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Today what 1 would like ro address is a difficult
subject in the work of Rudolf Steiner. We could say it
is the question: What is the etheric? This is a difficule
question because the birth of a child into the world,
the birth of the physical body of a child, is accompa-
nied by etheric forces from the cosmaos that have been
working through nine months to form a kind of cu-
pola, a space, into which all of the patrerns of organs
and endocrine pathways, warmth and cold differen-
tials, membranes, secretions—all of these very com-
plex chemical reactions—have to be somehow coardi-
nated and integrated in one space, with very lirtle
room for error. If we really think of the miracle of
{:r;_;;mizariﬂn that it takes to hriu,L: an Emhryn to rermn,
it is mind-hoggling. Yer it is a daily occurrence. We
look ar this grear miracle and almost rake it for granred.

That process of the becoming of the human being
from the nothing to the something is spearheaded
and supported by the forces of the etheric. The whole
being of the embryo is surrounded by cosmic Ego
forces—forces of destiny, karma, heredity, entering a
particular race, incarnating into a particular geo-
eraphic area. All of those forces are a kind of filter
very far out in the cosmos, which we could call the

Ego principle. The Ego could be thought of as a lens,
bur it is a selective lens thar brings cerrain forces from
the cosmos to bear in a center. It brings forces from
the periphery and integrates them into what we could
call a relative center. [t does that primarily through
the gates of the senses. The forming of the sense life
in the environment of the embryo is really orches
rrated by what later will be called the ego organiza-
tion from the physical side or, from a cosmic side, the
true self. The ego organization in the embryo is the
actual physical response of matter to the organizing
forces of the cosmos, burt those physical responses are
bhased on parterns of sensation that exist in potential
in the farthest reaches of the cosmos. We could say
that sensation is the raw material of the cosmos. No
physiologist can really explain sengation in a mechani-
cal/chemical model, Even though we know all of the
instruments and the pathways that sensation takes in
physiology, when it comes to the question in embry-
ology of just how sensation forms the embryo, no one
knows. But most agree thar sensarion does form the
embryo.

There was an article in today's Sacrarmente Bee abour
anew thesis tharves, neurons do grow. For many vears
it has been assumed that the human being comes in
with a certain complemenr of neurons and that’s i
for the rest of life. It has been discovered rthat in song-
birds, part of the brain actually arophies every sea-
somn so that a new song can be learned. It was consid-
ered thar a human being already had a full comple-
ment of neurons and that new neuronal patterns
conld not be developed. The researcher who deter-
mined that rwenty years ago has now reversed his
position. He now says, yes indeed, new neurons can
be developed, even to old age, but it depends on the
effects of the enwironment. This is cutting edge re-
search, and this is exactly whar Budolf Steiner was
Saying years ago.

We could say that the Ego acts, through the gates
of the twelve senses, as a kind of filter or lens for cos
mic force. Inside that gare of the senses within, the



organism is found the action of the cosmic astral body,
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creating loops and pockets and angles and particular
forms, Within that realm of the cosmic astral is whart
we could call the personal etheric, or the individual-
ized etheric. It is these individualized etheric forces
to which Rudelf Steiner is often referring when he
uses the phrase etheric formative forces. They are the
etheric forces which creare form. The etheric forces
themsclves, per se, are really cosmic forces. Accord-
ing ro Rudolf Steiner, if the human form were placed
into the pure, cosmic etheric forces, it would be dis-
integrated; it would be annihilated.

