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SUMMARY
• Public agricultural R&D is a major source of agricultural productivity growth.
• We model the effects of future investments in US public agricultural R&D on
global and domestic crop production, land use, input use, and greenhouse gas
emissions.
• We find that increasing US public agricultural R&D spending would increase US
cropland area and greenhouse gas emissions, but reduce global land use and
emissions by a greater amount.
• Sharing technological developments from R&D internationally amplifies the
global benefits of increased US public agricultural R&D spending.

INTRODUCTION
Sustained productivity growth of the US agricultural sector is crucial to ensure global competitiveness and improve the efficiency of land and other farm
input use. Productivity growth, associated with the adoption of new technologies
such as crop varieties, has driven more than a two-fold increase in US production
since the 1950s, while US agricultural land use has fallen (Bigelow & Borchers, 2017;
USDA ERS, 2015).
It is well-established that publicly funded agricultural research and development (R&D), primarily conducted in universities and government institutions, is a
major source of new agricultural technologies and knowledge and is economically
beneficial (Alston et al., 2011; Andersen & Song, 2013; Jin & Huffman, 2016). It also
complements other agricultural extension, private R&D, and other productivity-enhancing activities (Heisey, Wang & Fuglie 2011). Yet funding for US public agricultural R&D has stagnated in recent decades, a sharp contrast with funding growth
in other world regions, particularly China, where total public agricultural R&D has
surpassed that of the US since 2008 (Clancy et al. 2016). This trend could erode US
competitiveness in world agricultural markets, prompting economists to call for
at least doubling US public agricultural R&D (Alston 2018).
It is less firmly established what effect increasing US public R&D spending
and productivity growth would have on global environmental impacts from agriculture, particularly greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Several studies have estimat-

2

ed that global yield increases and R&D have historically reduced cropland area and
GHG emissions (Burney, Davis & Lobell 2011; Stevenson et al. 2013). Other studies at
the global level have projected that increasing average global yields in the future
would reduce the amount of land and other farm input use as well as their associated GHG emissions (Valin et al. 2013; Jones & Sands 2013; Lobell et al. (2013) consider). For the US specifically, Villoria (2019) estimated that raising productivity, and
thus global competitiveness, has historically increased domestic cropland area
— a ‘rebound effect’ — but reduced global land use. However, this and other studies
did not specifically estimate the effects of US public agricultural R&D spending on
global GHGs.
This study contributes to the literature by assessing domestic and global
GHG, cropland, and crop production impacts from increased crop productivity
growth due to increased US public R&D investments. To the best of our knowledge,
this is the first such study conducted. This study also builds upon previous work
by using the latest data and parameter estimates on the historical gains from US
R&D spending (Baldos et al., 2018) and technological spillovers to the rest of the
world (Fuglie, 2017) to calculate the implied growth in agricultural productivity
from R&D spending increases. In contrast to several similar studies, our analysis
is limited to crop production; however we plan to extend the analysis to include
livestock.
Our results indicate that US productivity growth alone cannot reduce cropland, input use, and associated emissions in the US, which would all rise as domestic production increases with greater international competitiveness. At the same
time, global environmental impacts would fall thanks to US agriculture improving
its GHG intensity and taking up a greater share of global production. Ensuring that
technological advances from US R&D “spill over” to the rest of the world, as they historically have, amplifies the global benefit. We also find that strictly constraining
US cropland and farm input use — though decreasing global cropland, and GHG
emissions — would decrease production and substantially increase crop prices.

