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One Step out
of Paradise

Teaching a Waldort
Second Grade

BY WILLIAM TOOLE

en a Lion lay asleep in his lair, a little Mouse began running up and down upon him;
on wakened the Lion, who placed his huge paw upon him and opened his jaws to swallow
little creature. The Mouse, terrified, piteously entreated the Lion to spare his life. “Please let
me go, and one day | will repay you for your kindness.” The idea of so insignificant a creature
) g able to do anythmg for him amused the Lion so much that he laughed aloud and
y lei Some t:me aﬁer, the Lion got entangled in a net that had
gmzed the Lion’s roars of anger,

Was | natﬂnght.; sard  the little Mousé; '
— Aesop
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To Praise or
NOt tOo Praise

wWhat Children Need to
Hear and Not Hear from
Parents and Teachers

BY MARCY AXNESS, PH.D.

When my second child was a toddler; the teacher of our RIE class

(Resources for Infant Educarers) gently suggested that we as parents recon-
sider our attitudes toward praise. She presented the notion that praise—
especially the praise that is often routinely and mechanically doled out to
children these days—can insidiously erode a child’s inner motivation, pleasure,
and self-satisfaction in a given task or activity. Each “Beautiful painting!”
“Great throw!” and “Good girl!” repeated throughout a child’s development
can deflect her focus away from her inner will to create, to play, and to do,
outward to our adult response to what she creates, plays, and does.






























































































Imagining
a Balance

One Mother's Experience of the
Differences between Montessori
and Waldorf Education

BY CAROLINA RANDOLPH STEUP

Waldorf Education was founded by Rudolf Steiner
(1861-1925) in Germany just after World War |.
Montessori education was developed by Maria
Montessori (1870-1952) also in the early decades of
the last century, as a result of her work with disadvan-
taged children in Italy. Today Waldorf and Montessori
are perhaps the two best-known and widespread of
the alternative educational approaches. For that
reason, they are often—by the poorly informed—
confused one for the other, and also often compared
with each other.

The two approaches are quite different, even perhaps
oppasite. Montessori emphasizes early intellectual
development and the preschool acquisition of reading
and math skills. Waldorf tries to keep the young child
in the kingdom of childhood—the world of play,

fantasy, and imagination—and places strong emphasis
on the arts and handcrafts.

In choosing to send our child to a Waldorf or a
Montessori school, in choosing to become a Waldorf or
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