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Outlinesermon
COPING WITH CHRISTMAS 

“Zechariah’s Christmas”  Luke 1:8-25 
 
No. 2504          Stuart Briscoe 
In the days of Herod the Great, the fortunes of Israel were at a low ebb. Centuries had passed 
since the prophets had spoken, and a word from the Lord was needed to waken the people 
from their spiritual stupor. It came through an old priest, his elderly wife, and their remarkable 
son. Today’s situation is similar. 
  
 I. Zechariah’s Struggle. 
  A. An upright couple. vv. 5-7 
   1. Zechariah: “The Lord remembers (His covenant).” 
   2. Elisabeth: “My God is faithful.” 
   3. “Upright in the sight of God.” Genesis 6:9; 17:1; Job 1:1 
  B. A unique event. vv. 8-17 
   1. A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity—Zechariah’s turn. 
   2. A once-in-a-lifetime announcement—a response to prayer.  
    a. The promised birth—John: “The Lord is merciful.”  
    b. The predicted character—full of Spirit, not wine.  
    c. The prescribed calling.  
     i. Bringing people back to the Lord.  
     ii. Going on before the Lord—like Elijah.  
     iii. Preparing a people for the Lord. 
  C. An unacceptable response. vv. 18-22 
   1. Questions reasonable but unacceptable. 
   2. In light of his prayers—both personal and ritual. 
   3. In light of Scripture. See Malachi 3:1; 4:5-6 
   4. In light of angelic message, I stand, speak, and am sent. 
  D. An unambiguous result. vv. 23-25 
   1. The one who did not believe was not to speak. 
   2. The ones who saw Zechariah knew he had seen a vision. 
   3. The Lord did what He said He would. 
 
 II. Zechariah’s Song. vv. 57-79 
  A The significance of the name. vv. 57-66 
  B. The recovery of the voice. 
  C. The message of the Song. 
   1. Praise for what the Lord has done. vv. 68-75 
   2. Prediction of what the child will do. vv. 76-77 
   3. Prophecy of how the Lord will do it. vv. 78-79 
 
Point to Ponder: Does the Christmas message elicit from me struggle or song? 