Mow this seems like a contradictory perspecrive—
that in one instance the etheric forces would annihi-
late the human form, and from another perspective
the etheric forces are there as the source of the sculp-
tural forces, of the building of the form. It seems con-
rradictory, until we develop a perspective that every
“hody” such as rhe Ego, the astral body, the etheric
body—every subrle body—has a cosmic dimension and
an earthly dimension. In the earthly dimension, these
cosmic forces, which really live on the periphery of
the cosmos, come under the spell, so to speal, of the
Eao being and become focused into a relative center.
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They begin to create the possibility of the upbuilding
and maintaining of the form. The upbuilding of the
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The musical forces allow the new to have a place
to manifese. The creation of the previously determined
pattern of the form itself and its decay, we could say,
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mic side of these celestial forces comes under the sway
ol an Ego being thar the possibility of awakening ina
beady of flesh arises. The young child goes from exist
ing a5 a spiritual being living among spiritual beings,
thar is as a cosmic Ego, and starts a journey through
the stars and the planets, picking up impulses from
the stars and planets that will evenmually become the
actual functions and forms within the human body.
Human beings are on a journey toward incarnarion,
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of Lucifer and Ahriman, focus these celestial forces
in a relative center to such a degree that an illusion of
a separate self arises and is sustained.

This doesn't mean that the incarnared being no
longer has a transcendent cosmic self. It just means
that the illusion of the separare self has become so

focused by the Epo being thar the adversaries have
pained access to it through the door of marter. The
matrer gers incorporated into these celestial forces as
an image of parccular regions of the cosmos in the
fung and the liver and the kidney and the heart and
the bones and the senses and all of the interaction
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gives the human being the possibility of becoming
another small universe. The potential human has a
tull complement of cosmic {forces, bur they have been
individualized to the depree thar the being who is
occupying this new hody has the distiner impression
that he or she is the center of the universe,

There is nothing wrong with this except that the
original plan was thar, as soon as this perception arose,
the human being would immediarely have the comple-
mentary perception that our intrinsic uniquencss is
what we have in common with every other being that
says “1.” According ro Rudaolf Steiner, thar was the
original plan. The function of a human being was to
oscillare bereeen those two states of consciousness as
a kind of reciprocating relief valve between the cos
mos and the Farth, to allow for a breathing berween
a peripheral cosmos and a centric cosmos. The ether
body of the child, under the influence of the incar-
nating Eeo at the physical birth, becomes a kind of
lens or focalizing agent thar takes part of the cosmic
ether—rhe stars we could say, or the light of the stars—
and gathers the qualities of earth, water, air, and fire
that exist in the various constellations. As the sun
moves through the zodiac, it brings, month by month,
the successive qualities of earth, water, air, and fire
into the ethers around the earth, The incarnaring Ego,
which is an image of the sun moving through the cos-
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field of forces which the embryo participares in for
nine months, The other three months thar are left
over, we could say, are the reason why we come back—
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whole cosmos in one incarnation, Then when we do
came back, we will have another three points of view
we haven't quite worked out for each incarnarion.

The activiry of the Ego which brings a whole starry
realm into focus, also brings a focus into the other
subtle bodies, In the other subtle badies rthe individu-
alized etheric forces could be called earthly etheric
forces, or personal etheric forces. Those personal
etheric forces have the property of being plantlike.
Plants have owo fundamental modes of action: they



grow and then they decay. Growth and decay are the
properties of life, Life grows by adding one and add-
ing one and adding one. That is growth. The paradox
i that life also decays by adding one and adding one
and adding one. This is because if we keep adding
and adding and adding, suddenly the physical dimen-
sions of the being exceed irs ability to maintain the
integrity of the life.

This is called the law of minimal surfaces in phys-
ics. What it means is, if you get oo big, vou have to
wet broken apart. Think of a balloon. We fill a bal-
loon; we keep filling a balloon; we keep filling a bal-
loon. Aswe keep filling the balloon, we're just filling
the balleon. We're doing rhe same thing; we are grow-
ing. But suddenly something happens. As the mass
of the being grows by cubes (3 dimensi ms), the sur
face is only growing by squares (2 dimensions), and
something has got to give. The surface membrane
ruptures, and the organism goes back to a more eco-
nomical stage; the organism forms a commirttee. In-
stead of mrying to solve everything in the College of
Teachers, we form commitrees, and we mandate them
to prow. It is exactly the same process. All that is hap-
pening in the social life is the law of minimal sur-
faces.

