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 a w de ran e  s den s  hen  as s den s 
e l re he her en r  n s  he  ha e he 
han e  de el  h se l le ers e es 
ha  are he es  an d e  s ere al 
h n n  ardner    In he ald r  
lassr s ser ed n h s s d   was lear 
ha  he ea hers were alread  s n  he en r  

n s w h s den s  all a es and n e ra n  
hese n s n  ea h s e  e en h h he  

were naware  ardner s he r  a  he se  
 he s d  

Methods
he s d   la e n he all   

lassr  ser a ns  n er ews  and ar a s 
were lle ed d r n  a n less n l s r  

r ea hers n rades ne  hree  
e  and se en er he rse  

a r a el  e h  wee s  a n 
less n n a ald r  lassr  wh h 
s a h  d r n  he rs  w  h rs 

 he da  e l res a s n le s e  
hr h an  dal es er he 

rse  hree  r wee s  I  s an 
ers n n a s e  ha  r her 

nne s   her d s l nes
eld n es were ded and 

anal ed s n  r nded he r  as des r ed  
ra ss and r n  and har a   

hr h wr n  h  des r n and d n  
he ea hers  w rds  a e r es e er ed ha  
den ed he als ha  ea hers were a n  

a  when s n  he r en r  n s eer   
he d n  a e r es n he s d  were na ed 

d eren l  r  ardner s s  en r  n s  e  
n he anal s s here was a s r n  al n en  
e ween he a e r es n he s d  and 
ardner s en r  n s  In eres n l  he ea hers 

had n  n wled e  ardner s he r  r r  
h s s d  I  s he s andard ea h n  a r a h 
ha  has een sed n ald r  lassr s r 

er n ne  ears  ased n he nd a ns  
d l  e ner  

r ll d s l s re   rela nsh   he 
s d  ar an s  I sh ld en n ha  I a  

a r er ald r  lass ea her and here re 
ha e an n ernal r e  ew n  n h s s d  

e n  a se - ns der hel ed e nders and he 
nda en als  he ald r  s s e  es e all  

he ns r   he a n less n  wh h s 
des ned  n r ra e l le dal es n 
a da l  w -h r less n  I als  new w   he 

ar an s r  a end n  ea her n eren es 
r r  he n -s d  hese rela nsh s 

hel ed e a n a ess  he r lasses  

Findings
he ald r  ea hers e h ed wha  ld 

e alled en r  n  h n n  as he  lanned 
he r less ns  he  wan ed he r s den s  

e l re he s r  a ar e   an a e 
n s  n  nl   address he 

d eren  learners n he r  
 als   e se all h ldren  

a ar e   wa s  s d n  a 
s n le  he ea hers wan ed 

 ee  he r s den s  nds en 
 ss l   s r  e l  

n he r h n n  r he r se 
 ras n  he le   he 
n en  and  r de a a es r  
 e er en e lead n   a dee  

and r ad nders and n   he n en  e n  
resen ed  he  wan ed he h ldren  se he r 

senses   e a le  e he r d es   se 
he r a na ns   h n  l all   n era  

w h ea h her and w h he ea her  and  
e rea e  he ea hers wan ed  resen  

a le  and rehens e s d   he 
rr l  s  ne e a le  h s was he 

h rd rade ea her s e lana n r rea n  an 
es he  a na e e er en e when s d n  
he s en e  he s n  I  drew n h an sens r  

e er en e  he s n n add n  s en  
a s  

 r s e  sa  ha  he s n s s  a all  
rn n  as lls ha  re and lls he sense 
 wha  he s n an e  n he her hand  

es  here are er a n h n s we an eas re 

“Teaching for 
understanding” 
refocuses the 
educa ona  
con ersa on in 
the U.S. away 
from a test-
based emphasis.
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a  he s n and we n w ha  here are 
asses n here ha  when he  e  h  en h 
he  an rn  he s n s als  s e h n  else  
h n  a  rsel  n a reall  ld  sera le 

