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06servírIfJ tFie Six-}/ear CfiarIfJe 
Rmh K~r 

Thi¡ artid~ lS Wtillen from th~ "'0"\' 
oh,en'alion, rhal J ha"" madI' Over rhe P"'¡ 

lhirty years dllrin~ mI' "'OI\: in url}' 
chi ldl.oo<l. For [",el"e of rho« yue< [hav" 
had ,he p riv¡le¡¡c uf worl:ing i" mixed-agc 
I:iooergan:en settinv ",here SOme of me 
chiWttn are going rhrou,h rn.:1f HfitM 

pubeny'" I ha"c had mueh 10 Inm ft:>rn Ihe 

"somrtimcs myst ¡fyin~ .nd fonnidable" older 
"h.ld in rhe k inde'l!."cn. 

Much has bec" »id In rhe W.[don 
mOVcmel'lt ~bout rhe n;nc.yc~r ,hang'. BUI 
",hat abolir rhe .ix_y" .. changd lt is obviou. 
rhar oomerirnc a.<>und rhe ~ of 6ix ,hildren 
undulIo anoche. trans(orrnition. As 
kinderganen teliCMI$, "''1: nttd lo .uppon 
taCh mM' [O KCQmpany Ihe olJe. du!dttn in 

, 

rhe kindergarten .h'ougb IMI very pwfuund 
and overwhe!ming period nf Iransition. By 
l",dcr.".nding ",ha! rhe child is undergoing 
durin¡¡ .hi •• ime, il i$ n'"eh easie. 'o respond 
... i,h lhe inn~r ... ¡wd" uf ~l se:.. yo" are güin¡¡ 
Ihro .. ", transformalio .... 1 low you andlh,,", 
nt"W changes and J ",m hclp you 10 find you' 
",ay." Of coun". mi5 W(>u]d new, ¡,., spo"en 
lo Ihe childr= directly. Il..,...,,,,,r. ¡f ... ·e a. 
e~r~"er~ ~an be pre~red in,..,,,dlyto..,,, and 
mee! the beh~viQrs that eharacleri:" ,h i. 
transforma! ion, then ,he ch, ldr~n .nd paren .. 
are mOTe al ea.., in our pru"nc,," 1h " n ,h" 
children hav" a \.lIfe place 10 ,esI Out t heir 
ncwfound need lo pum foc a boundary. ",e are 
bl"llottd tu m"'" ,hem and W p;ttentl can ha\'e 
trus< .h:o. we ,tuly undennnd ,hei' "h¡]d.en. 



Sorn~llm~ between th~ a¡¡~. of fi,'~..,.nd,lhr",," 
quart.erl lO .seven , ... e beglo lo ><-"t: Ihar Ihe 
child""n 1'" 3SKinfi: for somerhing mo"" from 
us in adduion 10 OUt conlinued worloing OUI <lf 
imin.ion, Let'~ 1001. Ir SOrne of rh .. 
d ..... ·e]op"'''n .. Ihal n.tUnllly oceur a[ Ihis lime. 
Th~ 1I<: de"clopmenl< He ~hind Ihe ch~n~es in 
lhe ehild's rCSpOn"'" 10 hb world. Takin~ 
inlen:st in whal's ha ppcnin,g fo.- .he ch,ld ",.¡LL 
help liS lO know "'hal is lhe bes!: ..... y 10 

respondo Thcrc are .wo helpfu] diagram. ti,a, ] 
,ha"" wilh Ihe paren\!. Thc fi<S1 i. Ihe fiow línc 
. howing Ihe IhrU-y~ar ~JlO inCatn3!ion lime!>. 
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Wc know Ih31 each uf Ihese ~ ¡nc .. lUlliOCl 
"Vd ... i~ :Keomp.nied by varying dc¡:rL"t:s uf 
;mlip.:"h., 00 Ihe 1"'" of Ih .. ch ild. Thi, 
amip'lhy i$ nec .... "ry becau"" it hel ps Ihe 
.:h ild 10 se;»,,"" more ~nd mttt rhe world on 
hi.!her ovo'o. 1ñe ~;I-year cyde mirles lhe li"", 
when lhe child ', etheric begins lo separale 
mOTe fTom Ihe p""'01. The 1""''''''' "nd Ihe 
children fed Ihis "pulli ll~ .parl" , ... helhcT I1 is 
~r a con5Cious or ufiConsciou. levd. Sorne 
p"Teo .. suddenl}' w.m 10 nomeschool as Ihey 
f...,1 I""ir "h,ld,..,n Kpar.lliog from Ihem. So~ 
eh¡kl,eo ,eaCI hy nO< W1lnl ing .0 come 'O 
.... hool. Thcy m.y OnC d.y clin~'o ,he parcn«' 
Irgs .nd anOlher Jay ,~II ,h ~ir parcnts ,h.1 
Ihey ",.1"11 10 eome tmo .hc ~hool by 
lhemsel""s. ~P1easc 5"Y in che ea" Mommy. I 
.... m lo ¡:o in by myscl f loday." 