[n the biological sphere, this limits the size of the
erowth of a particular cell. The cell of an elephant or
awhale is the same size as the cell of 2 mouse; there is
no difference. There are just more of them, The size
of a cell is limired by its ability to maintain integrity
berween the center of the cell and the periphery of
the cell, This image of the Thrones (the Spirits of
Will), the Kyrioretes, and the Spirits of Motion again.
There is just so mucl growrh that can happen inside
a cell, until the membrane has to rupture and then
the cell zoes through a process to reform into a smaller
size, as two cells. There you have the Exusiai again.
Then the cell can maintain integrity. These are im-
apes that we could call the laws of the etheric, and
they povern everyrhing from individual cells in your
Lody to povernments and social revolutions. They are
images of the same principles, and they come from
the first phase of evolurion on Old Sarurn,

In Rudolf Steiner's reachings, the etheric forces
bave teo parameters, One is that they bring life forces,
forces of growth, from the periphery.

I the diagram abowve, I've drawn a circle, made of
lines, thar represents whar Rudolf Steiner calls the
planar forces of the etheric realm. He says thar the
ether forces come to the organism as planes of light
from the periphery. The life comes to the organism
from the periphery, from the cosmos. The growth also
comes to the organism from the periphery. But within
the mranstormed ether body of etheric formative forces,
these growth forces have become so individualized thar
they link themselves up to the physical properties of
the matter that gets incorporated into them. What
resulrs from the originally cosmic growth forces is that
suddenly matrer falls out of the now individualized
srowth forces, like the wake of a ship. There isa kind
of rurhulence, As the growth forces form a space,
matter goes into the space and fills it up, Then what
is lefr is matrer, and the growth forces withdraw to
the periphery to create another laver of life in which
matter can manifest. This is the way a tree grows—
from the cambinm. The cambium is on the periph-
ery; that is where the life is.

In: the human organism, on the periphery are the
senses: the eyes and the ears and the skin and the
touching. The life forces—through the senses, through
the sensation—come into the young child from the
periphery—star light pouring through the gates of the
senses, This is cosmic life, The forces—cosmic life—
form the organs in cosmic star patterns of earth and
warer and air and fire; they form the lung, liver, kid-
ney, hearr. The particular pattern of the particular
organ is a picture of the way in which the elements
are working in that particular realm. The lung is a
picture of the earth, the way in which the catbon of
the earth unires with substances and then dissolves,
for instance. These life forces from the periphery come
in contact with young children through the environ-
ment, through what they hear and what they sce and
what they touch and whart they taste. The moods of
the other beings (adults) around the children also carry
these life forces in the sheaths thar are around them
{adules). Young children have a kind of atavisric clair-




voyanice as to how humans or animals have organized
these cosmic forces. They don’t listen so much to the
content of a speaker’s voice but to the intent, to the
elernental mood of the speaker. They look ar the way
inwhich the curves in the speaker’s face are animared
or not, the way in which their limbs reflect their in-
ner mobility, and from there they build their own
organs from birth to seven. This is an enormous
thoughrt, thar whar is in the environment of a child
from birth to seven is whar is actually forming cheir
life orpans, through the pates of the senses, These life
organs are nourished by sense impressions from the
emvironment.

MNow, in the child from birth to seven, the physical
body has been born and che ether body has been
pulled by the Ego into the physical body, bur rhe ether
body hasn't vet been freed. It is still working in a rather
cosmic way. [t is gestating, we could say, in the child
from birth to seven. Itis mulling over the impressions,
the life impressions, that are coming in, and forming
the inner oreans according to the dictates of the cos
mos: Now you must form a liver. Mow you must form
a lung. Now you must form a heart. And we could
think thar those organs are created in the embryo and
finished, bur no. They are seed-like in the fetus thar
has come to term. They are still unfolding. They need
carth evolurion in order to actually experience how
the cosmic ether forces have come through the realm
of the planets and are actually forming and creating
the earthly forms of the body. This process is an ini-
tiation that the young children are going through
before the change of reeth so rthar, later on, when
they pick up their karma<lesignated temperament,
when the ether body is born, they will be able ro rake
a particular temperament on for a time and then ler
o of it in order to integrare it into the other tempera-
ments. They need to have an initiation in the school
of the elemental beings.

