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Pack these items in your  
truck and trailer in case the 
unimaginable happens and 
you find yourself and your 
horses in a traffic accident
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Gather and pack these documents, records, and 
other essentials in your truck before hitting the road:

 Driver’s license, vehicle registration, and proof of insur-
ance for vehicle and trailer.

 Horses’ descriptions/markings and registration papers 
(to help identify horses if they are found after escape).

 Each horse’s current health certificate, Coggins test, 
and a record of each horse’s normal TPR (temperature, 
pulse, and respiration) rates to use as a base line. 
Know how to take your horses’ vital signs so you can 
monitor these values.

 In plain view, your veterinarian’s phone number, a 
backup vet or clinic in case he or she is unavailable, 
and an additional emergency contact.

 Horse insurance documents if insured.

 Limited power of attorney and instructions for emergency 
responders in the event that you’re incapacitated.

 Pen, paper, or tablet to take notes with.

 Extra cash and/or credit card.

 A camera or smart-
phone to document 
accident specifics, 
including injuries. You 
can also take photos 
of other drivers’ 
documents to save 
time.

 A road atlas, which 
is helpful if you’re 
out of cell range 
and need to locate 
the nearest town.
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In addition to feeding, watering, and grooming sup-
plies, these items will provide the peace of mind that 
comes with being prepared for most any emergency:

 An extra halter and lead rope for each horse in case 
one breaks in an accident. Consider marking each 
halter with your name, address, and phone number 
and the horse’s name in case one or more horses gets 
loose.

 A camera installed in the trailer so you can 
monitor horses while driving.

 Broom, shovel, manure fork, and manure 
disposal bags.

 A cell phone with charger.

 A fire extinguisher.

 A minimum of three emergency 
flares and/or triangular reflectors.

 Crowbar for prying away jammed doors, if necessary.

 Lug wrench that fits all your tires.

 Chocks to prevent your trailer from rolling.

 A shovel and sand or kitty litter for traction.
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 An ice scraper (always clear 
your windows completely before 
setting out in cold weather).

 Flashlight with (charged!)  
batteries and spares.

 Tape (electrical and duct).

 First-aid kit for yourself and 
your horses (and knowledge of 
how to use it).

 Knife to cut ropes in an emergency.

 Jumper cables.

 Portable air compressor to inflate tires.

 12-volt rechargeable power pack in case of truck bat-
tery failure.

 Spare bulbs (and fuses if 
applicable) for your trailer’s 
interior and exterior lights.

 Buckets, hose, and sponge.

 WD-40 or other lubricant.

 Insect spray to fend off any 
bees/wasps that might be 
disturbed in an accident.

 A complete kit of tools and 
safety devices for changing 
tires and making minor repairs 
and adjustments—or buy into equestrian emergency 
roadside service.
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