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Dear Members and Friends of
the BSA,
It was my pleasure to have
seen the snow and ice from a
warm room in my home and I
hope you had the same
experience. I also am glad it is
not as cold and blue skies are
more evident. Spring is really
on its way and the BSA is
getting ready for several
exciting events. Music
Adventures is an up close and
personal experience. Stay tuned
for more!
Our Board and Chairpersons
also had a busy winter despite
the weather, cancellations and
rescheduling. A partial list
includes multiple Board and
Committee meetings, design
work sessions resulting in plans
for future promotional
materials, brainstorming for
new fundraisers which you will
be reading about, Board
members manning the phones
at the BSO Giving Tuesday
challenge and serving as hosts
for the three-day AMSOV
(Association of Major Symphony
Orchestra Volunteers) Board
Meeting. Quite a list!
AMSOV’s Mission, which is ‘To
ensure the continued existence

of major symphony orchestras in North America
through volunteerism’, rings loud and clear for our
organization. We will report out on the best
practices learned at the conference in late April.
In the months between News Notes issues, please
ponder and share your innovative thoughts for The
BSA and its future work. I would be interested in
your thoughts (not just fundraising ideas). You can
mail or email them to Vikki or me.
I close with noting the work of our Nominating
Committee as they finalize their efforts of the past
few months. The announcement is scheduled for
March 15, 2019. We will vote and induct the new
officers at our annual meeting in June.
Keep in mind that you, the BSA members, are the
strength and support for our great organization.
Thank you for all your work and accomplishments.

Marguerite
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January
Membership Meeting
The General Membership meeting was held on
Wednesday, January 9 at the Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall. After a delicious dinner from
Santoni’s and brief business meeting, we were
treated to a wonderful evening of
entertainment.
Vice President of Programming Carolyn
Lassahn introduced our guests, three
musicians who entertained us with a very
unusual piece called Table Music. The name is
a bit of a pun because the composer, Thierry
De Mey, modeled the piece after a Baroque
dance suite designed to entertain guests while
sitting at a table eating and drinking. The
piece virtually eliminates instruments, reducing
everything to three percussionists playing on
small table-like objects and becomes a ‘ballet
for the hands’.
The trio who performed included Matt Keown,
Adam Rosenblatt and Jeff Stern, all of whom
teach in different capacities at the Peabody
Conservatory. Adam specializes in theatrical
percussion such as Table Music and has a
group dedicated to this genre called
QuaQuaQua. Matt and Jeff are one half of the
Icarus Quartet along with two pianists.
Good food, interesting conversation and
fascinating entertainment – an unbeatable
combination! Be sure and join us for the next
membership meeting on Wednesday March 13.

Matt Keown, Adam Rosenblatt and Jeff Stern
performing Table Music, a ‘ballet of the hands’.

Join Us for the next BSA
Membership Meeting
Wednesday, March 13, 2019 @ 5 P.M.
Meyerhoff Hall -Park Ave Lounge

Dinner
Greek Salad *Herb Marinated Flank Steak *
Salmon with Dill Sauce* Grilled Asparagus*
Italian Roasted Potato Spears*Dessert
(Vegan entree upon request)

Program
We are delighted to have the Baltimore
Symphony Youth Orchestra Quartet
perform.

Guests are welcome!
$30 BSA members - $35 Guests
RSVP by March 8th to Vikki McAdory, 410-783-8023
associates@bsomusic.org
$4 Parking coupons for Cathedral St Garage available at
the BSO box office. Submit coupon with parking
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BSA FAMILY LUNCHEONS
Following the Family Concerts throughout the
year, the BSA sponsors and organizes Family
Luncheons. The theme for December’s
Concert and Luncheon was Swingin’ Nutcracker
and over 60 guests attended. Luncheon
speakers were Associate Conductor Nicholas
Hersh and members of Fly Dance Company,
who performed at the morning concert.

Family concert and luncheon regulars the Shaw Family

A full house for the luncheon

Chair Sara Levine was ably assisted by co-chair
Ruth Ann Shepard who donated nutcrackers,
decorations and items for the children, and
volunteers Trudy Wexler, Barbara Dent, Bob
Whitby, Bernie Finn and Marguerite Walsh, as
well as friends of the BSA.

Volunteers set up and are ready to go!