METHODS
Modelling R&D investments and knowledge stock accumulation
The empirical literature on the linkages between the flow of R&D spending,
the stock of accumulated knowledge capital and subsequent productivity growth
is well established (Alston et al., 2011; Griliches, 1979; P. Heisey et al., 2011; Huffman, 2009). The framework involves two main stages. In the first stage, knowledge
capital stocks are constructed from the stream of R&D spending using R&D lag
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weights (Figure 1). Knowledge capital consists of the technological and human
capital needed to develop and propagate high-yielding crop varieties as well as
modern farm management techniques and machineries. More importantly, how
R&D spending today contributes to the R&D knowledge stock in the future is summarized by the R&D lag weights. Initially, the R&D spending contributes little to
knowledge capital accumulation, but its effect builds over time as technology arising from that research becomes mature and is eventually disseminated to farmers.
Eventually, the effects peak when technology is fully disseminated, but then wane
due to technology obsolescence. In the second stage, after converting the R&D
spending flows to knowledge capital stocks, the growth in stocks are then linked to
growth in agricultural total factor productivity (TFP) growth via elasticities which
describe the percent rise in TFP given a 1 percent rise in knowledge capital stock.

Figure 1. R&D Lag Weights

Our analysis borrows heavily from the data and parameter estimates from
Baldos et al (2018) which examines the historical gains in US R&D spending using
Bayesian econometrics. The authors compiled annual public agricultural R&D expenditures (in billion 2005 USD) from spending data by USDA intramural research
agencies in particular the Agricultural Research Service (ARS) and the Economic
Research Service (ERS), State Agricultural Experiment Stations (SAES), and Schools
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of Veterinary Medicine. Following the authors, we adapt the gamma structure with
a 50-year lag span when calibrating the R&D lag weights. Furthermore, the R&D
lag weight structure is parametrized by
and
which Baldos et al (2018)
estimated. Note that the sum of the weights (i.e.
normalization.

) is equal to 1 due to

			
:
			
We use an R&D stock TFP elasticity of 0.34, as estimated in Baldos et al (2018).
In other words, we assume that there is a 0.34 percent rise in TFP given a 1 percent
rise in knowledge capital stock.
We explore the productivity implications from increased US R&D spending
increases from 2020 to 2030. Specifically, we develop 10 growth rate scenarios with
annual R&D spending growth ranging from 1% to 10% (Figure 2). Note that these
increases are added to the assumed Future Baseline growth in US R&D spending
which is around 0.8% per year from 2011 to 2030.
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Figure 2. Future Annual R&D Spending Growth Rate
(A) and Absolute Annual Values (B)

To explore the technological spillovers to the rest of the world from increased US R&D spending, we use the methods and parameters from Fuglie (2017).
The author reviewed the literature on the estimated R&D stock TFP elasticities as
well as R&D spillover elasticities for key world regions. The author also calculated
the international R&D stocks — which generate R&D spillovers — from the knowledge capital stocks in the developed world specifically in Western Europe, North
America, Oceania + S Africa and Developed Asia. Since the full data used by Fuglie
(2017) is not publicly available, side calculations are necessary to calculate the
international R&D stocks from the available US data. Shares of R&D stocks for US
and other key regions from Fuglie (2017) are combined with the computed US R&D
knowledge capital stocks in this study in order to derive the total international
R&D stocks. We assume that the contribution of R&D stocks from non-US regions
are fixed (i.e. international R&D stocks are mainly driven by R&D stocks from the
US). Regions which historically benefited from R&D spillovers include Western
Europe, Oceania + S Africa, Developed Asia and Latin America. Actual agricultural
TFP data for these regions for the year 2011 are taken from USDA-ERS (2019) and are
projected to 2050 using the year-on-year change in international R&D stocks and
R&D spillover TFP elasticities from Fuglie (2017) (Table 1).
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Table 1. Average Agricultural R&D Elasticities for Key
Regions from Fuglie (2017)
Region
Developed
Western Europe
Australia-NZ-S Africa
Japan-Korea-Taiwan
Developing
Latin America

TFP R&D Elasticity from
International R&D stocks
0.210
0.240
0.120
0.210*
0.070
0.360

Projecting global agriculture using the simple model
To quantify economic and environmental benefits from increased US R&D
spending, we employ the SIMPLE model (a Simplified International Model of agricultural Prices, Land use and the Environment) – a global economic model of
agriculture (Appendix 3). We estimate future changes in TFP growth, food demand,
crop production, crop prices, and other key variables under a business-as-usual
scenario, referred to as the ‘Future Baseline.’ We also simulate scenarios which incorporate R&D driven productivity growth from increased US R&D spending, with
and without international R&D spillovers. These are implemented as additions
to the baseline increase in crop TFP. In addition, we model scenarios with “input
constraints”, in which cropland use is fixed to current areas and non-cropland
input use is taxed by 20%. These constraints reflect efforts to curb GHG emissions
from input use in the crop sector. We simulate constraints in the US only (“Constraints-US”) and in the US as well as the regions which indirectly benefit from
increased R&D spending in the US via R&D spillovers (“Constraints - Spillovers”).

