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Change in a Changing World

The Golden Blade 1993



Anthroposophy springs from the work and teaching of
Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925). He describes it as a “path
of knowledge, to guide the spiritual in the human being
fo the spiritual in the universe.”

The aim of this annual is 1o bring the outlook of
anthroposophy to bear on questions and activities of
eviden! relevance to the present, in a way which may
have a lasting value. It was founded in 1949 by Charles
Davy and Arnold Freeman, who were its first editors.

The title derives from an old Persian legend,
according to which King Djemjdid received from his
god, Ahura Mazdao, a golden blade with which to fulfil
his mission on earth. It carried the heavenly forces of
light into the darkness of earthly substance, thus
allowing its transformation. The legend points to the
possibility that man, through wise and compassionate
waork with the earth, can one day régain on a new level
what was lost when the Age of Gold was supplanted by
those of Silver, Bronze and Iron. Technology could
serve this aim; instead of endangering our planet's life,
it could help to make the earth a new sun.
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Notes about the authors

Dorit Winter is the director of the San Francisco Extension Programme
of the Rudolf Steiner College Teacher Training Course.

Christopher Marcus was bom in Edinburgh in 1950. He was a pupil at
Elmfield Steiner School, completed a training at the Drama Centre,
London, graduated from the Speech and Drama School in Dornach, and
now has his own drama company, Theatre of the World recently
renamed, September Theatre in Holland.

Charles Lawrie, writer and poet, was bora in Scotland in 1947, grew up
in Wales, and is currently editor of Shoreline, a journal for the working
spirit,

Steve Briault is a consultant in the field of organizational and
management development. Previously he has worked in the Camphili
movement in refugee settlement and as a school administrator. For five
years he was a staff member at the Centre for Social Development,
Emerson College, where he continues to teach on a regular visiting
basis. He lives in the Hoathly Hill community in Sussex.






Steiner Education
in theory and practice
Gilbert Childs

This is a clear exposition of Steiner's view of the child as a developing
personality based on body, soul and spirit. It describes the child's stages
of development and gives a detailed account of the Steiner/Waldorf
school curriculum and teaching methods. It will be useful both to those
already involved with Steiner/Waldorf schools, and also to anyone who
wants to learn more about this well established aiternative to the state
educational system.

Gilbert Childs worked in Steiner schools for many years and wrote
his doctoral thesis on the importance of Steiner’s educational principles
for modern society. He now works as an educational adviser and
examiner.

Education for Spécial Needs
Principles and practice in Camphill Schools

Henning Hansmann

Curative education aims to treat children with intellectual and sensory
handicaps or nervous and emotional disturbances, through predominantly
pedagogical means. It draws on insights from psychiatry, paediatrics,
psychology, sociology, education and the philosophy of Rudolf Steiner.
This book looks at the underlying principles of Steiner's approach to
education and at how the educationai curriculum of the Waldorf schools
is adapted for the special needs of the handicapped.

Henning Hansmann was Principal of the Camphill Rudolf Steiner
Schools in Aberdeen.
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The Beginnings of Christianity
Essene mystery, Gnostic revelation and the Christian vision

Andrew Welbum

The boundaries between early Christian belief, Jewish tradition and the
ancient pagan mysteries start to fade in the }ight of modem aICh.aeo-
logical finds at Qumran and Nag Hammadi and of Rudolf Steiner's
spiritual investigations. The Gnostic gospels glc?rly reveal that early
Christianity had a powerful esoteric current. This is also reflected in the
New Testament writings of Mark, Paul and abov? all Jghn}. .

During the early centuries after Christ, Gnqshc Christians tried to
preserve this tradition, using the archaic mysteries as a way to knowl-
edge (gnosis) of higher cosmic truths.

In describing the pre~Christian roots and subsequent_ development of
esoteric Christianity, the author re—cxamines_the c§n0mcal texts.a{l(.l the
perplexing figures of Paul and John, both, in their own way, initiates
into higher awareness. )

Theggnostic sects were finally suppressed by an orthodoxy which t}ad
lost sight of “the dynamic of the self,” the author concludgs..He dis-
covers a real kinship between our own age and the garly Christians, and
shows how, in a way not possible for the Reformation Church, we now
have the chance to rediscover the spiritual world and meaning of

Christian beginnings.
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CHANGE IN A CHANGING WORLD

In the last few years of this century the scale and pace of
change, both inner and outer, seem to approach bewildering
and alarming proportions. The familiar framework of
individual and social life is dissolving fast. Not only that,
changes are sudden and unpredictable as well as radical.

This collection of essays shows from a variety of points of
view how the challenge of change is confronted: the teacher
meeting the unique demands of differing children; the
adolescent encountering evil as an agent of change; the
office worker in an environment changing beyond
recognition; the theatre director creating a radical new
approach to the mystery play; and thoughts on how language
itself reflects a quest for new meaning. From a historical
perspective, the achievements of Columbus are reassessed
five hundred years on; and elsewhere, parallels are drawn
with that other great era of change, the Renaissance.
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