da  when all  a s dden he s n rea s 
hr h he l ds and  see h s s n ea  

sh n n  hr h r  see a ra n w and  
a es  h n  h ha  s s  ea l  

r eel n s han e  r re eel n  reall  
ld and sera le and  w sh s eh w 

ha  w n er was er and hen  e  a war  
s nn  da   nd a rner r e ed r  
he w nd and eel he war  s n n r a e  
ha  s ar   he e er en e  he s n   
h rd rade ea her n er ew  

ha  was s  s r n  a  h s s d  was 
he rela nsh  e ween wha  ardner has 
den ed as he s  en r  n s  ea h n  

r nders and n  and wha  he ea hers were 
d n  n he r lassr s  he ea hers el  ha  

n en ra n  n a  all wed he   de el  
an n-de h e l ra n  he s e  and 
n e ra e her d s l nes rela ed  he s e  

r e a le  n s d n  as r n  ne  he 
ea hers n r d ed e r  a  he n and 

s ars  e e r   he r le  l n  a  he 
h r n and he en h  and he ra h es  
rele an  s en s s ern s  al le  and h  

rahe  h h he  was as r n a 
s en e he ea her n r ra ed e r  r an 
es he  e er en e  d  e en s r sens n  
he e e r  nen  and ra h es r a 

narra e nen  
r n  anal s s  a e r es den ed hr h 

r - d n  e er ed ha  le en ed  
l n ed  and des r ed reas ns r he s  
en r  n s  he r lle e s r  was ne  
en a e en h w he h ldren en a ed n he r 
learn n  hr h a n n  n era n  h n n  
sens n  n  and rea n  he d n  

nne ed n s  res e s  ardner s s  en r  
n s  here were es he  narra e  l al  

nes he  nda nal  and n er ers nal 
as e s n ea h a n less n ser ed r 

he r se  s la n  he a na n  
r d n  ss l es r n era n  sens n  he 
n n wa le  e er en n  hr h h s al and 
en al e en  and s n  nd d al rea  
r re e n and de el n  es he s  

ardner s Si  ntry Points to Teaching  
for Understanding

sthe c  s he  s he rs  n  den ed n 
he s d  As ardner  des r es h s  
he e has s alls n he sens r  r s r a e 

ea res   he ea h n  a r a h ardner  
  He es se eral e a les  ss le 

en r  n s  n l d n  s al and s al nes  
In he s d  a nne n ld e ade  
he a e r  alled  he ea hers were 

e e n  he h ldren  rea e n a ar e   
ways.  n h s sense eans  r n  
n  e s en e   des n r r d e hr h 

a na e s ll  e s er . In h s a e ry  
he h ldren were n l ed n rea n  es he  

e er en es hr h  he rn n . All rades 
rea ed s  e her y s n n  and lay n  

re rders  re n  e ry  draw n  ll s ra ns 
 a ry ales rs  rade  h an shel ers h rd 

rade  he a   Ind a h rade  and he 
hases  he n se en h rade . All lasses 

were en a ed n wr n  and rea n  he r wn 
a n less n s as a re rd  he less ns n 

he l . y lann n   ha e s  e ry  
and draw n  rela e  he rr l  n en  

r seas n  he ea hers were r d n  es he  
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e er en es rela ed  he rr l  s. ne 
ea her rela ed he es he  e er en e  he 
rea n  ea y. 

he dea ha  he w rld s ea l s 
r an . e d n  really al  a  h s   

er he years we ld ha   s  hey ha e 
h s e er en e ha  when I s and w h a r  

 e le I an rea e s e h n  ea l w h 
y e n s n n  r I an rea e ar s ally 

s e h n  n he s al real  w h draw n  r 
a n n  h rade ea her

hr h he es he  en ry n  as de ned 
y ardner address n  s den s wh  re er 

an ar s  a r a h  a he ea hers 
were n l n  he s den s n rea e a es 
ha  were es he  n na re. a h  he rades 

ser ed re ed e ry  san  drew  and wr e n 
he r a n less n s. hese were ea res  
he rn n  less ns n ea h rade. he s den s 

ld rea e ea y hr h es he  e er en es. 

arra e  he ne  a r a h ardner 
den es s he narra e s r es r n en  

del ered rally. In he s dy  h s rela es  he 
a e ry , e a se he ea hers were 

en a n  he s den s  a na ns hr h 
he r s ry ell n he narra e a r a h sed 

 e l re he rr l  n en  n ald r  
lassr s.  a ne eans  rea e en al 

res r  h n   r rea e n y r nd  
e s er . ry ell n  s ne  he ways 

hese ea hers r ded he r n y r 
s den s  se he r wn a na n  rea e 

en al res wh le hey ld he s ry n he 
r   a ry ale, y h, r ra hy.

