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Outlinesermon
SECRETS OF THE HEART 

“The Foolish Heart”  Psalm 14 
 
No. 2392         Stuart Briscoe 
Heart attitudes that attempt to resist or negate God are at the root of behavioral problems that 
beset human existence. God searches the hearts of His creatures and calls these attitudes 
“folly.” But there is salvation for such people, and the believer’s concern is to see the good 
news spreading to those most in need of it. 
 

I. The Human Problem. v. 1 
A. The person who says, “There is no God.” 

1. This is an article of faith based on unprovable assumptions. 
2. This robs him of his dignity—no intelligent reason for existence. 
3. This denies him ultimate purpose—no evaluation of performance. 

B. The person who says in his heart “There is no God.” 
1. This is a rejection of God’s relevance not a denial of His existence. 
2. This is “Folly”… 
3. Because it rejects “Wisdom” i.e., “the fear of God.” Proverbs 9:10 

C. The problems of those who resist or deny God. 
1. Nothing to protect them from moral corruption—“corrupt.” 
2. Nothing to define immoral behavior—“vile deeds.” 
3. Nothing to determine standards of righteousness—“good.” 

 
II. The Heavenly Perspective. vv. 2-6 

A. The heavenly observation. v. 2a 
B. The heavenly evaluation. v. 2b 

1. The criterion of “understanding.” 
2. The criterion of “seeking.” 

C. The heavenly consternation. 
1. The totality of depravity. v. 3—“not even one.” 
2. The lack of sensitivity. v. 4a—“never learn.” 
3. The incidence of hostility. v. 4b—“devour my people.” 
4. The absence of spirituality. v. 4c—“do not call.” 
5. The evidence of insecurity. v. 5—“overwhelmed with dread.” 
6. The promise of futility. v. 6—“but the Lord.” 

D. The heavenly affirmation.  
1. God is resident among His people. v. 5 
2. God is the refuge of His people. v. 6 

 
III. The Heartfelt Passion. v. 7 

A. Oh!—that God’s salvation might be experienced. 
B. Oh!—that God’s people might rejoice. 

 
Points to Ponder: Ignorance is not bliss, and it’s not folly to be wise. 


