to counties shall be expended by 
each county road commission for the preservation, construction, acquisition, and extension of the 

county local road system as defined by this act, including the acquisition of a necessary right of way 
for the system, work incidental to the system, and a roadside park or motor parkway appurtenant to 
the system, and shall be returned to the counties as follows: 

(a) Sixty-five percent of the amount in the same proportion that the total mileage in the county local 

road system of each county bears to the total mileage in all of the county local road systems of the 
state. 

(b) Thirty-five percent of the amount in the same proportion that the total population outside of 

incorporated municipalities in each county bears to the total population outside of incorporated 
municipalities in all of the counties of the state, according to the most recent statewide federal census 
as certified at the beginning of the state fiscal year. 
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(8) Money deposited in, or becoming a part of the county road funds of a board of county road 

commissioners shall be expended first for the payment of principal and interest on the bonds, for the 
payment of contractual contributions pledged for the payment of bonds, for debt service requirements 
for the payment of contractual contributions pledged for the payment of bonds, and for debt service 
requirements for the payment of notes and loans in the following order of priority: 

(a) For the payment of contributions required to be made by a board of county road commissioners 

under a contract entered into under 1941 PA 205, MCL 252.51 to 252.64, that have been pledged for 
the payment of the principal and interest on bonds issued under that act, or for the payment of total 
debt service requirements upon notes issued by a board of county road commissioners under 1943 PA 
143, MCL 141.251 to 141.254. 

(b) For the payment of principal and interest upon bonds issued under section 18c, and the payment 
of contributions of a board of county road commissioners made pursuant to contracts entered into 
under section 18d that are pledged to the payment of principal and interest on bonds issued after June 
30, 1957, under the authorization of section 18c and contracts executed pursuant to its provisions. 

(c) For the payment of principal and interest upon loans received pursuant to section 11(5), to the 
extent other funds have not been made available for that payment. 

(9) Beginning November 1, 2008, no more than 50% per year of the amount returned to a county for 
use on the county primary road system may be expended, with or without matching, on the county 
local road system of that county. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, beginning 

September 30, 2010, no more than 30% per year of the amount returned to a county for use on the 
county primary road system may be expended, with or without matching, on the county local road 
system of that county. An additional amount, not to exceed 20% per year of the amount returned to a 
county for use on the county primary road system, may be expended on the county local road system 
of that county if there is an emergency or if the county road commission determines that an additional 
20% may be expended on the county local road system. The county road commission may attach any 
conditions to its determination if the determination is for nonemergency purposes, including, but not 

limited to, a requirement that the additional 20% expended on the county local road system only be 
used to supplement funds from other sources. No more than 15% per year of the amount returned to 
a county for expenditure on the county local road system may be used, with or without matching, on 
the county primary road system of that county, and not to exceed an additional 15% per year of the 
amount returned to a county for expenditure on the county local road system, may, in case of an 
emergency or with the approval of the county road commission, be expended, with or without 
matching, on the county primary road system of that county. An amount returned to a county for and 

on account of county local roads, under this section, in excess of the total amount paid into the county 
treasury each year by all of the townships of that county for and on account of the county local roads 
pursuant to section 14(6) may be transferred to and expended on the county primary road system of 
that county. 

(10) Not less than 20% per year of the funds returned to a county by this section shall be expended 
for snow and ice removal, the construction or reconstruction of a new highway or existing highway, 
and the acquisition of a necessary right of way for those highways, and work incidental to those 

highways, or for the servicing of bonds issued by the county for these purposes. Surplus funds may be 
expended for the development, construction, or repair of an off-street parking facility. 

(11) Not more than 5% per year of the funds returned to a county for the county primary road system 
and the county local road system shall be expended for the maintenance, improvement, or acquisition 
of appurtenant roadside parks and motor parkways. 

(12) Funds returned to a county shall be expended by the county road commission for the purposes 

provided in this section and shall be deposited by the county treasurer in a designated county 
depository, in a separate account to the credit of the county road fund, and shall be paid out only 
upon the order of the county road commission, and interest accruing on the money shall become a 
part of, and be deposited with the county road fund. 
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(13) In a county to which funds are returned under this section, the function of the county road 

commission shall be limited to the formation of policy and the performance of the official duties 
imposed by law and delegated by the county board of commissioners. A member of the county road 
commission shall not be employed individually in any other capacity for other duties with the county 
road commission. 

(14) A county road commission may enter into an agreement with a county road commission of an 

adjacent county and with a city or village to perform work on a highway, road, or street, and with the 
department with respect to a state trunk line and connecting links of the state trunk line within the 
limits of the county or adjacent to the county. The agreement may provide for the performance by 
each contracting party of the work contemplated by the contract including engineering services and 
the acquisition of rights of way in connection with the work contemplated, by purchase or 
condemnation, by any of the contracting parties in its own name and the agreement may provide for 
joint participation in the costs. 

(15) Money distributed from the Michigan transportation fund may be expended for construction 

purposes on county local roads only to the extent matched by money from other sources. However, 

Michigan transportation funds may be expended for the construction of bridges on the county local 
roads in an amount not to exceed 75% of the cost of the construction of local road bridges. 

(16) Notwithstanding any other provision of this act, at least 90% of the state revenue returned 
annually to the county road commission from the Michigan transportation fund less the amounts 
described in subdivisions (a) to (e) shall be expended annually by the county road commission for the 
preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges, and for the payment of contractual 
contributions pledged for the payment of bonds or portions of bonds, debt service requirements for 
the payment of bonds or portions of bonds, and debt service requirements for the payment of notes 
and loans or portions of notes and loans issued or received after July 1, 1983, for the purpose of 

providing funds for the preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges. If an appropriate 
certificate is filed under subsection (18) but only to the extent necessary, this subsection does not 
prohibit the use of any amount of state revenue returned annually to the county road commissions for 
the payment of contractual contributions pledged for the payment of bonds, for debt service 

requirements for the payment of bonds, and for debt service requirements for the payment of notes or 
loans, whenever issued or received, as specified under subsection (8). The amounts that are deducted 
from the state revenue returned to a county road commission from the Michigan transportation fund, 
for the purpose of the calculation required by this subsection are as follows: 

(a) Amounts expended for the purposes described in subsection (8) for bonds, notes, loans, or other 
obligations issued or received before July 2, 1983. 

(b) Amounts expended for the administrative costs of the county road commission. 

(c) Amounts expended for capital outlay projects for equipment and buildings, and for the payment of 
contractual contributions pledged for the payment of bonds, for debt service requirements for the 

payment of bonds, and for debt service requirements for the payment of notes and loans issued or 
received after July 1, 1983, for the purpose of providing funds for capital outlay projects for 
equipment and buildings. 

(d) Amounts expended for projects vital to the economy of the local area or the safety of the public in 
the local area. Before these amounts can be deducted, the governing body over the county road 
commission or the county road commission, as applicable, shall pass a resolution approving these 
projects. This resolution shall state which projects will be funded and the cost of each project. A copy 
of each approved resolution shall be forwarded immediately to the department. 

(e) Amounts expended in urban areas as determined pursuant to section 12b. 
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(17) As used in this subsection, "urban routes" means those portions of 2-lane county primary roads 

within an urban area that have average daily traffic in excess of 15,000. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this act, except as provided in this subsection, a county road commission shall annually 
expend at least 90% of the federal revenue distributed to the county road commission for highways, 

roads, streets, and bridges, less the amount expended on urban routes for purposes other than 
preservation and the amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid system, 
on the preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges. A county road commission may expend 
in 1 year less than 90% of the federal revenue distributed to the county road commission for 
highways, roads, streets, and bridges, less the amount expended on urban routes for purposes other 
than preservation and the amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid 
system, on the preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges, if that year is part of a 3-year 

period in which at least 90% of the total federal revenue distributed in the 3-year period to the county 
road commission for highways, roads, streets, and bridges, less the amount expended on urban routes 
for purposes other than preservation purposes and the amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel 
roads on the federal-aid system, is expended on the preservation of highways, roads, streets, and 
bridges. If a county road commission expends in 1 year less than 90% of the federal revenue 

distributed to the county road commission for highways, roads, streets, and bridges, less the amount 

expended on urban routes for purposes other than preservation and the amount expended for hard-
surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid system, on the preservation of highways, roads, streets, 
and bridges and that year is not a part of a 3-year period in which at least 90% of the total federal 
revenue distributed in the 3-year period to the county road commission for highways, roads, streets, 
and bridges, less the amount expended on urban routes for purposes other than preservation and the 
amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid system, is expended on the 
preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges, the county road commission shall expend in 

each year subsequent to the 3-year period 100%, or less in 1 year if sufficient for the purposes of this 
subsection, of the federal revenue distributed to the county road commission for highways, roads, 
streets, and bridges, less the amount expended on urban routes for purposes other than preservation 
and the amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid system, on the 
preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges until the average percentage spent on the 
preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges in the 3-year period and the subsequent years, 
less the amount expended on urban routes for purposes other than preservation and the amount 

expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid system, is at least 90%. A year may be 

included in only one 3-year period for the purposes of this subsection. The requirements of this 
subsection shall be waived if compliance would cause the county road commission to be ineligible for 
federal revenue under federal law, but only to the extent necessary to make the county road 
commission eligible for that revenue under federal law. For the purpose of the calculations required by 
this subsection, the amount expended on urban routes by a county road commission for purposes 

other than preservation and the amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-
aid system shall be deducted from the total federal revenue distributed to the use of the county road 
commission. 

(18) A county road commission shall certify to the department on or before the issuance of any bonds 
or notes issued after July 1, 1983, pursuant to 1943 PA 143, MCL 141.251 to 141.254, 1941 PA 205, 
MCL 252.51 to 252.64, or section 18c or 18d, for purposes other than the preservation of highways, 
roads, streets, and bridges and purposes other than the purposes specified in subsection (16)(c) that 
its average annual debt service requirements for all bonds and notes or portions of bonds and notes 
issued after July 1, 1983, for purposes other than the preservation of highways, roads, streets, and 

bridges and other than for the purposes specified in subsection (16)(c), including the bond or note to 
be issued does not exceed 10% of the funds returned to the county road commission pursuant to this 
act, less the amounts specified in subsection (16)(a), (b), and (c) during the last completed fiscal year 
of the county road commission. If the purpose for which the bonds or notes are issued is changed 
after the issuance of the notes or bonds, the change shall be made in a manner that maintains 
compliance with the certification required by this subsection, as of the date the certificate was 
originally issued, but no such change shall invalidate or otherwise affect the bonds or notes with 

respect to which the certificate was issued or the obligation to pay debt service on the bonds or notes. 
A certification under this subsection is conclusive as to the matters stated in the certification for 
purposes of the validity of bonds and notes. 
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(19) In each charter county to which funds are returned under this section, the responsibility for road 

improvement, preservation, and traffic operation work, and the development, construction, or repair 
of off-road parking facilities and construction or repair of road lighting shall be coordinated by a single 
administrator to be designated by the county executive who shall be responsible for and shall 
represent the charter county in transactions with the department pursuant to this act. 

(20) Not more than 10% per year of all of the funds received by and returned to a county from any 

source for the purposes of this section may be expended for administrative expenses. A county that 
expends more than 10% for administrative expenses in a year is subject to section 14(5) unless a 
waiver is granted by the department of treasury. As used in this subsection, "administrative expenses" 
means those expenses that are not assigned including, but not limited to, specific road construction or 
preservation projects and are often referred to as general or supportive services. Administrative 
expenses do not include net equipment expense, net capital outlay, debt service principal and interest, 
and payments to other state or local offices that are assigned, but not limited to, specific road 
construction projects or preservation activities. 

