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ing books was only metaphoric, those whg read the letter apg Wished to interpre;
purni e literally could have done so. Despite thjg fierce Polemic, Bornstein wag not
it mo; widely as a public leader. His T€putation stood o his vast scholarship and lega]
zj:;:;rif}’- His book, Eglei Tal, devoted to the thirty-nine labors Prohibited op he Sab-

h, was printed in his lifetime, and two years after his death $€ven volumes of hig
e, nsa were published under the title Avnei Nezer.
respo

ince Bornstein preferred his study to his court,
n - _
o ed his father’s affairs and led the court in
a ) )
man geventually succeeding his father as rebbe.
time,

Bornstein:

his only Son, Shmuel (1855- 926),
Sokhachey during his father’s life-
Trunk had thijg to say about Shmuye]

E

Rabbi Shmuel ... was tall and broad of build, with 5 lar,
‘ 4 ;
¢ nce was nothing like that of a young scholar. His Gen
anced his frame of mind. He was the most calm and re]
e . .
. rather than expressed in rest]essx?ess was revealed. in
iy There was quite a bit of the Slavic tyrant about him
L

ge fleshy Slavic noge. His appear-
tile physique seems to have influ-
axed person. The Kotzk sharpness
his serenity and self-confidence,
and he managed himself and his

By household with vigor, even though many of his sons --- Who were themselves of strong
Wz o ; : ; : st

W d stubborn demeanor, later pursued non-Jewish culture” [tarbut rg ak). They joined

an e

] the revolutionary workers’ movement, the Zionist movement, and one even became a

B,y
17

T iddi I.
Lebe B Yiddish autho
Ru kg

Trunk, who knew both Avraham and Shmuel (as well as Shmuel’s son, Moshe, who
becam’e a Yiddish author) because his uncle married one of Avraham’s granddaugh-

ters, described the austere way weddings were conducted at the court in Sokhachev
at the end of the nineteenth century:

The Sokhachev court tried as much as it could to establish in it a Kotzk-like way of lit.’e. i
In Sokhachev they also did not have much regard for the klezmer band. But, tlhere'xs 'no
choice, since a wedding can’t take place without a klezmer band. However, in this in-
stance, the klezmer band members would feel displeased. The Hasidim would push and
shove them around, and when they would just begin to play, R. Shmuel would call out:
“Done!”—in orher words, the obligation has been fulfilled—and R. Avremele v.vould
begin to discuss some matter of Torah with one of those present. The badhen [the jester
Who served a5 fmaster of ceremonics]—who was invited to all Sokhachev weddings as a
Tequisite evil—would just open his mouth and the Hasidim would immediately drown
him out wich their own racket. For R. Avremele, this kind of joking belittled the Toraf],
2 R. Shmuel would immediately declare: “Enough!” and the rhymes won:Ild remain
Stuck in the Poor badhen’s throat. Meanwhile he would be shoved out of his seat a]x:d
‘Fampled by the Hasidim who galloped up to the table to hear R. Avremele’s sermons.
Fr()m this accoun
ic Considereq
aﬂ}{thing other

tofa wedding, much can be gleaned about the ethos of Sokhachev,

i r gaie
'tselfa continuatjon of Kotzk and thus showed contempt for gaiety
than learning,

or

i
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JANUARY 1943

Tuesday, January 5, 1943
Orphaned Sefarim

Like hungry and exhausted travelers braving the snow and
freezing cold, we creep past abandoned apartment blocks and
courtyards searching for sefarim from a lost civilization to trans-
fer to the Judenrat archives. We enter the second story of 28
Muranowska Street where we have been told there are many se-
farim. Indeed, large bookeases are filled to overflowing with sa-
cred literature. I open a Gernara at random and read “Shaiyach
Rabi Yosef Albinger — Belonging to R. Yosef Albinger.” The next
sefer has the same inscription, and I recall this is where Kehillah
committee member Albinger lived. ‘

In fact during the War, the Sochatchover Rebbe, R. Dovid
Bornstein, zt”l, secretly stayed here, too. His grandson Nosson
Bahariah, a talented young man, managed to conceal him
throughout the terror, and the Rebbe merited to survive the most
difficult stages of the deportations. The Rebbe died from natural
causes and received a proper Jewish burial (in the Ghetto this
was known as a “luxury death™). I actually took part in the So-
chatchover Rebbe’s levaya, but only a small crowd was present.
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316 THE WARSAW GHETTO DIARIES

sauctuary of Eretz Yisrael, from bitter darkness to scintillating
light. It became the central topic of conversation in the eve-
nings; everybody desperately wanted to believe. Their innate
optimism dispelled all thought of danger.

