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ADDITIONAL POINTS OF INTEREST

OO OO O OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OOO00

SOME OF ABINGDON'S MOST INTERESTING HISTORIC SITES
ARE NOT FEATURED ON THE DOWNTOWN WALKING TOUR
BUT ARE EASILY ACCESSIBLE BY CAR.

OO OO O OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OOO00

... Sinking/Spring Cemetery
\ S

SINKING SPRING CEMETERY AND
PARSON CUMMINGS’ CABIN
RUSSELL RD. AND VALLEY 3T.

Predating both Washington County and Abingdon,
the cemetery was established as the burial ground for
members of Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church,
organized in 1773. Members of the congregation, led by
Rev. Charles Cummings, built a log church and laid out
the cemetery on 11 acres. Burials over the past 200 years
reflect the long history of Washington County. On the
same parcel of land, separated by Russell Road, is the
burial place of the enslaved people owned by these early
Presbyterians, and also free people of color.

The log house at the cemetery entrance was built circa 1773
by Reverend Cummings, the most influential leader of
Presbyterianism in 18th Century Southwest Virginia. It
was later relocated to its current site, at the location of the
original Presbyterian Church.

WILLIAM KING MUSEUM OF ART
415 ACADEMY DR.

In 1824 the Abingdon Male Academy was built at the
top of this 25 acre site. The Civil War took its toll on the
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illiam King Museum/of ‘Art

building, and in 1872 a new brick school was erected
through a legacy gift of merchant William King. The
Academy closed its doors around 1905. In 1912, its
trustees leased the property to the Town of Abingdon
and the School District of Washington County. A new
brick school building was built in 1913, using the same
footprint as the Academy building. The new public
school was named William King High School, operating
until 1973. It now houses the museum facility.

ABINGDON MUSTER GROUNDS
700 COLONIAL RD.

Northern  trailhead for the Overmountain Victory
National Historic Trail, established by Congress in 1980.
In 1780 militia from Washington County assembled here
to begin their 330-mile march to ultimately defeat British
forces at the Battle of King’s Mountain in South Carolina.
Thomas Jefferson pointed to this battle as a decisive
turning point in the Revolutionary War. In 1864,
Union soldiers under the command of General George
Stoneman camped in the same meadow. Immediately
next door, “Retirement” was built by Captain Robert
Craig circa 1813. The eastern portion of the house was
added in 1858 by Judge Samuel V. Fulkerson.

VIRGINIA CREEPER TRAIL WELCOME CENTER
300 GREEN SPRING RD.

Probably built by Francis Findlay, this brick home now
serves as the welcome center for the Virginia Creeper
Trail, a 34-mile-long recreation trail that was once a
railway line. The nickname, Virginia Creeper, came
from the early steam engines that struggled up the steep
grades. The Welcome Center also houses a collection of
train photography by O. Winston Link called “A Day on
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the Abingdon Branch,” on loan from William King
Museum of Art. A Class M steam engine, nicknamed
“The Old Mollie,” is displayed at the trailhead.

" White’s Mill

WHITE'S MILL
632 WHITE'S MILL RD.

Originally built as Moffett's Mill in 1790, White’s Mill
was purchased by Col. James White in 1838. When
White’s Mill began milling grain with its overshot wheel,
waterpower provided the only stable mechanized
energy. Visitors to the mill can see the old equipment, as
well as contemporary upgrades. It is one of the oldest
water powered grist mills in Southwest Virginia. The
mill is a Virginia Historic Landmark and listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. Next door, the
Mercantile sells White’s Mill grits and cornmeal, plus
hand crafts and art.

ABINGDON VISITOR CENTER/HASSINGER HOUSE

335 CUMMINGS ST. (Pictured on the cover)

Built in 1906 for John Harvey Hassinger by his older
brother William Hassinger, a master builder. The
brothers founded Hassinger Lumber Company, a
logging company that constructed the Virginia-Carolina
railroad (now the Virginia Creeper Trail). Mr. William
Hassinger was known to have been quite proud of his
handiwork. The foundation stones speak for themselves;
the window glass is double thickness, which eliminates
the need for storm windows. The exterior clapboards
and interior floors and millwork are made of clear white
pine, harvested from the virgin forests of Southwest
Virginia, on land that is now Jefferson National Forest.

Reenactors at the Abingdon Muster Grounds ¥
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