(21) In addition to the financial compliance audits required by law, the department may conduct 

performance audits and make investigations of the disposition of all state funds received by county 
road commissions, county boards of commissioners, or any other county governmental agency acting 
as the county road authority, for transportation purposes to determine compliance with the terms and 
conditions of this act. Performance audits shall be conducted according to government auditing 
standards issued by the United States general accounting office. The department shall develop 
performance audit procedures and reporting requirements sufficient to determine whether funds 
expended under this section were expended in compliance with this act by September 1, 2012 and 

shall report to the transportation committees of the senate and house of representatives no later than 
October 1, 2012 on the additional audit procedures and reporting requirements. The department shall 
provide notice to the county road commission, county board of commissioners, or any other county 
governmental agency acting as the county road authority, as applicable, of the standards to be used 
for audits performed under this subsection. The notice shall be provided 6 months prior to the fiscal 
year in which the audit is conducted. The department shall notify the county road commission, county 

board of commissioners, or any other county governmental agency acting as the county road authority 

of any subsequent changes to the standards. County road commissions, county boards of 
commissioners, or any other county governmental agencies acting as county road authorities, as 
applicable, shall make available to the department the pertinent records for the audit. Performance 
audits may be performed at the discretion of the department or upon receiving a request from the 
speaker of the house of representatives or the senate majority leader. 

***** 247.662.amended THIS AMENDED SECTION IS EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 

2016 ***** 

247.662.amended Return to county treasurers of amount distributed to county road 
commissions; manner, purposes, terms, and conditions; statewide purchasing pools; 
expenditures; urban routes; certification concerning average annual debt service 
requirements for bonds or notes; representation of charter county in certain transactions; 
expenditure for administrative expenses; conduct of performance audits; pavement 

warranties. 

Sec. 12. 

(1) The amount distributed to the county road commissions shall be returned to the county treasurers 
in the manner, for the purposes, and under the terms and conditions specified in this section. The 

department and the county road association of Michigan shall jointly develop incentives for counties to 
establish statewide purchasing pools for the more efficient use of Michigan transportation funds. 

(2) Each county road commission shall be reimbursed in an amount up to $10,000.00 per year for the 

sum paid to a licensed professional engineer employed or retained by the county road commission in 
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the previous year. The sum shall be returned to each county road commission certified by the 
department as complying with this subsection regarding the employment of an engineer. 

(3) An amount equal to 1% of the total amount returned to the county road commissions from the 
Michigan transportation fund during the prior calendar year shall be withheld annually from the 
counties' November monthly distribution provided for in section 17, and the amount shall be returned 
to the county road commissions for snow removal purposes as provided in section 12a. 

(4) An amount equal to 10% of the total amount returned to the county road commissions from the 
Michigan transportation fund shall be returned to each county road commission having county 

primary, or county local road, or both, mileage in the urban areas as determined pursuant to section 
12b. This sum shall be distributed pursuant to section 12b. The return shall be in addition to the 
amounts provided in subsections (6) and (7) and for the purposes stated in those subsections. 

(5) An amount equal to 4% of the total amount returned to the county road commissions from the 

Michigan transportation fund shall be returned to the county road commissions in the same 
percentages as provided in subsection (7). All money returned to the county road commissions as 
provided in this subsection shall be expended by the county road commissions for the preservation, 
construction, acquisition, and extension of county local road systems and shall be in addition to the 
amounts provided in subsection (7). 

(6) Seventy-five percent of the remainder of the total amount to be returned to the counties shall be 
expended by each county road commission for the preservation, construction, acquisition, and 

extension of the county primary road system, including the acquisition of a necessary right of way for 
the system, work incidental to the system, and a roadside park or motor parkway appurtenant to the 
system, and shall be returned to the counties as follows: 

(a) Three-fourths of the amount in proportion to the amount received within the respective county 
during the 12 months next preceding the date of each monthly distribution, as specific taxes upon 
registered motor vehicles under the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923. 

(b) One-tenth of the amount in the same proportion that the total mileage in the county primary road 
system of each county bears to the total mileage in all of the county primary road systems of this 
state. 

(c) One eighty-third of the remaining 15% of the amount to each county. 

(7) The balance of the remainder of the total amount to be returned to counties shall be expended by 
each county road commission for the preservation, construction, acquisition, and extension of the 
county local road system as defined by this act, including the acquisition of a necessary right of way 
for the system, work incidental to the system, and a roadside park or motor parkway appurtenant to 
the system, and shall be returned to the counties as follows: 

(a) Sixty-five percent of the amount in the same proportion that the total mileage in the county local 

road system of each county bears to the total mileage in all of the county local road systems of the 
state. 

(b) Thirty-five percent of the amount in the same proportion that the total population outside of 
incorporated municipalities in each county bears to the total population outside of incorporated 

municipalities in all of the counties of the state, according to the most recent statewide federal census 
as certified at the beginning of the state fiscal year. 

(8) Money deposited in, or becoming a part of the county road funds of a board of county road 

commissioners shall be expended first for the payment of principal and interest on the bonds, for the 
payment of contractual contributions pledged for the payment of bonds, for debt service requirements 
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for the payment of contractual contributions pledged for the payment of bonds, and for debt service 
requirements for the payment of notes and loans in the following order of priority: 

(a) For the payment of contributions required to be made by a board of county road commissioners 
under a contract entered into under 1941 PA 205, MCL 252.51 to 252.64, that have been pledged for 
the payment of the principal and interest on bonds issued under that act, or for the payment of total 
debt service requirements upon notes issued by a board of county road commissioners under 1943 PA 
143, MCL 141.251 to 141.254. 

(b) For the payment of principal and interest upon bonds issued under section 18c, and the payment 

of contributions of a board of county road commissioners made pursuant to contracts entered into 
under section 18d that are pledged to the payment of principal and interest on bonds issued after June 
30, 1957, under the authorization of section 18c and contracts executed pursuant to section 18c. 

(c) For the payment of principal and interest upon loans received pursuant to section 11(5), to the 
extent other funds have not been made available for that payment. 

(9) Beginning November 1, 2008, no more than 50% per year of the amount returned to a county for 
use on the county primary road system may be expended, with or without matching, on the county 
local road system of that county. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, beginning 
September 30, 2010, no more than 30% per year of the amount returned to a county for use on the 
county primary road system may be expended, with or without matching, on the county local road 
system of that county. An additional amount, not to exceed 20% per year of the amount returned to a 

county for use on the county primary road system, may be expended on the county local road system 
of that county if there is an emergency or if the county road commission determines that an additional 
20% may be expended on the county local road system. The county road commission may attach any 
conditions to its determination if the determination is for nonemergency purposes, including, but not 
limited to, a requirement that the additional 20% expended on the county local road system only be 
used to supplement money from other sources. No more than 15% per year of the amount returned to 
a county for expenditure on the county local road system may be used, with or without matching, on 

the county primary road system of that county, and not to exceed an additional 15% per year of the 
amount returned to a county for expenditure on the county local road system, may, in case of an 
emergency or with the approval of the county road commission, be expended, with or without 
matching, on the county primary road system of that county. An amount returned to a county for and 
on account of county local roads under this section that is in excess of the total amount paid into the 
county treasury each year by all of the townships of that county for and on account of the county local 
roads pursuant to section 14(6) may be transferred to and expended on the county primary road 
system of that county. 

(10) Not less than 20% per year of the money returned to a county by this section shall be expended 

for snow and ice removal, the construction or reconstruction of a new highway or existing highway, 
and the acquisition of a necessary right of way for those highways, and work incidental to those 
highways, or for the servicing of bonds issued by the county for these purposes. A county may expend 
surplus money for the development, construction, or repair of an off-street parking facility. 

(11) Not more than 5% per year of the money returned to a county for the county primary road 
system and the county local road system shall be expended for the maintenance, improvement, or 
acquisition of appurtenant roadside parks and motor parkways. 

(12) Money returned to a county shall be expended by the county road commission for the purposes 
provided in this section and shall be deposited by the county treasurer in a designated county 
depository, in a separate account to the credit of the county road fund, and shall be paid out only 
upon the order of the county road commission, and interest accruing on the money shall become a 
part of, and be deposited with the county road fund. 

(13) In a county to which money is returned under this section, the function of the county road 

commission is limited to the formation of policy and the performance of the official duties imposed by 
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law and delegated by the county board of commissioners. A member of the county road commission 

shall not be employed individually in any other capacity for other duties with the county road 
commission. 

(14) A county road commission may enter into an agreement with a county road commission of an 
adjacent county and with a city or village to perform work on a highway, road, or street, and with the 
department with respect to a state trunk line highway and connecting links of the state trunk line 

highway within the limits of the county or adjacent to the county. The agreement may provide for the 
performance by each contracting party of the work contemplated by the contract including engineering 
services and the acquisition of rights of way in connection with the work contemplated, by purchase or 
condemnation, by any of the contracting parties in its own name and the agreement may provide for 
joint participation in the costs. 

(15) Money distributed from the Michigan transportation fund may be expended for construction 
purposes on county local roads only to the extent matched by money from other sources. However, 
Michigan transportation funds may be expended for the construction of bridges on the county local 
roads in an amount not to exceed 75% of the cost of the construction of local road bridges. 

(16) Notwithstanding any other provision of this act, at least 90% of the state revenue returned 
annually to the county road commission from the Michigan transportation fund less the amounts 

described in subdivisions (a) to (e) shall be expended annually by the county road commission for the 
preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges, and for the payment of contractual 
contributions pledged for the payment of bonds or portions of bonds, debt service requirements for 
the payment of bonds or portions of bonds, and debt service requirements for the payment of notes 
and loans or portions of notes and loans issued or received after July 1, 1983, for the purpose of 
providing money for the preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges. If an appropriate 
certificate is filed under subsection (18) but only to the extent necessary, this subsection does not 

prohibit the use of any amount of state revenue returned annually to the county road commissions for 
the payment of contractual contributions pledged for the payment of bonds, for debt service 
requirements for the payment of bonds, and for debt service requirements for the payment of notes or 
loans, whenever issued or received, as specified under subsection (8). The amounts that are deducted 

from the state revenue returned to a county road commission from the Michigan transportation fund, 
for the purpose of the calculation required by this subsection are as follows: 

(a) Amounts expended for the purposes described in subsection (8) for bonds, notes, loans, or other 
obligations issued or received before July 2, 1983. 

(b) Amounts expended for the administrative costs of the county road commission. 

(c) Amounts expended for capital outlay projects for equipment and buildings, and for the payment of 
contractual contributions pledged for the payment of bonds, for debt service requirements for the 
payment of bonds, and for debt service requirements for the payment of notes and loans issued or 
received after July 1, 1983, for the purpose of providing funds for capital outlay projects for 
equipment and buildings. 

(d) Amounts expended for projects vital to the economy of the local area or the safety of the public in 

the local area. Before these amounts can be deducted, the governing body over the county road 
commission or the county road commission, as applicable, shall pass a resolution approving these 
projects. This resolution shall state which projects will be funded and the cost of each project. A copy 
of each approved resolution shall be forwarded immediately to the department. 

(e) Amounts expended in urban areas as determined pursuant to section 12b. 