The Judenrat prepared forms to be completed by potential
emigrants detailing the degree of kinship and the land registry
particulars of real estate they owned in Eretz Yisrael. Thou-
sands of Jews lined up at their offices at 26-28 Grzybowska
Street, the line stretching all the way back to Ciepla Street.
Those desperate enough employed personal recommendations
or money to avoid the long lines. Many wanted to know how
close a kinship was needed: A cousin? An uncle? A step
brother? A brother-in-law? The Judenrat’s Legal Sub-
Committee dealing with the registration judged all queries leni-
ently. They were broad-minded — any relation was sufficient to
be registered. The paper mountain grew: forms upon filled
forms and long lists of those hoping to emigrate to Palestine.

Officially, according to the German instructions, everyone
had to turn up personally to register. Yet there remained in the
Ghetto a number of Chasidic Rebbes and prominent rabbanim
who were too apprehensive to appear outside in the street.
With their distinctive Chasidic attire, they were an obvious tar-
get and in greater danger from the Nazis than anyone else. Af-
ter a personal request from the Sochatchover Rebbe, R. Dovid
Bornstein, I undertook to overcome their predicament. Accom-

panied by two of the Judenrat officials in charge of the register,
Asher Frankel and Mrs. Movshovitz, we visited all the promi-
nent rabbinical personages at home.

I remember when we met the Stoliner Rebbe, R. Perlow (at
7-9 Muranowska Street), how grateful he was; he just could not
imagine how else he would have registered. We also visited the

®
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50 PARTI - LEADERS AND FOLLOWERS

€siNee FagBsSTEWN
definitely meant extermination.*? Hillel Seidman, an Agudath Israel activist
and a member of the archive, wrote about this event in his memoirs:

I had a visitor today. A “guest” enters my office—torn and bedraggled, weak
and exhausted, and there is a strange wild look in his eyes. I remember him
from some time ago: he is Yaakov Rabinowitz, the Parczewer Rebbe’s son. ...
about twenty-five years old ... hadn' I heard that he had been deported? ...

where had he been until now?

He looks at me strangely for a long time without answering. Suddenly he
blurts out, “From there....” ... T ask him ... “From Treblinka?”
“Yes!”

Seidman describes their extreme caution during the conversation and the
derails of his visitor's account—the way the Jews were stuffed into railroad
cars, the terrible thirst, the crowding and the children's crying, their arrival at
Treblinka, the order to undress.®

As mentioned above, one of the fugitives from Treblinka reached Rabbi
Meisel's home in Warsaw, and his testimony was written down by Yitzhak
Katznelson.

Other reports arrived from Lublin. It was probably in the home of the
Sochaczewer Rebhf_: (mentioned above) in the Warsaw ghetto that two
important refugees from Lublin—Rabbi Yosef Koenigsberg, one of the
directors of the Chachmei Lublin yeshiva, and Dr. Plonsker—delivered their
testimony describing the deportation from Lublin and the Majdanek death
camp.®* One of the escapees from Treblinka also went to the Sochaczewer
Rebbe’s home, after which leading rabbis from Warsaw and refugee rabbis,
including Rabbi Menachem Ziemba, Rabbi Simcha Treistman, Rabbi Yehuda
Leib Orlean, and Rabbi Yitzhak Hirsch Eidelberg, met in Rabbi Shimshon
Stockhammer’s home on Muranowska Street to hear the news. Although not

82 In the wake of his report, the Bund sent Zalman Friedrich as an emissary to the Treblinka region;
Friedrich verified Ringelblum’s account. Ringelblum’s repore was printed in the Bund's undcrground

newspaper. See Ringelblum, Notes, 320-321. This information, disseminared in the ghetto, may
have altered attitudes toward the transports among some of the

Following the publication of the information,
ghetto workshops became quite heavy,

Jews, especially the religious ones-
pressure to register for employment in the Warsaw
in the hope that the workers would survive.

83 Seidman, Warsaw Ghetto Diaries, 100-107. The escapee’s brother, Rabbi Baruch Rabinowicz,

Rebbe of Munkics, described the impact of the information thar his brother had brought from
Treblinka. See Rabinowicz, Bingt Nevonim, 8.