 In he rs  rade he ea her ld he s ry 
 he sher an and H s e.  In he h rd 

rade he ea her had s  n shed ell n  he 
s ry  a n and A el and he r need r shel er 
as an n r d n  he hel ers l  a s dy 

 h an shel ers r  he r e  he 
dern and r  a ar e y  l res . he 
h rade ea her was ell n  he sa a  he 
a ayana  r  Ind an y h l y, and he 

se en h rade ea her was ell n  he ra hy 
 y h  rahe  l n  h s ry w h as r n y. In 

all ases he h ldren sa  and l s ened e ly as 
he ea her narra ed he s r es. As an ser er, 

I real ed ha  I was a n  en al res as I 
was l s en n  al n  w h he h ldren. I  rred 

 e ha  hey were r a ly d n  he sa e 
h n . 

In he r n er ews, he ea hers s ressed 
he r an e  le n  he h ldren se he r 
wn a na ns as a a hway  rea e 
h n n . he ea hers e la ned ha  hey sed 
he narra e as ne way  s er he a l y  

, wh h eans  rea e nner res

I  y  an  a ne , y  an  lay w h he 
deas. I  y  d n  ha e he a na n, h w 
an we e e   a e  a s e  r her n y r 

nd s eye  he re al hys s s n l ne w h 
he rs  rade a ry ales and re ews. I  alls 

n he sa e nd  a na n e n  a le 
 e s e h h  ar nd n y r nd . 

A s eha e h s way,  an hey eha e 
an her way   y  see he rrela n 

e ween l a n  a na n n rs  rade 
and e n  a le  a ne a  ar les n 
h h s h l  rs  rade ea her

y narra n  rr l  n en , he h ldren 
rea e en al a es ha  all w he   see 
he s ry n ld n he r a na n. e se 
he narra e as a way  n era . e se 
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he narra e  r n  e er en e hr h he 
e er en e  her e le,  he s den s 

a e  he r wn. hey an eel wha  he her 
ers n ay ha e een e er en n  e en h 
rade ea her . 

All ea hers n h s s dy sed he narra e 
a r a h as de ned y ardner  ns re he 

a na n  he h ldren. 
hey ea h ld s r es r  
he rr l  des na ed y 
e ner  as a r r a e 
r he de el en al a e 
 he h ldren. he s r es, 

ran n  r  a ry ales  ld 
es a en , r  a ayana  

ra h es  as r n ers, 
were sed as s r n ards r 
he es he  e er en e al n  

w h e ry, s n s, e en , draw n , and 
wr n  nne ed  he narra e he es  he 
grade. 

ogica - uan ta e  ea hers had a l g al 
r a he a al nen  n he r less n, 

regardless  he rr l  . As ardner 
des r es , ne a r a hes he n e  y 
n ng n er al ns dera ns r ded e 

reas n ng r esses  . . r he ea hers, 
h s a eg ry was a   hr gh a 

n er al s a n.  n hese er s 
eans  ha e he r ess  l g al h gh  
e s er . g al a he a al and 

s en  h gh  was w en n  ea h less n 
as an n egral ar   he rn ng, e en   was 
n  he r ary s  he l . he ea hers 
wan ed he s den s  e a le  ll w a l ne  

a he a al r ge e r al h gh  and e her 
al la e, re rd, r re e a erns n and  
 rder wh le, r e a le, re ng he es 

a les. 
he rs  graders were as ed  se he r 

er w n le shells and, w r ng w h a ar ner, 
were g en a ser es  add n and s ra n 

r le s  s l e s ng he r n er a s r  
ne  en. he h rd graders were g en a se   

s le d s n r le s r he r rn ng war -
 w r , w h n reas ngly re halleng ng 

r le s as n ses. hey were als  w r ng 
w h n er a erns a he es a les and 
re ng he  n n s n r  e ry. he h 
graders were as ed  se he r n wledge  
ra ns  en ally r le a re e ha  hey 

w ld e s ng r a ng a le 
r s . a er hey were g en 

s e her n er al r le s 
 s l e s ng a er and en l. 