Associate Conductor Nicholas Hersh and the Fly Dance
Company interacting with luncheon attendees

The Levinson Family enjoying a delicious lunch
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Music Adventures

MARIN ALSOP
AT THE

Music Adventures offers three sessions to enhance
your appreciation of classical music. Learn about
"Life in the Orchestra" from the perspective of both
new members, including a mock audition, and
members with more years of experience.
Helen Hess, Viola
Tue, Mar 19, 5:30 pm
Marcia Kämper, Flute
Tue, Apr 2, 5:30 pm
Brian Prechtl, Percussion
Tue, May 7, 5:30 pm
Classes may be purchased as a series or
individually. Series Price: $85 (BSA Members) |
$100 (Non-members)
Per Class Price: $30 (BSA Members) | $35 (Nonmembers)
Enjoy a meet and greet with light refreshments at
5:30 pm.
$4 parking in the Cathedral Street Garage is available
through the Ticket Office.

To receive the BSA Member discount, please
contact the BSO Ticket Office at 410.783.8000.

Don’t miss these opportunities to hear
from and interact with some of our
talented musicians in small informal
sessions!

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM

In January Marin Alsop was in Davos at the World
Economic Forum where she was honored with their
Crystal Award recognizing her contributions to improve
the state of the world and represent the spirit of Davos.
She also spoke at several sessions. Below are the links
to Marin’s contributions to that forum.
Marin Alsop receives the Crystal Award at the opening
of the World Economic Forum at Davos (10 min.)
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economicforum-annual-meeting/sessions/the-25th-anniversaryof-the-crystal-awards The presentation to Alsop and her
remarks are found in the recording beginning at 5:50
minutes, and conclude at 15:00 minutes.
An Insight, An Idea…with Marin Alsop at the World
Economic Forum (30 min.) A conversation with Marin
Alsop on her commitment to providing music education
to young people.
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economicforum-annual-meeting/sessions/an-insight-an-ideawith-marin-alsop
Opening Concert at the World Economic Forum, Davos,
Switzerland (42 min.) The opening concert featured
Crystal Award winner Marin Alsop with the Taki
Concordia Orchestra (all women), in association with
Southbank Centre Orchestra and the Royal Academy of
Music, London, as well as Clara Shen, the 13-year-old
winner of the 2018 Menuhin Junior Competition.
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economicforum-annual-meeting/sessions/opening-concertd749a9fe-049f-4a70-a39b-2216c3920185
World Economic Forum panel on “Female Leadership
at a Tipping Point” (60 min.) A great panel of women at
Davos that included Marin Alsop, the President of
Lithuania, the Deputy Managing Editor of the NY Times,
the President of Proctor and Gamble in North America,
and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economicforum-annual-meeting/sessions/female-leadership-ata-tipping-point
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AMSOV MEETING IN BALTIMORE
At the end of January the BSA hosted the
Board of The Association of Major Symphony
Orchestra Volunteers (AMSOV), which
represents organizations like the BSA across
the US and Canada. Carolyn Stadfeld was the
meeting hostess and in addition to the agenda
which focused on planning the upcoming
AMSOV Conference this spring, Carolyn
arranged dinners for the group which some
BSA board members also attended, sightseeing
and museum trips. She received the following
note of appreciation from Sheri Gill, president
of the AMSOV Board.

AMSOV Annual Conference
The Annual AMSOV Conference is in Dallas
from April 25- April 28. This is an excellent
opportunity to hear exciting keynote speakers
and learn and exchange ideas with symphony
auxiliaries similar to the BSA. Additionally, all
meals are included as is entertainment. If you
are interested in attending this conference or
want further details, visit the conference
website https://www.amsovconf.org/ or
contact Vikki McAdory, 410-783-8023
associates@bsomusic.org.

