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The Blacksmith’s Shop (or Farrier’s Shop) is a way to imaginatively address children who are 
running inside.

Invite the child or children who are running to come to your blacksmith’s shop. The child sits in 
your lap and you (the blacksmith) check that the pony’s shoes (the child’s slippers) are on securely. 
Pretend to hammer nails into the soles of the slippers, rub the tops of feet with pressure, check 
that slippers are on securely (fasten Velcro, take them off and make a big gesture of putting them 
back on with care, etc.) I often make up a little song on the spot that I repeat for each “customer.” 

Once the blacksmith’s job is complete, the pony is ready and able to walk again. 

You will find that children line up for the blacksmith’s shop regardless of whether they were running 
or not. Children often purposefully put their slippers on the wrong way so that there is a need to 
come to the blacksmith. 

Happy hammering!  

When the frustrations of putting on socks, shoes, or boots escalates, the tongue-twisting language in 
this short poem from an anonymous poet offers levity and an intimate moment for co-regulation, which 
can help a child move through the challenge. The poem also offers space for gentle or playful touch, 
depending upon the individual child.

Moses supposes his toeses are roses,
But Moses supposes erroneously;
For nobody’s toeses are posies of roses
As Moses supposes his toeses to be.

This version comes from Caroline Kennedy, ed., A Family of Poems (Hyperion Books for Children).

Stephanie Hoelscher lives in central Vermont with her family, dogs, and chickens. A long-time 
early childhood teacher in New England, she is an active member of the WECAN Research group 
and is a contributor to the forthcoming WECAN publication, Becoming and Belonging.

The Blacksmith’s Shop
  Tess McNatt

Moses Supposes His Toeses are Roses . . .
Traditional rhyme submitted by Stephanie Hoelscher

Tess McNatt is a kindergarten teacher at Edinburgh Steiner School located in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. She is originally from Maryland, and worked there as an early childhood special 
education teacher before life took her to Corvallis, OR and then Edinburgh. Tess is always keen 
to collaborate, so don’t be shy to reach out or come and visit Scotland!


