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seeks to address the full and harmonious develop-
ment of the child’s spiritual, emotional, and physi-
cal capacities, so that he or she may act in life as
a self disciplined and morally responsible human
being. Since its inception, AWSNA has extended
advice and encouragement to Waldorf schools in
the United States, Canada, and Mexico. It collabo-
rates regularly with schools in Europe and
throughout the world.

A secondary purpose of AWSNA is to function
as an information source and focal point for indi-
viduals and organizations interested in knowing
more about Waldorf education as it is developing
in North America. Through surveys, research,
questionnaires, and other means, AWSNA strives
to maintain current information that is useful to
the member schools and the public. Through
Renewal: A Journal of Waldorf Education, newslet-
ters, and a comprehensive publications section,
this information is shared with all interested par-
ties.  

The Association of Waldorf Schools of North
America facilitates activities among all Waldorf
schools on this continent. AWSNA provides school
accreditation, research publications, conferences,
training for mentors, high school development,
guidelines for best practices, and individual school
services. 

AWSNA provides: 

• Support for a developmentally appropri-
ate education that promotes a healthy 
childhood 

rologue
The word association as used by Rudolf

Steiner has deeper connotations and spiritual sig-
nificance in that the activity attracts spiritual
forces. An association is a loosely knit gathering
of schools with a common mission, vision, and
view of the human being. The strength of an asso-
ciation is that it is able to do more than any indi-
vidual school can do. Broadly, an association is a
body into which schools join to receive continued
support and guidance towards the fulfillment of
their own goals while keeping a conscious link
with the deeper impulses within Waldorf educa-
tion. An association provides legal protection,
supports teacher training, publications, accredita-
tion, and continental conferences, does research
on the developmental stages of youth, and gives
economic guidance to schools. An accreditation
process provides for school self-assessment and
professional accountability. The research into edu-
cational methodology, teacher practices, and chil-
dren’s needs studied and analyzed by the associa-
tion’s Research Institute ensures that schools
remain at the cutting edge of modern pedagogical
thinking.

The Association of Waldorf Schools of North
America (AWSNA) is a nonprofit, tax-exempt
membership organization. The primary purpose
of AWSNA is to aid each member and affiliated
school to improve the quality of the education
that it offers. The Association seeks to support
and encourage the development of schools whose
teachers are committed to strive out of Rudolf
Steiner’s philosophy of education. This philosophy

P
One cannot see the Spirit, who works through as asso-

ciation, but it is there; and it is there through the brotherly
love of the people working within the association. Just as
a body has a soul, so too has an association a soul—this
is not just a figure of speech but a reality.  

– Rudolf Steiner
Brotherhood and the Struggle for Existence 
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• Research on the educational changes need-
ed in our modern world 

• Increased visibility for Waldorf education 
across the continent 

• Programs to recruit, train, and support 
teachers 

• Conferences for teachers, parents, board 
members, and staff 

• Research into effective administrative prac-
tices with published results 

AWSNA programs and services: 

• School accreditation 
• Research in curriculum and school organiza-

tion 
• Conferences and workshops for teachers, 

parents, board members, and staff 
• Financial aid for teacher training and con-

tinuing education 
• Consultation on pedagogy, finances, and 

school organization 
• Membership and participation in national 

educational organizations 
• Publicity for Waldorf education through 

website, advertising, media 
• Publications for teachers, parents, board 

members, staff, and the general public 
• Renewal: A Journal for Waldorf Education
• Networking and support for school fund 

development and administrative staff

AWSNA provides these services to aid the
schools as they take on the crucial work of edu-
cating the next generation. It relies on sustained
charitable gifting from friends, parents, and foun-
dations to continue this work.  

History of Waldorf Education  
Waldorf education has its roots in the spiritu-

al-scientific research of the Austrian scientist and
thinker Rudolf Steiner (1861–1925). According to
Steiner’s philosophy, the human being is a three-
fold being of spirit, soul, and body whose capaci-
ties unfold in three developmental stages on the
path to adulthood: early childhood, middle child-
hood, and adolescence.

In April of 1919, after the end of World War I,
the German nation, defeated in war, was teetering
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on the brink of economic, social, and political
chaos. Emil Molt, Director of the Waldorf Astoria
factory in Stuttgart, Germany, asked Rudolf
Steiner to speak to the factory workers about the
need for social renewal and offer a new way of
organizing society—its political, economic, and
cultural life.   

Molt then asked Steiner if he would undertake
to establish and lead a school for the children of
the employees of the company. Steiner agreed but
set four conditions, each of which went against
common practice of the day: 1) that the school be
open to all children, 2) that it be coeducational, 3)
that it be a unified twelve-year school, and 4) that
the teachers, those individuals actually in contact
with the children, have primary control of the
school, with minimum interference from the state
or from economic sources. Steiner’s conditions
were radical for the day, but Molt gladly agreed to
them. On September 7, 1919, the independent
Waldorf School (Die Freie Waldorfschule) opened
its doors in a converted restaurant building on the
Uhlandshöhe hillside in Stuttgart.  

