On Real Interest In Our Fellow Men

How many human beings there are
today who have an abstract and con-
fused conception of life, of their own
personal lives! If they ask themselves,
for example, “What do I live on?"—
for the most part they do not do this,
but if they did it once—they would say
to themselves, “Why, on my money.”

Among those who say to them-
selves, “I live on my money,” there
are very many, my dear friends, who
have inherited this money from their
parents and they suppose they live on
their money, inherited from their fath-
ers. But, my dear friends, we cannot
live on money. Money is not some-
thing on which we can live. Here it
is necessary at last to begin to reflect.

And this guestion is intimately con-
nected with the real interest which one
human being has in another. Anyone
who thinks he lives on the money he
has inherited, for example, or has ac-
quired in any way whatever except by
recciving money for work, as is the
custom today—whoever lives in this
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way, and supposes he can live on
money, has no interest in his fellow
men, because no one can live on
money.

We must eat, and what we eat has
been produced by some sort of human
being. We must have clothing. What
we wear must be made-by the labor
of people. In order that I may put
on a coat or a pair of trousers, human
beings must expend their strength in
labor for hours. They work for me.
It is on this labor that I live, not on
my money. My money has no other
value than that of giving me the power
to make use of the labor of others.
And, under the social cenditions of
today, we do not begin to have an
interest in our fellow men until we
answer that question in the proper
way, until we have the picture in our
minds: “A certain number of persons
must work for a certain number of
hours in order that I may live within
the social structure.”

It is of no importance to give our-

selves a comfortable feeling by saying,
“I love human beings.” No one loves
people if he supposes that he is living
on his money, and does not in the least
conceive how people work for him in
order to produce even the minimum
necessary for his life.
" But this thought, my dear friends,
that a certain number of persons labor
in order that we may possess the mini-
mum necessary for life, is inseparable
from another thought: from the
thought that we must recompense so-
ciety—not with money, but with work
in exchange for the work that has been
done for us. And only when we have
an interest in our fellow men which
leads us to feel obligated to recom-
pense in some form of labor the
amount of labor which has been per-
formed for us—only then do we feel
an interest in our fellow men.

(From a lecture given at Dornach,
Switzerland, November 30, 1918)



