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Outlinesermon
THE AWESOME POWER OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

“Encouraging People to Aim High” 1 Thessalonians 2:1-16 
 

No. 1829          Stuart Briscoe 
The stated objective of Paul and his co-workers for the Thessalonians was to encourage them 
to aim high, to “live lives worthy of God.” We need to know, not only what they meant by 
this, but also what means they used to attain their objectives. 
 I.  Encouraging People to Aim High.  
  A. Why is it necessary? 
   1. Because of secular orientation. 
   2. Because of social norms. 
   3. Because of spiritual confusion.  
  B. How is it done? 
   1. By stating the objective. 
    a. “To live lives worthy of God.” v. 12 
    b. “Not trying to please men but God.” v. 4 
   2. By clarifying the meaning. 
    a. The Kingdom.   
    b. The glory. v. 12 
   3. By explaining the reason. 
    a. The call of God. v. 12; 4:7 
   4. By assisting the believer. 
    a. “The Word of God is at work…” v. 13 
    b. Caring like a mother. v. 7 
    c. Encouraging like a father. v. 11 
 II.  Enabling People to Aim High. 
  A. Transparency of motive. 
   1. The appeal (paraklesis) was not: 
    a. Springing from deception. v. 3  d. Smooth in approach. v.5 
    b. Sexually orientated.    e. Selfishly motivated. 
    c. Slick in presentation.    f. Seeking strokes. v. 6 
   2. But it was: 
    a. Fearlessly presented. v. 2 
    b. Faithfully fulfilled. v. 4 
    c. Fully authenticated. vv. 5b, 1e 
  B. Consistency in modeling. 
   1.We spoke the truth to you. v. 8 
   2.We shared our lives with you. 
   3. We shouldered the burden with you. v. 9 
   4. We showed our character to you. v. 10 
  C. Integrity in ministry. 
   1. The message accepted as the Word of God. v. 13 
   2. The message delivered with a view to salvation. v. 1b 
   3. The message presented to challenge the opposition. vv. 14b-16 
 
Points to ponder: Do I challenge people to aim high? Am I eager to please God? Do I step 
carefully so as to walk worthily? 