The elemental initiation they have is the forming
of their life organs as a gestarion process in the pe-
riod from birth ro seven. That initiation is through

musical and stulptural
farces co-nperste

the sensations that they receive from their environ-
ment. As a result, their educative principle is imita-
tion. They imitate what is in the environment around
them. Teaching through example is the most effec
rive form of education for birth to seven, hecause this
is the biological imperative of that age. The etheric
formative forces are impacting the physical being di-
rectly. There is no other type of cognition going on,
asicle from the facr thar the cosmos is working to ges-
rate an cther body, The sensarions which the chil-
dren experience are nutrition for their life organs di-
rectly.

Mow, in the diagram here, | have mied to show a
child from birth to seven, and Rudolf Sreiner, in Bal
ance in Teaching, pives o very intercsting picture,

by

He says that the head principle is the area where
there is a receiving of these cosmic life forces. It is
because the head is really where the gareway o the
senses is most concentrated, Through hearing and
secing, mainly, there is an influx, a constant influ,
of these cosmic ether forces under the activity of the
Ego that is united with them. A part of the cosmic
Ego is building the ego organization, which is what
will eventually be the instrument and life forces of
the partially incarnated cosmic Ego. The ego organi-
zation is being built by this cosmic Ego, or true sclf,
by uniting itself with part of the etheric formative
forces and bringing them into contact with the physi-
cal. There is a kind of drawing down that the rrue self
does; it focuses the ether forces down into the physi-
cal. As that happens, the activity is primarily focused
in the head region, So the birth-toseven child has a
very large head because that, as we could say in a kind
of funny way, is its antenna, because the antenna is
resonant to the signal, and the signal is from the cos-
mos. This is what enables rhe child to draw in cosmic
forces through the gates of the senses. They are focal-
ized in the head, an image of the cosmos which locks
like this,



The cosmic forces come in to the head and they pour
out of the head and down into the rest of the bedy.
Thev are not there in the way they are in the older
child, because in the young child the Ego has anly
partially incarnated into the etheric forces. The etheric
forces are not vet freed because the ether body has
not vet been born. But they are there working to make
the life organs and to complere their forming. So the
picture is this: the cosmos working in through the
senses from the periphery, then going down and form-
ing liver, lung, kidney, and heart. Bue the liver, lung,
kidney, and heart are being formed in a very cosmic
way. Hidden in the music and in the speech, and in
whar is seen in the environment of the child are forces
that are building, forming, structuring. Along with
that, those etheric forces that come in contact with
the earthly forces are also destroying and decaying,
because the ether body, as we have said, is plantlike.
The plant grows and decays; that is what it does.

Mow we come to one of the difficult parts in Bal
ance in Teaching, when Rudolf Steiner gives the pic-
rure that the aseral body, through the musical forces,
creates the processes that he calls upbuilding. In other
places, he will say that the astral body is the source of
illness, which can seem contradictory. But we have to
be very precise as we use these terms, because they
are really not contradictory at all. These concepts just
require saying beforehand: This is what [ am ralking
about ar this particular seage.

