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This simply stellar photo of a bluebird was taken by 

Ruby Mace. It is time for this little bird to make its 

way south to warmer temperatures, she says. 

Being in nature has been shown to reduce our cortisol 

levels, and lowers our heart rate and blood pressure.

Don’t take nature for granted. Share your beautiful 

nature photos with The Review community.

Send high-resolution photos to: editor@thereview.ca

Photo
OF THE WEEK

To THE EDITOR,

A recent letter regarding the car-

bon tax repeated several misleading 

claims along with surprisingly good 

information. It reminded me of a 

presentation by a member of Adult 

Children of Alcoholics to a class at 

seminary. Alcoholics Anonymous at 

that time refused to have anything to 

do with ACA.  Their members resist-

ed acknowledging they had caused 

enduring harm to their children. To-

day, millions of people refuse to ac-

knowledge their actions are causing 

harm through contributing to factors 

accelerating climate change. Climate 

scientists integrated the three nat-

ural astronomical cycles that affect 

climate on earth with knowledge and 

data (actual measured information) to 

identify several factors impacting the 

current changing climate.  Only one 

of those factors can be influenced by 

changes in human behaviour: the pro-

duction of greenhouse gases.  Please 

note that I wrote “influenced” and “ac-

celerating”.  We do not control any of 

the factors.
In addition to helping accelerate 

the warming of the planet, the burn-

ing of fossil fuels increases air pollu-

tion where they are burned, including 

methane and gasoline, and contrib-

utes to soil, water, and air pollution 

where they are extracted, processed, 

and refined.  The carbon tax, while 

promoted by the Liberal government 

as for the good of the climate, can 

also be considered a tax protecting 

our health.  It can encourage people 

to reduce their use of fossil fuels.  Our 

choices include driving less, such as 

by using public transit if available; 

driving more responsibly, such as by 

idling less or driving conservatively; 

using more fuel-efficient vehicles; and 

switching to electric vehicles.  We can 

improve the insulation in our homes, 

turn down the heat, and choose to 

purchase smaller homes.

Wealthier people pay consider-

ably more carbon tax than the rest of 

us and do not get the Climate Action 

rebates that many or most people re-

ceive in their bank accounts ($200 

last month). The wealthy are among 

the resisters to the tax and fund some 

of the misinformation along with oil 

Thoughts on the 

carbon tax

companies who also oppose the tax.

Many supporters of the tax are 

unrealistic in what can result from 

the use of the tax.  I support slow-

ing down the acceleration of climate 

change so we can have more time to 

adapt.  I want my children and grand-

children to have the best situation 

possible to live their lives and that re-

quires reducing burning fossil fuels.  I 

also want people most vulnerable to 

our changing climate to have as much 

time as possible to mitigate and adapt.  

I believe we, as users of fossil fuels, 

have a moral duty to help pay for the 

adaptations and mitigations needed.  

We burn more fossil fuels per person 

than almost any other nation on the 

earth and are among the wealthiest.

SINCERELY,

JIM KENNEY

EAST HAWKESBURY 

TO THE EDITOR,

The 2023 VKH Christmas parade 

joins a long list of historical VKH 

Christmas parades.

We were privileged that this years 

event lined up on our street.

As different floats and groups ar-

rived they took their spots in the line. 

Christmas music were being played as 

they lined up.

Many young people were part of 

the parade and they waited patiently 

for the signal to start moving along 

the assigned routes.

Seeing these floats at a standstill 

gave us the opportunity to witness the 

efforts and creativity that individuals 

teamed up and used to create memo-

rable floats and happenings.

As a sidebar, the group of individ-

uals lined up on foot on the street and 

never (very few exceptions) poured 

out on our properties. For this I must 

congratulate all for the discipline they 

demonstrated in keeping everything 

lined up during the wait time. Once it 

started rolling it just kept going by till 

Santa’s float and the fire fighters came 

by closing the event. Impressive.

RICHARD CHAREST, 

VANKLEEK HILL

Praise for 

Christmas Parade
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Together through 

participation in this year’s 

magazine we will spend 

time locally, and include 
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destinations in their 

summer plans.
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