RESULTS
We primarily report results in terms of percentage change between 2011 and
2050 for the scenario in which R&D spending grows by an additional 7% over 20202030 — referred to as 7% annual R&D growth or the 7% scenario. In this scenario,
R&D spending roughly doubles between 2020 and 2030. We present results for scenarios accounting for international R&D spillovers from US agricultural R&D investments except where noted, since spillovers have been observed in the past. See
Appendix 1 for results in terms of absolute change, results for other scenarios, and
results without spillovers.
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Projections of R&D driven US TFP growth
Gains in crop TFP growth increase at higher R&D growth rate scenarios,
though with declining marginal gains (Table 2). For example, under 1% annual
R&D growth, For every 1% rise in total R&D spending, there is a 0.27% increase in
TFP. But under the 7% scenario, for each 1% rise in spending, there is a 0.23% increase in TFP on average.

Table 2. US R&D Spending and Crop TFP Changes
for Each R&D Investment Scenario Relative to Future
Baseline
Annual US R&D
expenditure growth
rate: 2020-2030
1% per yr
2% per yr
3% per yr
4% per yr
5% per yr
6% per yr
7% per yr
8% per yr
9% per yr
10% per yr

US R&D spending: 2020-2050
Annual Relative to Future
Total
Average
Baseline R&D
Cost
Cost
Spending
in Billion 2005 USD
in %
12.3
0.4
9.7
25.7
0.9
20.2
40.5
1.3
31.8
56.6
1.9
44.5
74.2
2.5
58.4
93.5
3.1
73.5
114.5
3.8
90.1
137.5
4.6
108.2
162.5
5.4
127.9
189.9
6.3
149.4

Additional US Crop TFP
Growth over Future
Baseline (in %, 20112050):
2.6
5.4
8.2
11.2
14.3
17.5
20.8
24.3
27.9
31.6

Increased US R&D investments also result in productivity growth outside the
US via technological spillovers (Figure 3). Across each region, Western Europe and
Latin America tend to gain more from the technological spillovers from increased
US R&D spending. For example, under 7% annual R&D growth, productivity in
Western Europe and Latin America is projected to rise around 10%. Note that the
gains in productivity growth from technological spillovers across regions reflect
the relative values of the R&D spillover elasticities in Table 1; hence, Oceania and
South Africa benefit the least in terms of the R&D spillovers from increased US R&D
spending.
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Figure 3. Crop TFP Growth in the Rest of the World Due
to Technological Spillovers from US R&D Investments
(Relative to Future Baseline Growth)

Global implications of R&D driven US TFP growth in future projections
Under the increased R&D spending scenarios, global crop production rises
sharply while greenhouse gas emissions, cropland area, and crop prices fall relative to the Future Baseline scenario. These effects are magnified at higher levels of
R&D spending scenarios.
Since the US is a major world exporter of agricultural crops, greater productivity growth of the US crop sector due to R&D investments results in greater US
exports which in turn reduces global crop price, cropland and noncropland input
use, and increases global crop production relative to the Future Baseline scenario
(Figure 4). Under the Future Baseline, global crop price is expected to decline by
16% while global crop production is expected to increase by 74%. Under the 7%
scenario, we project global crop prices fall 24.3% and production rises 77.5%. The
additional rise in global crop production is relatively smaller than the additional
reduction in global crop prices, suggesting that global demand for crops does not
respond much to changes in crop price (i.e. it is price inelastic).
R&D-driven productivity growth also reduces global use of cropland and
noncropland inputs (Figure 5). Future Baseline cropland growth is 12%, or 184.6
million hectares (Mha), and noncropland input growth is 30%, or $590.6 billion.
The rise in global cropland and input use is much less at higher R&D spending lev-
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els: 10.9% (168.2 Mha), and 26.8% ($531.6 billion), respectively, under the 7% scenario.