Dear Carolyn,
Is there a saying that says, "The colder the temperature,
the warmer the hospitality?" If not, there should be,
since you treated us like royalty during our AMSOV
Board Meeting in Baltimore! We rarely felt the cold,
because your orchestra staff and volunteers were so
warm and thoughtful. It was wonderful to see the
historic city of Baltimore through your eyes. Thanks for
some of the highlights.
• The Lord Baltimore Hotel, a real value, and very
accommodating to our needs.
• The restaurants, serving delicious, well-priced
meals; the salads upstaging those in California.
• You and your volunteers for driving us everywhere.
• Jamie Kelley, VP of Development, for his time and
sincere comments.
• The Baltimore Symphony Association for the
complimentary refreshments and meeting space.
• And finally, your splendid Baltimore Symphony for
an amazing concert!
Listening to the magnificent music across our country
affirms my belief that music helps us transcend
differences.
In Appreciation,
Sheri

ORCHKIDS
The OrchKids performed a wonderful Christmas
concert and had over 200 attendees. BSA
members contributed more than $100 plus
food for the refreshments. Joy Munster and
several friends of the BSA enjoyed the concert
and set up the refreshments – which
disappeared in record time!
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A Day of Giving
BSA Board Member and volunteer Barbara Dent,
along with several other BSA members,
participated in the recent phone-a-thon to raise
funds for the BSO. Barbara really enjoyed the
experience and wanted our membership to
benefit from that as well. She contributed the
following article.

My Afternoon at the Phone Bank
February 11 was a snowy and cold day. But it
was also the anniversary of the BSO’s first
concert in 1916 and marked the first BSO Day of
Giving. Activities on the Day of Giving included a
volunteer phone bank to solicit donations from
former supporters.
What a satisfying and pleasant experience the
phone bank turned out to be! Yes, I left a lot of
messages when folks did not answer my
unfamiliar cell phone number. But hopefully they
called back to the designated BSO phone
numbers and made a pledge. I’m pleased to say
that most of the people I talked with renewed
their pledge to the BSO and several even
increased their donation amount. Many of them
knew it was the Day of Giving and one person
had already mailed in his check! Of course,
some people declined to donate and it was
usually because they had moved out of state,
lost their job, had unusual medical expenses or

for other understandable reasons. A few asked
to be called back in a few weeks or later in the
year – for example one fellow needed to wait
until he calculated his 2018 taxes before deciding
on a donation amount. BSO staff members will
call these folks back.
The major reason that the afternoon was so
productive – I made about 90 calls – was that
Louis Diez and the Development staff had
everything set up for us. Not only did they
provide warm drinks and something to eat, there
was a call sheet for each former donor that was
easy to complete. Staff members picked up the
completed call sheets regularly and added them
to their tally of Day of Giving results. We also
had a script to follow when speaking with a
donor and another for leaving a brief voice
message on their phone. Marnie Fallon and new
BSA member Linda Hartke also volunteered and
were pleased with the phone bank effort.
Hopefully, other BSA members will volunteer for
future similar events.
The best thing to report is the result of the Day
of Giving which involved email blasts, social
media posts and other efforts to encourage
donations. Three fundraising challenges were
met – The Howard and Michelle Rosenbloom
Challenge for Artistic Excellence and Innovation,
the BSO Board Challenge for Music for All and
the Cathy McLelland Challenge Our Youth is Our
Future. All told, the Day of Giving raised over
$162,000 for the BSO. Thank you to all the
donors and congratulations to the Development
staff!
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Our guest musician will be percussionist Jeff Stern who is emerging as an exciting new voice in today’s contemporary
music scene. He is on the faculty of the Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University and Mount Saint Mary’s
University, and is a founding member of 2 piano/2 percussion Icarus Quartet and The Percussion Collective. Jeff has
appeared at the Yellow Barn, Bang on a Can, and Norfolk music festivals as well as the Eighth Blackbird Creative Lab.
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Spotlight On…
Jo Kendig
Many of you know Jo Kendig as BSA’s dedicated
and long-standing Vice President of Education
and Usher organizer par excellent. While Jo
spends much of her time at the Meyerhoff and
other venues making sure that attendees of
Baltimore Symphony Youth Orchestra concerts,
Side by Side, Family Concerts and other
programs all get to their seats with time to
spare, she has had a varied career and volunteer
life outside of the BSA.

helping with foundation training for dogs who do
Search & Rescue as well as programs designed
to make dogs better “family members” or
rescues more adoptable.
Perhaps her greatest passion is dogs, particularly
wheaten terriers. She has been a wheaten
terrier owner for decades and is an ardent fan of
the breed. She is a member of the Oriole Dog
Training Club and has chaired a variety of dog
programs, one of which was the development of
the Agility Program (a timed obstacle course) for
this regional area. Jo also oversees a monthly
Veterinary Chiropractic Clinic which offers the
services of not only a veterinary chiropractor but
also a licensed veterinary neurologist.
In Jo Kendig’s case, retirement has been her
opportunity to truly explore and support her
passions and, fortunately for the BSA, she’s not
planning on slowing down any time soon!

