St. Martin de Porres Parish

presents:

The Toledo Symphony Orchestra

~under the direction of
Maestro Antoine Clark

featuring

The Clarence Smith
Community Chorus

Sunday, February 22, 2026

St. Katharine Drexel Honorees:
Doctors Samina & Zaheer Hasan

Joseph and Joyce Moran

Tickets - S35 - General Admission S45 -Reserved
Call - 419-241-4544
St. Martin de Porres Parish 1119 W. Bancroft St., Toledo, OH 43606



St. Martin de Porres Catholic Parish

1119 W. Bancroft Street, Toledo, Ohio 43606
Phone: 419.241.4544 Fax: 419.241.6241

Friday, January 2, 2026
Dear Friends of St. Martin de Porres Parish and of the Toledo Symphony,

For thirty-six years, St. Martin de Porres Parish and the Toledo Symphony Orchestra have worked together to
celebrate Black History Month with a wonderful concert at the church. I am excited to announce that we will
continue in 2026 and the Toledo Symphony Orchestra, under the Direction of Maestro Antoine Clark and with the
Clarence Smith Community Chorus, will perform together on Feb. 22, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.. This concert will bring
Black History Month to a fitting conclusion. It will be an exciting concert.

Maestro Clark directed the concert in 2025 and his energy and creative selection of compositions made for an
enjoyable evening. We know that this year will build upon that momentum. Performing with the Clarence Smith
Community Chorus will make for a memorable event.

We are inviting you to journey with us down the exhilarating road of African American Music. I know that you are
ready to join us on February 22, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. for our concert entitled “God’s Mosaic Masterpiece.”
Celebrating the diversity of our Toledo Community, religiously and ethnically, we have chosen honorees who
reflect that diversity. Although the exact program has not been announced we know that Maestro Clark and the
Clarence Smith Community Chorus will present a program of music composed by Black musicians, music from
the rich repertoire of the Spirituals and the best of new compositions.

Each year the St. Katharine Drexel Award is presented to one or more people, and it seemed appropriate that
this year the award be presented to people who have celebrated the diversity of our community. Doctors
S. Zaheer & Samina Hasan and Joseph & Joyce Moran are such people. They are involved in the Multifaith
Council, The Muslim Association, the Islamic Society, the Unitarian Church, and the Congregation of B’nai
Israel. They volunteer throughout the community with the Lutheran church, St. Paul’s Community Center, the
multifaith Blood Drive, to mention a few of the interfaith and intracultural activities on their vita.

We are inviting you to consider being a sponsor for our Symphony. Will you celebrate “God’s Mosaic
Masterpiece” with us? Enclosed with this letter is information about ways that you can support this concert. Which
level is best for you? Contributions, as a sponsor, underwrite this concert. Purchasing ads can also be a means of
support. How about congratulating our honorees with an ad in their name? What about advertising your business?

Once again there will be a pre-concert reception for honored guests. Please refer to the enclosed brochure for levels
of giving and the corollary information concerning parking and tickets.

St. Martin de Porres Parish relies on the proceeds from this concert to subsidize many of its social ministries: The
Claver House (a daily soup kitchen); the Food Pantry (weekly distribution of food items), the St. Martin de Porres
Community Center, and our charitable giving. The Padua Center and the St. Vincent de Paul Society rely on the
generosity of space and personnel of St. Martin de Porres Parish to continue their ministries in the Central City.
Will you help us to help others? I ask you to read over the enclosed information and decide how you can be part
of our 36™ annual Black History Month Concert: God’s Mosaic Masterpiece.

Peace and All Good,

Sister Virginia Welsh and the Symphony Committee
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