
 
 
 
General questions 
 

1. What problems can you identify in this story? Are solutions 

presented? 

 

2. In what way might this story be relevant in your community? 

 

Further exploration 

 

1. Factory owners like Shabbir Mahmood complain that their 

international customers have talked about improving conditions, but 

haven’t been willing to pay for it and could bring their business 

somewhere cheaper. If pressure to change doesn’t work from the 

production end, would it work from the consumer end?  

 

2. Analyze the power dynamics between consumers, retailers, factory 

owners and the workers. Who holds the most power? Who holds the 

least? What does that lead to? Should that change? How so?  

 

3. Many factory buildings in Bangladesh lacked fire doors, sprinklers 

and other safety precautions before the collapse. Many of these 

factories also produced goods for Western markets. Do Western 

brands and consumers have a responsibility to ensure the product 

they sell and buy is produced safely? If yes, is that an equal 

responsibility between brands and consumers? Why or why not?  


