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I began to realize that gratitude didn’t mean I felt
happy about something, but that it meant I was
less susceptible to despair, and was therefore open
to what I could learn. I also learned that courage
doesn’t always mean you feel brave; sometimes it
just means you don’t give up.

As the weeks passed, I received more news
from New Orleans. My home had survived, but
many friends had lost theirs.   Often the joy of
hearing from someone was quickly followed by
grief when I learned they wouldn’t return to New
Orleans.  Little by little, I tried to find something
hopeful in each loss. When I learned of students
that would not be returning, I was grateful that
they had been welcomed into warm schools.
When I saw the pictures of my flooded classroom,
I rejoiced that our upper grade classrooms were
untouched on the second floor.  When friends
decided to move away forever from New Orleans,
I was grateful that their lives were spared.

The losses to our school have almost been
devastating, but we have decided to rebuild.
Hope, and the desire to continue, is strong.
Other Waldorf schools have begun to contact us
and to pledge their support. Play groups, home
school groups, parent groups, retired teachers,
and even Waldorf students have begun sending
prayers, encouragement, and donations in support
of our school. There has been such an outpouring
of strength that my grief over our torn community
is beginning to fade. It’s as if our sense of
community has become larger. It feels as if we
have friends all over the world, friends we can

depend on until we get our strength back. The
community encompasses all of us. And that is an
empowering feeling.

I will return to New Orleans, to help rebuild
the school and the city that I love. We will be in
a new building, in a part of town that wasn’t
touched by the flooding. Many of our families
will not come back, but many are just as
determined to try again. We probably won’t have
a phone, but all the classes will be together, and
once again we teachers will be grateful to gather
each morning before classes begin. Dolls, puppets
and gnomes that have traveled from schools
around the world will greet the children when
they return.

I suspect that I will be a stronger teacher as a
result of the past few months. Those little
inconveniences like the bread that doesn’t rise,
the blue paint jar that breaks, or the realization
after a nature walk in the rain that no one has
dry clothes in their cubbies, won’t be as
unsettling. I suspect that the lessons I’ve learned
from our hurricane might even inspire me to
write a few fairytales.

Our lives will be at times scary and
overwhelming, but because there are many
people standing beside us, keeping us in their
thoughts, we will be strengthened.  Hurricane
Katrina astounded us all by its force and fury, but
I have discovered that the forces of hope,
compassion and generosity are even stronger.

Heidi Anne Porter is a kindergarten teacher at the
Hill School, a Developing Waldorf school in New
Orleans.

We had just begun our sixth year at the Hill
School, with a thriving Kindergarten, a first
grade, second grade, fourth/fifth grade and a
seventh/eighth grade when Hurricane Katrina
came. Most of our staff had just returned from
summer training with new hopes and dreams for
a fruitful year.  The seeds had just been sown for
the new school year at the Kindergarten parents’
meeting which took place just two days before
the storm. Unfortunately, our kindergarten, first,
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and second grade classrooms were severely
flooded, having two to three feet of standing
water. We will not be able to salvage our
beautiful handmade puppets, dolls, toys, desks,
etc. that made our Kindergarten such a magical
place. Although our upper grade classrooms were
on the second floor, we are concerned about the
mold and mildew that has taken over many
buildings in the city.
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Where has Katrina left the Hill School? Many of
our families, including teachers, have lost
everything. We have been trying to reach all of
our families to determine what their individual
losses are and how we can reach out to them in
their time of need. We as a community are spread
across the United States, all the way from Santa
Fe, New Mexico to Miami, Florida.

AWSNA (the Association of Waldorf Schools
of North America) has opened an account to
accept your kind donations that will make the
difference as to whether we can continue our
journey at the Hill School.  Your donation will
go directly to the purchasing of new desks, lesson
books, supplies, handwork materials, gardening
supplies, play equipment, and other school

expenses. The current plan is to relocate the
entire school to a newly renovated historic
building for this remaining school year.

If you would like more information about the
re-opening of the school or donating to the Hill
School, please visit our web site at
www.hillschoolwaldorf.org.  We are a strong and
beautiful group of families and look forward to
being together in the near future. Hope is alive
and well in New Orleans. Thank you so much
for your generous gifts and support to our school
and families at this difficult time.

BOOK REVIEWS

A fine light of clarity based on long experience
and deep understanding shines through each of
Nancy Foster’s responses in this “Nutshell” to
thirty-five questions most often asked by parents
meeting Waldorf early childhood education for
the first time.

The questions encompass three areas;
classroom environment, work and play at school
and children at home.

Some of my favorite questions include:
“Could you address the question of musical
instruments in the classroom? Many preschools
have them, yet I have not seen them in the
Waldorf kindergarten.”  Nancy replies; “The
human voice could be said to be the first musical
instrument, and for the early years of life it
remains the most important instrument for the
child both to hear and to ‘play.’  Another
important ‘musical instrument’ is the human
body—we clap, pat our legs, stamp our feet, or
drum our fingertips on the floor to create
sounds.”

Another is:  “Why do you provide play dishes and
pots and pans, but no cars or trucks?”   The reply;
“A carved piece of wood may, for example, be
used as a bridge,  or as a telephone, a boat, a
cradle, a delivery truck, a fish, a package, and so
on.  Cars and trucks are more specific in
orientation because they have wheels.  The
wheels seem to speak so strongly of locomotion—
particularly fast locomotion—that these vehicles
are rarely used for other purposes by the
children.”

And; “Why are the Grimm’s fairy tales with
the ‘good’ associated with the ‘beautiful’ and the
‘bad’ with the ‘ugly’ in some of them told to the
children?”  Nancy’s reply; “Some of these fairy
tales are told because we believe they provide an
important basis for human life.  It is important,
however, to choose carefully what fairy tales are
told, according to the age of the child. Children
who are ready for fairy tales sense that beauty
and ugliness refer to inner qualities, not external
appearance.  If the story is told without the
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