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There are over 200 independent Waldorf schools and Early Childhood programs in North America.
Internationally, there are 900 Waldorf schools in more than 80 countries. The first Waldorf school

was founded in Germany in 1919, based on the teachings of Austrian scientist, philosopher, and spiritual
teacher Rudolf Steiner (1861—1925). Renewal: A Journal for Waldorf Education is a publication of AWSNA.

COVER ART: A watercolor painting entitled Coalbrook, England: The Industrial Revolution by
Lindsey Kasperwicz, grade eight, student of Van James, Honolulu Waldorf School.
















1N a Name?

The Fascinating Story
of How Rudolf
Steiners Educational
Approach Came to
Share a Name with a
Hotel, a Salad, and a
Cigarette

Mercurius International is a company, based
in the Netherlands, that distributes supplies
for arts education in Waldorf schools and
Waldorf kindergartens—high quality colered
pencils, crayons, watercolor paints, paint
brushes, art paper, colored beeswax for
modeling, wooden flutes and recorders, and
eurythmy shoes. Several years ago,
Mercurius funded the writing and publication
of a booklet entitled Waldorf: The Story
behind the Name by Hansjorg Hofrichter.
The booklet is intended for use by Waldorf
schools in community outreach and can be
ordered from AWSNA Books. It is the source
for many of the facts in the following article.
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Supports the Development of Reading

~Raising a child today can be a complex and often bewildering challenge. Parents
have to make decisions about a host of issues such as discipline, exposure to the
media, diet, and so on. Meanwhile, self-styled experts and marketers of all kinds
give contradictory advice about almost every aspect of parenting. The resulting
anxiety about doing the “right thing” can lead parents to oyerschedule and over-
supervise their children. Also, societal trends—from consumerism to early
academics—are pushing children toward a troubling precociousness. Within this
pressured and distressing milieu, however, Waldorf Education can help parents
develop a commonsense, practical approach to parenting, one based on the natural
stages of childhood—which, after all, have not changed very much—-and on the real
needs of the developing child.

| am a Waldorf early childhood teacher, and parents new to ocur way of working
with young children often aslk, “VWhere are the books?" This question often is
posed tentatively, as if it were not quite appropriate, but it is a wonderful question
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Waldorf Education

BY CINDI HUGHES
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Victoria's watercolor painting of Moses, Old Testment main lesson block, grade 3










The Handshake at
the Classroom Door
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—Torin M. Finser
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‘ ~ Theftof Fire (Prometheus stealing fire from Zeus),
' by Christian Gtiepenkerl (1839-1916)
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Frankenstein

and Eighth-Grade Students

BY VIVIAN JONES-SCHMIDT

The novel Frankenstein: The Modern Prometheus, by Mary Shelley, set in
the 1790s in Switzerland, is a complex and tragic tale. Victor Frankenstein, a
young student of the occult, fabricates a human-like being out of parts of
corpses and, using the newly discovered phenomenon of electricity, imbues it
with life. Frankenstein, however, finds his creation hideous, neglects the
monster—who never receives a name—and refuses to create a mate for
him. The monster, horribly ugly yet remarkably strong, is at first gentle and
childlike and desperate for love and companionship. He is hardened, though,
by harsh encounters with human beings and by Frankenstein’s refusal to
supply him with a companion. The monster takes revenge on Victor by killing

According to Greek
mytholdogy, Prometheus
(“the Forethinker”) was

a great benefactor of
humankind. After Zeus,
in anger, deprived
humankind of fire,

Prometheus stole it
back. He was punished

by being chained to a
rock and having his
liver eaten every day by
an eagle. In the end,
he was saved by
Heracles. He is often
considered a symbol of
the human being who,
in playing with primal
forcees, dangerously
overreaches himself.
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BY JAMES PEWTHERER















LooKing Beyond Our

Garden Gate

BY DIANE KASTNER

Starting a Waldorf school can be a consuming task. But even when the pioneer phase
of a school’s history is over, the continuing operation of the school requires a huge
expenditure of time and energy, as well as money. Teachers, parents, and administrators
have to work hard to make ends meet, to build a school community, to attract and
hold competent teachers, and to maintain a high level of education for the children.

While this inward focus allows Waldorf schools to survive, it can also create an
insularity, a separation between the school and the larger community within which it
resides. This insularity can prevent a school from truly prospering. It is the broader
community from which will come the students, the families, the gifted teachers, and the
financial support that a healthy school requires. Hence an active and effective commu-
nity outreach is essential to every Waldorf school.













(1908-2006)

Paragon of and
Advocate for Rhythm

BY PATRICE MAYNARD
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