Figure 4

R&D-driven productivity growth also reduces GHG emissions associated with
land use change, fertilizer, and energy (Figure 4 & Appendix 1). Under the Future
Baseline, global 2050 GHG emissions are expected to rise 1,126 MMT CO2 eq/yr. Note
that these estimates are smaller than estimates from other studies which consider
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emissions from crops as well as livestock (see Appendix 2). Under the 7% annual
R&D growth, total GHG emissions in 2050 rise 109 MMT less, with land use change
emissions declining the most relative to the Future Baseline. Global GHG intensity
also declines by 38%, more than the Future Baseline projected decline of 37%.
US implications of R&D driven US TFP growth in future projections
The productivity gains from greater US R&D make US farmers more competitive in world markets, driving expansion of US crop production and exports and
the global results described above (Figure 5). Under the Future Baseline scenario,
US crop producer price declines 25.6% between 2011-2050, while crop production
and crop exports increase by 50% and 116.8%, respectively. Under 7% annual R&D
growth, US producer prices fall more — by 38.1% — driving dramatic increases in
US crop production and exports of 92.8% and 252.9%, respectively.

Figure 5
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Given access to global markets, improvements in US crop productivity not
only result in increases in domestic crop output but also expansion in land (i.e.
extensification), noncropland input use (i.e. intensification), and associated GHG
emissions (Figures 5). These increases do not offset or negate the global reductions
in cropland, input use or emissions, and are factored into the global results above.
US noncropland input use is projected to grow faster than cropland expansion
which suggest greater intensity of crop production (i.e. more noncropland inputs
per unit of cropland). Under the Future Baseline, US cropland, noncropland input
use, and related GHG emissions expand by 1.9% (2.9 Mha), 6.9% ($108 billion), and
2.8% (40 MMT CO2e/yr), respectively. Under 7% annual R&D growth, they expand
3% (4.7 Mha), 11.2% ($176 billion), and 4.5% (64.8 MMT CO2e/yr), respectively. Emissions related to cropland expansion account for the majority of emissions growth
across scenarios, illustrating the large role that limiting extensification can play in
climate mitigation.
Although US crop GHG emissions increase with greater R&D investment
rates, GHG intensity declines (Figure 5). Under 7% annual R&D growth, US crop GHG
intensity falls 46%, more than the 31% decline projected under the Future Baseline
scenario.
It is important to highlight the observed reduction in global cropland and
noncropland use since within the US both cropland and noncropland use expands
at greater levels of R&D investment. This suggests that farm input use in the rest of
the world is declining faster than it is rising in the US given productivity growth
from R&D investments.
R&D international spillovers
The global effects of increased US R&D spending are magnified when R&D
spillovers to key regions are accounted for. Without R&D spillovers, global crop
price declines less and global crop production increases less (Figure 6). Likewise,
global cropland and total greenhouse gas emissions increase more, by 177.6 Mha
and 1,076 MMT CO2 eq /yr., respectively, under the 7% scenario.
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Figure 6

R&D spillovers further increase farm productivity growth in other regions,
indirectly reducing the competitiveness of US crop exports in the world market.
Without R&D spillovers, we project greater US crop production, greater US exports,
and less reduction in US crop producer prices than with spillovers included. We
also project greater US cropland expansion, noncropland input use, and associated
GHG emissions.
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Input constraints
We also project global and US results under “input constraints”, holding cropland area constant at 2011 levels and levying a tax of 20% on farm inputs in the
US and in regions which benefit from US R&D spillovers. Compared to the Future
Baseline, imposing input constraints without substantially increasing US R&D results in less global cropland, input use and GHG emissions, but at the cost of higher global crop prices and less crop production. For example, with input constraints
and minimal R&D investment of 1% annual growth, we project global crop prices
would fall 12.5% vs. 15.9% under the Future Baseline and 24.3% under 7% annual
R&D growth (Appendix 1).

