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Outlinesermon
THE AWESOME POWER OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

“Encouraging People to Look Ahead” 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

No. 1832           Stuart Briscoe 
The Thessalonians had learned a lot about the future but there was still some confusion about 
death and what happens after death. So the missionaries gave further instruction so the 
believers would look ahead with joy. 
 I.  Encouraging People in Their Grieving. 
  A. Grief and death’s awesome reality. v. 13 
   1. People know that death is inevitable—“those who fall asleep.” 
   2. People who approach death in ignorance. 
    a. Wishful thinking.  
    b. Resigned fatalism.  
    c. Uncontrolled rage. 
   3. People confronting death are often inconsolable. 
    a. Shock.  b. Suffering.  c. Separation. 
  B. Grief and death’s awful reasons. 
   1. Death as a consequence of sin. Genesis 2:17; Romans 6:23 
    a. The universal nature of sin. Romans 3:23 
    b. The undeniable reign of death. Romans 5:17 
    c. The unambiguous connection. Romans 5:12 
   2. Death as a just response to sin. Psalm 90 
    a. Sin as human arrogance. 
    b. Death as divine limitation. 
 II.  Encouraging People in Their Believing. 
  A. Belief in human speculation. 
  B. Belief in divine revelation—“the Lord’s own Word.” 15:26 
   1. The unique death of Christ. v. 14 
    a. To rescue from wrath. 1:10 
    b. To live together with Him. 5:10 
   2. The undeniable resurrection of Christ. v. 14 
    a. The intervention of God. 1:10 
    b. The destruction of death. 1 Corinthians 15:26 
    c. The participation of the believing dead. 
   3. The unimaginable coming of Christ. vv. 15, 17 
    a. “The Lord Himself will come”—“parousia.” 
    b. “The dead in Christ will rise first”—“command,” “voice,” “trumpet.” 
    c. “We who are still alive…will be caught up…to meet…” 
    d. “So we will be with the Lord forever.” 
 III.  Encouraging People in Their Achieving. 
  A. Achieving a degree of consolation in grief. 
  B. Achieving a degree of confidence in the future—“hope.” 5:8 
  C. Achieving a degree of consistency in the struggle—“endurance.” 1:3 
  
Points to ponder: What do I believe as I look ahead? How does my belief affect attitudes 
today? 