(17) As used in this subsection, "urban routes" means those portions of 2-lane county primary roads 
within an urban area that have average daily traffic in excess of 15,000. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this act, except as provided in this subsection, a county road commission shall annually 
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expend at least 90% of the federal revenue distributed to the county road commission for highways, 

roads, streets, and bridges, less the amount expended on urban routes for purposes other than 
preservation and the amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid system, 
on the preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges. A county road commission may expend 

in 1 year less than 90% of the federal revenue distributed to the county road commission for 
highways, roads, streets, and bridges, less the amount expended on urban routes for purposes other 
than preservation and the amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid 
system, on the preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges, if that year is part of a 3-year 
period in which at least 90% of the total federal revenue distributed in the 3-year period to the county 
road commission for highways, roads, streets, and bridges, less the amount expended on urban routes 
for purposes other than preservation purposes and the amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel 

roads on the federal-aid system, is expended on the preservation of highways, roads, streets, and 
bridges. If a county road commission expends in 1 year less than 90% of the federal revenue 
distributed to the county road commission for highways, roads, streets, and bridges, less the amount 
expended on urban routes for purposes other than preservation and the amount expended for hard-
surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid system, on the preservation of highways, roads, streets, 

and bridges and that year is not a part of a 3-year period in which at least 90% of the total federal 

revenue distributed in the 3-year period to the county road commission for highways, roads, streets, 
and bridges, less the amount expended on urban routes for purposes other than preservation and the 
amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid system, is expended on the 
preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges, the county road commission shall expend in 
each year subsequent to the 3-year period 100%, or less in 1 year if sufficient for the purposes of this 
subsection, of the federal revenue distributed to the county road commission for highways, roads, 
streets, and bridges, less the amount expended on urban routes for purposes other than preservation 

and the amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid system, on the 
preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges until the average percentage spent on the 
preservation of highways, roads, streets, and bridges in the 3-year period and the subsequent years, 
less the amount expended on urban routes for purposes other than preservation and the amount 
expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-aid system, is at least 90%. A year may be 
included in only one 3-year period for the purposes of this subsection. The requirements of this 
subsection shall be waived if compliance would cause the county road commission to be ineligible for 

federal revenue under federal law, but only to the extent necessary to make the county road 

commission eligible for that revenue under federal law. For the purpose of the calculations required by 
this subsection, the amount expended on urban routes by a county road commission for purposes 
other than preservation and the amount expended for hard-surfacing of gravel roads on the federal-
aid system shall be deducted from the total federal revenue distributed to the use of the county road 
commission. 

(18) A county road commission shall certify to the department on or before the issuance of any bonds 
or notes issued after July 1, 1983, pursuant to 1943 PA 143, MCL 141.251 to 141.254, 1941 PA 205, 

MCL 252.51 to 252.64, or section 18c or 18d, for purposes other than the preservation of highways, 
roads, streets, and bridges and purposes other than the purposes specified in subsection (16)(c) that 
its average annual debt service requirements for all bonds and notes or portions of bonds and notes 
issued after July 1, 1983, for purposes other than the preservation of highways, roads, streets, and 
bridges and other than for the purposes specified in subsection (16)(c), including the bond or note to 
be issued does not exceed 10% of the money returned to the county road commission pursuant to this 
act, less the amounts specified in subsection (16)(a), (b), and (c) during the last completed fiscal year 

of the county road commission. If the purpose for which the bonds or notes are issued is changed 
after the issuance of the notes or bonds, the change shall be made in a manner that maintains 
compliance with the certification required by this subsection, as of the date the certificate was 
originally issued, but no such change shall invalidate or otherwise affect the bonds or notes with 
respect to which the certificate was issued or the obligation to pay debt service on the bonds or notes. 
A certification under this subsection is conclusive as to the matters stated in the certification for 
purposes of the validity of bonds and notes. 

(19) In each charter county to which funds are returned under this section, the responsibility for road 
improvement, preservation, and traffic operation work, and the development, construction, or repair 

of off-road parking facilities and construction or repair of road lighting shall be coordinated by a single 
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administrator designated by the county executive who shall be responsible for and shall represent the 
charter county in transactions with the department pursuant to this act. 

(20) Not more than 10% per year of all of the money received by and returned to a county from any 
source for the purposes of this section may be expended for administrative expenses. A county that 
expends more than 10% for administrative expenses in a year is subject to section 14(5) unless a 
waiver is granted by the department of treasury. As used in this subsection, "administrative expenses" 

means those expenses that are not assigned including, but not limited to, specific road construction or 
preservation projects and are often referred to as general or supportive services. Administrative 
expenses do not include net equipment expense, net capital outlay, debt service principal and interest, 
and payments to other state or local offices that are assigned, but not limited to, specific road 
construction projects or preservation activities. 

(21) In addition to the financial compliance audits required by law, the department may conduct 
performance audits and make investigations of the disposition of all state money received by county 
road commissions, county boards of commissioners, or any other county governmental agency acting 

as the county road authority, for transportation purposes to determine compliance with the terms and 

conditions of this act. Performance audits shall be conducted according to government auditing 
standards issued by the United States General Accounting Office. The department shall develop 
performance audit procedures and reporting requirements sufficient to determine whether money 
expended under this section was expended in compliance with this act by September 1, 2012 and 
shall report to the transportation committees of the senate and house of representatives no later than 
October 1, 2012 on the additional audit procedures and reporting requirements. The department shall 
provide notice to the county road commission, county board of commissioners, or any other county 

governmental agency acting as the county road authority, as applicable, of the standards to be used 
for audits performed under this subsection. The notice shall be provided 6 months prior to the fiscal 
year in which the audit is conducted. The department shall notify the county road commission, county 
board of commissioners, or any other county governmental agency acting as the county road authority 
of any subsequent changes to the standards. County road commissions, county boards of 
commissioners, or any other county governmental agencies acting as county road authorities, as 

applicable, shall make available to the department the pertinent records for the audit. Performance 

audits may be performed at the discretion of the department or upon receiving a request from the 
speaker of the house of representatives or the senate majority leader. 

(22) Of the amounts appropriated for a county primary or local road system under this section, where 
possible, a county road commission shall secure pavement warranties for full replacement or 
appropriate repair for contracted construction work on pavement projects whose cost exceeds 
$2,000,000.00 and projects for new construction or reconstruction undertaken after the effective date 
of the amendatory act that added this subsection, if allowed by the federal highway administration and 
the department. A county road commission shall submit a proposed warranty program to the 

department for approval no later than April 1, 2016. If a proposed warranty program submitted under 
this subsection is approved by the department, the county road commission shall implement the 
program no later than 1 year after the approval. A county road commission shall include a list of all 
warranties that were secured under this subsection and indicate whether any of those warranties were 
redeemed with the report required under section 14(3), and shall also list all pavement projects whose 
cost exceeds $2,000,000.00 for which a warranty was not secured. The list shall include, but is not 
limited to, all of the following information: 

(a) The type of project. 

(b) The cost or estimated cost of the project. 

(c) The expected lifespan of the project. 

(d) Whether or not the project met or is currently meeting its expected lifespan. 
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(e) If the project failed to meet or is not meeting its expected lifespan, the cause of the failure and the 
cost to replace or repair the project. 

(f) The entity responsible for paying the cost of replacing or repairing the project. 

280.472 Funds; county treasurer, deputies; bonds; expenditures. 

Sec. 472. 

The county treasurer shall be the custodian of the funds of the drainage district. He may designate 1 

or more of his deputies who may act for him in the performance of any of his duties under this 
section. The drainage board may require the county treasurer and any deputy county treasurer so 
designated to furnish a bond payable to the drainage district, in addition to any bond payable to the 
county, conditioned upon the faithful discharge of his duties in respect to moneys belonging to the 
drainage district, the premium thereon to be paid by the drainage district. Moneys held by said 

treasurer shall be paid out only upon order of the drainage board, except that no such order shall be 
required for the payment of principal and interest on bonds. 

280.524 Designation of a county treasurer; deputies, bonds; expenditures. 

Sec. 524. 

The drainage board shall designate the treasurer of 1 of the counties involved as the treasurer for said 
board. He may designate 1 or more of his deputies who may act for him in the performance of any of 
his duties under this section. Such treasurer and any such deputy shall serve without additional 
compensation. He and each deputy county treasurer so designated shall furnish a bond in such sum as 

shall be fixed by the drainage board, conditioned upon the faithful discharge of his duties, the 
premium thereon to be paid by the drainage board. Moneys held by the treasurer shall be paid out 
only upon order of the drainage board, except that no such order shall be required for the payment of 
principal and interest on bonds. 

287.265 Tags, blanks and license forms. 

Sec. 5. 

It shall be the duty of the state live stock sanitary commission to purchase from time to time, as may 

be necessary, a sufficient number of tags for the state of Michigan, which tags shall be purchased 
from such commission by the treasurers of the counties as the same may be needed to comply with 
the provisions of this act. Such tags shall be sold at cost to the said treasurers. The state treasurer is 
hereby authorized to advance to the said commission, out of any funds of the state, such sum of 
money as may be necessary from time to time to pay for the tags so purchased by the state live stock 
sanitary commission, which sum shall be repaid to the state treasurer from the money collected from 
the county treasurers in payment for the tags. The said commission is hereby authorized to extend 30 

days' credit to any county treasurer for tags so purchased. The commission shall also furnish to each 

county treasurer, on or before November fifteenth of each year, a book containing proper forms for 
issuing dog licenses required in his county, together with the necessary blanks for the use of the 
supervisors and assessors of such county; such books and blanks shall be furnished to said 
commission by the board of state auditors without cost to said commission. The tags required by this 
act shall be not more than 1 1/2 inches in length and uniform in shape throughout the state, the 

general shape of which shall be changed from year to year; such tags shall have impressed upon them 
the calendar year for which they are issued and shall bear the name of the county issuing them and 
shall be numbered consecutively. 
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287.267 Dog license; tag, approval; kept on dog. 

Sec. 7. 

The county treasurer shall then deliver to said owner a license and also 1 of the tags approved by the 
director of agriculture, before mentioned, such tag to be affixed to a substantial collar to be furnished 
by the owner, which with the tag attached, shall at all times be kept on the dog for which the license 
is issued, except when such dog is engaged in lawful hunting accompanied by its owner or custodian. 

287.270 “Kennel” defined; kennel license; fee; tags; certificate; rules; inspection; 
exception. 

Sec. 10. 

For the purposes of this act, a kennel shall be construed as an establishment wherein or whereon 3 or 

more dogs are confined and kept for sale, boarding, breeding or training purposes, for remuneration, 
and a kennel facility shall be so constructed as to prevent the public or stray dogs from obtaining 
entrance thereto and gaining contact with dogs lodged in the kennel. Any person who keeps or 
operates a kennel may, in lieu of individual license required under this act, apply to the county 
treasurer for a kennel license entitling him to keep or operate a kennel. Proof of vaccination of dogs 

against rabies shall not be required with the application. The license shall be issued by the county 
treasurer on a form prepared and supplied by the director of the department of agriculture, and shall 
entitle the licensee to keep any number of dogs 6 months old or over not at any time exceeding a 
certain number to be specified in the license. The fee to be paid for a kennel license shall be $10.00 
for 10 dogs or less, and $25.00 for more than 10 dogs. A fee of double the original license fee shall be 
charged for each previously licensed kennel, whose kennel license is applied for after June 1. With 
each kennel license the county treasurer shall issue a number of metal tags equal to the number of 

dogs authorized to be kept in the kennel. All the tags shall bear the name of the county issuing it, the 
number of the kennel license, and shall be readily distinguishable from the individual license tags for 
the same year. 