I the birth-toseven child, the ether body—the ges-
rating ether body—dominates. The physical body is
builr according to that gestation pattern, but there is
4 kind of turbulence in the gestation, It is just like the
experience of you women who have given birth; you
lknow that there is a bit of rurbulence that comes into
your life during that period. It is the same in the birth-
toseven child. There is a certain turbulence in the
biody that is being gestated—we could say etheric tur-
bulence. That etheric turbulence manifests iwself in
the oscillation between Yes, [ am like an angel and Now
1 am less like an angel thar goes on between birth and
seven. Sometimes overnight. Sometimes day to day.
Sametimes hour to hour, The oscillation moves back
and forth berween the more dynamic cosmic forces
and sorne very incarnated fixed habit patterns. This
is because the ether body, when it falls to earth and
becomes earthly, is the source of habic. When these
patterns later become free, at the birth of the etheric,
they will be the source of temperament. The tempera-
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ment, then, becomes a problem for the Ego, because
the ether forces in it are fixed through habit and may
not still have access to the cosmic patterns that are
needed to maintain the organism. When we want to
change a habir, it is very difficult to do that hecause
the ether body, very early, is formed by parricular pat-
terns of sensation. The earthly forces that are given
tor this young being in the sensations in the environ-
ment form parrerns in the life organs, which go on
and later become remperamental disposition.

There is a picture of this that I have found to be
very useful. That is the difference between a suspen-
sion and a solution, If we try ro understand the activ-
iry of the etheric formative forces, we can think in
terms of whar a suspension is. [n a suspension, there
is matter suspended in a fluid medium. No marrer
how fine the matter becomes—we can pulverize it and
pulverize it and pulverize ir—if we let that sit for a
while, the marter will eventually fall our of suspen-
sion and become a precipitate ar the bottom of the
vessel. This is the oscillation between form and de-
cav, When a being is coming into manifestation, it
uses the peripheral forees as a kind of forming blue-
print or template. Those form-forces are pure life and
have not vet attracted matter. That is the role of wa-
ter. Bur then, through conrinued forming and the
action of the Epo focused on a relative center, matter
is drawn in and gers formed into substance. Once
matrer gets formed, it comes under the laws of the
earth. Then it starts to build and open up, and then
comes the law of minimal surfaces and the inevitable
disruption of the membrane ar the periphery, and
then comes the breaking down of the systems. The
systemn that has been formed breaks down into smaller
and smaller and smaller pieces. Thar is decay. Then
the pieces go back to earth. In the language of alchemy
that is called a salt process. The salt goes into appar-
ent solution and is lifred into a levity state by the wa-
ter and then rhe water goes away and rthe salr comes
back out again jusr as it went in. Chemically, tharisa
suspension. In a true solution, the salt would never
come back out of the liquid. The salt never falling
again would be the activity of musical forces. That is
what Rudolf Steiner calls upbuilding. That is what
we could call cooking. In order to do rhat, matter has
to be taken to a higher and higher level of leviry. To-
morrow we'll rake a look ar thar one.

I wanted to bring those two images because they
are useful when we try to imagine the disposition of a



child, the mood of a child, from birth to seven. As
educarors, what could we really look for! Even though
there is not a temperamental response vet because
the temperaments have not actually formed, there is
the beginning of a remperamental response in the
forming of a particular organ in the preschooler. This
first temperamental blush is given by the organ in the
lody that locks after life. That is the liver.

The liver is connected most directly to the ether
farces of forming and decaying, of coming into being
and then going away. That is the life of the liver. In
the ferus, the liver and rhe thymus are by far the most
dominant metabolic organs in the body for the whole
pre-matal development. If you look in the biological
evalution of the lower kingdoms for an animal which
is mostly liver, you have to go through a lot of phyla
until you ger up to the crustaceans. The first animal
in which the whole body cavity is almost complerely
filled wich a liver is a cravfish, The characteristic life
gesture of the crayfish is: Now I'm growing; now I'm
hiding. It grows and it grows and it grows, and it gets
50 big that the law of minimal surfices rakes over.
The skin has to split. The skin splits and this very
succulent little being comes our of the splic skin and
finds a hole ro crawl into, unril it can form another
shell so that it is not so tasty. So there is a growth
side, a developmental side, and then a kind of an
"1'm shutting down and going in to my little hole”
side. This is the liver rhythm. It comes from the liver
as a kind of picture of the sun, even though the liver
is related to Jupiter. The sun rhythm is day and night,
and day and night, and day and night. This is decay-
ing—growing: decaying (day)—growing (night).

