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Doctrine | {

Does God Heal the Body?

by Thomas R. Edgar

Everyone faces sickness al some time or

another. But some believers today say that

sickness is a result of sin, and that God heals

!hose who have enough faith. What does the
' Bible say about this? ———

“Is any among vou afflicted? Let him pray. Is any
merry? Let him sing psalms. Is any sick among you?
Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and
the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed
sins they shall be forgiven him. Confess vour faults one
to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectual fervent praver of a righteous
man avalleth much” (James 5:13.16). This Scripture
passage ought 1o be enough to convince anyone that
God can and does heal; however, there is some confu
sion regarding the present-dayv implications of divine
healing.

There are examples in the Bible of people who were
healed. For instance, Hezekiah, when he learned that
his sickness was unto death, praved that the Lord
would not take him, and the Lord spared him (see
Il Kings 20:1-11). In the New Testament there are also

Thomas Edagar s professor of New Testament
Exegesis at Capital Bible Seminary, [anham,
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examples of healing, particularly in the Book of the
Acts. Bul does God heal everyone? No, obviously He
does not heal the entire world. The Bible gives no
mdication anywhere that God is going to heal every
one. Someone might ask a more specific question,
Does Gaod Keat all betievers? The Bible gives the same
answer-—no,

Healing in the Atonement?

We all know believers who are sick or who have
been sick. But does this include spiritual believers?
Some say that a person’s sickness is always due to his
own ndividual sin. They confuse the 1ssue of ndwidual
sinwith the fact that sickness and death, in addition to
all the trouble on earth, result from man’s fall. Many
who hold this view say that there was healing in the
Atonement —that when Christ died on the cross, He
not only died for sin but He aiso took care of sickness
and physical affliction. They conclude, therefore, that
since there is healingin the Atonement, Christians will
not be sick if they are spiritual, They feel that all
sickness 1s a result of sin in the life of the believer,

Think of Job, who hved long before the Church
began on the Day of Pentecost. Job 1:1 states that Job
“feared God, and eschewed [hated] evil."” Yet Job was
soon to be gnevously sick. He had boils from head to
loot, but it was not due to his sin. It was because he
had been living nighteously - God could rely upon Job
to give a testimony. God used Job's afflictions to prove
something both to the Devil and to all who read the
Book of Job. This 15 the reason for his afffictions; God
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Job is going to have boils from head to foot, and it’s not because
of his sin. It's because he had been living righteously.

produces a testimony in the trials that His people are
able 1o endure,

Inll Corinthians 12:7, the Apostle Paul talked about
some sickness that he had: “And lest | should be
exalted above measure through the abundance of the
revelations, there was given to me a thomn in the flesh,
the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest [ should be
exalted above measure.” He added in verses 8 and 9,
“For this thing | besought the Lord thrice, that it might
depart from me. And He said unto me, My grace is
sufficient for thee; for my strenath Is made perfect in
weakness."” Three times Paul asked for this affliction
10 leave, but God refused for Paul’s own good. In this
case God's purpose was apparently not for a testi
mony, a4 in Job's sickness, but to accomplish some-
thing beneficial in Paul's life.

Another passage is John 9. While Peter, James,
John and the Lord were walking along one day, they
saw a man who was blind from his birth. The disciples
asked, “"Wha did sin, this man, or his parents?" (v. 2).
They were thinking in the same way that many do
today wha say that when someane is sick or has some
badily affliction it 1s a result of his sin. But Jesus said,
“Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: hut

that the works of God should be made manifest in_

Him” (v. 3). In other words, hereis another instance of
bodily affliction for testimony. The sickness was there
for God's glory.

A passage that is often used to support the idea that
every Christian should be phusically hesled is Mat
thew 8:16,17: “When the even was come, they brought
unto him many that were possessed with devils: and
he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that
were sick: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by Esaias the prophet, saving, Himself took our infir-
mities, and bare our sicknesses." This quotation is
from Isaiah 53:4. As a result some think that [saah 53
speaks of the Lord's atoning death as taking care of
sickness. The passage deserves examination, Isaiah
53:3 speaks of the Lord: “He is despised and rejected
ol men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was
-despised, and we esteemed himnot." This isa prophet
of Israel prophesying of Israel's reaction to Jesus
Christ. Gentiles have reacted in <ome of these same
ways as well, but Isaiah is referring specifically to
Israel.

Verse 4 reads, “Surely he hath borme our griefs, and
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken,
smitten of God and afflicted.” Notice that 1 am quoting
the King James Version, which uses the words

“griefs,” and “sorrows,” not "sicknesses.” This is a
valid translation of the Hebrew words used in this
verse. In the Old Testament context, the passage is
not talking about sickness. Notice the stalements in
verses 5-7: “He was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our injquities . . . . All we like sheep
have gone astray _ . . . He was oppressed, and He was
afflicted.” The passage refers to sinand the atonement
for sin. Even if physical healing were the issue i this.
lsaiah passage, it is specifically related to the nation of
[srael.