The county treasurer or county animal control officer shall not issue a kennel license for a new kennel 
under the provisions of this act unless the applicant furnishes an inspection certificate signed by the 
director of the department of agriculture, or his authorized representative, stating that the kennel to 
be covered by the license complies with the reasonable sanitary requirements of the department of 
agriculture, and that the dogs therein are properly fed and protected from exposure commensurate 
with the breed of the dog. The director of the department of agriculture shall promulgate reasonable 

rules with respect to the inspections in the manner prescribed by law. The inspection shall be made 
not more than 30 days before filing the application for license. The provisions of this act shall not be 
effective in the counties of this state that are operating under the provisions of section 16 wherein the 
board of supervisors have appointed a county animal control officer with certain powers and duties, 
unless the counties by a resolution duly adopted by the board of supervisors accept the provisions of 
this act. 

287.273 License and tag; transferability. 

Sec. 13. 

No license or license tag issued for 1 dog shall be transferable to another dog. Whenever the 
ownership or possession of any dog is permanently transferred from 1 person to another within the 
same county, the license of such dog may be likewise transferred, upon notice given to the county 
treasurer who shall note such transfer upon his record. This act does not require the procurement of a 
new license, or the transfer of a license already secured, when the possession of a dog is temporarily 
transferred, for the purpose of hunting game, or for breeding, trial, or show, in the state of Michigan. 
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287.274 Application for license blanks and tags; issuance of dog licenses and tags; fee; 

return of unused tags, books, and receipts; contents of receipt; paying over money; 
resolution providing that clerk perform duties of treasurer. 

Sec. 14. 

(1) Every township or city treasurer shall, on or before December 1 each year, apply to the county 
treasurer for necessary license blanks and tags for the ensuing year and shall issue dog licenses and 
tags in a manner prescribed for issuing licenses by the county treasurer. Every township or city 
treasurer shall receive for the services of licensing dogs a reasonable fee at a rate determined by the 
county board of commissioners for each dog license issued. 

(2) Each township or city treasurer shall not later than March 1 each year, or June 1 each year for a 
county operating under section 6(3)(b) or (c), return to the county treasurer all unused tags, and the 

book or books from which dog licenses have been issued, containing receipts properly filled out, and 

showing the name of the person issued each license and the number of each license issued and a full 
description of each dog licensed. The township or city treasurer shall on or before March 1 each year, 
or June 1 each year for a county operating under section 6(3)(b) or (c), pay over all money received 
for issuing licenses less the amount set by the board of commissioners to be retained by the township 
or village for each license issued. 

(3) A city may, by resolution of its legislative body, provide that its clerk shall perform the duties by 
this act imposed on the treasurer. Upon the adoption of the resolution, the treasurer of a city is not 

required to issue licenses under this act but the clerk of the city shall perform, in the manner and 
under the terms and conditions, and with the same compensation, all of the duties imposed upon city 
treasurers by this act. 

(4) A township treasurer, city treasurer, or city clerk may enter an agreement with the county 
treasurer for the county treasurer to perform the duties of the township treasurer, city treasurer, or 
city clerk under this act. 

287.275 County treasurer's record; inspection. 

Sec. 15. 

The county treasurer shall keep a record of all dog licenses, and all kennel licenses, issued during the 

year in each city and township in his or her county. Such record shall contain the name and address of 
the person to whom each license is issued and the expiration date of each license. For an individual 
license, the record shall also state the breed, sex, age, color, and markings of the dog licensed; and 
for a kennel license, it shall state the place where the business is conducted. The record is a public 
record and shall be open to inspection during business hours. The county treasurer shall also keep an 
accurate record of all license fees collected by the county treasurer or paid over to him or her by any 
city or township treasurer. 

287.277 Identification and location of unlicensed dogs; public nuisance; list; 
commencement of proceedings. 

Sec. 17. 

The county treasurer may, based on records of the dogs actually licensed in each city or township of 
the county and any report under section 16, identify and locate all unlicensed dogs. A dog required to 
be licensed under this act that is unlicensed is a public nuisance. The county treasurer shall 
immediately list all unlicensed dogs identified under this section and shall deliver copies of the list to 

the prosecuting attorney of the county. Upon receipt of the name of an owner of an unlicensed dog 
from the county treasurer, the prosecuting attorney shall commence proceedings against the owner of 
the dog as required by this act. 
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322.353 Descriptions of lands sold; delivery by county treasurer to township supervisors. 

Sec. 53. 

The several county treasurers receiving such descriptions shall, on or before the first Monday of April, 
deliver to the supervisor of each township in which any of such lands are situated, a description of 
such lands therein, with the names of the purchasers of the same. 

322.512 Swamp land patents; annual list to county treasurer; assessment and taxation of 
lands. 

Sec. 2. 

It shall be the duty of such commissioner to furnish to the several county treasurers, in each year, 
and in time for assessment, a list of all such lands so patented according to the provisions of section 1 

of this act; and such lands so patented, shall be subject to assessment and taxation as other 
assessable and taxable lands. Lists of all lands now subject to be so patented, shall be furnished by 
said commissioner to the county treasurers, and by the county treasurers to the supervisors of the 
proper townships, in time for the assessment of the year 1869, so far as the same may be practicable. 

331.154 Board of trustees; oath; organization; officers; compensation; powers and duties; 
moneys; legal advisor; meetings; record; quorum; pecuniary interest; board as body 
corporate; suits; borrowing; bonds. 

Sec. 4. 

The trustees shall within 10 days after their appointment qualify by taking the oath of civil officers, 
and organize as a board of hospital trustees by the election of 1 of their number as chairman, 1 as 
secretary, and by the election of such other officer as they may deem necessary, but no bond shall be 

required of them. The county treasurer of the county in which such hospital is located shall be 

treasurer of the board of trustees. The treasurer shall receive and pay out all the moneys under the 
control of the board as ordered by it, but shall receive no compensation from such board. Each trustee 
may receive such compensation as shall be established by the county board of commissioners for his 
services in attending meetings of the board, and not to exceed 10 cents per mile for each mile 
necessarily traveled in going to and returning from the place of meeting each day the board is in 
session, when the rate of compensation and mileage as herein provided is approved by the board of 

commissioners, and such other necessary expenses as shall be allowed by the board of 
commissioners. The board of hospital trustees shall make and adopt such bylaws and rules for its own 
guidance and for the government of the hospital as may be deemed expedient for the economic and 
equitable conduct thereof not inconsistent with this act, and the ordinances of the city or town wherein 
such public hospital is located. It shall have the exclusive control of the expenditure of all moneys 
collected to the credit of the hospital fund, and of the purchase of sites, the purchase or construction 
of any hospital building, and of the supervision, care and custody of the grounds, rooms or buildings 

purchased, constructed, leased or set apart for that purpose. All moneys received for such hospital 
shall be deposited in the treasury of the county to the credit of the hospital fund, and paid out only 

upon warrants drawn by the auditor of the county or by the county clerk in counties not having a 
county auditor upon the properly authenticated vouchers of the hospital board. The board of hospital 
trustees shall appoint a chief executive officer, who shall be its direct representative in the 
management of the hospital. The board of trustees may appoint an attorney to serve as its legal 
advisor. The board shall in general carry out the spirit and intent of this act in establishing and 

maintaining a public county hospital with equal rights to all and privileges to none. The board of 
hospital trustees shall hold meetings at least once each month, shall keep a complete record of all its 
proceedings and 4 members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 
One of the trustees shall visit and examine the hospital at least twice each month and the board shall, 
no later than the first week in October of each year, file with the board of commissioners of the county 
a report of its proceedings with reference to the hospital, and a statement of all receipts and 

expenditures during the year; and shall at such times certify the amount necessary to maintain and 
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improve the hospital for the ensuing year. No trustee shall have a personal pecuniary interest either 

directly or indirectly in the purchase of any supplies, equipment and other materials of a cost more 
than $500.00 per annum for said hospital, unless the same are purchased by competitive bidding. 

Each board shall constitute a body corporate and may sue and be sued. It shall be lawful for the board 
to borrow a sum of money equal to 3/4 the amount due or owing the county from the state in 
accordance with section 9 of Act No. 177 of the Public Acts of 1925, as amended, being section 

332.159 of the Compiled Laws of 1948, and to issue bonds or notes therefor to be repaid from the 
receipt from the state of such amount due or owing the county. 

380.1226 Statement of assessed valuation of school district. 

Sec. 1226. 

Each county treasurer shall furnish the state board on or before May 1 following the receipt of the 

assessment rolls a statement of the assessed valuation of each school district and fraction of a school 
district within the county upon forms furnished by the state board. 

380.1611 Certification of school property taxes; approval of city governing body; 
assessment, spread, and collection of taxes; remittance of collections; expenses; 

limitations; powers and duties of city officers; school taxes as lien; penalties, interest, and 
collection charges. 

Sec. 1611. 

(1) Upon the approval of the city governing body before January 1, 1983, the board of a school district 

or intermediate school district situated in whole or in part in a city may certify either the total or 1/2 
of the levy of school property taxes on the city portion of the school district or intermediate school 
district. If certified, or if approval of the city governing body is not given before January 1, 1983 and a 
city agrees or elects pursuant to section 1613 to collect either the total or 1/2 of the levy of school 

taxes on the taxable property of the city portion of the school district or intermediate school district, 
the appropriate officials of that city in which the school district or intermediate school district is located 
shall assess, spread, and collect these school taxes and shall remit the collections to the school district 

or intermediate school district as provided in Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, being sections 
211.1 to 211.157 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

(2) Except where a city assessed and collected school taxes pursuant to this section prior to December 
31, 1974, reasonable expenses incurred by the city in assessing and collecting the school taxes, to the 
extent that those expenses are in addition to the expenses of assessing and collecting other taxes at 
the same time and, except as otherwise agreed to by the city and school district or intermediate 
school district, exceed the amount of any fee and charge imposed by the city on collection of the 
school taxes, shall be billed to and paid by the school board of education or intermediate school board. 
However, if these additional reasonable expenses are allowed by this section to a city exercising its 
option under section 1613(3), the following limitations shall apply: 

(a) These additional reasonable expenses shall not exceed the amount specified in the statement 

required by section 1613(4)(b) as the actual cost of collection in addition to fees and charges 
authorized by section 1613(4)(g) that the treasurer of the school district, intermediate school district, 
or county has determined to be imposed. 

(b) The total reasonable expenses, without deduction because the expense is part of the expense of 
assessing and collecting other taxes at the same time and including fees and charges imposed by the 
city on the collection of the school taxes, shall not exceed the amount specified in the statement 
required by section 1613(4)(b) as the aggregate amount of the costs of collection the district has 
determined to incur itself or the county treasurer may receive from district payments and from fees 
and charges imposed pursuant to section 1613(4)(g). 
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(3) In proceedings for the assessment, spreading, and collection of taxes for school purposes in the 

school district or intermediate school district, and for the receipt and disbursement of money 
belonging to the school district or intermediate district, the city assessing officer, city clerk, and city 
treasurer of the city in which the school district or intermediate school district is situated shall have 

like powers and duties as prescribed by the laws of this state for township supervisors, township 
clerks, and township treasurers. 