J"m rcminde-d of ,hc mOnling Ih". 1:. carne 
lo .... 1.001 (a rrie.:! in he, D.d'~ .rm .. Ita w.~ a 
child ",he> h~d v~ry ~Tc. ! ive and ¡maginal;ve 
playand he. lo\'e fo, Ihe kind~~arten was 
ObviOUs. We had bcgun ro -= l he ch.an~ in 
her oulwardly for a couple uf wL"t:ks because 
he, us"a! ulm anJ el.bonuely coslumed 
dre .. ·up play h.d kcn rcpl.eed by • fren:itd 
n«d for mO""m~n'_ Wc were pretly lure Ih'l 
shc .... 1$ e~periencin~ IO~ as~t!I uf 1M 
ehangc because her [imb, and .orso WeTe 

, 

SI"'lehing aod growing: also. BUI .... e Were nol 
prcparc-d for hu appearance ont moming in 
our play yard wilh her head buried in he, 
Dad·'5h.oulde ..... "1 don'l ... -.nl 'o go lo school. 
E""r'(One is 00 mean lO me. ~ shc said. 

Al ,ha, poin' Ihe f~,her ,,'as prepartd 1<> 

wi,hdraw b. from school. ¡ winked QI him, 
sen! 1:" off 1<> pick Aowc .. ,,'ilh a fri"ud and 
W(! lalhd oome mo", abou, wh •• wc bmh 
_,.., upcricncing with ha', bcNVioTS. 11.e 
nnl lime we looked. ha "'as pl.yina happily 
",irh her many friend.~ ~"d f.lh~, wenl home 
I!r.ucfu! for rbe re~lilation ,har l:a was 
show,n~ him how .he .... as eIperiendng oome 
of Ihe ........ kind, o f f...,liugs .hal were 
."oakeotng in he, aS sIIe feh lhe chao~ 
eoming:. [1 is no' uncOmmon .ha. children win 
experience a re~r~~,ion hefore Ihey launeh 
i"lo !heir nCW independen.:e A few d.ys Ia,e" 
i overhnrd ha sayin¡¡ lo sorne fricnd", ~You 
kllOw ",ha,' 1 ju<t puahed rny Dad a",.y tOJay! 
[ said . Daddy you gel Oul of here:' 

Every year I he¡:in lo 1.lllo .he ;»rents 
aboUllhe .ix_ye.r changc al ,he \).(¡¡:inning of 
Ihe school yea~ I [eU tht p.renu lO e~~1 
grUI cha~ in Ihei, ehiklrtn and I ex pLain 
Ihis io d.-tail al OUT firsl meetinfl:. lt il veT)O 

Mlrful !O ha"e ak""dy dt""¡oped Ihi. rappon 
..... ilh rhe p''''"IS before ,heir childrtn hegin lo 
show bchavior and body eh.ngcs. Alrhough 
.here are many USUI[ bod.,. and consc¡ousn~ 
changes lo 1001. for, ead> child .ends ro ha,~ 
Ihe" OWn uniqut way lo d isplay Ihis, [c's 
imponan, lo open up Ih .. channels of 
cornmuoication with ¡he parcn(.$ so ,ha, bolh 
te.cher and parent Cln take comfo,! in shared 
obHrval;Ons. %en Ihe chikl""n ha"" pused 
throu¡;;h ,he dange. ClIpKi.ll\' if Ihcy h:we 
heen mel wilh lovina finnneu., Ihere is Ihe 
possibili'y ,ha •• hey e~n r~-cnleT IheiT 
su rrouud ings I ..... nsfo,mcd .nd in I mOre 
peaceful sla,e Chlldren nred. .he" <Clmers fo 
dcvclop fhis rapp(l,1 w¡th lheir pl-rtnfl. 

Wh •• childrtn like I:a • ...eh us i. lha llhe 
change h3ppens on many d¡fú,n:m le".:Is. I1 i. 
a very profound physical phcnomenon, bu, ,he 
effeen .100 ripple tDlO all,sp<'C1$ of !he chi]d'~ 
dwelopmenl_ Wc know lha, in ~Im of che 
seve,,",yea, cyc]es fhere is a periad of more 



dI"Velopmenlal enll'h",,;. on will;ltj(, f""H"Il 
onU ,h iobllg. \Vi . hin . hese cydcs Ihe..., , r<: 

