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Outlinesermon
COPING WITH CHRISTMAS 

“Simeon’s Christmas”  Luke 2:21-40 
 
No. 2506          Stuart Briscoe 
Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple at the appropriate time to meet the ceremonial 
requirements of circumcision and purification. During the visit they met two fascinating 
characters, Simeon and Anna, who added considerably to their understanding of the 
significance of the baby. Our’s too! 
  
 I. The Realities Behind the Rituals. vv. 21-24 
  A. The circumcision of Jesus. v. 21 
   1. Common practice in the Near East. 
   2. Specific practice for the Covenant people. Genesis 17:12 
   3. Unique practice for Jesus. Galatians 4:4 
  B. The purification of Mary. vv. 22-24 
   1. Laws relating to ceremonial “uncleanness.” Leviticus 12:1-8  
   2. For spiritual symbolism, hygienic considerations.  
  C. The consecration of the firstborn. See Exodus 13:2, 12 
   1. Special consideration of the first fruits. 
   2. Special concessions of redemption. 
 II. The Minority Among the Masses. vv. 25-38 
  A. A man called Simeon. vv. 25-35 
   1. Simeon’s caliber. vv. 25-27 
    a. His character—“righteous and devout.”  
    b. His orientation—“waiting for the consolation.” 
    c. His spirituality. 
     i. “Spirit was holy upon him.” 
     ii. “Revealed to him by the Spirit.”  
     iii. “Moved by the Spirit.” 
   2. Simeon’s canticle. vv. 28-32 
    a. “Now dismiss your servant”—mission accomplished. 
    b. “My eyes have seen your salvation”—mission begun. 
    c. “A light…to the Gentiles”—mission expanded. 
    d. “For glory to…Israel”—mission confirmed. 
   3. Simeon’s caution. vv. 33-35 
    a The child—a cause of “falling and rising.” 
    b. The child—a “sign that will be spoken against.” 
    c. The child—a revealer of “the thoughts of many hearts.” 
    d. The mother—“a sword will pierce your…soul.” 
  B. A prophetess called Anna. vv. 36-38 
   1. Elderly but active—84 and still serving every day. 
   2. Elderly but alert—in the right place at the right time. 
   3. Elderly but positive—84 but “looking forward…” 
   4. Elderly but enthusiastic—84 but “gave thanks and spoke to all…” 
 
Point to Ponder: Am I keeping on keeping on until mission accomplished? 