Figure 7
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When R&D spending grows at higher rates, imposing input constraints reduces the global food production benefits and increases the GHG benefits compared to a scenario with R&D growth and no constraints (Figure 7). For example,
the global crop price reduction is 24.3% under the 7% scenario with spillovers
and no constraints while the reduction is only 18.2% under the 7% scenario with
constraints. Global crop production rises less, prices fall less, and global GHGs and
cropland rise less with input constraints.
In the US, input constraints have similar effects as they do globally. Compared to scenarios with similar or greater R&D growth, all scenarios with input
constraints result in substantially lower cropland expansion, input use, and GHG
emissions, but with the tradeoff of less internationally competitive US production
and lower crop production and exports (Appendix 1).

CONCLUSIONS
These results suggest that increasing US R&D investments between 2020-2030
increases US crop productivity and international competitiveness, thereby expanding US exports. This reduces global crop prices, cropland, input use and associated GHG emissions. We project that doubling US R&D spending — equivalent to a
7% annual increase over 2020-2030 — would approximately cut in half global crop
prices in 2050 and reduce cropland use and crop-related greenhouse gas emissions
16.4 Mha and 109 MMT CO2 eq/yr, respectively, compared to business-as-usual.
The global benefits of increased US R&D come at the cost of increased cropland, input use, and GHG emissions within the US, exemplifying how productivity growth can result in a local rebound effect, but global land sparing and GHG
mitigation. Policies that restrict cropland and input use can reduce US and global
emissions, but reduce the competitiveness of US crop exports. Other regions take
advantage of these restrictions by producing more crops and selling it to the world
market. This increases global food prices and reduces global food production, especially when there are only small increases in US R&D spending. In a world with
rising food demand and increasing external pressures on crop production such as
those caused by climate change, the negative impacts on food production of input
constraints must carefully be considered.
Whether or not policies are enacted to constrain cropland and input use,
our results suggest that significant reduction in global GHG emissions can only be
achieved with growth in US R&D spending and widespread technological spillovers
from R&D to other countries.
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Appendix 1: Detailed Results