What we could call the liver mood, or even the
crayfish moad, is the source of the mood escillations
of these youne ones. They are sweet and lovely and
delicare and gentle, and then they rurn around and
whack their baby brother in the head with their dall.
And you wonder: How can this be? When the liver
dominates the consciousness, there is tremendous
growrh, and then a complete shutting down and go-
ing within, and resting and covering one’s head. We
could even say depression. [f these forces are not met
and harmonized from birth to seven, if there is nota
daily rhythm, then the liver, in adulthood, will be mry-
ing to return o a stage of development where it can
find in its enwironment forces which allow it to ap-
proach its cosmic archerype. 1o will be searching for
rhythmic forces in its environment that allow i 1o

once again get in conract with its life. Unless this is
developed and nurtured in the environmenr of the
child from birth ro seven, then the liver mood will
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in the lower school, and then really erupt in the high
school, and then become depression in intellecrual
soul times,

This is the root of depression. Depression really is
a kind of hunger for thythmic sensation, for sensa-
rien whicl is non-threarening and which can be as-
similared or, we could even say, digested into life. As
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tion doesn't come so quickly thar the children can't
digest it. Sensation should also not move absrractly
into concepts for the young child, for as soon as young
children are challenged with abstract ideas, there is
kind of shell thar forms around their life forces. Even
in adules thar happens. So the pictures, and the move-
ments, and rhe sounds in the environmenr of the child
from birth to seven need to be rhythmically presented
with a very keen perception of day to night, and 2
very keen perception of season o season, because it
is that kind of etheric rhythmic force that the liver is
liscening o as a kind of cosmic digestion of sensa-
L1,

Rudolf Steiner gives a picture that the liver is an
organ that is an arrested head formarion. He gives
that inn the physiology lectures. When you first read
that vou say: Whoa, what does that mean? But if we
look ar the picrure that [ presented earlier of the head
receiving cosmic forces through sensation, and now
we look at the liver and the place of the liver in Licl-
oy, the liver comes out in the embryo as a bud of the
digestive system and then lives in the digestion, re-
ceiving impulses from the world through the digested
food that comes out of the intestines and the lymph.
It is, we could say, listening ro the sensations of the
world in those fluids. The liver sits amid all of that
lymph with all of these foodstuffs, and gathers it in.
Into that sea of ly'rtlph there are tremendous sensa-
tions that are playing up through the lymph fluids
based on the parterns of sensarion in the sympacheric
nervous system in the child. Rudolf Steiner connects
the sympathetic nervous system to the etheric body,
and it is in thar ether body thar shocks to the system
are registered. The sympartheric nervous system brings
balanee back into a system thar has been overloaded
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svstem, especially in the metabolic system, is con-



nected to the movements of the limbs. Ir reacts to
jerking movements in sensations, abruptness, hard-
ness, coarseness; these all register in the physiology of
the child, especially in the metabolic organs, as a kind
of etheric disturbance. The metabolic system then has
to secrete into the lymph all kinds of reactive secre-
tions which cause the liver to say: What's that! Whar's
that? What's that!? Is this okay! Is this all right?
Something's going wrong!

