
Diocese of Toledo 

Catholic Youth Organization 
 

Athletics        
       November 29, 2021 
 
Dear CYO 3rd-7th Grade Basketball Coaches, 
 
Complete league schedules were posted on this website 11/29/21.  Please look over your 
team’s schedule carefully and call the CYO office if you have any questions and/or find a 
mistake.  The leagues are once again named after Bishops in our Diocese.  There are some 
other items of which you should be aware before the start of your season: 
 
1. Please note the dates of your games follow in chronological order. 
 
2. Some teams in have been scheduled to travel to Bellevue, Carey, Tiffin, and Upper 

Sandusky to allow those teams to host a few home games.  Please make this a positive 
experience for your team.  Plan to stop in to the Shrine at Carey Our Lady of Consolation 
or visit the churches at the other parishes while you are there.  Admission will be charged 
in these gyms (Students & Seniors - $1; Adults - $3; and Families - $6) as the CYO office 
provides a different level of service to these parishes and they are required to pay for their 
officials (unlike in metro Toledo). 

 
3. We attempted to honor as many requests regarding league assignments and scheduling 

as possible, but it is impossible to honor each and every one of them.  There are also 
teams that entered without telling us anything about their team (good or bad), which made 
it difficult for us to place them in a league.  We realize that all won’t agree with their 
league assignment, however there was much thought put into this process.   

 
 The CYO will not re-schedule games unless there is a mistake on the schedule or a gym 

becomes unavailable.  We hope that you can understand this.    
 
4. There may be some weekends when your team has not been scheduled to play due to a 

shortage of available courts and/or a request by your opponent.  There are also some 
weekends when your team may be scheduled to play on both Saturday and Sunday.   

 
5. Each coach in the program MUST have successfully completed one of the initial coaches’ 

certification sessions offered by the CYO.  If a coach has current CYO coaching 
certification status then they MUST have attended a re-certification clinic within the last 
twelve months.  There is one remaining re-certification session left at St. John’s Jesuit 
High School on Wednesday, December 1st at 6:00 PM.  There is also one initial 
certification class remaining on Sunday, December 5th at St. Patrick of Heatherdowns 
Parish at 1:00 PM.   Please note that the registration process for these classes requires 
that registrations go through the parish compliance officer.  If a team is scheduled to play 



on December 5th and a coach is attending the initial certification class on that day, the 
coach may not arrive late or leave early from class to make the game. 

 
 Any coach who is sitting on your bench during the game MUST print their name in the 

scorebook (under the list of your players) prior to the start of each game and wear their 
CYO coaching lanyard. Each coach must also complete the online NFHS “concussion 
awareness” class and submit their Certificate of Completion to the CYO office.  This is in 
compliance with Ohio House Bill 143.  New as of August 1st, 2017, is that all volunteer 
coaches must complete the online OHSAA/ODE/ODH “sudden cardiac arrest awareness” 
class (annually) to be in compliance with Ohio Senate Bill 252. 

 
6.  Each team must provide a scorekeeper for each game.  This person is responsible for the 

scorebook.  His/Her authority will begin and end there.  Scorekeepers may not cheer, 
coach, or make comments regarding the officiating from the scorer’s table.  Anyone who 
violates this rule will not be allowed to serve as scorekeeper again.   

 
 The first team listed on the schedule will be considered the home team and their 

book will be the official book in the event of a disagreement.  The two scorers must sit at 
the table and work together.  The scorebooks will be provided by the CYO at each gym, 
and each team will leave with a copy.  You will not be allowed to use a non-CYO provided 
scorebook if you are the home team for a game.  Each team’s scorekeeper will exchange 
line-ups during the 4th quarter of the preceding game.  The head coach will be given a 
scorebook upon entering the gym for each of your games. 

 
7.  The first team listed for each game is also responsible for providing a composite leather 

game ball. 
 
8. Make sure to review the basketball rules that are posted on the CYO website, as well as 

the CYO technical foul policy with all of your players, as well as their parents. 
 
9. Please review the CYO “all play” participation rule, as well as all basketball rules, on the 

CYO website.  If it can be verified that a team has violated this rule, the game may be 
forfeited and the coach may also be suspended.  Please remember that the kids are more 
important than the scoreboard. 

 
10. Coaches are asked to enforce the jewelry rule at all times (including practice).  No player 

is allowed to wear any type of jewelry on the court.  This includes, but is not limited to 
metal & plastic hair pieces, earrings, rubber bands and hair beads.  There are no 
exceptions to these rules.  In addition, please also note the following: 

 - players must have legal numbers printed on the front and back of their jersey tops; 
 - players must wear matching shorts; 
 - wrist bands are only allowed to be worn on the wrist from the wrist to the elbow and only 

one may be worn per arm; 
 - head bands that are worn must all be the same color for each player on the team. 
 We don’t want to take away from the kids’ opportunity to express themselves with 

headbands & wrist bands, but we do want to make you aware of the high school rules 



(which we follow in the CYO program).  If you have any questions regarding any of these 
please feel free to e-mail the CYO office. 

 
11. You are reminded that the CYO Team Prayer recited at the beginning of each CYO 

contest will begin and end with the Sign of the Cross and the words “In the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit”.  Coaches are asked to help facilitate this prayer by 
bringing their teams to the volleyball 10 foot attack line and inviting their spectators to join 
in both the Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.  We will offer a “courtesy wave” instead 
of shaking hands prior to and after each contest. 

 
 Please be the coach who expects all the spectators associated with your team to actively 

participate in both the CYO Team Prayer and The Pledge of Allegiance.  Please ask them 
to do this prior to each game instead of waiting for the officials in the gym to do so. 

 
12. Lastly, all of our “CYO Ministers of Youth” are reminded that you have a huge 

responsibility to properly “minister” to the youth entrusted in your care.  Focus on what 
you can do to make this a positive experience for all of the youth on your team.  Please 
don’t lose sight of this because you are spending too much time focusing on outside 
distractions (other coaches, referees, parents, …) over which you do not have control.  
Please minister to the youth on your team, don’t stop at simply coaching them. 

 
Best of luck to both you and your team this season.  We hope that you and the players on your 
team have a great season. 
 
“Keep going.  You never know who you are inspiring”. 
 
Sincerely, 
Catholic Youth Organization 
 
Julie Dubielak   Jack Jordan   Kathy Rakay 
Director of CYO Athletics  Asst. Director of CYO CYO Administrative Assistant 
 
CYO Basketball Staff 
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