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Outlinesermon
THE AWESOME POWER OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

“Encouraging People to Please God” 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 
 

No. 1831           Stuart Briscoe 
In the brief period that they had been in Thessalonica the missionaries had been careful to teach 
the believers “how to live in order to please God.” The fact that they also emphasized this in their 
letter shows that they attached great importance to encouraging this objective. 
 I.  Pleasing God in Spiritual Matters. vv. 1-3a  
  A. A matter of spiritual practice—“to please God.” 
  B. A matter of spiritual position—“in the Lord Jesus.”  
  C. A matter of spiritual progress. 
   1. “How to walk.” 

2. “Do this more and more.” 
  D. A matter of spiritual purpose—“it is God’s will.” v. 3 
   1. “That you should be holy”—“Hagiasmos.” also v. 7 
   2. “That you will be holy”—“Hagiosune.” 3:13 
   3. “Who gives you His Holy Spirit.” v. 8 
  E. A matter of spiritual perspective. 
   1. “Instructions we gave you”—“Parangelias.” 
   2. “By the authority of the Lord Jesus.” 
 II.  Pleasing God in Sexual Morals. vv. 3b-8 
  A. The concern—morality of Greek paganism.  
  B. The conference. See Acts 15:19-20; 28-29 
  C. The connection: 
   1. Called to holiness not impurity. v. 7 
   2. Body is to be controlled “in a way that is holy and honorable.” v. 4     

D. The conviction: 
   1. “Porneia” is wrong because God says so. vv. 3, 8 
   2. “Passionate lust” is closer to paganism than “knowing God.” v. 5 
   3. “Porneia” is “trespassing” and “taking advantage.” v. 6a 
   4. “Porneia” brings its own judgment. v. 6b 
  E. The control. 
   1. You know the instructions. v. 2   
   2. You should avoid the practice. v. 3 
   3. You should learn to control. v. 4 
   4. You have received the Holy Spirit. v. 8 

III.  Pleasing God in Social Mores. 
  A. Social attitudes. 
   1. “Philadelphia” taught by God. v. 8 
   2. Always room for “more and more.” v. 10  
  B. Social ambition. 
   1. Don’t be restless. v. 11a    
   2. Mind your own business. v. 11b 
   3. Avoid idleness. v. 11c 
  C. Social acceptance. v. 12 
   1. Acceptance of personal responsibility leads to… 
   2. Acceptance in the world of “outsiders.” 
 
Points to ponder: Do I regard “pleasing God” as a top priority? In what areas can I do it “more 
and more?” 


