
“I’m Not Who I Was” 
Ephesians 1:1-2 

Sermon Series:  “Be Rich” 

Introduction:  It is extremely important for us to understand our 
identity in Christ as believers because how we see ourselves is so 
important to the way we live our lives. 

Main Idea:  I’m not who I was so I’m not going to live like I did. 

1.  Our new identity is that we are set apart unto God.  That is 
the meaning of saints. 
Application:  We live holy lives (1 Peter 1:15-16). 

2.  Our identity is that we are believing in Jesus.  We are trusting 
Him and nothing else for our salvation and learning to trust Him in 
every area of our lives. 
Application:  We walk by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7). 

3.  Our identity is that we are in Christ.  We are in union with 
Him.     
Application:  We abide in Christ (John 15:5). 
John Piper writes, “Being ‘in Christ Jesus’ is a stupendous reality. It 
is breathtaking what it means to be in Christ. United to Christ. 
Bound to Christ. If you are “in Christ” listen to what it means for 
you. 
1. In Christ Jesus you were given grace before the world was 
created. “He gave us grace in Christ Jesus before the ages began” (2 
Timothy 1:9). 
2. In Christ Jesus you were chosen by God before creation. “God 
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world” (Ephesians 
1:4). 
3. In Christ Jesus you are loved by God with an inseparable love. “I 
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38–39). 
4. In Christ Jesus you were redeemed and forgiven for all your sins. 
In Christ we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses” (Ephesians 1:7). 
5. In Christ Jesus you are justified before God and the righteousness 
of God in Christ is imputed to you. “For our sake God made Christ 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
6. In Christ Jesus you have become a new creation and a son of God. 
“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). “In Christ 
Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith” (Galatians 3:26). 
7. In Christ Jesus you have been seated in the heavenly places even 
while he lived on earth. “God raised us up with Christ and seated us 
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6). 
8. In Christ Jesus all the promises of God are Yes for you. “All the 
promises of God find their Yes in Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:20). 
9. In Christ Jesus you are being sanctified and made holy. “To the 
church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ 
Jesus” (1 Corinthians 1:2). 
10. In Christ Jesus everything you really need will be supplied. “My 
God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory 
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). 
11. In Christ Jesus the peace of God will guard your heart and mind. 
“The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7). 
12. In Christ Jesus you have eternal life. “For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23). 
13. And in Christ Jesus you will be raised from the dead at the 
coming of the Lord. “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22).”