84 Feingold, Be-
on this incident.

Gei Tialmavet, 1:181-182, 2:259. 1 could not find any additional information

@
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everyone present believed the fugitives,* some did and urged people to hide
the children. At the start of the big Aktion in Warsaw, for example, when the
ghetto was enveloped by uncertainty, Rabbi Kalonymos Kalmish Shapira of
Piaseczno told his followers to get their daughters out of the ghetto because
the transports meant death.*® The Rebbe of Pilce gave similar instructions in
the Czestochowa ghetto.¥

The documentation that we are discussing has to do with Polish rabbis in
early 1942, when the Final Solution was first being implemented in Poland.
We have to at least mention that information was also conveyed by Slovakian
rabbis, especially Rabbi Michael Dov Weissmandl of the Working Group,
who systematically collected reports and testimony, informed Slovakian and
Hungarian Jewry and the free world of the murders, the death trains, and the
camps, and publicized the testimony of escapees from Auschwitz in what is
known as the “Auschwitz Protocols.”®

¥ Ihid., 2:326, 418,
8 See, for example, the testimony of Aviva Karwasser Sedan. On the third day of the
deportations, her father returned from evening prayers looking downcast. The Rebbe had
advised him to get his daughters out of the ghetto. The girls father rold them how to behave;
“All your lives you irls have been faithful to the Torah and its precepts. From this moment on,
you are exempt. In the name of Heaven you are commanded to do just one thing: save your

lives” (Karwasser Sedan, Libyot al Kav ba-Kets, 33).
8 See above and n. 60.
8 Weissmandl, Min ha-Metsar, 229-252; Fuchs, Unbeeded Cry, 136-138; Kulka, “Hamesh

Berihot™; Encyclopedin of the Holocaust, s.v. “Auschwitz Protocols”; Rothkirchen, “Kishrei ha-
Mahterer.” The following is a brief summary of Rabbi Weissmandl’s efforts to communicate

the information: Beginning with the first deportations from Slovakia in the winter of 1942, he
tried to obtain information about the deportees and continued gathering information about
Polish Jewry. After the surprise occupation of Hungary on March 19, 1944, he was the first to
send letters to the Jews of Budapest (in addition to the official lecters that he sent to them via
Wisliceny about a new version of the Europa Plan to save Hungarian Jewry), informing them
that the Jews were being murdered and thar they were in danger. When the transports of Jews
from Carpatho-Rus and provincial Hungarian towns to Auschwitz began, Rabbi Weissmand]
sent hundeeds of leaflets, which he had duplicated in the Nitra yeshiva, sounding the alarm:
“They should hide, rebel, and flee, but should nor enter the ghetto, because from there they will
be sent forextermination.” Few of these leaflets reached their destination (Rothkirchen, “Kishrei
ha-Mahteret”), Rabbi Weissmandl established network of “pipelines under the ground of
hell” that ransmitted the first information to the world about the mass murder in Poland and
the true destination of the deportations. The alarm heard worldwide in April 1944 was based
on the testimony of Walter Rosenberg (Rudolf Vrba) and Alfred Werzler, who had escaped
from Auschwitz in order to tell the world the truth about the place. They reached Slovakia and
met with the Working Group, in which Rabbi Weissmand! was the animating spirit. There
they delivered their testimony, known as the “Auschwitz Protocols.” Rabbi Weissmand] sent
the protocols o the free world, along with a request that the Allies bomb the crematoria in

®
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welfare of the deportees'® und ¢ iged 10 relief acuvities. He, too, was under
Hendels protection in Schulzs worlshop. In carly 1943, he was sent to a labor
camp in Bedzin, where he perished. His wrirings, discovered after the war,
were published in the book Sacred Fire; they constitute some of the last hasidic
thinking from Poland preserved in writing and are moving testimony of how
the hasidic leadership coped with daily life during the Holocaust.™

The Rebbe of Ostrowiec, Rabbi Yechezkel Halstock, was in the Ostrowiec
ghetto, where he kept his beard despite the danger. His home was a center
for hasidim. On Shabbat he would conduct a clandestine #sh and speak on
Torah topics. Because those around him feared for his life, he moved to the
Sandomierz ghetto. The Jews there, who considered him a righteous man anda
saint, protected him so that he could spend his time in Torah study and prayer.
The Rebbe turned down an opporrunity to hide under the bishop’s protection,
insisting that he could not abandon his community to save himself.'®> When
the Gestapo demanded that the Judenrat hand him over or they would take
revenge on the Jews of the ghetto, he came out of hiding so as not to endanger
the lives of thirty thousand Jews. “It is better that I be the community’s sacrifice
than the other way around,” he said.'®