(4) School taxes collected by a city shall become a lien against the property on which assessed in the 
same manner and on the same date as city taxes or, if the city approves the collection of school taxes 
on a date other than the date it collects the city taxes, on July 1. The school taxes which are collected 
with the city taxes shall be subject to the same penalties, interest, and collection charges as city taxes 
and shall be returned as delinquent to the county treasurer in the same manner and with the same 
interest, penalties, and fees as city taxes are returned. School taxes collected by a city pursuant to 
this section on a date other than a date it collects city taxes shall be subject to the same fees and 

charges a city may impose under section 44 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, being section 
211.44 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. School taxes collected pursuant to this section on or before 

September 14 of each year by a city that collects school taxes on a date other than the date it collects 
city taxes shall be without interest, but such taxes collected after September 14 in each year shall 
bear interest at the rate imposed by section 59 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, being section 
211.59 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, on delinquent property tax levies which became a lien in the 

same year. All interest and penalties that are imposed prior to the date these taxes are returned 
delinquent and that are attributable to school taxes other than collection fees shall belong to the 
school district or intermediate school district. The collection fees if imposed shall be retained by the 
city. 

380.1613 Imposition of summer property tax levy; resolution; applicability; agreement to 
collect summer levy; request; notice of meeting; negotiation of reasonable collection 
expenses; collection of summer property tax levy by school district; notice; option to 
reconsider; applicable law; delivery of certified copy of assessment roll; cost; bonding; 
duration of agreement; current school tax collection fund; deposits and withdrawals; 

investment of surplus money; annual report; transfer or appropriation of fund money; using 

surplus to reduce costs; deferring collection of summer property taxes against certain 
property; publication and assistance requirements. 

Sec. 1613. 

(1) By adoption of a resolution of its board before February 1, 1983, or before January 1 in any year 

thereafter, a school district or intermediate school district may determine to impose a summer 
property tax levy, which resolution by its terms may be applicable until revoked by the board of the 
school district or intermediate school district or for levies in any year specified therein. For each year 
such a resolution applies the school district or intermediate school district that has adopted the 
resolution shall request, before February 1, 1983 or before January 1 in any year thereafter, each city 
and township in which it is located to agree to collect the summer levy in that year of either the total 

or 1/2, as specified in the resolution, of the school property taxes. Notice of the meeting of the 
respective school district board or intermediate school district board at which this resolution will be 
offered for adoption shall be published by the district, not less than 6 days before holding the meeting, 

in a newspaper of general circulation in the school district or intermediate school district. This notice 
shall specify the time, date, and place of the public meeting, shall be not less than 8 vertical inches 
and 4 horizontal inches, shall be in not less than 12-point type, shall be preceded by a headline in not 
less than 18-point type stating “Notice of a public meeting to institute a summer property tax levy”, 

shall contain a concise statement of the contents and purpose of the proposed resolution, and shall 
not be placed in that portion of the newspaper reserved for legal notices and classified 
advertisements. Upon receipt of the request, the governing body of the city or township shall 
negotiate the reasonable expenses for collection of the school district's or intermediate school district's 
summer property tax levy that the city or township may bill under section 1611 or 1612. If a city or 
township and the school district or intermediate school district reach an agreement within 30 days of 
receipt of the district's request for the collection of the district's summer property tax levy, including 

an agreement to the amount of reasonable expenses that the city or township may bill under section 
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1611 or 1612, section 1611 shall govern the other terms of a city's agreement and section 1612 shall 
govern the other terms of a township's agreement. 

(2) If a city or township and the school district or intermediate school district fail to reach an 
agreement pursuant to subsection (1) for the collection of the summer property tax levy of a school 
district or intermediate school district subject to subsection (3), the school district or intermediate 
school district then may negotiate, until April 1, a proposed agreement with the county treasurer to 

collect its summer property tax levy against property located in that city or township. If a proposed 
agreement with the county treasurer has not been reached by April 1, the school district or 
intermediate school district may determine to serve as the property tax collecting unit and collect its 
own summer property tax levy against property in that city or township. 

(3) If, pursuant to subsection (2), the school district or intermediate school district has determined to 
collect its own summer property tax levy or has reached a proposed agreement with a county 
treasurer on the collection of its summer property tax levy against property located in a city or 
township with which an agreement to collect this levy could not be made pursuant to subsection (1), 

the school district shall notify by April 15 that city or township of the terms of the statement required 

by subsection (4)(b) and the city or township shall have 15 days in which to exercise an option to 
collect the school district's or intermediate school district's summer property tax levy pursuant to the 
terms of section 1611 or 1612. 

(4) Collection of all or part of a school district's or intermediate school district's property tax levy by a 
county treasurer or by the school district or intermediate school district shall comply with all of the 
following: 

(a) Collection shall be either 1/2 or the total of the property tax levy against the properties, as 
specified for that year in the resolution of the district. 

(b) The actual cost of the collection which the school district or intermediate school district has agreed 
to incur itself or to pay the county treasurer that is in addition to any fees imposed pursuant to 

subdivision (g), and the aggregate amount of costs of collection the district has agreed to incur or the 
county treasurer may receive from district payments and from fees and charges imposed pursuant to 
subdivision (g) shall be stated in writing and reported to the state treasurer. 

(c) Before June 30 the county treasurer or, if the district is collecting its own summer property tax 
levy, the treasurer of the school district or intermediate school district shall spread the taxes being 
collected in terms of millages on the assessment roll, assess the amount of tax levied in proportion to 

the state equalized valuation, and prepare a tax roll which commands the appropriate treasurer to 
collect on July 1 the taxes indicated as due on the tax roll. 

(d) Taxes authorized to be collected shall become a lien against the property on which assessed, and 
due from the owner of that property, on July 1. 

(e) Taxes shall be collected on or before September 14 and all taxes and interest imposed pursuant to 
subdivision (f) unpaid before March 1 shall be returned as delinquent on March 1. Taxes delinquent 

under this subdivision shall be collected pursuant to Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, as 
amended. 

(f) Interest shall be added to taxes collected after September 14 at that rate imposed by section 59 of 
Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, being section 211.59 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, on 
delinquent property tax levies which became a lien in the same year. 

(g) All or a portion of fees or charges, or both, authorized under section 44 of Act No. 206 of the 
Public Acts of 1893, being section 211.44 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, may be imposed on taxes 
paid before March 1 and shall be retained by the treasurer actually performing the collection of the 
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summer property tax levy of the school district or intermediate school district, regardless of whether 
all or part of these fees or charges, or both, have been waived by the township or city. 

(5) An agreement for the collection of a summer property tax levy of a school district or intermediate 
school district with a county treasurer shall include a schedule for delivering collections to the school 
district or intermediate school district. 

(6) To the extent applicable and consistent with the requirements of this section, the provisions of Act 
No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, shall apply to proceedings in relation to the assessment, 
spreading, and collection of taxes pursuant to this section. Additionally, in relation to the assessment, 

spreading, and collection of taxes pursuant to this section, the county treasurer or, if the district is 
collecting its own summer property tax levy, the treasurer of the school district or intermediate school 
district shall have powers and duties similar to those prescribed by Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 
1893, for township supervisors, township clerks, and township treasurers. However, this section shall 
not be considered to transfer any authority over the assessment of property. 

(7) If a county treasurer or the treasurer of a school district or intermediate school district collects the 
summer property tax levy of the district, the township or city shall deliver by June 1 a certified copy of 
the assessment roll containing state equalized valuations for each parcel of taxable property in the 
township or city to the treasurer collecting the summer property tax levy of the school district or 

intermediate school district. The county treasurer or the treasurer of a school district or intermediate 
school district receiving this certified copy of the assessment roll shall remit the necessary cost 
incident to the reproduction of the assessment roll to the township or city. 

(8) A county treasurer or treasurer of a school district or intermediate school district collecting taxes 
pursuant to this section shall be bonded for tax collection in the same amount and in the same 
manner as a township treasurer would be for undertaking the duties prescribed by this section. 

(9) An agreement for the collection of a summer property tax levy between a school district or 
intermediate school district and a county may cover summer collections for 2 years. If an agreement 

covers summer collections for 2 years, the resolution and request required by subsection (1), the 
notice required by subsection (2), and the option to reconsider provided by subsection (3) shall not 
apply for summer collections in the second year. 

(10) If collections are made pursuant to this section by a county treasurer or by the treasurer of a 
school district or intermediate school district, all payments from a school district or intermediate 
school district for collecting its summer property tax levy and all revenues generated from collection 

fees shall be deposited, when received or collected, in a current school tax collection fund, which fund 
shall be used by the county treasurer or treasurer of the school district or intermediate school district 
to pay for the cost of collecting the district's summer property tax levy. The current school tax 
collection fund shall be segregated from all other funds and once the current school tax collection fund 
has been established money shall not be withdrawn except upon an order, check, or draft of the 
collecting treasurer for the purpose of paying 1 or more of the following costs: 

(a) The cost of special deputy treasurers and equipment directly involved in the collection of current 
property taxes. 

(b) The cost of all services determined necessary by the collecting treasurer to collect the summer 
property tax levy of the school district or intermediate school district. 

(c) The contract payments to any person, firm, or corporation employed by the collecting treasurer to 
assist in the collection of the current property taxes. 

(11) All surplus money in a current school tax collection fund shall be invested by the collecting 
treasurer in any investment authorized by Act No. 20 of the Public Acts of 1943, being sections 129.91 
to 129.93 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. The county treasurer and the treasurer of a school district 
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or intermediate school district shall publish, on March 1 of the year after the treasurer first collects the 

summer property tax levy of a school district or intermediate school district and each year thereafter, 
an annual report on the status of the fund for the last year ending December 31. The report shall 
show the total charges, expenses, and year-end surplus. 

(12) Money in the current school tax collection fund shall not be transferred to the general fund of the 
county, school district, or intermediate school district or made the subject of appropriation by the 

county, school district, or intermediate school district. Any surplus in a current school tax collection 
fund shall be used by the county treasurer, school district treasurer, or intermediate school district 
treasurer to reduce the following costs for the next summer property tax levy of a school district or 
intermediate school district that is collected by the county treasurer, school district treasurer, or 
intermediate school district treasurer: 

(a) The costs of collection, in excess of fees and charges, incurred or paid pursuant to subsection 
(4)(b). 

(b) The fees and charges imposed pursuant to subsection (4)(g). 

(13) A city treasurer, township treasurer, county treasurer, school district treasurer, or intermediate 
school district treasurer that collects pursuant to this section, section 1611, or section 1612 the 
summer property tax levy of a school district or intermediate school district against property eligible 
for a deferral of summer property taxes under section 51 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 1893, 
being section 211.51 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and, if not otherwise eligible for deferral 

thereunder, against property classified as agricultural real property if the gross receipts of the 
agricultural or horticultural operations in the previous year or the average gross receipts of such 
operations in the previous 3 years are not less than the household income of the owner in the 
previous year shall defer the collection of these summer property taxes without penalty or interest 
until the following February 15 upon a filing by the taxpayer of an intent to defer with the property tax 
collecting treasurer in the same manner as provided by section 51 of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 
1893. The treasurer of a city, township, school district, intermediate school district, or county who 

collects the summer property tax levy of a school district or intermediate school district also shall 
comply with the publication and assistance requirements of section 51 of Act No. 206 of the Public 
Acts of 1893, with respect to property eligible for a deferral under this subsection. 

397.32 Penal fines; apportionment to county library boards. 

Sec. 2. 