al"" time. where tilde "e""l. of w¡¡¡¡ng. f~~ling 
and thin kin~ ~rC ... ul",rW ond Jeve/opW for 
fu'u'" ue''elol'm<:n,~1 olta...".,. B<:Iow is a li"" 
&:,..~ph lo sh""" Ihis. 
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Running Ihe risl: of O\"Cr,implify,nlt a compln 
lopie. ,hi. can MIl' uS 10 $<:e' numbel of 
things. If yuu look al ,h~ ¡:nph al ,he place 
around ,he perioo of fh·~and.lhr"~lu~rtcrs lo 
~"vCn you willl\:c .hal Ihe child i. 
cX l'e ri cndn~ a gre., ueal at ,his , ime. W~ oec 
Ihe ,.·iU of Ihe feding ¡¡fe eomíng from the 
fUlu'" and .he awakeJli"ll of ,deJoS ;. lhown by 
Ihe .hinkin¡¡/willioll upttt. For .he fi . st I1me 
si""e bmh. Ihioktn~ anJ fttli"ll ~re strong 
I'.es<:ncu in lhe chiId'~ biography ~I lhe "'me 
t ime.s willi ,\~. Of cour.." the Mt"..., of the.., 
cal'aci,ie~ doc. nOI yer r~mble Ihn! of ,he 
.dults and older .ihlings in hu life. Few o f us 
understand what lhe )'O\tn¡: ehikl faCes in hi, 
e,,~r¡"ncc al Ihi. ,ime. l. appraf$ Ih~. ,,'illiog, 
f""ling anu ,hill k ¡n~ ne opero.i"e all al Ihe 
.. me t ime wi¡h I double d"", of wil1! Again, 
pleas<: kno,," Ih.1 Ihe,", eap.dri~t do oot 
m~nifest in the ehild .. wc cx!'<'.lcnce rhem in 
Ih~ aduh. 

M~o)' adu¡'$ U!f !crnple.J 'o approaeh chilJull 
u, in); in.ellccwal .ea.oning now bUI whOl rhe 
child ", . lIy nreds i5 for ", lo .ttach lo hi, 
li,,,,ly imaginations. 1" be •. Rudolf Sleioe. in 
Lecturc T ".0. p. 3S of TlH: KillJ!(kJ", of 

o,ikJhoodll.OIeO.., fa. as 10"y wc can ~ruin" 
a chíld if wc ~peak ro hin! in in,(/I«IUal ",a)". 
,nllCad of in plctur~~ ••• his ,ime. [o Lec!u", 
On~. pages 27.28 of Th<; ROOM of EducIlrion, 
S'cinct .Iso say .. "W~ aU of.cn p.rTjc"I .. I)" 
¡¡r:arifiro if we can Icaeh a child som~hin$: ¡ha' 
he Cm reproduce in ,he same fOtm sc\o'cral 
)"nrs [alet. Bln. ti", ;5 )1.1", as Ih<".>uth "'e,...,n. 
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lo hl~e a pait of shOC$ maJe for a chilJ o( 
rh,ee and c"pttl him.o wn. ,hcm whcn he i. 
ten. In r".l it y OU T task i, .o gi,'~ .he child 
Ii"ing flexible ideas " 'hleh con grow in his so,,1. 
Wt mus' oursd".,. partal.:e In lhe inward 
activiriu of ,he child's soul, aod " 'e muSl 
cOunt il a ioy 10 gi~t him somrlhing Ihal i. 
inwaro l)" 6~xibk ."J dasl;':; and jusI as he 
grow! wj!h hi. phy.ical limbs "" he can ~.ow 
" p wilh Ihes<" id~"". fcc\inH' and impul.., •. "nd 
in a &ho.1 , ime hc him""lf c.n make .omerhing 
e/se Oul of ",hat we h,,'e given him." In 
LecIU", an.,. pa¡:« JO.J I of 1M: Kingdom of 

o,ildhood. Slcinct sayl Ihal childrell al Ihe 
eha~ of 1...,lh need "001.11 'nilk"' from 1.15 now 
ond "'you must take ¡he k""n~ .. i"'e,e., in 
... hol is awakcn i n~ al ¡he ch"n~~ of ' e-e,h .. 
,Yo" must a llow .he child's illll~r nature 10 
d""ide "'hal )UU ou¡:hl 10 be doing wilh him." 

One six·ye ... ·old expressrd lo her paren!. 
")'·lom. ",,,rylhing i. d¡fkn." •. You and 
Daddy ~tc Jiff~tC\t. The trea look diffcr~m. 
Evcn "arlequin ,he cal il di ffe",nr nOW. AuJ 
Mom. il'. juSI li h 1 <ion'l even know how lo 
"l~y anynlO"'." AOOlh. r child exp"'$..,.;l, 
·'Everyl hio¡¡ i< boting. 11" borin~ ~I home. 
School i5 boting. ["m l:Oi"l: lo fUO away 10 ,he 
Fa .. y MOfhct'. MUse." If ""e ore luck)" enou¡::h 
lo heu Ih~ Ihittlt$ as leach~rs we ean kno .... 
Iha' Ihese chi!drcll need our altenlivcneu 2nd 
,upro"· 

n .. s CaO be a confu'1n1l and Ii'Cry sr rious lime 
fo! chilJ", ,, and Ihey ce .. aillly don'l f...,1 in 
COntrol. T hei r body is ch~n~in~. ,heir 
consciou.ne<> i. e h an~ing and thei. cO nne<: lion 
lo Ihdr wo.ld is ch.n¡:ing. Lct'.look more 
dosel)" ~ I sorne of , hese changes. 