he se en h graders had s  
n shed a l  n ge e ry and 

were as ed  sh w , , and 
 degrees w h he r ar s. 

a er n he less n, hey were 
as ed wha  was wr ng w h 
a s a e en  he ea her had 

ade a  he g er ng n he n gh  
s y  he s den s had  se he r n wledge  
as r n y  de her he err r. A er se eral 

n es, hands wen   n he a r  he s ars are 
n  a ally ng  he ear h s  lassr  

ser a n, .

perien a  ardner e la ns ha  h s en ry 
n  all ws s den s  w r  d re ly w h 

a er als ha  e dy r n ey a n e . 
ardner s e er en al en ry n  rres nds  

he  a eg ry n he s dy. he ea hers n 
hese lassr s r ded a hen  e er en es 

and  ge  he h ldren ng he r nds and 
d es  e er en e er a n a he a al and 

s en  n e s. he ea hers had he h ldren 
n l ed n e ery y e  e er en e  hands-
n w r ng d re ly w h a er als, n l d ng 

draw ng , nes he , en al a h, and wh le- 
dy e en  n a h and s en e. 

Hands- n and ra al, real-l e e er en es 
were ar   he less ns. a h n rs  grade 
n l ed er w n le shells as n ers  r de 
a le engage en  and hands- n an la n  

a er als wh le w r ng w h n er s r es. he 
h rd graders lle ed newly-la d eggs and e  

a ally  h w any eggs he hens were lay ng. 

e use the narra e 
to bring experience 
through the experience 
of other peop e  but 
the students make it 
their own. They can 
feel what the other 
person may ha e been 
experiencing.
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he h grade ea her sed he e er en e  
a ng a le r s  r he s h l as a as s r a 
a h less n. Her s den s were als  n ng n 

Hindi, doing yoga poses, and learning an Indian 
ar hing e hni e   o ha e an 

a hen  e perien e o  wha  i  igh  e li e o 
li e in India. he se en h graders were as ed o 

o e heir ar s in , , and 
 degrees o eel he ar  o  he 

hori on o pared o he eni h. 
perien al learning also 

in l ded o e en  a i es 
ranging ro  he ar s  lass 
play, doing yoga, and  

 ar hing  o he a he a al and he 
s ien . he ea hers s a ed ha  in addi on 
o pro iding a erials wi h whi h o in era , 

learning in so e s e s o ld e enhan ed y 
o e en  hey sed his e hni e reg larly 

when ea hing he es a les, or e a ple. 
sing lapping pa erns and rhy h i  o e en  

helps he hildren in egra e nowledge hro gh 
a ines he  e perien e. aldor  ea hers 
wan  he hildren o eel he arie y o  heir own 

o e en  ha  hey an on rol i  ha  hey an 
o e as  or slowly, p p or ro h down wi h 

he i agina ons o  he words re i ed in poe s  
hird grade ea her .

earning hro gh e perien e was o ser ed in 
e ery lassroo . his in l ded s den s o ing 
in ario s ways o e perien e n er pa erns, 
a di eren  l re, or ody geo e ry rela ed 
o he os os. rawing o ered ano her ind o  

e perien e. All s den s rea ed a ain lesson 
oo  in a por olio-s yle o pila on o  heir wor  
ro  he ain lesson on en . he ea hers said 
ha  he drawing assign en s were sed as a way 
or s den s o ha e a hands-on or e perien al 

en ry poin  o he s e  s died. earning is 
a dyna i  pro ess  e ery hing needs o e el  
and e perien ed  irs  grade ea her . 