The proceeds of all fines for any breach of the penal laws of this state when collected in any county 
and paid into the county treasury, together with all moneys heretofore collected and paid into the 

county treasury on account of such fines and not already apportioned, shall be apportioned by the 
county treasurer in accordance with the directions of the state board for libraries, as provided in 
section 8, before August 1 of each year among those public libraries and county libraries established 
under Act No. 138 of the Public Acts of 1917, as amended, being sections 397.301 to 397.305 of the 
Compiled Laws of 1948, or Act No. 250 of the Public Acts of 1931, as amended, being sections 

397.151 to 397.158 of the Compiled Laws of 1948, or county library boards in each county entitled to 

such fines under this act on a per capita basis determined by the population of the governmental unit 
supporting the library according to the latest decennial or special federal census. 

400.73a County treasurer as custodian of moneys; creation of social welfare fund; deposits; 

requirements; financial practices. 

Sec. 73a. 

(1) The county treasurer is designated as the custodian of all moneys provided for the use of the 
county department of social services. The treasurer shall create and maintain a social welfare fund. 
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The following moneys, exclusive of funds which must be deposited in the child care fund, shall be 
deposited in the social welfare fund: 

(a) All moneys raised by the county for the use of the county department of social services. 

(b) All funds made available to the county department of social services by the state and federal 
governments. 

(c) All refunds and collections arising out of reimbursements to the county department of social 
services. 

(d) All funds made available to the county department from any other source whatsoever. 

(2) Money in the social welfare fund shall remain separate and apart from all other funds of the county 
and shall not be transferred to or commingled with other funds of the county. The fund shall be used 
exclusively for carrying out the purposes authorized by this act. 

(3) The state department shall prescribe, with respect to the social welfare fund, such subaccounts 
and expenditure classifications as the state department deems suitable, to comply with requirements 
to secure federal funds, to facilitate uniform reporting, and for other purposes. The state department 
may promulgate rules, plans, procedures, and controls with respect to accounting, disbursements, and 
any other kind of element of financial transactions in connection with the social welfare fund. The 
county board of commissioners may establish further financial practices not inconsistent with the 

above. The state department shall prescribe the manner and extent to which the county department 
shall keep on file vouchers or other authorizations to show the items and reasons for which money is 
disbursed. 

427.205 Sale of unclaimed property; balance, when paid to county treasurer; affidavit. 

Sec. 5. 

In case such balance shall not be demanded and paid as specified in the last section within said 10 
days, then within 5 days thereafter said keeper of a hotel, inn, boarding house, lodging house, or 

furnished apartment shall pay said balance to the treasurer of the county in which such hotel, inn, 
boarding house, lodging house, or furnished apartment shall be situated, and shall at the same time 
file with said treasurer an affidavit made by him, in which shall be stated the name and place of 
residence, so far as they are known to him, of the guest, boarder or person, whose goods, baggage or 
chattel articles were sold, the articles sold and the price at which they were sold, the name and 
residence of the auctioneer making the sale, and a copy of the notice published and how served, 
whether by personal service or by mailing, and if not so served and the reason thereof. 

427.206 Sale of unclaimed property; balance, when paid to county treasurer; ultimate 
disposition of surplus. 

Sec. 6. 

Said treasurer shall keep said surplus and moneys for, and credit the same to the person named in 
said affidavit as said guest, boarder, or person leaving the articles sold, and shall pay the same to said 
person, his or her agent or attorney, executors or administrators, upon demand and evidence 

satisfactory to said treasurer furnished of their identity: Provided, That if said amount be not claimed 
within 2 years from the date of sale, it shall be placed in and become a part of the contingent fund of 
the county. 
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446.26 Auctioneers; bond, delivery to county treasurer. 

Sec. 26. 

Any citizen of this state may become an auctioneer within the county in which he resides, on 
executing and delivering to the treasurer of such county, a bond in the penal sum of 2,500 dollars, 
with 2 or more sufficient sureties to be approved by such treasurer, conditioned for the payment to 
such treasurer, of all auction duties upon goods or property which may be sold by him, according to 
law. 

446.28 Auctioneers; statement on oath, time, contents. 

Sec. 28. 

If such auctioneer reside in either of the cities of this state, he shall on the first Monday of each 

month, and if he reside in any other place, then on the first Monday of April and October in each and 
every year, make out a statement in writing, verified by his oath, and deliver the same to the county 
treasurer, in which statement he shall designate particularly: 

1. The sums for which all the goods, at every auction held by him after delivering such bond, or the 
date of his last preceding statement, were sold: 

2. The days on which sales were so made by him, and the amount of sales on each day: 

3. The amount of duties chargeable under the provisions of this chapter. 

446.29 Statement on oath; delivery to county treasurer; payment of duties, record. 

Sec. 29. 

Every such statement, verified, as aforesaid, shall, within 10 days after the date thereof, be delivered 
by such auctioneer to the treasurer of the county in which he resides, and such auctioneer shall, at 
the time of delivering such statement, pay over to such county treasurer the duties chargeable by law 

upon the sales specified in such statement, and take the treasurer's receipt therefor, which receipt 
shall be countersigned by the clerk of the same county, who shall make an entry of the amount 
thereof, in a proper book to be kept by him for that purpose. 

446.30 Statement on oath; forwarding to state treasurer; payment over of duties. 

Sec. 30. 

Each county treasurer shall, immediately after receiving the statement, forward it to the state 

treasurer, and shall pay over all auction duties received by him or her to the state treasurer, in the 
manner directed by the state treasurer. 

552.23 Judgment of divorce or separate maintenance; further award of real and personal 

estate; transmittal of payments to department of human services; service fee; failure or 
refusal to pay service fee; contempt; “state disbursement unit” or “SDU” defined. 

Sec. 23. 

(1) Upon entry of a judgment of divorce or separate maintenance, if the estate and effects awarded to 

either party are insufficient for the suitable support and maintenance of either party and any children 
of the marriage who are committed to the care and custody of either party, the court may also award 
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to either party the part of the real and personal estate of either party and spousal support out of the 

real and personal estate, to be paid to either party in gross or otherwise as the court considers just 
and reasonable, after considering the ability of either party to pay and the character and situation of 
the parties, and all the other circumstances of the case. 

(2) Upon certification by a county department of human services that a complainant or petitioner in a 
proceeding under this chapter is receiving public assistance either personally or for children of the 

marriage, payments received by the friend of the court or the state disbursement unit for the support 
and education of the children or maintenance of the party shall be transmitted to the department of 
human services. 

(3) If the court appoints the friend of the court custodian, receiver, trustee, or escrow agent of assets 
owned by a husband and wife, or either of them, the court may fix the amount of the fee for such 
service, to be turned over to the county treasurer and credited to the general fund of the county. The 
court may hold in contempt a person who fails or refuses to pay a fee ordered under this subsection. 

600.871 Decedents' estates; fees; payment; final accounting; receipt; duties of probate 
court. 

Sec. 871. 

(1) In all decedents' estates in which proceedings are instituted for probate, the probate court shall 
charge and collect the following fees as an expense of administration on the value of all assets, as of 
the date of death of the decedent, as follows: 

(a) In an estate of value of less than $1,000.00, $5.00 plus 1% of the amount over $500.00. 

(b) In an estate of value of $1,000.00 or more, but less than $3,000.00, $25.00. 

(c) In an estate of value of $3,000.00 or more but less than $10,000.00, $25.00 plus 5/8 of 1% of the 
amount over $3,000.00. 

(d) In an estate of value of $10,000.00 or more but less than $25,000.00, $68.75 plus 1/2 of 1% of 
the amount over $10,000.00. 

(e) In an estate of value of $25,000.00 but less than $50,000.00, $143.75 plus 3/8 of 1% of the 
amount over $25,000.00. 

(f) In an estate of value of $50,000.00 but less than $100,000.00, $237.50 plus 1/4 of 1% of the 
amount over $50,000.00. 

(g) In an estate of value of $100,000.00 to $500,000.00, $362.50 plus 1/8 of 1% of the amount over 
$100,000.00. 

(h) For each additional $100,000.00 value, or larger fraction thereof, over $500,000.00, $62.50. 

(i) For each additional $100,000.00 value, or larger fraction thereof, over $1,000,000.00, $31.25. 

(2) Until December 31, 2017, in calculating a fee under subsection (1), if real property that is included 
in the estate is encumbered by or used as security for an indebtedness, the amount of the 
indebtedness shall be deducted from the value of the real property. 

(3) The fees in subsection (1), rounded to the whole dollar, are due and payable to the probate court 
on or before the closing of the estate or within 1 year after the commencement of probate 
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proceedings, whichever occurs first. A final accounting shall not be accepted by the probate court until 

the fees are paid in full and shown as part of the final accounting. An official receipt shall be issued to 
the payer when the fees are collected. 

(4) By March 31, 2015 and each March 31 until March 31, 2018, the probate court shall do all of the 
following: 

(a) Calculate the value of all assets in each estate in the immediately preceding calendar year. 

(b) If real property that is included in the estate is encumbered by or used as security for an 
indebtedness, subtract from the result of the calculation in subdivision (a) the total amount of the 
indebtedness. 

(c) Calculate the total amount of all fees collected under subsection (1) in the immediately preceding 
calendar year. 

(d) Submit to the state court administrative office the results under subdivisions (a), (b), and (c). 

600.874 Probate court; charge and collection of fees; waiver of fee for conduct of marriage 
ceremony; remittance. 

Sec. 874. 

(1) The probate court shall charge and collect the following fees: 

(a) For performing a marriage ceremony, $10.00. 

(b) For issuance of a commission to take testimony, $7.00. 

(c) For taking, certifying, sealing, and forwarding depositions, $5.00, and 10 cents per page, which 
fees shall be considered as costs in the case; and for each copy of the deposition furnished, 3 cents 
per page. 

(2) A probate judge may waive the fee for performing a marriage ceremony if the parties to the 
marriage are indigent. 

(3) A fee paid under subsection (1)(a) shall be remitted to the probate court for the county in which 
the probate judge performing the marriage serves. 

600.877 Fees; time of payment. 

Sec. 877. 

All fees received by the probate court during each month under sections 871 to 874 shall be paid on 
or before the tenth day of the succeeding month as follows: 

(a) Until December 31, 2017, 47.5% of each fee shall be paid to the county treasurer and credited to 
the county general fund. Beginning January 1, 2018, 40% of each fee shall be paid to the county 
treasurer and credited to the county general fund. 

(b) Until December 31, 2017, 52.5% of each fee shall be paid to the state treasurer and credited to 
the state general fund. Beginning January 1, 2018, 60% of each fee shall be paid to the state 
treasurer and credited to the state general fund. 
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600.2529 Fees paid to clerk of circuit court; payment in full; payment of fees to county 

treasurer; deposit and use to fund certain services; waiving or suspending fees; affidavit of 
indigency or inability to pay; court order to pay all or part of fee to other party; payment of 
fee not required. 

Sec. 2529. 

(1) In the circuit court, the following fees shall be paid to the clerk of the court: 

(a) Before filing a civil action, including an action for superintending control or another extraordinary 
writ, the party filing the action shall pay a fee of $150.00. This subdivision does not apply to an action 
brought exclusively under section 2950, 2950a, or 2950h to 2950m or an action for a writ of habeas 
corpus. The clerk at the end of each month shall transmit for each fee collected under this subdivision 
within the month $31.00 to the county treasurer and the balance of the filing fee to the state 
treasurer for deposit in the civil filing fee fund created in section 171. 

