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From the Stimulation of the Senses—to
Astute Observation-to Rigorous Training in
Thinking-to Phenomenological Thinking

“Children grow through developmental stages as they mature into adults. Each stage builds upon the one
gj&re it. and the harmonious unfolding of the child’s personality depends on the healthy maturation of
‘each developmental stage. Waldorf Education works with these developmental stages in every part of
the curriculum, including science. Appropriate activities in the early grades and even in the preschool
years can lay the foundation for a strong capacity for scientific thinking later on.





























































Returning to

Some Thoughts on
Governance, Finhance, and
Parent-Teacher Relations

Rudolf Steiner had a radical aim in mind when he created Waldorf Education:

He wanted to create a force for the renewal of society, one that would help trans-
form the warld from a place of misunderstandings, conflict, and war inte one of
peace, cooperation, and brotherhood. However, in its eighty-five years, the Waldorf
school movement hasn't gained the power and momentum necessary to seriously
challenge prevailing educational practices, let alone to be a force for social renewal.
Today, as the need for fundamental cultural reform is critical in the face of greater
global strife, Steiner’s ideas about education need to be available to society at large.
Yet Waldorf Education is often described as ‘the best-kept secret in education.”

Those of us involved in Waldorf Education today are stewards of Steiner’s vision, and
we need to ask why VValdorf Education is not more of a factor in the educational and
social life of our time. The reason may be that in Waldorf schools we ourselves do
not follow the principles that Steiner proposed. Governance. finances. and parent-
teacher relations are key areas where we may not be doing as well as we should.
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