









































Vcelo &
and the Social
Contract in a

In the Spring/Summer 2004 issue of Renewal, an article appeared entitled “Media
and the Social Contract in the Waldorf School Community.” The author, Sheldon
Hirt, a parent at the Green Meadow School in Spring Valley, New York, described the
school’s strict policy against parents allowing children to watch television, see
movies, use computers, and so forth, and gave the reasons for the policy. Chalmers
Hardenbergh is a parent at the Merriconeag Waldorf School in Freeport, Maine,
another school with a strict media policy. Here Chalmers presents the results of a
survey of class parents concerning media use in the family.
—RIETKE













al

L R

e Batey NA O
1L 1 CaAdC IS

v oo b

BY THOMAS POPLAWSKI




























Professional Competence
in Teaching and

the Seven Virtues of
the Art of Education

Christof Wiechert is the head of the Pedagogical Section of the School of Spiritual Science in
; Dornach, Switzerland. A native of the Netherlands and a Waldorf graduate, Christof was for many
| years a class teacher at The Hague Waldorf School.

This article, written for teachers, will also be of interest to parents and others involved in Waldorf
Education. It gives insights into the high ideals that Rudolf Steiner bequeathed to the teachers in the
first Waldorf school and to all Waldorf teachers since. This article first appeared in the journal of the
Pedagogical Section at the Goetheanum (Dornach, Switzerland), Summer 2005 and Advent 2005.

In the second half of the article, Christof cites a passage from Rudolf Steiner in which several special-
ized terms appear. Please refer to the accompanying sidebar for an explanation of those terms.
—R E. K

o en,in 1919, Rudolf Steiner laid the foundations of Waldorf Education, he gave the first Waldorf

4 /5} eachers seven virtues or competencies to which to aspire. Today in education there is much talk
V4 of competence in teaching, teacher development, the responsibilities of the teacher, and of quality
assurance. The seven virtues of the “art of education,” as described by Steiner almost ninety years
ago, are highly relevant to these current concerns.

Let us recall Steiner’s exact words. On September 5, 1919, in the closing lecture of a lecture
series now published as The Foundations of Human Experience, he said:

The need for imagination, a sense of truth, a feeling of responsibility, these are three forces which are
the very nerves of pedagogy. And whoever will receive pedagogy into himself, let him inscribe the
following as a motto for his teaching:

« Imbue thyself with the power of imagination,
+ Have courage for the truth,

* Sharpen thy feeling for responsibility of soul.!

”







































New Opportunities on the
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BY GARY LAMB

A major debate is over. ... School choice has become a permanent
fixture of the legislative landscape. !
—Joseph Lehman, Mackinac Center for Public Policy
















The Waldort
School Store
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LWaldorf schools have a school store. These come in many shapes and sizes, as do the
ghdols they serve. Ranging from a two-story, 1200-square-foot building with a veranda to
a few shelves in the school office, the stores all aim to fulfill the main purpose of a Waldorf
school store: to support the school’s educational mission by providing, to parents and
others, items that reflect the values and practices of Waldorf Education. Of course, if a
store can turn a profit and help the school’s finances, no one complains.

All Waldorf stores offer the basics—high quality art and handwork supplies (often not
casily found elsewhere), beeswax for modeling, wooden toys, and perhaps some books
about Waldorf Education. Beyond these, though, one may find wholesome snacks and
beverages, pocket gnomes and fairies, cloth dolls, traditional children’s games, footwear,
natural body care products, homeopathic medical remedies, clothing made from organic
cotton, books by Rudolf Steiner; and pretty much anything else that is connected to
Waldorf values and culture.
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