(b) Before filing a claim of appeal or motion for leave to appeal from the district court, probate court, 

a municipal court, or an administrative tribunal or agency, the appellant or moving party shall pay a 
fee of $150.00. For each fee collected under this subdivision, the clerk shall transmit $31.00 to the 
county treasurer and the balance of the fee to the state treasurer for deposit in the civil filing fee fund 
created in section 171. 

(c) At the time a trial by jury is demanded, the party making the demand shall pay a fee of $85.00. 
Failure to pay the fee at the time the demand is made constitutes a waiver of the right to a jury trial. 
The fee paid shall be taxed in favor of the party paying it if the party recovers a judgment for costs. 
For each fee collected under this subdivision, the clerk shall transmit $25.00 to the state treasurer for 
deposit in the juror compensation reimbursement fund created in section 151d. 

(d) At the time an action in which the custody, support, or parenting time of a minor child is to be 
determined or modified is filed, the party filing the action shall pay 1 of the following fees: 

(i) In an action in which the custody or parenting time of a minor child is to be determined or 
modified, $80.00. 

(ii) In an action in which the support of a minor child is to be determined or modified, $40.00. This fee 
does not apply if a fee is paid under subparagraph (i). 

(e) Except as otherwise provided in this section, on filing a motion, the moving party shall pay a fee of 
$20.00. In conjunction with an action brought under section 2950 or 2950a, a motion fee shall not be 
collected for a motion to dismiss the petition, a motion to modify, rescind, or terminate a personal 

protection order, or a motion to show cause for a violation of a personal protection order. A motion fee 
shall not be collected for a motion to dismiss a proceeding to enforce a foreign protection order or a 
motion to show cause for a violation of a foreign protection order under sections 2950h to 2950m. A 
motion fee shall not be collected for a request for a hearing to contest income withholding under 

section 7 of the support and parenting time enforcement act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.607. For each fee 
collected under this subdivision, the clerk shall transmit $10.00 to the state treasurer for deposit in 
the state court fund created by section 151a. 

(f) For services under the direction of the court that are not specifically provided for in this section 

related to receiving, safekeeping, or expending money, purchasing, taking, or transferring a security, 
or collecting interest on a security, a party shall pay the allowance and compensation that the court 
determines to be just as ordered by the court after notice to the parties. 

(g) Upon appeal to the court of appeals or the supreme court, the appellant shall pay $25.00. 
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(h) The applicant or requesting party shall pay $15.00 as a service fee for each writ of garnishment, 
attachment, or execution and each judgment debtor discovery subpoena issued. 

(2) The fees paid as provided in this section are payment in full for all clerk, entry, and judgment fees 
in an action from the commencement of the action to and including the issuance and return of the 
execution or other final process, and are taxable as costs. 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the fees paid under this section shall be paid to the 
county treasurer as required by law. 

(4) At the end of each month, each fee collected under subsection (1)(d)(i) shall be paid to the county 
treasurer and deposited by the county treasurer as provided under section 2530 to be used to fund 
services that are not title IV-D services. The fee collected under subsection (1)(d)(ii) shall be paid to 
the county treasurer and deposited by the county treasurer as provided under section 2530. 

(5) The court shall order any of the fees prescribed in this section waived or suspended, in whole or in 
part, upon a showing by affidavit of indigency or inability to pay. 

(6) If the person filing an action described in subsection (1)(d) is a public officer acting in his or her 
official capacity, if the final judgment or order is submitted with the initial filing as a consent judgment 

or order, or if other good cause is shown, the court shall order the fee under subsection (1)(d) waived 
or suspended. If a fee is waived or suspended and the action is contested, the court may require that 
1 or more of the parties to the action pay the fee under subsection (1)(d). 

(7) The court may order a party to pay the other party all or part of a fee paid by the other party 
under subsection (1)(d). 

(8) A party is not required to pay a fee under this section if the party is filing a child protective action 
or a delinquency action under section 2 of chapter XIIA of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, 
MCL 712A.2, or under the young adult voluntary foster care act, 2011 PA 225, MCL 400.641 to 
400.671. 

600.2530 Deposit of fees in friend of the court fund; exception; appropriation by county 
board of commissioners; remitting sums collected to state; appropriation by legislature; 
remittance to law enforcement agency. 

Sec. 2530. 

(1) Except in any judicial circuit in which employees serving in the circuit court are employees of the 
state judicial council, the county treasurer shall deposit all fees collected under section 2529(1)(d) and 
1/2 of the costs collected under sections 31, 32, and 44 of the support and parenting time 
enforcement act, Act No. 295 of the Public Acts of 1982, being sections 552.631, 552.632, and 
552.644 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, in a fund created for that purpose to be known as the friend 

of the court fund. The county treasurer shall create the friend of the court fund as an interest bearing 
account, and interest earned shall be credited to the account to be used as provided in this section. 

(2) The county board of commissioners shall appropriate all sums in this fund and additionally shall 
annually appropriate from the county general fund an amount not less than the total amount 
appropriated for the office of the friend of the court in the county's last fiscal year ending before July 
1, 1983, for the purpose of fulfilling the statutory obligations of the friend of the court as provided in 
the friend of the court act, Act No. 294 of the Public Acts of 1982, being sections 552.501 to 552.535 
of the Michigan Compiled Laws, and Act No. 295 of the Public Acts of 1982, being sections 552.601 to 
552.650 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. Money transmitted to the county treasurer under section 31 

of Act No. 295 of the Public Acts of 1982 shall supplement and not supplant other money appropriated 
by the county for friend of the court functions as measured by amounts appropriated by the county for 
those functions in previous and current fiscal years. 
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(3) In a judicial circuit in which employees serving in the circuit court are employees of the state 

judicial council, the county treasurer shall remit all sums collected under section 2529(1)(d) and 1/2 
of the costs collected under sections 31, 32, and 44 of Act No. 295 of the Public Acts of 1982 to the 
state as provided in section 595(4). As provided in section 595(1), the legislature annually shall 

appropriate the amount received under this subsection for the purpose of fulfilling the statutory 
obligations of the friend of the court in the third judicial circuit as provided in Act No. 294 of the Public 
Acts of 1982 and Act No. 295 of the Public Acts of 1982. 

(4) The county treasurer shall remit 1/2 of the costs actually paid by a payer as ordered by the court 
under section 31, 32, or 44 of Act No. 295 of the Public Acts of 1982 to the law enforcement agency 
that executes the bench warrant issued for the arrest of that payer. 

600.4841 Collections; payment to county treasurer. 

Sec. 4841. 

(1) All officers or other persons who collect or receive any moneys on account of any penalty shall pay 
over the same to the county treasurer on or before the last day of the month following. 

(2) Upon learning that any person has neglected to pay over such moneys within such time, the 
county treasurer shall proceed in the circuit court for the county to collect such moneys. 

600.4845 Moneys from fines and penalties; duties of county treasurer. 

Sec. 4845. 

(1) The county treasurer shall credit all fines for the violation of the penal laws to the library fund and 
all other penalties to the general fund; and he shall account therefor to the board of supervisors 
annually. 

(2) In case of the sale of any real estate upon an execution upon judgment rendered for the breach of 
any recognizance in any criminal case the county treasurer shall, in case there are no bidders to the 
full amount of any such judgment or the value of the property advertised, bid off the same. If the 

same is not redeemed within the time allowed by law for the redemption thereof, the county treasurer 
shall sell the same for the best price he can obtain therefor, and place the money received in the 
general fund. 

600.4851 County law library fund; maximum sums credited from library fund; payment 
upon order of circuit judge or presiding judge; annual report. 

Sec. 4851. 

(1) In each county the county treasurer shall credit semiannually to a fund to be known as the county 
law library fund, from the library fund, an amount as follows: 

(a) In counties having a population of 250,000 or more, but less than 1,000,000 inhabitants, the sum 
credited shall not exceed: 

(i) For 1981, $4,000.00. 

(ii) For 1982, $6,250.00. 

(iii) For 1983 and each year thereafter, $8,500.00. 
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(b) In counties having a population of 50,000 or more, but less than 250,000 inhabitants, the sum 
credited shall not exceed: 

(i) For 1981, $3,000.00. 

(ii) For 1982, $4,750.00. 

(iii) For 1983 and each year thereafter, $6,500.00. 

(c) In counties of 35,000 or more, but less than 50,000 inhabitants, the sum credited shall not 
exceed: 

(i) For 1981, $2,000.00. 

(ii) For 1982, $3,250.00. 

(iii) For 1983 and each year thereafter, $4,500.00. 

(d) In counties of 20,000 or more, but less than 35,000 inhabitants, the sum credited shall not 
exceed: 

(i) For 1981, $1,500.00. 

(ii) For 1982, $2,500.00. 

(iii) For 1983 and each year thereafter, $3,500.00. 

(e) In counties of 10,000 or more, but less than 20,000 inhabitants, the sum credited shall not 
exceed: 

(i) For 1981, $1,000.00. 

(ii) For 1982, $1,750.00. 

(iii) For 1983 and each year thereafter, $2,500.00. 

(f) In counties of less than 10,000 inhabitants, the sum credited shall not exceed: 

(i) For 1981, $750.00. 

(ii) For 1982, $1,375.00. 

(iii) For 1983 and each year thereafter, $2,000.00. 

(2) All money credited to the county law library fund shall be paid out by the county treasurer only 
upon the order of the circuit judge in multiple county circuits or upon the order of the presiding judge 
in single county circuits for the purpose of establishing, operating, and maintaining a law library for 
the use of the circuit, district, and probate courts in the county and for the officers of the courts and 
persons having business in the courts. 

(3) The county law librarian, or other person as the circuit or presiding judge shall designate, shall 
make a detailed report before January 2 of each year of the sums expended for books for the county 
law library. The annual report shall be filed with the county clerk. 
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600.6093 Recovery of judgment against township, village, city, or county. 

Sec. 6093. 

(1) Whenever judgment is recovered against any township, village, or city, or against the trustees or 
common council, or officers thereof, in any action prosecuted by or against them in their name of 
office, the clerk of the court shall, on the application of the party in whose favor judgment is rendered, 
his attorney, executor, administrator, or assigns, make and deliver to the party so applying a certified 
transcript of the judgment, showing the amount and date thereof, with the rate of interest thereon, 
and of the costs as taxed under the seal of the court, if in a court having a seal. The party obtaining 

the certified transcript may file it with the supervisor of the township, if the judgment is against the 
township, or with the assessing officer or officers of the city or village, if the judgment is against a city 
or village. The supervisor or assessing officer receiving the certified transcript or transcripts of 
judgment shall proceed to assess the amount thereof with the costs and interests from the date of 
rendition of judgment to the time when the warrant for the collection thereof will expire upon the 
taxable property of the township, city, or village upon the then next tax roll of such township, city, or 

village, without any other or further certificate than the certified transcript as a part of the township, 

city, or village tax, adding the total amount of the judgment to the other township, city, or village 
taxes and assessing it in the same column with the general township, city, or village tax. 

The supervisor or assessing officer shall set forth in the warrant attached to the tax roll each judgment 
separately, stating the amount thereof and to whom payable, and it shall be collected and returned in 
the same manner as other taxes. The supervisor or assessing officer, at the time when he delivers the 
tax roll to the treasurer or collecting officer of any township, city, or village, shall deliver to the 
township clerk or to the clerk or recording officer of the city or village, a statement in writing under his 
hand, setting forth in detail and separately the judgment stating the amount with costs and interest as 
herein provided, and to whom payable. The treasurer or collecting officer of the township, city, or 

village, shall collect and pay the judgment to the owner thereof or his attorney, on or before the date 
when the tax roll and warrant shall be returnable. In case any supervisor, treasurer, or other 
assessing or collecting officer neglects or refuses to comply with any of the provisions of this section 
he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not 

more than $1,000.00 and costs of prosecution, or imprisonment in the county jail for a period not 
exceeding 3 months, or by both fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court. Nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to exclude other remedies given by law for the enforcement of the 
judgment. 