t>hysically, " '" kno:- Iha! Ihc elhcrk bod)· " 
IClivdy wo.kln¡: 10 prndrate and fa.hion Ihe 
.hild', bod)". The .hild it Iryin~ .0 make hit 
body his own .nd 'o break 'W')" fmm .he I¡e~ 
of heredily. When ,he clhcric has ~n"I .. !ed 
,he hardu. substance ill Ih. body, .he bono .. 
• heo Ills free.o move on 10 lIS n"",' ,,·ork. 
AhhOll/l,h. in lhe pasl. eduealors ha'<e paid 
mueh altC\rion .0 the ",Iu,,", of Ih. milk ,..,Ih 



and s~cond de",i, ion as u sign,,1 foc ,h.is 
",udin«., now we are bein~ advised tú pay 
more 'I' emion tú Ih.e oppeurance of the six ­
)'~ar molar. as a slgn Ihat reaJinc.'i$ is coming. 

The "~tiv i ty "f ,he etheric a lso ,hows il.df 
outw.rdly in the movement of the children. 
The)' [rod 10 ha,"" mon: fr",,=i~-d gcstu",., roce 
,round "nd steadf,s'¡y ""ek ou' movements. 
W~ could ."'y ,hal Ihey ore dOlng ,hcir bcs, 'o 
"ssis, ,hc c,h~ric in its work. As [~achers we 
nccd ,() mCe' ,heS/; ch.ngcs ",i,h ",.rmlh. "nú 
rh~ .rrilnde tha, "this too ,hall pass" and ,hen 
proviJe opportunitie. for Ihe movem"m 
expression ro happen.Fot ,h is "'c mu~, hone 
"ur pOW"" o f oh,ervolion. The children are 
not unlike bubbHn~ pots. A ehild wllO, fmm 
,hc bc~ir",;n¡¡ of Lhe ,,:huol year, has .ho..,n 
c~lm anu ca r~fu l ~aling ha bits a, the snack 
labl~ al! (lf a snddcn i, no' ablc 'o , it "iH <1, 
the meal und we begin 10 wonder if ,he is 
~oin~ lo fati off the bench.We also norice Lhat 
the child's li",b bcgrn [(} str~'eh ""d ,hcir 
w,i .. line. "'Ti'l$ ,nd nc>ck become .pparen!. 
Ilaby fal begins lo disappear and, along with 
,ha" dimple. on Ihe hands .nd Mce. The o ldu 
chiturcn love to ehal1en¡:c themsd"cs ",itl, 
obstado eou,*,,- lottg ad"~n'utc ",."Ib:. 
., k ippir>g, "'orkir>~ wi,h ","1 10"1,, purpo,dul 
work ami ,,'nning gam,'s. j ha\'e found 
trad;,ion~1 g~mcs tO be an ideal tool at thi, 
l im~ to help Ihe ehildtc" sociall,' u"d tu 

SU pl")" ,),cie n,,~J fUT ()rg¡m io~d rn()\'.rn~nt . 

Doin!: ,hin~s for othe,"-hdp;n~ ,he farmee In 
ele.n Out stalb, fe~d ni" chickcns. h~rd lh~ 
lambs; picking up "lap' of lillcr on ¡"'¡olh~r 
Eunh {ln moming w~lb: tuking 'p,n ,he gr~in 
grinder to dean jI: cleaning and oiling outdoor 
rool,: building pu,hs, {¡ Te pi!." gardcns-all ,,( 
th~"" ,hing~ can hdp to ch.nnd th~ will ¡ha! 
w~ h.ve nourished Ihrollghout .l! o f Ihe cul~" 
)'~ars imo purposdul moral acli,"iey no, 
frenzied, erra,ie bch.,vior"- I havc (ound i, 

dfcctivc to have one '" two children e\'eryda)' 
t,,, the "kin~s" ~nd I"ad "ur morning "'alk. I 
begin thi, pr~ctice ,,'h~n Ihe d"ss und~rstands 
ubou' being "a1l togclher" on our walks. If th~ 
Icadees TUn nn ahcau OnU leuvc thc n,hers W~)' 

behinu Ihen I be~kon them back tO the group 
with mr bdl and they wait for another day tú 

, 

lead u. on oue w.!k. Al Ihe pre.ene eim., Ih~ 
children in my da ... are sp reading "soil ,ha, 
th .. worms m.de in {lUT cornpos, pile" 0 0 ,he 
playground foc .he lower gr"des' dli!dr~n. 
"Th~ big child ren "'~ going lo ¡,., 50 glad ,ha, 
we're doing [his." is somcthio~ the children 
Say over anu o ver ever)"da~". We have a 
responsibililY as teaehers to holp ,he ch,ldrcn 
to fine! worthy Ch""lds for ,b"ir ae, ivi,ics .md 
",a,Y" ,ha, ",·c can a"i~, ,hem o., ,heir eth~T;e 
complete, ;'5 tas" of penelraling lh~ body. 