TOKENS OF APPRECIATION

Jo is a retired Baltimore City Public School
teacher with 30+ years to her credit. She
worked at the secondary level in many troubled
inner-city schools, specializing in the humanities
and teacher recertification. Today Jo is an active
resident of the Glen Meadows Retirement
Community but retirement has not meant
slowing down. In fact, Jo is as active now as she
was during her teaching career, splitting her time
between the BSA (in addition to Education and
ushering she has bought instruments to donate
to OrchKids and worked on every Show House
since house #4!), volunteering at the Family
Crisis Center and St Rita’s Supper Table and

To show BSA’s appreciation for our BSO
musicians, Chair Barbara Dent and volunteers
Sara Levine, RuthAnn Shepard and Joy Munster
prepared treat bags for the BSO musicians on
January 7. The bags were on the musicians’
chairs when they arrived for rehearsal on
January 8. Each bag contained a $2 scratch-off
lottery ticket and several pieces of candy as well
as a sticker with a slogan such as The BSA loves

the BSO! and BSO musicians are the best!

Joy Munster, Sara
Levine and RuthAnn
Shepard with completed
gift bags
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❖ Furnishings & Décor or Designers from previous Symphony Designer
Show Houses
❖ Local Crafts from our Show House Boutique – jewelry, candles, handcrafted chocolates, etc.
❖ Bargains galore in our Encore Shop – ‘nearly new’ household items,
jewelry, toys
❖ Food – Baked Goods, Pizza, Snacks and Beverages
❖ And…a “Pop Up Concert” presented by BSO Musicians
Saturday May 18 2019 10 AM – 4 PM

Grace United Methodist Church

$2.00 at the door with Door Prizes every hour!

5407 N. Charles St at Northern Pkwy
Parking at the rear of the church

To make this event a success, we need contributions from our members and their
friends for the Encore Shop. Stay tuned for news regarding how you can donate.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018-19

The November and December Mid-Week, Music
Box and Family concerts had capacity audiences.
The BSYO December concerts at Carver also had
very large audiences. Thanks to the many
volunteer ushers all of the events ran
smoothly. Volunteers were also called upon to
fill several special events: an open
rehearsal followed by a q & a with Joshua Bell
and auditions for the soloists for side-by-side
concerts for Anne Arundel County and Baltimore
County public schools. The competitions for the
BSYO concerto winners have just been held and
the announcement for the winners is expected
shortly. These are the young performers for
whom the BSA & the Libby Younglove Fund
provide the prize money. The concert when
these awards will be presented is scheduled for
May 12th (Mother’s Day Sunday) at the
Meyerhoff. In spite of yet more snow in the last
week of February two capacity audiences
enjoyed Peter and The Wolf and despite a late
opening for most of the school systems we had a
large audience for a rescheduled single
performance on Friday. Peter and The Wolf roles
were performed by mimes while the remaining
roles were covered by members of the orchestra
who had the featured musical parts for each
character - the bird, the duck, the cat and the
hunters. Our conductor not only conducted but
performed as "the grumpy Grandfather".

Come join us for the last events of the
season: Music Box featuring Alphabet Soup
& Opposites and the mid-weeks when The
Young Person's Guide To The Orchestra will
be performed.
To sign up contact the office, 410-783-8023
associates@bsomusic.org

(DETAILS WILL BE SENT FOR EACH EVENT)

Jan 2

BSA Board Meeting

Jan 9

Membership Meeting – 12:00 Lunch

Jan 12

Music Box

Feb 6

BSA Board Meeting

Feb 17

BSYO @ Carver Center

Feb 23

Music Box

Mar 2

Family Concert and Luncheon

Mar 6

BSA Board Meeting

Mar 13

Membership Meeting -- 5 PM Dinner

Mar 19

Music Adventures I 5:30 PM

Mar 30

Music Box

Apr 2

Music Adventures II 5:30 PM

Apr 3

BSA Board Meeting

Apr 10

Winey Wednesday – 5:30 PM

Apr 27

Family Concert and Luncheon

May 1

BSA Board Meeting

May 4

Music Box

May 7

Music Adventures III 5:30 PM

May 12

BSYO @ Meyerhoff

May 17

BSYO Concert/Awards Presentation @
Meyerhoff

May 18

Second Fiddle Bazaar 10-4

Jun 8

Annual Meeting – Gertrude’s

Jun 12

Musicians & Staff Luncheon
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Do You Have an Occasion to Celebrate or
Recognize? The Perfect Solution…