(2) In any case where a judgment is recovered against a village which, by reason of holding no 

municipal elections, or for any other reason has no available assessing officer within the jurisdiction of 
the court wherein the judgment is rendered, the owner of the judgment or any person knowing the 
facts, acting on behalf of the owner, may make an affidavit showing that the village against which a 
judgment is pending and unsatisfied, has no available assessing officer within the jurisdiction, and file 
it with the clerk of the court wherein the judgment is written. The officer who makes the certified 
transcript shall attach thereto a copy of the affidavit, the correctness of which copy shall also be 

certified to in the certificate. Any party receiving the certified transcript of judgment and affidavit may 
file it with the supervisor of the township in which the village, having no assessing officer is located. 
The supervisor shall assess the amount of the judgment with costs and interest, upon the taxable 

property of the village, which is without an assessing officer, and thereafter the same steps and 
proceedings shall be had in the premises as though it were a judgment against the township within 
which the village is located, except that it shall be assessed against the property within the corporate 
limits of the village only. 

(3) When judgment is recovered against any county or the board of supervisors or any county officer 
in an action prosecuted by or against him in his name of office, the judgment unless reversed shall be 

levied and collected as other county charges, and when collected shall be paid by the county treasurer 
to the person to whom the judgment has been adjudged upon the delivery of a proper voucher 
therefor. 
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750.308 Gaming house; search warrant; seizure of apparatus and material; arrest. 

Sec. 308. 

If a person makes oath before a judge that he or she has probable cause to believe and does believe 
that a house or other building, room, or place is used as and for a common gaming house, for gaming 
for money or other property, or is occupied, used, or kept for promoting a lottery, or for the sale of 
lottery tickets, or for promoting the game known as a policy lottery or policy, or for the buying or 
selling of pools or registering of bets upon any race, game, contest, act, or event, and that persons 
resort thereto for any such purpose, the judge, whether the names of the persons last mentioned are 

known to the complainant or not, shall, if he or she be satisfied there is reasonable cause for such 
belief, issue a warrant commanding the sheriff or deputy sheriff or any constable or police officer to 
enter and search such house, building, room, or place, and if any lottery, policy or pool tickets, slips, 
checks, manifold books or sheets, memoranda of any bet, or other implements, apparatus, or material 
of any form of gaming be found in the place, to take into his or her custody all the implements, 
apparatus, or material of gaming, including any articles, equipment, furniture, loud speakers and 

amplifying apparatus, adding machines, calculators, money changers and boxes, and money found 

therein or in or on gambling apparatus, or material used in connection with or the promotion of 
gambling or a gambling place; and upon the finding of such apparatus and material of any form of 
gaming, the officers shall be authorized to arrest the keepers of the place, all persons in any way 
assisting in keeping the same, whether as capper, tout, guard, doorkeep, lookout, or otherwise, and 
all persons who are there found, and to keep the persons, implements, apparatus, or material of 
gaming, including any punch board prizes, articles, equipment, furniture, loud speakers and amplifying 
apparatus, adding machines, calculators, money changers and boxes, and money found therein or in 

or on gambling apparatus, or material used in connection with or the promotion of gambling or a 
gambling place, so that they may be forthcoming before some court or magistrate to be dealt with 
according to law. The provisions of law relative to destroying or other disposition of gaming articles 
shall apply to all articles and property seized as herein provided. 

750.308a Disposition of articles or property seized. 

Sec. 308a. 

On application of a sheriff, chief of police of a police department, commissioner of the Michigan state 
police, or other peace officer, a court or magistrate of competent jurisdiction may upon due notice and 
hearing turn over to said sheriff, chief of a police department, commissioner of the Michigan state 
police, or peace officer, any articles or property listed under the provisions of section 308 of this 
chapter lawfully seized by any such peace officer for such disposition as the court or magistrate shall 
prescribe, or said court or magistrate may provide for the destruction or other disposition of said 
articles or property. 

Any funds derived from the disposition of any such articles or property shall be turned over to the 
treasurer of the city, township or county whose law enforcement officer made application for the 

disposition of such articles or property, or to the state treasurer if such application is made by the 
commissioner of the Michigan state police. 

750.480 Refusing to deliver records and money to successor in office. 

Sec. 480. 

Refusing to deliver books, money, etc., to successor in office—Any officer or agent of this state or of 
any county, city, village, township or school district within the state, into whose hands money, books, 
papers, evidence of debt or other property shall come by virtue of his office or agency, who shall 

willfully refuse or neglect, on demand, to deliver the same to his successor in office or to the person 
authorized by law to receive or have charge of the same, shall be guilty of a felony. 
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750.482 Neglecting or refusing to pay over moneys collected; penalty. 

Sec. 482. 

Any officer who shall collect or receive any moneys on account of any fine, penalty, forfeiture, or 
recognizance, and shall neglect or refuse to pay over the same according to law, or shall appropriate 
or dispose of the same to his or her own use, or in any manner not authorized by law, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than 
$1,000.00. 

750.485 Accounting for county money; county and municipal officers. 

Sec. 485. 

Accounting for county money by county and municipal officers—It shall be the duty of all county and 

municipal officers, who may receive or pay out any sum or sums of money belonging to the county in 
which said officers may reside, to keep an accurate and perfect account of all such moneys, by whom 
paid and for what purpose, as the board of supervisors of the several counties of this state, or by the 
board of auditors, wherever authorized to transact such county business, may direct. The several 
boards of supervisors and board of county auditors are hereby authorized and directed to prepare a 

system for the keeping of such accounts, and report to the county treasurer, as the several boards 
may deem proper and necessary in each of the several counties of this state. 

Whenever the board of supervisors or board of county auditors may prescribe a system for the 
keeping of such accounts, as provided for by this section, said county and municipality shall comply 
with requirements of such system in all particulars, as directed to do by said boards of supervisors or 
boards of county auditors. 

Any county or municipal officer who may be included under the provisions of this section, who shall 
neglect or refuse to comply with any of the provisions of this section, in the keeping of such accounts 
as may be prescribed by said county boards, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

750.489 False statement of public finances and transfer of same. 

Sec. 489. 

False statement of public finances and transfer of same—Any officer, agent, servant or employe of the 
state of Michigan, or of any county, township, city, village or school district of this state, and any 
member, agent or employe of any board or commission of the state of Michigan or of any of the 
municipalities above named, who shall knowingly deliver, publish or give out for publication any false 
statement relating to the finances, funds, moneys or balances in any fund of said state, county, 
township, city, village or school district, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Any officer, agent, servant or employe of the state of Michigan, or of any county, township, city, 

village or school district of this state, and any member, agent or employe of any board or commission 
of the state of Michigan or of any of the municipalities above named, who shall transfer or juggle the 

funds of the state or other municipal division thereof, or issue false checks, drafts, warrants, vouchers 
or other evidences of credit, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

750.490 Safe keeping of public moneys. 

Sec. 490. 

Safe keeping of public moneys—All moneys which shall come into the hands of any officer of the state, 
or of any officer of any county, or of any township, school district, highway district, city or village, or 
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of any other municipal or public corporation within this state, pursuant to any provision of law 

authorizing such officer to receive the same, shall be denominated public moneys within the meaning 
of this section. 

It shall be the duty of every officer charged with the receiving, keeping or disbursing of public moneys 
to keep the same separate and apart from his own money, and he shall not commingle the same with 
his own money, nor with the money of any other person, firm, or corporation. 

No such officer shall, under any pretext, use, or allow to be used, any such moneys for any purpose 
other than in accordance with the provisions of law; nor shall he use the same for his own private use, 
nor loan the same to any person, firm or corporation without legal authority so to do. 

In all cases where public moneys are authorized to be deposited in any bank, or to be loaned to any 
individual, firm or corporation, for interest, the interest accruing upon such public moneys shall belong 

to and constitute a general fund of the state, county or other public or municipal corporation, as the 
case may be. 

In no case shall any such officer, directly or indirectly, receive any pecuniary or valuable consideration 
as an inducement for the deposit of any public moneys with any particular bank, person, firm or 
corporation. 

The provisions of this section shall apply to all deputies of such officer or officers, and to all clerks, 
agents and servants of such officer or officers. 

Any officer who shall wilfully or corruptly draw or issue any warrant, order or certificate for the 
payment of money in excess of the amount authorized by law, or for a purpose not authorized by law, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in this section. 

Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison not more than 2 years or by a fine of not more than 

1,000 dollars: Provided, That nothing in this section contained shall prevent a prosecution for 
embezzlement in cases where the facts warrant the same. 

750.492 Public records; inspection; use; copying; removal. 

Sec. 492. 

Any officer having the custody of any county, city, or township records in this state who shall when 
requested fail or neglect to furnish proper and reasonable facilities for the inspection and examination 
of the records and files in his or her office and for making memoranda of transcripts therefrom during 
the usual business hours, which shall not be less than 4 hours per day, to any person having occasion 
to make examination of them for any lawful purpose is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than $1,000.00. The custodian of said 

records and files may make such reasonable rules with reference to the inspection and examination of 

them as shall be necessary for the protection of said records and files and to prevent interference with 
the regular discharge of the duties of such officer. The officer shall prohibit the use of pen and ink in 
making copies or notes of records and files in his or her office. No books, records, and files shall be 
removed from the office of the custodian thereof, except by the order of the judge of any court of 
competent jurisdiction, or in response to a subpoena duces tecum issued therefrom, or for audit 

purposes conducted pursuant to 1919 PA 71, MCL 21.41 to 21.55, 1929 PA 52, MCL 14.141 to 14.145, 
or 1968 PA 2, MCL 141.421 to 141.440a, with the permission of the official having custody of the 
records if the official is given a receipt listing the records being removed. 
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773.18 Property of value found on unknown decedent; deposit with county treasurer; 

ultimate disposition, time. 

Sec. 18. 

It shall be the duty of said county clerk to deposit the same with the county treasurer, who shall 
safely keep said money or property for the period of 2 years from the time of receiving the same, 
unless the same shall be called for by the heirs or proper representatives of the deceased person, in 
which case the said money or valuable property shall be delivered to them, but if at the expiration of 
said 2 years no demand for the same shall have been made, said county treasurer shall sell the same 

in such manner and after such notice as is required by law for constable sales, and shall within 10 
days thereafter pay into the state treasury all the proceeds to be credited to the general fund of the 
state. 

774.26 Fines and costs. 

Sec. 26. 

All fines and costs imposed by a municipal court, for a violation of state law shall be received by the 
court and paid over to the county treasurer on or before the last day of the month following receipt of 

the fine or costs. The county treasurer shall reimburse the municipal court for the court's lawful fees 
within 15 days after auditing pursuant to law, and the fines shall be distributed as prescribed by law. 

801.92 Disposition and use of reimbursements; sworn statements as evidence of amount 
due. 

Sec. 12. 

The reimbursements secured under this act shall be credited to the general fund of the county to be 

available for general fund purposes. The county treasurer may determine the amount due the county 

under this act and render sworn statements thereof. These sworn statements shall be considered 
prima facie evidence of the amount due. 
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