Interpersonal: In his se on, he in erpersonal 
en ry poin  is in erpre ed roadly o in l de 
ogni e, es he , so ial, and olla ora e 

a i es. In he s dy, he a egory ha  
orresponds o ardner s in erpersonal en ry 

poin  was  he lessons in ol ed 
in erpersonal and olla ora e wor , e ep  
when he s den s were drawing, wri ng, or 
doing indi id al a he a al al la ons wi h 
paper and pen il in h grade, or e a ple. All 

o  he re i a on, singing, re order 
playing, orning ir le o e en  
a i es, and ga es in ol ed 
in era on and olla ora on. 

In rs  grade, he a h was 
done in pairs so s den s o ld 
help ea h o her wor  o  he 

pro le s. In hird grade, he re iew o  he lesson 
on ho se ilding re ired a e lis ening o 
par ipa e in he dialog e. In h grade, he 
ea her had he s den s lead he lass in he s n 

sal a ons and he Indian ar hing e hni e 
while hey o n ed in Hindi. 

ro p wor  was para o n  o he learning 
e perien e in hese lassroo s. A lo  o  o r 
day is so ial in he sense ha  we do so h 
oge her  i h grade ea her . he se en h 

grade ea her had his o say a o  he 
in erpersonal, whi h he ea her des ri ed as 

he so ial  he so ial o e is wha  a es his 
ali e  d a on is s epping in o he h an 
e perien e. I  is no  a her i  e perien e. eal 
learning o es e ween people. I  o es ro  
he gi e and a e  and he e hange  e en h 

grade ea her . he rs  grade ea her added, 
here is a so ial o ponen  o e ery hing we 

do  he so ial is h ge  irs  grade ea her . 
e eral ea hers said ha  s hool pro ides 

onsis en y and predi a ili y, while ea hers 
a ili a e olla ora on and in erpersonal 

rela onships ha  os er ea wor  and learning. 
oopera on ra her han o pe on was 

s ressed in he lassroo s o  hese aldor  
ea hers. he hird grade ea her e plained 

wor ing wi h he in erpersonal in he lassroo  
his way  I s sor  o  li e ond ng an or hes ra. 
o  need he sense when yo  are ea hing o he 

indi id al, when yo  ha e he solois , and when 

oopera on rather 
than compe on 
was stressed in the 
classrooms of these 
Waldorf teachers.
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yo  are dealing wi h he whole or hes ra he 
whole lass o ing oge her and s h. hen yo  
are dealing wi h se ons o  he or hes ra he 

iolins and wor ing a  and or h e ween he 
indi id als, s all gro ps, and he whole gro p  

hird grade ea her .
ne o  he leares  e a ples o  in erpersonal 

olla ora on happened in he h grade. he 
lass was preparing o p  on a play ased on a 

se on o  he . he ea her had een 
elling he s ory or wee s, and he hildren were 

learning heir lines or heir p o ing play and 
rehearsing se ons d ring he 

ain lesson. o e s den s 
were on s age  des s had 

een o ed o he side o  
he roo , while o hers were 

wai ng pa en ly or heir rn 
and e a e he a dien e or 
heir lass a es. A  one poin  
he whole lass pra ed he 
igoro s ar hing hey wo ld 
e doing. hey or ed lines 

and egan o ing a ross he 
s age.  oordina on o  leg and oo  o e en s 

and s aying oge her in a line were all ele en s 
he s den s wor ed wi h as hey pra ed his 
ind o  ar hing or heir play.

Founda onal and Philosophical: The 
o nda onal as des ri ed y ardner 

en o passes he philosophi al es ons 
ha  na rally arise in hildhood hro gho  
heir growing years. In he s dy, he a egory 
orrela ng o his en ry poin  was . In 
his ase he word  is sed o deno e 

lear and so nd en al a l es  a l y o  he 
ind analogo s o sensa on or oral sense  
e s er . The ea hers en o raged he 

s den s o ha e a eeling sense or e is en al 
es ons. In e ery lassroo , philosophi al 
es ons were addressed dire ly or indire ly 

in he lessons o ser ed. In he in er iews, i  was 
lear ha  he ea hers wel o ed hese es ons 

and in era ons wi h heir s den s and, in a , 

ade philosophi al es oning par  o  he daily 
re iew o  he lessons. The ea hers des ri ed his 
as one o  he hall ar s o  heir ea hing ha  
he rri l  helped he hildren wres le wi h 
he grea  oral and e hi al es ons ha  a e 

h an eings. They said hese iss es o ld e 
raised hro gh he grand narra es sing he 
radi onal s ories ro  any l res o pro e 
hese es ons.

