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exercise the opportunity to express their wishes 
for their children.1 Others take the view that 
charter schools are a corporate, philanthropic, 
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local public, public charter, and private 
schools

The terms �������	and �
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�	apply to 
schools that are non-public or non-state and are 
primarily, if not wholly, funded through their own 
resources rather than government tax dollars.2 

An �
����
��
�	�
����	is usually viewed 
as a subset of private schools or private 
���
��
���'
��#�	!����������
��
���"��
����
�
��
��"���	����������"��������������	�#����
and independent schools and typically use the 

terms non-public or private for any school that 
����
����	��
�����������
����
��
����������*����
makes an �
����
��
�	�
����������+����������
of private schools is normally based on the legal 
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a church or parish is called a ����
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public and charter schools. They establish their 
own admissions criteria,3 develop their own 
���
��
����"
���!�
�		�
�������������������
methods, and use secular and non-secular 
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there is space for that student within the 
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A local public school is run by a school 
district, which is either an independent special-
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a contract (charter) with a local public school 
district or agency authorized by the state to grant 
charters in order to operate as a public school.
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based on their legal residency unless a legal 
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anywhere in the host state.
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In exchange the schools are held to stronger 
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scores on state-mandated standardized tests. In 
theory, this means a charter school is more likely 
to face closure than a local public school as a 
result of poor student test results. 

Confusion and controversy
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between 2012 and 2014: From 16% to 28% 
among opponents and from 43% to 55% among 
supporters—while the percentage of adults who 
had not made up their mind dropped from 41% 
to 18%.6 
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laws vary from state to state. Moreover, the 
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the words “independence” and “freedom.” 
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from the fact that, similar to 
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teachers unions are a major supporter of the 
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Growing charter vs. declining private 
school enrollment
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have charter school laws with a total enrollment 
of approximately 2.5 million students. This is 
4.2% of all students.9�)�����������%#�����	�!�����	�
enrollment has grown 80% and the number of 

public charter schools has increased by 50%. In 
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charter schools is the result of a 
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the release of this report.
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independent and religious schools.

 4 The growing number of Waldorf and 
Montessori educators seeking more 
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charter school 
enrollment has 
grown 80% and the 
number of these 
schools increased 
by 50% [while] 
private schools 
have experienced 
a 9% decline in 
enrollment.
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Our once unchallenged preeminence in 
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the framework of curricula standards and 
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to ensure that schools used the newly developed 
standards for curricula and “high stakes” 
standardized tests. This strategy included:

 4 Emphasizing a performance- or outcome-
based system based on student test scores, 
rather than simply relying on adherence to 
rules and procedures.

 4 Using a rewards and punishment approach 
in which teachers and schools would receive 
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a framework of state policy and the possibility 
of schools being authorized by the state as well 
as local boards.19�7�����
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school—public or private.” He also suggested that 
“teachers should be at the center of the charter 
school movement.”21
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Enrollment impact of charter schools  
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Overall, about 8% of charter elementary students 
and 11% of middle and high school students 
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Instead of this much more diverse landscape 
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based schools because of their emphasis on 
student outcomes measured by standardized 
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Even though there is some evidence that 
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For the purposes of this paper, we will 
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A study of recent Gallup polls reveals that 
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the public has the least trust and 
which have the least experience 
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accountability system on the basis of collegial 
self-government and peer review.” 

With such contemporary words we can 
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phenomena and a glimmer of what must be, 
regardless of personal opinion, regarding schools. 
Otherwise, the Waldorf school movement will be 
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become all the stronger. 
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and geography, and every school in America will 
ensure that all students learn to use their minds 
well, so they may be prepared for responsible 
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5) Every adult American will be literate and will 
possess the knowledge and skills necessary to 
compete in a global economy and exercise the 
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the knowledge and skills needed to instruct  
and prepare all American students for the  
next century.
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inner renewal headed by teachers.
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those that use Montessori and Waldorf methods.
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