The first Waldorf school in North America
was opened in 1928 as the Rudolf Steiner School,
located on Manhattan in New York City. The num-
ber of schools in North America grew slowly, and
in the late 1960s representatives from the existing
schools met informally, and the first fruit was the
agreement to hold an annual teachers conference.
The Association became tax-exempt in 1979 with
the beginnings of a strong structure for support-
ing the large number of new schools being
formed.  

Today (Autumn 2010), with more than 1000
Waldorf schools located in 83 countries, Waldorf
education is one of the fastest growing independ-
ent educational movements in the world. In North
America there are now over 250 schools and 17
teacher training centers in some level of develop-
ment. These schools exist in large cities and small
towns, suburbs, and rural enclaves. No two
schools are the same; each is administratively
independent. Nevertheless, a visitor to any school
will recognize many characteristics common to
them all.
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Waldorf School Growth in the World

Waldorf School Growth in North America

N. A. Waldorf High School Growth 1940ñ2009
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Epilogue  
The earliest dated minutes in the Association

files are of November 13, 1971, six years after
that first group of eight schools met at High
Mowing under the joint auspices of Mrs. Myrin
and Mrs. Emmet. Ekkehard Piening’s initial report,
written in 1973, and the itemization of the signifi-
cant events taken from the existing minutes of
Delegates’ meetings are but the bare bones of the
extraordinary human endeavors and encounters
that have brought the Association of Waldorf
Schools of North America forward over the past
45 years. There are gaps in the 1971 files. Also
missing are the minutes from the June 1973 con-
ference at Kimberton, as well as the minutes of
January 1974 and January 1975.  This timeline
has been cobbled together from thousands of
pages of minutes, committee notes, Coordinating
Committee notes and my own personal archive of
notes. I welcome corrections and additions for
consideration.  

The Delegates met twice each year. I have
compressed these into a report of the highlights.
It is people who make the work happen, so key
individuals have been listed in the Gallery. I have
not included informative reports from the Hague
Circle, the Pedagogical Section Council, the Board
of Trustees, nor have I identified all membership
recommendations, school reports, regional chair
reports, and AWSNA Chair reports.  

In structuring this timeline I consulted with
many long-term Delegates. Those who responded
include Virginia Flynn, Douglas Gerwin, Arthur
Pittis, Carol Fulmer, Patrice Maynard, Frances
Kane, Connie Starzynski, and Thom Schaefer.

Thumbnail Overview 
• Waldorf education was introduced in North

America in 1928 in New York City. 
• Schools and institutes are 100% independ-

ently founded. Every school is an independ-
ent organization, self-directed and based on
Waldorf pedagogy. 

• Waldorf education has expanded over 3 coun-
tries in North America, 34 states, 4 provinces
in Canada, 3 regions in Mexico, and 1 Native
American nation—Lakota Sioux. 

• There are 162 affiliated Waldorf schools and
250+ early childhood centers. 

• There are 17 teacher education institutes with

over 600 students enrolled, 40 Waldorf
high schools, and 1 school dedicated to the
needs of children with special needs. 

• Over 165 stores sell Waldorf-inspired prod-
ucts. 

• There are 8 Waldorf schools with educa-
tional programs designed in partnership
with farms practicing organic or biodynam-
ic agriculture and 57 schools with garden-
ing and farming programs.

• There exist several children’s outward
bound camps for further education.

AWSNA Tasks 
To accomplish its goal of providing support

to Waldorf schools, AWSNA sponsors and con-
ducts a number of events and activities, pro-
motes school advocacy, and promotes collabo-
rative excellence through the regional Delegate
Circles. 

• Conferences and Workshops: An annual
Waldorf Conference rotates location around
North America each summer for teachers and
invited guests. In addition each region sponsors
conferences addressing a variety of topics for
teachers, parents, and trustees.  

• Research Institute for Waldorf Education:
The Institute carries out and supervises
research on education and publishes two
Research Bulletins per year.  

• Publications: A broad spectrum of materi-
als addressing curriculum, research, children’s
readers, science, and school administration is
available through AWSNA Publications.  

• Renewal: Published twice a year for the
schools, this magazine shares focal points of
the education with parents, teachers, and indi-
viduals interested in Waldorf education.
Current subscriptions 17,000+.  

• AWSNA Newsletter: A news sheet
“Inform” is sent monthly to schools for publica-
tion in their newsletters to keep parents and
teachers aware of how AWSNA serves the
schools.  

• Teacher Training Fund: This fund provides
scholarship support for the training of future
Waldorf teachers.  

• Outreach and Development: AWSNA has
an active Outreach and Development office,
working to increase the visibility of Waldorf
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the regional independent school accrediting bod-
ies of their choice.  

• Trademark: AWSNA holds and protects the
service mark for the names “Waldorf” and
“Steiner Education” in North America.

education in North America and to develop sources
of funding in support of the financial needs of the
Waldorf school movement.  