Challgcs ;n the Ci"sstoom 

As ,heir body strdel,es anJ ¡;rows anu ,heir 
.1'j)C, i ,~ inacases. ehildr"" bq{in 'o givc "s 
dues in their play. They oflen try eo bllild 
fum it"re up t<:t ,he ceiling or outdoors. Ihey 
,,""nt to dim b onto th~ roof of the sh~d. A 
chile! .. fonuna,e i"deed to ha ... :." 
~"" irnn",~", ",hetc <he ,cacher Con hdp him 
10 find ""ay. to m~<:, thi, need to ,treteh 
upward while, a, Ihe same time. main'aining 
healthy bound,,;es- In one ",hool sc"ing ¡ 
v;sitro , the chjJdr~" wet~ pr{lvidcd wi,h a 

","edy rope ti,", ,h" ,,,"che r ,hrc", ov~r a 
'''onI: 'n", branch Thc chi l dr~n raised ond 
lower~d ~.ch other up .nd down out of ehe 
,(t"c w¡'il~ .he tcaeher a,ecn,i\'dy ",atehed. We 

c~n ""~ this 'trelching experience in other 
",a)','>. 'O<>- In ,he;r drawing. w~ can $Ce laude, .. 
,nd ,i¡:.:ag ¡in~s. The children 're <how¡n~ us 
the;. "x.,.,ri~nce of lh" ch.roge of ,eelh and 
the slretching of lheir torso and limbs. Of 
course, along wilh <h is time COme complaints 
uf 'umm)" ,ch"s "nd join, pain •. 

A, a more invisible le,·eJ the chilur~n a,e 
also w{lrking tú c".hli,h ,h,,; r dominant side 
and tO b.. . bl~ 'o comfort.bly eross over {h~ 
\'~reical and horiwntal m idline. Clapping 
games like Hor Gross Bun .•. Pca.'" Portid/ft' 
Hm, A :XllJur Wém ro Sea, Se", Se". Or 
bringing emssover ~~sturcs inl<> ci,-d~ Ilm~ 
Ca n aS.~i$' ,he ch ildren. Svrnrnc"TY "nd b.lance 
begin ' o appear more in ,he children's 
drawings as Iheir rh,.,hmic .;'st~m is mor~ 
.,ahili:ro. The figures in ,he;r drawings ar~ 
~Iso núen JTawn s,and ing On rhe e3nh. Thel" 
can skip. b.lonce, ~nd hold a tune more " •• ily. 



Probably Ih~ tnOSl irodi,·idu.1 diffu(n<:elI • ..., 
s«n m lhe ~mOlion~1 and social chwgelI lhal • 
~h,ld u"dcr¡l<lCs RI this age. Some childreo 
,,,.pooJ w;th more b .... vado while sorne 
inwardly ~.menl th~; r .,ix_.,..,~r-old brew. 

Onc uf the most common r"'POnkl ¡'ve 
witnessed is ¡he nero of ,he child'"n lO be r.hc 
bo"- Parems, teacher~ allJ theit peen lrl: no 
lon~r 58fe from ~ing correcle.:! al eve.)" 
mist~ke. Thi", eo"plro "'¡rh the 3fT,,".1 of ~ 
seose of time (befo"," .f.e., c'c.). can ,how 
iu .. I( •• ci.d .. time when ti .... child spttds up 
Ihe vers .. to be fmishe.:! hefo, .. tM <Khen o r 
slow, down hn- ""Ikin¡¡: d"rinK tM morn(ng 
w-alk so Ih"t she can ani>.., "'oy bellón<! 11 ... 
otl ... r" O<,in2 .Iong with what .",., rybody d.., 
II doinS is no looll"r an """'úo""';ú,,, priority. 
Süme child,en lú"e lú play.t ""inK diffcrcm, 
Wi,h ,h .. ír frícnds there ar~ loog COOVUUI;OOS 
aoout who ;5 "fir.c 00&"'- " W~ he •• ,he 
chilJren say ovu .nd ove. 'R.in. "BuI ¡ want 
10 be Ihe hmo!" üT "1 know. You ~ fi'SI 00". 
)'Ou ~ ..... ood bo ... yo" be ,hird bo.sa. r'll be 
(úur,h büss ami I get lo .... y what we do!" 