Appendix Table 1. Changes in key US crop production and GHG emissions variables from 2011 to 2050 under different US R&D investment scenarios and farm input constraints (in % changes)
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Appendix Table 2. Changes in key US crop production and GHG emissions variables from 2011 to 2050 under different US R&D investment scenarios and farm input constraints (in absolute changes)
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Appendix Table 3. Changes in key global crop production and GHG emissions variables from 2011 to 2050 under
different US R&D investment scenarios and farm input constraints (in % changes)
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Appendix Table 4. Changes in key global crop production and GHG emissions variables from 2011 to 2050 under
different US R&D investment scenarios and farm input constraints (in absolute changes)
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Supplementary Figures
Supplementary Figure 1: Global Results
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Supplementary Figure 2: US Results
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Appendix 2. Estimates of agricultural GHG emissions
by 2050
Long-run projections on the GHG emissions of agriculture typically rely on
economic models as well as input-output accounting methods. Often these estimates are generated using assumed growths in food demand (due to population,
income and changing diets) and food supply (driven by productivity growth and
technical change).
Using a global partial equilibrium model of agriculture, FAO (2018) examined how global agriculture evolves to 2050 given different assumptions on food
demand drivers such as population, incomes, diets and bioenergy needs as well as
food supply drivers such as cropping intensity and productivity growth in both
the crops and livestock sectors. Three main scenarios are explored in the study
namely stratified societies (SSS), business as usual (BAU) and towards sustainability scenarios (TSS). GHG emissions are computed from the changes in agricultural
production. Emissions reported in the study include those from paddy rice, crop
residues, and fertilizer use as well as animal specific emissions from the livestock
sector. The results show that global gross agricultural production is expected to increase by 53%, 50% and 40% from 2012 to 2050 under SSS, BAU and TSS, respectively.
US gross agricultural production is expected to increase by around 40%, 33% and
4% respectively. Globally, agricultural GHG emissions are expected to increase by
around 20% and 38% under BAU and SSS (around 5.2 and 5.9 GtCO2-eq /yr, respectively) while they will decrease by around 17% under TSS (3.6 GtCO2-eq /yr). For the
US, agricultural GHG emissions under BAU and TSS are expected to fall by around
31% and 68% (from 0.36 GtCO2-eq /yr in 2012 to 0.24 and 0.11 GtCO2-eq /yr, respectively) while they will increase by around 10% under SSS (0.39 GtCO2-eq /yr).
WRI (2019) used a global accounting model to calculate future changes in
agricultural production, land use and greenhouse gas emissions between 2010 and
2050. Several scenarios are estimated in the report using different assumptions regarding future diets, food waste mitigation, productivity and emission reduction
in crops and livestock animals. Findings from these initial model runs are used to
craft three key alternative scenarios which consist of “Coordinated Effort” “Highly
Ambitious” and “Breakthrough Technologies” scenarios. These are ranked according to the level of effort to drastically reduce agricultural GHG emissions. The estimates show that under business as usual, global GHG emissions from agricultural
production are expected to rise by 32% from 6.8 to 9.0 GtCO2-eq /yr between 2010
and 2050 while land use change emissions are expected to increase by around 15%
(or from 5.2 to 6.0 GtCO2-eq /yr). In total, global agricultural GHG emissions are
expected to increase by around 25% (15 GtCO2-eq /yr). Estimates of the alternative
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scenarios show a significant reduction in GHG emissions from global agriculture between 2010 to 2050. Agricultural emissions under the “Coordinated Effort”,
“Highly Ambitious” and “Breakthrough Technologies” scenarios are expected to
decline by 39%, 61% and 69%, respectively relative to 2010 values.
Frank et al (2018) examined how technical and structural mitigation options, as well as consumer preferences, can reduce methane and nitrous oxide
emissions in global agriculture by 2050 using a global partial equilibrium model
of agriculture. Technical improvements considered by the authors include fertilizer management, better rice cultivation practices, manure management and
livestock supplements. Structural adjustments in the study consist of shifts in
production systems, reallocation of international trade, and changes in consumer
preferences. The results show that in their baseline scenario, without mitigation,
global agricultural non-CO2 emissions are expected to grow from 4.8 GtCO2-eq/yr
in 2010 to around 6.8 GtCO2-eq/yr by 2050 (around 42%). Around 80% of the global
increase in methane and nitrous oxide emissions are in Asia, Latin America and
Africa. The authors find that combined structural, technical, and food demand
mitigation strategies could reduce global agricultural non-CO2 emissions by up to
2.6 GtCO2-eq/yr in 2050 at the 100 $/tCO2eq carbon price — around 38% of global
emissions under the future baseline. Furthermore, the authors find that there is
no single set of policies that could be adopted globally. Each region has its own
unique set of policies which will yield the most effective reduction in non-CO2
emissions in agriculture.
Bennetzen, Smith and Porter (2016b) used global GHG accounting methods
in order to assess historical as well as future global GHG emissions from agriculture. Unlike model-based estimates, the authors used identity-based analysis to
deconstruct the primary elements of agricultural GHG emissions. GHG emissions
considered in the study include those from the livestock and crop sector. The authors applied their approach in order to calculate the GHG emissions from past
projections by UN FAO. The authors found that under business as usual — wherein emissions per crop and livestock follow historical trends — global agricultural
GHG emissions are expected to increase by around 2.6 GtCO2-eq/yr between 2007
to 2050 (11.9 and 14.5 GtCO2-eq /yr, respectively). Overall contribution of crops and
livestock production to the total change is around 0.8 and 1.8 GtCO2-eq/yr, respectively. Emissions for crop production can be further decomposed to contribution
of energy use (1.3 GtCO2-eq/yr), soil emissions (0.2 GtCO2-eq/yr) as well as land use
change emissions (-0.7 GtCO2-eq/yr).
A 2013 study estimated that under a business as usual scenario, world agricultural GHG emissions will increase by about 1 GtCO2-eq/ yr between 2000 and
2050, primarily due to increased livestock methane emissions and emissions from
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fertilizer use (Valin et al. 2013). With increased crop and livestock yields, however,
the increase is dampened to 0.324 - 0.456 GtCO2e/yr (56 - 69% less), depending on
whether increasing yields costs farmers extra or technological advances enabled
them to increase at no cost. Another study found similar climate benefits from
productivity growth. It projected that without productivity growth, global agricultural GHG emissions would increase by 47% (from 5.1 GtCO2-eq/yr to 7.5 GtCO2-eq/
yr) between 2004 and 2034, whereas it would increase about 66% less if productivity for crops and livestock grew (Jones & Sands, 2013).
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Appendix 3: SIMPLE Model Description
As the name suggests, SIMPLE focuses on the key drivers and economic responses which govern long run developments in the farm and food system (U.L.C.
Baldos & Hertel, 2013). In the SIMPLE model, per capita food demands are driven by
exogenous per capita income growth and respond to endogenous changes in food
prices with these responses varying by income level. Consumers in wealthy regions
are less responsive to price and income changes than those residing in low income
regions. Aggregated food commodities in SIMPLE include crops, livestock products,
and processed foods, and consumption patterns evolve to reflect observed shifts
in dietary preferences — moving away from crops towards livestock and processed
foods as incomes rise.