eginning in rs  grade, when re iewing 
he s ory The isher an and His i e,  he 
ea her elded he oral es on a o  ne er 

eing sa s ed wi h wha  yo  
ha e. The hildren were a le 
o dis ss his si plis  ye  

pro o nd iss e o  greed and 
wha  happens o people who 
hin  only a o  he sel es. In 
hird grade, he s ory o  ain and 

A el has i s own oral lessons 
ha  he ea her dis ssed wi h 
he hildren or ins an e, how 

one s ha red and ealo sy an 
dri e one o o i  horri le 

a s. In h grade, he s ory o  i a and a enna 
had he hildren wres ling wi h he igh y 
iss es o  ai h lness and e rayal, o rage and 
owardi e. In se en h grade, he s ory o  alileo 

and his s r ggle wi h he o an a holi  h r h 
ro gh  o he s den s  awareness he idea o  

s anding y one s on i ons. here wo ld we 
e oday i  alileo had no  pressed on wi h his 

s dies o  he hea ens despi e eing alled a 
here  All o  hese s ories pro ide he odder or 
ri h dis ssion wi h he hildren as hey egin o 
weigh he onse en es o  h an a on in he 
world.

The philosophi al is also ro gh  o  hro gh 
poe ry and he s ien es a gh  in on n on 
wi h one ano her. 

I an spea  a o  he n nowa le in he 
on e  o  s ien e. I an se s ien e o rea e 

a e aphor ha  here is so e hing larger han 
s. I had an e perien e when I was wa hing 

The teachers described 
this as one of the 
hallmarks of their 
teaching—that the 
curriculum helped the 
children wrestle with 
the great moral and 
ethical ues ons that 
face human beings.
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he s den s wa h he lo ds one day. They 
o ld hardly grapple wi h he ea y. And 

poe ry o es o  he e perien e o  eing in 
rela onship o so e hing yo  are learning 
a o   is so eyond wha  yo  an add p in 
a or la. The only way o e press i  is hro gh 
ar . e en h grade ea her  

The h graders were learning a passage 
ro  he   ha  helps he  ponder he 

grea  n nowns hro gh he eyes o  Indian 
ys s

      
       

         
       

  

        
        

 

        
  

       

        
     

         
 

 
i h he help o  he ea her, e pressed 

ho gh s li e he ones a o e inspire he hildren 
o ponder he grea  n nowns, as  he e is en al 

es ons, and on e pla e he h an 
e perien e. The ar s , poe ry and si , 
o e, re e  he o her side o  he s ien  

e perien e. I  rings he o her side o  he s ien e. 
I  is he o her way ha  h an eings a e sense 
o  he world  e en h grade ea her . 

Wea ing ntry Points in the  
Waldorf Classrooms

An nderlying he e wo en hro gh all he 
lessons was . ery lesson o ser ed 

li ed all si  o  ardner s en ry poin s, and i  
was di l  o separa e he  as dis re e poin s 
in he lessons. The ea hers were in egra ng 
aspe s o  he en ry poin s in o ina ons ha  
hey el  enhan ed he le el o  he hildren s 

engage en . ery ea her egan he orning y 
in ol ing he whole lass in o e en  a i es, 

 hey also in egra ed a he a al, poe al, 
si al, dra a , and opi al a i es opi al 

eaning rela ed o he ain lesson opi , e.g., 
doing yoga when s dying India. A i es were 
in egra ed and rela ed o he rri l  opi  so 
ha  ea h opi  was approa hed ro  a arie y o  

en ry poin s. 
The in egra on on n ed hro gho  he 

orning. ring he re iew o  he pre io s day s 
lesson, e is en al es ons were as ed and 
whole lass dis ssions ens ed wi h he ea hers 
are lly g iding open-ended on ersa ons 