The liver, we could say, becomes harried. Lt is con-
stantly thinking that something is wrong. What it
should be thinking is: [ wonder what is happening
on Jupiter today? Thar is whar the liver is expecting.
If it doesn't ger Jupiter, if it gets simply that the
adrenals and the sympatheric nervous system are
dumping sccretions that are a stimulus and response
to environmental stress, then the liver incorporates
that stress in the forming of the proteins, because the
liver is a life-formative etheric orpan. Because it is an
etheric organ, it is a sculptural organ. What it is sculpt-
ing is the proteins that will later become liver, lung,
kidney, and heart, etc. It does so by listening to the
cosmic music and then sculpting the substances thar
come to it into usable forms for that particular physi-
ology. So, in a way, it is like an arrested head, Whar it
is listening to is the music of the spheres. It uses that
music to create lietle images of Jupiter (liver), and Sat-
urn (bones), and Venus (kidney) in the body. So in
Balance in Teaching and in various other places, Rudolf
Sreiner speaks of the liver as a characteristic organ
that really needs ro be thought about by the kinder-
garten teacher. The whole physiology and the whole
inner life of soul that the child from birth to seven is
bringing to Earth is based on an inner clirvoyance
as to what is going on in the secretions in the fluids
in the body.

The Ego moves in toward the incarnating child.
[ their inner life children begin having memories of
living among the stars. The enwironment impacts the
senses. The children are dimly avware but not con-
sciously aware of how the environmental sensations
come info and are reflected by the physical body. The
environmental sensations bounce back up because the
ether body is very flexible and fluid. They bounce
back up into the cosmic astral. The music of the
spheres and the cosmic astral says, “1 don’t know what
this is; you take it!" and reflects the personalized en-
vironmental sense patterns back down to the etheric,
and suddenly the ether body is caught in an oscilla-
tion between the cosmic astral and the physical body.
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The ether body doesn’t know what to do with the
personalized forces. So what it does is make a lictle
moving medel of this oscillating movement. This
meodel is then called adrenaline, or testosterone, or
thyroid secretion, or digestive juices. Bodily secretions
are a kind of fixed movement model of the stimulus-
response pattern—one part per million of adrenaline
in the blood coming out of the kidneys, and instantly
the whole body is on a fighrorflight patern for fif-
teen minutes. The secretion is an individualized move-
ment, [t is a substance that is a concentrated cosmic
movernent. The child from birth to seven is acting
out the patterns of its secretions. Thart is what Rudolf
Steiner is saying. The environment impacts the or-
gans. The life organ tries to accommodate the per-
sonalized sensation, but because the way it best does
that is by crearing secretion, an image of a creative
movement, the secretion as movement image then
goes into the blood. The child then listens to its own
incarnating process through the ether bedy. It is a
child of the cosmos from birth to seven and it acts
out whar the pattern of stimulus-response would be
in the particular organ that is secreting, That, in the
language of anthroposophy and in pedagogy, is called
fantasy.

The fantasy life of the child is driven by the sensa-
rions that are impacring the erher body, this earthly
ether bady that is creating secretions as images out of
the cosmic formative patterns. So if there is acting
out, the teacher looks to the environment and rries
to creare—especially for the liver—a kind of rhythmi-
cal massage of the liver, Day after day after day after
day, things are presented and then moved on just a
lirtle bir, and then just a little bir, and then just a
little Liit, always building in a rhythmical way, and al-
lowing for very clear pictures to go into sleep. The
clearer the picrure, the more the liver can ger it. The
liver has a very dull consciousness. It is not tremen-
dously aware of itself, we could say. It is very much
aware of whar is coming to it. As a result, you can
remove three quarters of your liver and it will regen-
erate, That is rremendous life. The characteristic of
life is that it grows and decays, but ir is not rerribly
aware. So during the birth-to-seven time, there is tre-
mendous life pouring in through the senses of the
young child. Fantasy arises in the child as a response
to these sensations. The educator who looks ar the
enwironment and the thythm of sensation has the best
handle on being able to heal those liver rhythms of

aking and sleeping and dreaming—day to day ro day.



When that happens in the enwironment of the chil-  so that they become aware thar they are citizens of
dren, there will not be a hunger for images when they  the cosmos as well as cirizens of the carth.
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are thirty-five. They won't succumb o the great temp-
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daring themselves with sensations. The great struggle
of adules today is to somehow transtorm their sensing