Figure A1. Schematic of the SIMPLE Model
Regional production systems in SIMPLE are modelled using a constant elasticity of substitution (CES) production framework. Crops are produced by combining land and an aggregate noncropland input, with the latter input representing
all other factors of production — excluding land — which are used by the crops
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sector, including fertilizer, labor, and machinery, among other farm inputs. Crop
outputs are demanded in four uses, namely: direct food consumption, feed use
in the livestock sectors, raw input use in the processed food industries, and feedstocks in the global biofuel sector. The capacity for input substitution between
land and noncropland inputs makes it possible to endogenously increase crop
yields. The evolution of the global farm system is also driven by exogenous productivity trend effects owing to climate change as well as endogenous productivity
responses to past and future investments in agricultural R&D.
Future projections for the period 2011 to 2050 using the SIMPLE model require future growth rates in the population, income, biofuel demand, and total
factor productivity in the crops, livestock and processed food sectors. In this study,
sources of these future growth rates are as follows. The population and income
growth rates are based on the Shared Socio-economic Pathways (SSP) Database
(2013). These SSPs have been specifically designed for climate change impact assessment by providing alternative trends in socio-economic development when
climate change impacts are ignored (Kriegler et al., 2012; O’Neill et al., 2012). In this
study, SSP 2 is used, which assumes that future socio-economic and technological
development permits successful implementation of climate change adaptation
and mitigation strategies (Kriegler et al. 2012). In addition to population and income, future food demand will also be affected by crop feedstock demand for first
and second generation biofuel production. Projections of global biofuel consumption is based on the “Current policies” scenario published in the World Energy Outlook (IEA, 2008, 2012). With the “Current policies” scenario, all energy policies for the
power and transportation sectors enacted as of mid-2012 are taken into account.
In this study, estimates of total factor productivity (TFP) growth rates — a measure
of productivity which accounts for total output given over-all input use — are used
in future projections. Regional TFP growth rates for the crops and livestock sectors
are based on adjusted historical estimates from Fuglie (2012) and projections from
Ludena et al. (2007), respectively. Lacking detailed TFP projections for the processed
food sector, historical rates from Griffith et al. (2004) are used, assuming that these
rates apply in the future and across all regions. SIMPLE was also modified to include CO2 GHG emissions from noncropland inputs (fuel and energy GHG intensities (Bennetzen et al., 2016a) as well as one-time cropland use change emission —
soil and above ground biomass from potential vegetation cover (West et al., 2010).
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