on he opi . a er in he lesson, he s den s 
were as ed o se drawing and wri ng as ools 
or deeper re e on on he opi , engaging he 

i agina on and a a ng es he  sensi i y.  
The is al ar s, si , poe ry, o e en , 

and s ory elling were in egral o ponen s o  
all he lessons a ross grade le els. o  only did 
he hildren e perien e se eral en ry poin s on 

ea h opi  s died,  he ea hers also ade i  
lear ha  his was planned o ring a o  a deep 
nders anding o  he rri l  on en  ro  
any perspe es. The ea hers des ri ed heir 

wor  as eing ar s s who rea e ain lessons o 
address he ogni e, e o onal, and physi al 
de elop en  o  he hildren a  heir s age o  

a ri y. 
e s er s di onary de nes  as he 

a ili y o ring in o eing, o prod e hro gh 
ar s  or i agina e e or , and ha  an ar s  
is a rea or o  ar s  wor  e s er . 
These ea hers were as ing he hildren o 

e o e ar s s, oo. They e pe ed heir hildren 



Research Bulletin  • Autumn/Winter 2017  • Volume 22  • #2

64            

o e o e poe s, si ians, is al ar s s, 
dra a s s, and wri ers. These e perien es were 
wo en in o e ery ni  o  s dy o ser ed and in o 
he daily rhy h  or ro ne o  he ain lesson, so 
ha  hey e a e a na ral par  o  he day. All he 
hildren par ipa ed in e ery a i y o he es  

o  heir a ili y.
ne ea her des ri ed a 

o en  when he hildren were 
showing heir drawings o  he 
pre io s day s narra e o one 
ano her. The drawings o  he 
s ories were ar elo s. They were 
so pro d o  he . a h one was 
di eren , and hey a e p wi h all 
sor s o  hings. They ea h displayed 
heirs or heir lass a es o see  
irs  grade ea her .

ne ea her rela ed he reason 
why ea hers in ol e so any 
sensory and rea e e perien es 
in heir lessons. I hin  his 

oring o  he di eren  senses in order o a e 
i  possi le or he hildren o e a le o ha e 

ali es, or s ills ra her, ha  are no  dependen  
on e hnology o a e he  wor  has e o e 

ore o  a ri al pie e. I hin  we are a  a poin  
where de ien ies are la  in ha  way and an e 

nno ed. I hin  he a di ory learning is s h 
a s rong a e  o  he way we ea h  Third grade 
ea her .

iscussion
Thro gh he s dy, i  e a e lear ha  he 

ea hers a  his aldor  s hool were already 
sing all o  ardner s en ry poin s o ring 
nders anding o a opi . The ea hers were also 

li ing he any di ensions o  he hildren s 
a ili es in he lessons  heir ogni e, a e e, 
and physi al de elop en  were a en in o 
onsidera on a  e ery grade le el. e i ng 

poe ry, singing, playing re orders, and sing 
rhy h i al o e en  o re i e es a les, 
or e a ple, were a e pra es in e ery 
lassroo  o ser ed. The ea hers e pressed 

he sen en  ha  hey wished he hildren o 
e a le o ponder he grea  n nowns, o se 
heir hin ing o sol e pro le s, o e rea e 

and se heir i agina ons in heir wor . The 
ea hers in his s dy elie ed ha  sing l ple 

en ry poin s os ers rea e, i agina e, oral 
hin ing and leads o a deep 

and road nders anding o  he 
rri l  on en  i  also helps 

he hildren a e onne ons 
in and e ween dis iplines. 
This s ppor s ardner s lai  
ha  deep i ersion is ey 
o nders anding  As wi h 

le re, an ary , and 
ha  e or s o de elop hose 

l ple perspe es  are he 
es  an do e o s ereo ypi al 
hin ing  ardner , p. 

. The ea hers in his s dy 
on rred ha  hey wished o 

de elop e i ili y and rea i y 
in he hild s hin ing hro gh li ing l ple 

odali es.