• Accreditation: A self-evaluative tool allows
schools to gain accreditation through AWSNA and

A Gallery of Personalities Who Helped to Develop AWSNA

John Gardner  ❆

Adelphi University
Chairman, Garden City
Waldorf School

Betty Staley  ❆

Former Western Regional
Chair
Active in all phases of
AWSNA’s growth

Anne Charles  ❆

Former AWSNA
Chairperson
Longtime AWSNA
Secretary

James Pewtherer  ❆

Pedagogical Council Chair
Former Eastern Regional Chair
Active in all phases of
AWSNA’s growth

Ekkehard Piening  ❆

First Chairman of the
Association
Active in all phases of
AWSNA’s initial growth

Henry Barnes  ❆

Chairman of first AWSNA
Board
Active in all phases of
AWSNA’s initial growth

John Brousseau ❆

Longtime Delegate 
Active in all phases of
AWSNA’s growth

David Mitchell  ❆

AWSNA Publications Chairman 
Co-Director of the Research Institute
Former Eastern Regional Chair
Active in all phases of AWSNA’s growth

Swain Pratt  ❆

Former AWSNA Chairman

Carol Fulmer  ❆

Former Chair of AWSNA
Accreditation
Former Central Regional Chair
Active in all phases of AWSNA’s
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Torin Finser ❆

Longtime Delegate and active
in the middle stages of AWSNA
Development

David Alsop  ❆

First AWSNA Development
Director
Former AWSNA Chairman

Virginia Flynn  ❆

Former Central Regional
Chair
AWSNA Board Member
Active in all phases of
AWSNA’s growth

Ronald Koetzsch  ❆

Renewal Editor 1995–present
Humorist extraordinaire

Ron Richardson ❆

Longtime Delegate
Active in many areas of
AWSNA’s development and
policy formation

Roberto Trostli ❆

Active in many areas of
AWSNA’s development and
policy formation
Longtime Delegate

Thom Schaefer❆

Longtime Delegate
School consultant, mentor

Douglas Gerwin  ❆

Director of the Center for
Anthroposophy
Co-Director of the
Research Institute

Patti Livingston ❆

Longtime Delegate and
former Chair of the
Pedagogical Section
Council

Ann Matthews ❆

Member of the AWSNA
Coordinating Committee
Former Western Regional
Chair

Connie Starzynski❆

Longtime AWSNA
Secretary, Summer
Conference Committee
Chair

John Wulsin  ❆

Longtime Delegate from
Green Meadow Waldorf
School
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AWSNA Coordinating Committee 2002  ❆

Scott Olmsted, Donald Bufano, Chairman 2002–2004, Connie Starzynski,
James Pewtherer, Virginia Flynn, David Mitchell, Agaf Dancy

AWSNA Development Committee 2004  ❆

Larry Cohen, Chaddie Hughes, Virginia Flynn,
David Mitchell, Patrice Maynard

Patrice Maynard ❆

AWSNA Leader of Outreach and
Development
Longtime Delegate

Jan Baudendistal ❆

Longtime Delegate from the 
Hartsbrook School
Active in all phases of AWSNA’s
growth
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Renewal Editorial Board 2003  ❆

Ronald Koetzsch, Patti Livingston, Vivian
Jones-Schmidt, John Wulsin, Shyla Nelson

Joan Caldarera and David Sloan ❆

Active in many areas of AWSNA’s structural
formation

Pedagogical Advisors Colloquium ❆

James Pewtherer, Virginia Flynn, Nettie
Fabrie, Kathy Brunetta, Else Gottgens,
Ina Jaehnig, Jacqueline Develle, Deborah
Leah, Virginia Fish, Francina Graef,
Ann Matthews, Torin Finser, Monica
Landers, Susan Goldstein, David Blair,
Cynthia Hoven, Scott Olmsted, Ron
Richardson, Flora Jane Hartford,
Kathleen Young
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Pedagogical Advisors Colloquium 1999  ❆

Virginia Flynn, organizer, middle row on the right

AWSNA Accreditation Review Committee 2010  ❆

Carol Fulmer, Michael Soulé, Patrice Maynard,
Becky Schmitt, Ellie Delaney, Robert Schiappacasse
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AWSNA Leadership Council 2006  ❆

John Brousseau, Sam Glaze, Michele Starr, Roland Baril, Susan Howard, Connie Starzynski, Flora Seul-
Jacklein, Mara White, Michael Soule, Joan Caldarera, Frances Kane, Betsy Gimenez, Patrice Maynard,
Arthur Pittis

AWSNA Executive Team 2006  ❆

Connie Starzynski, Patrice Maynard, Frances Kane

Note: A color illustrated version of the ASWNA
Timeline is available from AWSNA Publications:

publications@awsna.org
or from the online bookstore at

www.whywaldorfworks.org

––––––––––––––––––––
David Mitchell has forty years’ experience as a
Waldorf teacher . . . as a class teacher, high school
Life Science and humanities teacher, blacksmith, stone
carver, and adult educator. He has been connected
with AWSNA since 1972. Currently he is Chairman of
AWSNA Publications and Co-Director of the Research
Institute for Waldorf Education. 


