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Outlinesermon
COMFORT FOR TROUBLED HEARTS  

“Comfort Through Unity”  John 17:20-26 
 

No. 2125          Stuart Briscoe 
Jesus assumed that His disciples would faithfully fulfill the commission He had given them and 
that as a result there would be future generations of believers, including present day believers. 
So when He prayed for future believers His prayer included us! That He prayed for us is 
highly significant. What He prayed for us should be clearly understood. 
  
 I. The One to Whom He Prayed. 
  A. Father. v. 1 
  B. Holy Father. v. 11 
  C. Righteous Father. v. 25 
 II. The Ones for Whom He Prayed. 
  A. Their distinctives. 
   1. They are different from the “world.” v. 9 
   2. They are definitely “given” by the Father. 
  B. Their description. 
   1. They “believe in Me” through apostolic message. v. 20 
   2. They have been given “the glory.” v. 22 
    a. The “glory” of being indwelt as He was. v. 23 
    b. The “glory” of cross-bearing as He did. v. 1 
   3. They have come to know the Lord. v. 26 
 III. The Things for Which He Prayed. 
  A. “That all of them may be one.” v. 21 
   1. The reality of this oneness.  
    a. A unity of believers. v. 20 
    b. A unity based on the historic faith.  
    c. A unity of inter-relatedness—like Father and Son. v. 21 
    d. A unity that allows diversity—like Father and Son.  
    e. A unity of experience—“may they also be in us.”  
    f. A unity of purpose—“to let the world know” v. 23 
   2. The results of this oneness.  
    a. The world will understand their mission. v. 23 
    b. The world will recognize they are beloved. v. 26 
   3. The responsibilities of this oneness.  
    a. It must be protected. v. 11 
     i. Because of worldliness.   

ii. Because of the “evil one.” v. 15 
    b. It must be projected. vv. 21, 23 
  B. That His disciples would be with Him and see His glory. v. 24 
   1. There is comfort in belonging. 
   2. There is comfort in longing. 
 
Points to ponder: Do I “belong” in the body of Christ? Am I protecting and projecting the 
oneness of the body? 


