For Kittens Under Six Weeks Old: Wait for the mother cat to return

You want to help, and your first impulse may be to swoop up the tiny kittens and bring them straight to a
shelter. However, a mother cat will periodically leave her nest to hunt for food.
If you see young kittens without their mother, it is likely she will return. The mother should return to the nest within a
few hours- if you watch quietly from a distance (at least 35 feet).
Tips
•

Sprinkle flour or baby powder around the nest to see the paw prints of a mother cat who may be coming and
going from her kittens. Check it throughout the day.

•

Don’t put food by the kittens: Do NOT place food near the kittens to lure mom. Mom almost always purposely
hides her litter away from food sources as she knows that food will attract other cats and even bigger predators!

•

If the kittens appear healthy and comfortable, you can safely wait 4-6 hours for a mom to return if the kittens
are six weeks and under.

Assess the kittens’ apparent health
While you are observing from a safe distance, pay attention to the kittens’ appearance and their surroundings. If the
kittens appear healthy, and in a relatively safe location, they can survive without mom longer than if they are sickly, and
in the middle of a muddy yard.
•

Does their fur look healthy, full and fluffy? OR Are they dirty? Sickly? Eyes crusty?

•

Are they sleeping quietly? In a heap? OR Are they crying? Squalling?

•

Are they dry? OR Are they wet/soaked?

Assess the environment
Are the kittens in IMMEDIATE danger from:
•

Heavy rain? Standing water/flooding?

•

Wild animals? Dogs?

•

Traffic – pedestrian foot traffic? Bicycles or cars?

If the kittens appear healthy, but are not in a safe location, try placing them in a box or similar shelter in a safe spot as
close to where you found them as possible, and continue to observe for mom.
Know that healthy kittens can survive several hours without food as long as they are warm. Neonatal kittens are much
more at risk of hypothermia than they are of starvation. During typical ‘kitten season’ (during the late spring and
summer months), waiting a longer time to see if mom will come back is usually very safe.

