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Words Their Way1 

Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling 
h
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As the teacher taught the alphabet, Jenny learned that 

sound /j/ 

the students at the beginning of the year and realized 

about anything she liked, and she chose cats, rabbits, 

words, but her teacher told her to write down any let

encoding, Jenny was developing the skills she needed 

as whole words because they are 

At the end of the year, Jenny’s 
teacher held up the sight word 

 and announced that it could 

into its three sounds: /r/, /  /d/ 
and noted the two vowels that were 

represent sounds such as  in   in 
and in This required her to process larger 
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ever, she kept pestering adults to tell 

how to split a word into syllables 

words such as and

Jenny did not realize that she could spell words by syl

the spelling of the word on the playground 

Once Jenny was in seventh grade, her English teacher 

and

root or  The spelling 

telephone

dispose, 
O, 
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As teach

and know very well what they do or do not know. 

in 

2

in 
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The 
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2

[3

A, B, E, B, 
I, B, 
Syllable Cards 

oast, speat, prake, 

and 
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Spelling
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Conclusion
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The Child’s Changing Consciousness 
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