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The 2008 American Association of 
Equine Practitioners (AAEP) Con-
vention in San Diego, Calif., had a 

near-record crowd, despite occurring in 
early December 2008, when the economy 
was in a serious decline. There were 3,201 
paid attendees (veterinarians, students, 
and technicians), 938 guests not attend-
ing sessions, and 2,440 exhibitors. Veteri-
narians had a wide range of lectures and 
hands-on labs from which to choose, or 
they could be part of a discussion in one of 
dozens of Table Topics facilitated by AAEP 
members from around the world.

Equine welfare was front and center, 
with the AAEP and Intervet/Schering-
Plough announcing the Unwanted Horse 
Veterinary Relief Campaign (UHVRC), a 
nonprofit program that will provide free 
equine vaccines to qualified equine rescue 
and retirement facilities across the United 
States.

Through the UHVRC, Intervet/Schering-
Plough Animal Health will donate equine 
vaccines to qualifying equine rescue and 
retirement facilities, providing health care 
so the organizations can rehabilitate, revi-
talize, and, ultimately, re-home America’s 
unwanted horses.

Equine rescue and retirement facilities 
will be selected to receive complimentary 
equine vaccines based on the completed 
application, compliance with the AAEP 
Care Guidelines for Equine Rescue and Re-
tirement Facilities, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
status, their need, the potential impact on 
horses’ lives, and the professional manner 
in which the facility is managed. 

AAEP-member veterinarians and equine 
rescue and retirement facilities will work 
together to submit applications, facili-
ties checklists, and equine vaccine order 
forms. Only facilities that follow the AAEP 
Care Guidelines for Equine Rescue and Re-
tirement Facilities and have a not-for-profit 
501(c)(3) tax-exempt status will qualify for 
the program. Equine rescue and retire-
ment facilities or veterinarians can down-
load an application form and the AAEP 

Care Guidelines and learn more about the 
program at www.UHVRC.org.

Three of Intervet/Schering-Plough Ani-
mal Health’s equine vaccines are available 
through the UHVRC program: PreveNile 
West Nile virus vaccine, EquiRab rabies 
vaccine, and Prestige V (KY93, KY02, and 
NM2/93 flu strains, EHV-1, EHV-4, EEE, 
WEE, and tetanus).

“The horses and rescues need help,” said 
outgoing AAEP President Eleanor Green, 
DVM, Dipl. ACVIM. “Through the Un-
wanted Horse Veterinary Relief Campaign, 
veterinarians now have the opportunity to 
make a difference by working with equine 
rescue and retirement facilities to receive 
complimentary vaccinations for the un-
wanted horses in their care. This program 
exemplifies the AAEP’s ongoing commit-
ment to issues that surround the care of 
unwanted horses in the United States.” 

In December 2008 Intervet/Schering-
Plough Animal Health began putting a 
portion of all of its equine vaccine sales 
toward supporting the program in the fu-
ture. The UHVRC began accepting quali-
fied applicants Jan. 1. 

Installation of new officers and 
board members

The 2009 AAEP Executive Committee 
and new members of the board of direc-
tors took office during the convention. The 
members of the Executive Committee are: 
President Harry W. Werner, VMD, a pri-
vate practitioner in North Granby, Conn.; 
President-Elect Nat White II, DVM, MS, 
Dipl. ACVS, Jean Ellen Shehan Professor 
and director of the Marion duPont Scott 
Equine Medical Center at the Virginia-
Maryland Regional College of Veterinary 
Medicine; Vice President William Moyer, 
DVM, professor of sports medicine and 
head of the Department of Large Animal 
Clinical Sciences at the Texas A&M College 
of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences and the associate director of the 
Center for Equine Business Studies at the 
university; Immediate Past President (and 
first woman president of AAEP) Eleanor 
M. Green, DVM, Dipl. ACVIM, ABVP, for-
merly of the University of Florida and who 
is taking over the position of dean of the 
Texas A&M veterinary school; and Trea-
surer Jeffrey T. Berk, VMD, of Ocala, Fla. 

highlights and Awards

The 2009 AAEP Executive Committee (left to right): Dr. Bill Moyer, vice president; Dr. Jeffrey Berk, 
treasurer; Dr. Harry Werner, president; Dr. Eleanor Green, immediate past president; and Dr. Nat 
White, president-elect.
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New members of the board of directors 
are: Peter C. Bousum, VMD, of Ringoes, 
N.J.; B.A. Rucker, DVM, of Lebanon, Va.; 
Scott A. Hay, DVM, of Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla.; Debra C. Sellon, DVM, of Pullman, 
Wash.; Carol K. Clark, DVM, of Belleview, 
Fla.; and International Director Desmond 
P. Leadon, MVB, FRCVS, of Naas, County 
Kildare, Ireland.