BSA ALL OCCASION CONTRIBUTION CARDS

BSA General Fund

THE POWER OF ASK
Libby Younglove Education Fund
Baker’s Dozen (13) cards for $30. Cards are available at all BSA
meetings and events. For more information contact the BSA
Office, 410-783-8023 associates@bsomusic.org.

BSA STORE
The BSA Store at the Meyerhoff Symphony Hall is
open at most concerts and we need volunteers
to help staff it. If you enjoy helping customers
and would be able to volunteer a few hours for
this excellent source of funds (and can resist
buying all the jewelry), please contact the office
(Associates@BSOMusic.org or 410.783.8023) and
Vikki will put you in touch with Larry Albrecht, VP
of the Symphony Store.

Research has shown that many people don’t
volunteer simply because they aren’t asked.
Let’s put that to use and start asking – your
friends and family, neighbors, coworkers,
professional associates. Tell them about the
wonderful work that the BSA does and ask them
to not only support our efforts but also to join us
in this most worthwhile endeavor.
If you know someone who might be interested in
joining the BSA, contact the BSA Office Manager
(Associates@BSOMusic.org or 410.783.8023).
She will be happy to send them an information
packet and membership form. The more
members we have, the more we can do to
support the BSO!

Just Ask!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR MEMBERS CELEBRATING
FROM JANUARY THROUGH MAY

January: Kathryn Adams, Chuck Booth, Barbara
Larkin, Christel Losemann, Wendy Ruck, Carole
Hamlin, Florence McLean
February: Fraser Smith, Lydia Robinson, Peggy
Frederick, Betsy Osterman, Marshall Levine, Karen
Solheim, Harriet Silverstein, Xavier Roura
March: Howard Berman, RuthAnn Shepard, Betty
Reeves, Dorothy Stone, Bev Hardin, Sara Levine,
Carole Newman, Katherine Cook, Ellen Mogol,
Freddye Silverman, Jane Barton, Linda Hartke
April: LaVerne Grove, Estelle Harris, Bob Palmieri,
Vikki McAdory, Randy Jacobs, Aliza Friedman, Iris
Pressman, Nancy Smith, Mona Mohamed, Merry
Alterman
May: Faith Dean, Gail Potashnick, Betty Borcherding,
Larry Chambers, Bernie Finn, Michael May, David
Sutton, William Feuer, Trudy Wexler, Kathleen Wales,
Benjamin Brooks

The BSA happily welcomes the following new
and rejoining members:

Benjamin Brooks
Barbara and Theodore Chase
Eric and Hattie Katkow
Audrey Pinkney
Caitlin Roberts
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SAD TIDINGS
It is with great sadness that we inform you of the
following deaths:
Leatrice Kaufman, mother of BSA members
Freddye Silverman and Randy Jacobs
David Weisenfreund, long-time BSA member and
usher, husband of BSA member Janet
Weisenfreund

Thank you to all the members of the BSA
for your condolences, cards and donations
in memory of our mother Lee Kaufman.
She was 91 years young and lived a rich and
full life. Her final social outing was to the
BSO SuperPops Concert on January 26 and
she loved it! We appreciate your caring
and kindness.
Freddye Silverman & Randy Jacobs
Freddye
F

BSA Office Contact Information
Office Manager: Vikki McAdory
Phone: 410-783-8023
Fax: 410-244-8132
Email: Associates@BSOmusic.org
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10 AM - 3 PM
Mailing Address: 1212 Cathedral St.
Baltimore, MD 21201

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
In memory of David Weisenfreund
Sandy Feldman
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BALTIMORE SYMPHONY ASSOCIATES
1212 CATHEDRAL STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 21201

Tell your friends about the BSA and
the wonderful work we do to support the
Symphony and its educational programs.

Bring them to meetings and activities – and
help the organization grow by encouraging
them to join our organization.

Step Up and Sign Up!!!