Note also that Matthew 8:16,17 does not mention
Christ’s death on the cross. Matthew was describing
Christ's miraculous mirastry to Israel while on earth,
healing people physically who were niaht in frant of
Him, There is no reference to the Atonement. Mat.
thew used the guotation from the Old Testament to
refer to the miracles of healing performed directly by
Christ, not to some healing accomplished at the cross.,

Another thing to remember is that if physical sick:
ness were carried away in the Atonement in the same
sense that my sins were carried away, then there are
parallel aspects involved, As a believer, my sins were
taken care of completely at the cross: Oncehm saved

my sins are forgiven comple tel 'ﬁ%
Therefore, |am not qoing h§
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Christ paid for them. Il physical healing is accom-
plished in the Atonement, my sickness would be com:
pletely and permanently laken care of at the cross as
well. If sicknesses in the everyday aspect, as P'm faced
with it now, are taken care of in the Atonement then |
should not be sick at all, in any way, al any time
tegardkss of my actions. If I, a believer, am sick, it
would have to be merely imaginary. This simply does
not fit reality, since we know that we get sick. lfthereis
physical healing in the Atonement, then the physical
body should not die,

Avalid parallel does exist. At the cross the believer’s
sins were paid for in the sense that he is forgiven, He
will not pay the penalty for those sins, However, dur-
ing this life he is still physically affected by bath the
presence and elfects of sin. The believer is not
removed physically from the affliction of sin until death
or the Rapture. In the same way the believer is still
subject to the physical resulis of sin involved in bodily
afflictions. Ultimately, when he receives the resur-
rected body he will also be removed from bodily
afffiction.

What is Matthew saying in Matthew 8:16,17? The
rrom;sed Messiah of Isaiah 53 who will heal the nation
Israel spiritually, and physically, when He establishes
His millennial kingdom has arrived. The healings of
Matthew 8 are a foreview of the messianic kingdom
and evidence that Jesus Christ i1s the Messiah, who

€ power oestabhs 'thxs kingdom dthenalm

spenﬁcally in view,

As far as the Atonement is concerned, in Isaiah 53:4,
ultimately believers are going to be delivered from
both the presence and the effects of sin. Thus we will
be raised to leave all of these badily afflictions behind.

The phrase in Isatah 53:5 “with his stripes we are

healed,” also confuses people. But t

ng"
in this passage is the same word that “ n used for
beifsavedan

d delivered, both in the Old Tgsgamnt
afid in thie New Testament. Notice again the context.
Thewholeverse is talking about sin. | Peter 2:24 refers
this expression specifically to the forgiveness of sin.
Probably all of us hal;ve s:':oken of someone as being
“spiritually healed.” People are certainly healed spimi-
tually when they are saved from sin.
Thus neither Isaiah 53 nor Matthew 8:16,17 indi-
cates that believers are to be free from sickness.

Gift of Healing?

We also need to keep in mind that God does the

healing, not man. Many people who talk about divine

- healing really emphasize a healing meeting or an indi

vidual who claims the power or the gift of healing. They
say that the aift of healing is given today.

One thing is certain from James 5:14. God does heal
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Sickness should be brought to the Lord
along with spiritual problems.

in answer to prayer. However, notice that there is
nathing in this passage about any aift of healing.
Apparently no healers are available, since rather than
a “healer” only the elders are called for. This is a
matter that is directly between God and the sickindi

vidual, with the help of other believers in prayer.
Notice, too, that the man thing is not the anointing
with oil. The ail is simply to .acknowledge that the
prayer on behaif of the sick person was in the name of
the Lord. It is not the oil but the praver of faith that
saves the sick, This passage teaches that sickness
should be brought to the Lord along with spiritual
problems. God may well choose to answer the pravers
for physical healing. Yet we must never overlook
God's sovereign puyposes. He does allow sicknesses
and afflictions, and He always allows the ultimate phys-
iwcal affliction—death.

False Healers

There is a final word of warning for us today. Mat-
thew 7:22 reads, “"Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and

' ?\‘i;n% name have cast out devils {demons]? and in thy

“have done many wonderful works [miracles]?.
And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you;
depart from me, ve that work miquity.”

This passage describes unbelievers who can per
form miracles, which includes healing and casting out
demons. They even do it in the Lord's name! We can
see then that because someone performs a miracle or
a healing is no evidence whatsoever that this is of the
Lord. Healings of sorts are claimed to occur through
witch doctors, Eskimo shamans, and other forms of
witcheraft, atheists using hypnosis and various
branches of psychology and religions,

When we study how Jesus and the apostles healed
people, we notice several things. First, it was instan-
taneous. Second, they never missed. It did not matter
whether the sick person had faith or not. They could
heal anyone and no one was able to dispute it.

The biblical examples are unlike those mstances
where someone may come up front in a healing meet:
ing, and if they are not healed they are told that it is
their fault since they did not have enough "faith.”

Does God heal the body? Yes, but He does not heal
everyone, and He is not going to heal every believer,
even il the believer is hvmg a holy life. He may have
some greater purpose in mind for the believer. God
does heal in answer to praver, but it must also be in
accordance with His will. -
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