Wc o~ ,,, remember ,hO! 'M cltild...,n·. 
C<)OSClou~ness 1S ehanging f,om a ¡un e of 
be,n¡:- ",he.e lhey unile wirh the ObjKII of 
,herr play 10. SU'e of being ,,·he..., ,hey ha,.., 
In imalinativc idca aOOur rhe play tlu" ,hey 
"",nI lo implement. As menlione.:! ,""'·e. Ihis 
can ~ ~ frusHall<:>n to Ihe childrCtl ~lId !hcy 
may h«om~ li,tl~ Of ",arehe" in the pby 
for • ",hil .. until .hey C'n find Ihei. way ""fh 
,hls OCIO' c.paóly_ Thi~ ;, nm ncecs~arilv abad 
IhiuM. It cau t,., a gr.ceful t,"nsition linoc if ,he 
ch ild'en do nOf bccúme too a"xiou$. How~vc •. 
ir the teache, fed .. Iha' i. has gone on long 
enough. lh"n bringing the ehildren (ho¡>(:fuH y 
nn .. ot a rim~) tO hdp ""th ,he ,..aclw:r', wúrk 
can ~ .. nou/:h of a jump,,,a ... ' 0 rropel ,h .. 
chrldrell back into fh .. pl"V- From Chal 
pe'$pcCtive of doing the ,,"O,k arod watehin¡¡: 
o<hl:r'a play ,he ehildrcn ca" often so:<: 

sonlethin/!: imerat~ that Ihe)" ""nIIO ;Oin. 
It'~ Ofl.,1I ,he pl.y of lhe )'Oungu ehild...,n Ihor 
M>Co"ng~. Ih" olde. ch,rdnn to 'e..,nr,r ,he 
pl.y. 

Oflen the olde, ehild ... n also lik .. lO hclp set 
up me creativc .ctívi.ies and nrange p,op« fot 
d",mas o, puppel play .. Thcy cao liso ~ 
inwluabk in .... iserna ... ilh doin¡ thing5 (o, the 
)'OUIl)(.,r child,..,..: tying Ihoe" holding hands 
00 "",14 th...,ading " .. <:dIC!<. n,isting witl! 
hand",ork projC1Ot' etc. rl' •• Iso .Iwoy, a th.iIl 
whcn the older ehild.en can Rel lú Ihe poim in 
Ihe cour..., of rhe yea< whe..., they Can make 
,he bread, prepa.e rhe soup o' clun rhe 
kindergarten ,,11 hy themselve$. 

Tying rhe finge._~ni'led roP'" inro.1I sort$ 
of linu, eom.·eb .. and tclephone wi...". i$ oflen 
a SIgo of rM p.esent" of Ihis new "lhínking. ~ 
Tho: oni .. ,,1 úf ,he..., pieIO'" ima¡¡.inalion, in 
,hei' COmK:ioll$J>(:$$ propds ,h .. chUd. en into. 
.car nccd to ha~ ... dw: c~pe .ience of Ihe" idea 
~ing prayw. oul. We nccd lo ."'.n lhe:..., 
"hUdr"" tú de .. elop usef"l soci.1 ,kill,.., ma' 
Ihis nced con be fulfilled. Al ! wril" ,hilo 
G.bricl COmeS to mind . Gabriel w~ •• c~pablt, 
hardy and fiery hoy. He had 1 panlon fo, 
lcading rh~ pl.y hUI "'as ,"~ry .bl~ tu play co­
úpeulivdy. Som.-whe.t around .ix_.nd_t1,,,,,,· 
quaners, he bcgan to grow q"lte b-oMy wi,h 
Ihe childreD. o"ily he would try lO organiz" 
Ihe whole da .. ¡n,o his play. Mo.sI úf Ihe lime 
me child,cn ,,""QUId il:no.e his büssy ,..ays bUl 
Ihis did no! dete. him. 1 watthed him on" 
,..eck desper.ltdy 'I)'ing lO herd, ca,..lc, .nd 
mampulue me eI"M inlO hi. pmc:. AH weck I 
observe.:! Gabriel de.penlely olruAAit lo ~ 
'"r,"1 boss. M Thcn, on Friday, wilh grco t 
satisfact;on, he eon.nuera! • eo.ral Wilh • 
fence lhat rnised and lowe'e.:! and, one by onc, 
he c.p,"red the ilUere .. of his pecr~ and he 
was able ro herd rhe poniclo donkeys. pig •. and 
cúws inlO hi. eürral. The look of c(lnqucsl on 
his f.ce waS palpable. 