Annual Awards
Several awards were presented during 

the President’s Luncheon. Distinguished 
Educator awards went to Timothy R. 
O’Brien, DVM, MS, PhD, and the late John 
V. Steiner, DVM, Dipl. ACT. The Distin-
guished Life Member award was present-
ed to Larry R. Bramlage, DVM, MS, Dipl. 
ACVS. A Distinguished Service award went 
to Susan L. White, DVM, Dipl. ACVIM. The 
new President’s Award was bestowed on 
Midge Leitch, VMD, Dipl. ACVS.

Philanthropists John K. and Marianne 
Castle were named the 2008 recipients of 
the George Stubbs Award, an honor that 
recognizes contributions made to equine 
veterinary medicine by individuals other 
than veterinarians. 

The Castles are a major sponsor of the 
semi-annual International Equine Confer-
ence on Laminitis and Diseases of the Foot, 
which is directed by James Orsini, DVM, 
Dipl. ACVS. The conference was conceived 
out of the love the Castles had for their 
horse Spot and their vision to “conquer 
laminitis.” When Spot developed laminitis, 
they worked with respected AAEP mem-
bers at the University of Pennsylvania’s 
New Bolton Center to test innovative treat-
ment techniques while maintaining Spot’s 
quality of life. Their total dedication to the 
quality of life of their horse inspired the 
treatment team at the New Bolton Center 
to achieve new levels of care. 

In addition to their sponsorship of the 
laminitis conference, the Castles made a 
gift of $1 million in 2007 to support the 
Penn Vet Laminitis Institute and cutting-
edge research at the unversity. 

Each year the Lavin Cup, named for for-
mer AAEP President A. Gary Lavin, VMD, 
is awarded to a nonveterinary individual 
or organization that has exemplified out-
standing care and compassion for horses 
and upheld AAEP horse welfare guidelines. 
Hanover Shoe Farms, the most prolific 
Standardbred breeding farm in the world, 
was honored with the 2008 Lavin Cup.

Hanover Shoe Farms, located in Ha-
nover, Penn., and owned by the partner-
ship of Jim Simpson, Russell Williams, 
and the Paul Spears family, sets an exam-
ple for treatment of retired horses in an ef-
fort to reduce the population of unwanted 
horses. The operation adheres to a policy 
of retiring broodmares over the age of 15 
deemed no longer fit for the breeding pro-
gram. More than 100 are currently retired 
on the farm. 

An estimated 1,000 retired broodmares 
have lived out their natural lives at Ha-
nover Shoe Farms, as well as some retired 
stallions, racehorses, and grade horses 
used as lead ponies. Every retired horse 
receives the same level of routine health 
care, nutrition, and hoof treatment afford-
ed to horses worth hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. Nominators praised Hanover 
Shoe Farms for acting “ahead of the curve” 
in retired horse welfare by exercising com-
passion and generosity to its horses. 

“At Hanover, we like to say, ‘We set a 
standard for excellence,’ ” said Simpson, 
Hanover Shoe Farms president. “In our 

view, no animal is unworthy of our high 
standard of care. These horses are here in 
our service; it is our responsibility to care 
for them for all of their lives, even when 
they are no longer commercially produc-
tive. We are delighted the AAEP has recog-
nized our commitment to the horses under 
our care.”

Hanover Shoe Farms was established 
in 1926 as a Standardbred breeding op-
eration, boasting the production of eight 
Horses of the Year. It is the perennial lead-
ing breeder in North America. The opera-
tion has grown from a single barn to a con-
glomerate of 27 farms comprised of 3,000 
acres in two states, it has 100 employees, 
and it houses about 1,200 horses at the 
peak of the season. 

scientific Program
Following are brief synopses of presen-

tations from the AAEP Convention, all of 
which have been reviewed by the present-
ers. Not all topics presented over the five 
days of the convention are able to be cov-
ered within these pages. h
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