Signi cance and Future irec ons
This s all-s ale s dy pro ides a odel o  

ea hing or nders anding ha  is rren ly in 
se. I  is an approa h si ilar o ons r is  

and ni ersal design ha  s ri es o engage 
s den s o learn in ways ha  se l ple en ry 
poin s o address he dep h and read h o  a 
opi  and pro ide a ess or a arie y o  s den s. 

I  wo ld e in eres ng o a e he ne  s ep 
and see i  his approa h o ea hing a es a 
di eren e in nders anding a opi . In i ely 
his a es sense. This e hod o  ea hing is 
o on pra e in aldor  lassroo s and 
o ld e sed or r her s dy o egin o 

address wha  happens o hildren s hin ing, 
rea i y, and i agina on when he rri l  

ge s narrowed, or e a ple, in so e p li  
s hool lassroo s a ed wi h he e phasis 
on high-s a es s andardi ed es ng. The s dy 
also raises se eral es ons a o  dep h o  

The teachers … 
belie ed that using 
mul ple entry points 
fosters crea e  
imagina e  moral 
thinking and leads 
to a deep and broad 
understanding of 
the curriculum 
content  it also helps 
the children make 
connec ons in and 
between disciplines.
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nders anding and os ering oral hin ing as 
ways o prepare s den s o e o e i ens in a 
o ple  world. 

This s dy raises es ons a o  he in egral 
se o  he ar s in par lar he is al ar s o 

a g en  nders anding. To da e here ha e 
een so e s dies ond ed on he e e s o  

drawing on he rain or ins an e, y he ana 
onsor  a aniga . e also now ro  
he wor  o  isner, and, and o hers how he 
is al ar s a e  learning y helping o rea e 

ha i s o  ind and  isner 
 He land, inner, enee a 

 heriden . A es on ha  
re ires r her s dy is how does 
daily, rri l -e edded drawing 
as sed y hese aldor  ea hers 
a e  s den  nders anding  

ore o ld e done o s dy 
ea h o  he en ry poin s alone or in 
o ina on o p rs e deep nders anding. e 
o ld as  o  o e en  a i es, dra a, spee h, 

si , and poe ry  oes ea h o  hese es he  
and e perien al approa hes on ri e o deeper 

nders anding and help a e in erdis iplinary 
onne ons, as he se en h grade ea her 

s gges ed in re eren e o her s ien e ea hing
oes a l - odel approa h o ea hing 

prod e he inds o  hin ing ha  is rea e, 
e i le, analy , and syn he  A ording o 
ardner  and o hers, his is he ind o  

hin ing ha  will e needed in he re. e 
will need ad l s who an hin  ro  ,  ee , 
syn hesi e large on ep s, and ring pra al, 
s ala le sol ons down o gro nd le el. oes his 
approa h o ea hing a ili a e ha  a ili y o see 
he grand iew and hen nd lo al sol ons

In addi on o rea e hin ers wi h in a  
i agina ons, ardner posi s, we need i ens 
who ha e a oral o pass ha  is, he a ili y 
o hin  o  he grea er good. an we on n e o 

de elop rri la ha  allow hildren o pro e 
and dis ss he grea  philosophi al es ons 
o  h ani y in order o nd e pa hi  and 
o passiona e responses o world si a ons

redi a ng his ar le is he nderlying 
ass p on ha  we wan  o r na on s hildren o 

e deep hin ers apa le o  a ing onne ons 
and rea ng new ho gh  pa erns or he re. 

ardner has presen ed a heory o address 
hese iss es, and his ar le posi s ha  aldor  

ed a on is a e hod o  ea hing ha  long 
ago e ra ed ardner s heory o  ea hing 
or nders anding. on r ing he iew ha  
sing he en ry poin s heori ed y ardner 

and pra ed y aldor  ed a ors leads o a 
deeper, ore onne ed way o  

nders anding a opi  will ols er 
an arg en  or applying he 

ndings o p li  s hool lassroo s 
where os  o  he na on s hildren 
are eing ed a ed. This wo ld 
dire ly hallenge he narrowing 
o  he rri l  ha  is rren ly 
o rring in A eri an p li  

s hools as an nin ended onse en e o  he 
o s on high-s a es s andardi ed es ng a i h 

. 
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