Somcrime-<, ehild"", can l ... -conoc sluck in 
lhei r playas this new capacíty fo. picIU..., 
imo¡¡ínalions floods io. They love to plav ,he 
SlIme Il"me ",,,r and ""er ¡gain o. lake mOM 
ú{ Ihe play OCMion lo oct up sctnarios. h 
""''''l/UI ca...,ful observalion lo """ ",hen Ihe 
child i . serwd by.he ima¡inllion úr when ¡t 
eould be helpful lo mnve il on by • sin,ple 
inlroduCliún of a comrlementary idca. F.q-a 
Jaffke explai ..... Ihis ve,y ,..ell in on examplc .he 
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Childhood,,:bere sb~ d~5Cri""s hcl p ing ,h" 
~t.gn~lin~ play of a gtoup of six_y~n·old., by 
su!;!!"sting ,h., I\OW lhe animals in tb~ circus 
ne""led lo ~at. It {ook orlly Orle S~ntence w~lI 
place<! by an observarLt {e,~heL 

Som~ o{hec common things tba' w~ Inay 
enCOlln(er in {he cbilJ's pl"l" ," "finH Pll""ny" 
are (he lendencics fo wtal> pr~.<c"ts and I:ú'~ 
{bem lo other,¡, pl"y i n~" g~tt ing morrie<!, 
geninil Jrlln k. wh ispering to o{bers to do 
naughty (hjn~.<, makiog up t~asi ng rhymes 
"I",u' Nha<, playins a{ I><-ing " "'~~eena~e[," 
play ini( do):, on I~ash~s (master and servant), 
"'aking mon~y, theme pl~y like restaurant, 
~"'r~, ho"pilal, oirp<>rt, ""d mueh more, The", 
is also o tcndeney for {be ~hildr~n to want lo 

puir off and ~hf>Ose " """cí.1 friendo Ploying "t 
exclusion k..,()mc, a paslime, Of Louroe, it ,~ 

,mport"n' lo meel all of these !,;,haviors and 
lheme, wilh th~ mattcr_o(.f.C( "((itoJ~ lha, ,he 
righ¡ way of the w(lrld ",ill be uphdd. W",'lI 
s¡ ill 1><- r~m~m~rin~ our k i"dcr¡:arten ways, 
"The bi~ {caeh"r" s"y ,ha! the children need lo 
k ",)w , h<;ir kindergarlcn ",a)'S !';'fore they 
"om,' to GI"Jde Ouc." EW!I {hou:m thc child 
has th~se experiences .nd impulse< floud in¡; 
imo him, he sti\l n~,-.J < '" rc", in t h~ .,",uri!y 
.. hU[ ,he \\'or ld i. " s.f~ and mo.--~I pb~~ .nd 
{bere are oth~rs that will hclp bim 'o m"ke il 
.'><J. Api!l and again, 1 ha\'e cxp<!,iencd tb. 
gratitud~ of (he ehildren when I hovc m~, 
,b~ir pushing üf ,he ¡'olllldaries wi,h lüvin~ 

firmnes"- Often ,he.,- will COme and sit On mI' 
lap, tah my hand or hug mt". TIte)' wam ro 
puss up 3gainsl ,h is e<>mfMriug ¡'ound"cy ando 
on some le'·o!. tbey are grateful for its 
c()nsist~"ey "ud .""ilahilif.,- wh ik rhey ~re 
rrying oU f their newf(lund, confusing ,lale of 
b,'ing . 

Awak",,,i,,!: Ideas 

Son""t '" la lcr dllTing ,he <eho,,1 ycaT ,he 
e hildc~1l b~~in tO h"ve conversalions .boUl 
God and infmitl'. What a privilege it is to 
o"erh~ar lhese precious eOmmlln;CatiOn,. If 
on ly W~ could keep al i\'e ,he powcr of thes", 
wondering" The most r"",enl conversation I 

o"erhe"d ~boUl infinity happened when lwo 
,hildnn were dis<:"" ing it a round our sna~k 
tabk "In finity mean, 1068'" .,"id O"" d,¡ld. 
"No," said anOlher. " h jusI meons l eep on 
¡:omg." W" ca n begin to """ ¡h. t ¡he childnn 
are no k",g~r .,,' oound to lbe pr~s<:nt alld ¡hey 
can f~d the flllur" coming to ,hem. Sorne 
chi ld ren are abl~ (o relo)' lh~ir d",ams. One 
moth~r roId me ,bou' hu dall¡:hler'. dr~.m. 
"Vetonicn dre,med lhU( tb~ k inderga rlen d<>or 
op"!led and c"cryone il\ ,he el .. $. e"en th~ 
teachcrs, l/O' wil\~s ' W~ .IJ 11,·,.. dO"'n lh~ 
hallway "'1:cu1cr opening up the df>Or.' of {h" 
bi~ sdll~)1 and looking aroond ro see ,,'hal was 
inside" The past al"" become, more 
"'lri<"\'llble in ,heic memorie .. TI\q' b~gin tO 
tell ¡h.ir parents the st()rir.s t hey havc heud in 
kinde~a tl~n: w~""" lhem l<Xlling o u' . nd 
aw.y "s llt"y ima~in" (b~ stories al ,¡or)' time 
or", ,hcy imagin~ what thár bedroom lf>Ob 
like wh~n we ask lhcm '!:>oUl il. One dlild s. id 
lo h~r mOlhcr, "1 don'l neeJ lo gu lO 

