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Honoring thé* s
Imagination of
the Child

Teaching a Waldorf First Grade

BY WILLIAM TOOLE

On the day that | began a second cycle of class teaching, | grasped, once and for all, that a first grader is different from an
eighth grader. This is obvious, of course, and for a Waldorf teacher whose approach to teaching is based on the develop-
mental stages of the child, it is a fundamental guiding concept. Yet only one short summer lay between my dealing with
adolescents and my now facing a class of seven-year-olds. The children, stern tutors that they are, though, delivered their
lesson in the mundane details of their behavior, in the way they walked into the classroom, navigated from door to cubby,
from cubby to desk, and stood to recite a verse together.

By the time we were to go to the welcoming assembly, | was well aware that | could not just walk out the door and ask
the students to follow, calling back, “Last one out close the door” No, | must tell them in what order they will line up and
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