Grnndm~'. housc any"'<>rt:, I Can ""e 
Grandm. wh~newr I want 10," 

On~ ~~" ¡h~ impressi<>n ,hal lbe childrcn 
dd ight in stre,ch in~ ¡hcir capadt¡~s in "'.ny 
way" They lo.'c 10 p lay out .,on,~ nf ,h~i r 

fa"ocitc ~ame~ .nd drd~ ..er"" by ~oing 
¡brough ,b~ "'Ol;"I\' .,i lently. lt exerci~s tbcir 
Jewloping capad!\, of hearin,¡; the words 
inwarol.,.. 1 ¡o"c !o p laya g.me c"nt~rd 
u""nd ¡be Wyn"one' ver".. "Unle Brown 
lIu lh." Th~ ch ildren delighl in etrcling amund 
two or tbree olber cbildren covere<! up in " 
bianket represcnting MOlhcr Earth. We mouth 
,he w"rd, lo ¡he ver..- silend;-, goinS through 
(be gestu res of King Win'cr ro~r;ng .nd Lady 
Sprinj'! l;ptoein~ and th~n we Sff if our friends 
hiJd~n under ¡he blanket can "p"ek up tb"i r 
heads, tbrolO' off ,heir nighlie" ood jump ou' 
o( 1",,,," a'lh~ "pproprial~ lime. One da;- as 
we "'ere playin~ lhis g~mc, I for~ot One o f lbe 
¡¡"es. On~ liule bo)' !ookcd al 1Il~ !"lIlderou<ly 
""d '" id, "Th", wi.,dom m"" be ,;oming "p 
yOl1r Je~s .nd making )'O\1r hcad so big that you 
can't nnd {hos~ words." I ,hought, "Doc, this 
sound like ",hal ,,·e 'd cxp,,"'t tn hear (mm a 
six.yea r-<>Id! b ¡,~ de<Ctibing my "noditi()o oc 
his o<'m?" We can le~rn .0 mu",h from lhe 

-



- i ren if we deve10 p a Iela tionmtp with 
ero so that they know wc ate: intc:'''lc s. -d in 

hearino what they ha e to ~ay. 

In cJosing 1 would lile: to erH.:mn:i;lge aIl of 
lli . o acknov,:kxl.ge: th c: f"randne~~s o ' thi' 
h:mae rhat happem:¡ fo - the c.hildren 
'omr!wheH~ between five-and-th -ee--quarters 
an seven. Pitase ' rul'f Jiten w and .Id ¡vare 
the e es tú see \vhr:\t lS happ 'ni.ng (Qr hem. 

iakc YOUl - mvn o bs -'tvalion~ anJ tak interest 
in the o lder chíldl-Cll in the kind r ' <ir en. As 
eac.hers in ro h ::éd-a ~ kind rgartcns we. are a 

bridge for -ht! thildren when th -y are pa ~sing 

11 T" ugh t his rruly . m<:l.zÍllg transfOífilat - :1fi- 'w 
are a bri.dae from th agc ó im i:tation to the 
ime when the chHd.ren have < gro\ving neeJ to 
"ee- the world htough the eyes o f a bd ove 
autho ir".. PCíb:aps i.f we;!ir 3( le t O respond to 
theÍ.r acrivity ;H th time of fi rst puberty wírh 
he-aljn'1 deeds and im:lginations, therl rh'i.s i;s 
one wa r that we· can fulfi U otjr trJisk a' 

educato s [O wO'I-k w ith what S t C " ).eT c.;;¡lled 
m.otral imaginaríon. \y'lc 'an be mst n lments to 
beJp guide the childrcn in b\.1iJdinp a moral 
foundatio lo Wc mu -t (¡l com.pany the chHdr'en 
in uch a I"v ... y tha the ro owenul wil.l that we 

h a v TI urtlJlred in rbem has a p ro per es~ d . in 

which to gerrninate and grow. It 1. . <10 haDO 

always and a tr ial solndirne ·. 
The Í.l.ltcrc ~t that wc wke in the chilaren 

enabl s ti· o conn,e t to their irnartinatiolls 
and end o r 'e th .i.r attempts tú stretch into 
thcs ncw hot' i~ons .. Tak ing u and 
. mbeUi:shine th ir interest i pcrhaps ne f 
t he IDO ' powC'rfuI to< I . we have. Wc are 
dotn . me worH a :enrice ~ hc"O we an tak 
couragc te bt.: Jo ]ngly plTS nt at (his 
h n : -h 1, f r these child ren_ 

RUtll Ke ís a IOIJg'time Waldorf carly hJ1d ... 
hood te-tl l1e[ in Bdl'J:'ih (),/unl.bia. 
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