Rabbi David Bornstein of Sochaczew had inherited the position of rebbe
in 1926. His court was based in LédZ, where he founded a yeshiva. The Rebbe
was known for his love for Eretz Israel, which he visited four times. At the
Agudath Israel conference in Poland in 1934, he gave an impassioned speech
in favor of settling Eretz Istael “because from Eretz Israel will come the revival
of Israel, to last until the Messianic era.” When £.6dZ was occupied, he was
severely abused. He was then moved to Warsaw, where his home became a
center for Torah scholars in the ghetto, as described by Hillel Seidman in a
letter to Eliyahu Mazor, one of the leaders of the Warsaw Jewish community

who had left Poland at the start of the war:

His house was full from end to end every time. Many people, including

rabbis and activists, came to ask advice and hear encouragement. He was

%0 A copy is in the Ringelblum Archive, Yad Vashem, M10 AR2/281.

161 On the Piaseczner rebbe, see chap. 11, “The Teachings of the Piaseczner Rebbe in the
Vﬁ(/arsaw Ghetto.”

| 3 .

2 Eliezer Langer, testimony, in Yasheev, 4p%, 231. The witness, 2 native of Apta (Opatéw), had
also found temporary shelter in the Sandomierz ghetto together with his family, and his facher
\lf\é:s the one who conducted the negotiations with the bishop.

Aharon Frankenthal, testimony, in Pamon, “Ha-Admor Rabbi Yehezkel,” 114. Sec also
Frankenthal, “Ha-Tsaddik mi-Ostrovtse,” 8-9; Lewin, Eleh Ezkerah, vol. 4 et passim.

\
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busy day and night with Torah and service {of God] an:

11
encouragement. The groups of Torah students in the ; ; g;e hoi:
hasidim, Rabbi Aveehmele Weinberg and Rabbi Aryeh Fr..... cieglowy,
were under his spiritual influence.... Thus a few hundrel .+ the
Shem Mi-Shmuel yeshivas studied Torah. There were twu v, w55 in the
Nalewki region and one in the Grzybéw region (probabi; -+ Avraham

yeshivas, named for the author of Avnei Nezer),'"!

Another witness described it as follows: “Many Torals s.. s who had no
yet been transported from the city then came to his house, along with ording
people, Jews seeking a word of encouragement and solace.™ He was told what
was happening in various places, and news of the mass murders was passed on
in meetings held at his house.' He was one of the first leaders in Warsaw 1o
warn of the impending transports. Even when the ghetto inhabitants were
starving, his table was a place for discussions of Torah and faith,”” On the last
Sukkot of his life in 1942, he was visited by many Jews, including refugees
who had arrived in the ghetto,

[ was invited to the Rebbe’s #h and 1 partook of the meal. That Sukkot 1
became a different person. In those moments the stresses of the times were
sheared from my mind. I moved into a different world, cleansed of physicality.
The melodies to which he sang the verses of the Book of Ecclesiastes,
emphasizing every word and translating it into Yiddish, still ring in my ears.
During the holiday he voiced his Torah teachings and his hasidic statements,
as if immersed solely in heavenly matters.'®

After the big Aktion he was moved to an apartment to hide. He passed away in
the ghetto in November 1942, His funeral drew a large crowd, including the
rebbes who still survived in the ghetto.'®

Attempts were also made to save the Rebbe of Radzyf, Rabbi Shmutj
Shiomo Leiner, In April 1940, Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzinski in Vilna cabli) |
the Vaad Hatzala and the heads of Mizrachi, saying, “Word received tha Rab !
Shlomo Leiner is in grave danger. His urgent rescue requires 2 sizeable sum.

' Letter in the possession of Rabbi Menachem Reuven Bornstein, the Rebbe of Sochace®
Jesusalem.

' Maroko, Sha'agat Méuneh, 129,

'66 See chap. 1, “To the Rabbi's House,” pp- 31, 50.

%7 Aronson, Alei Merorot, 259.

% Maroko, Shaagar Meuneh, 129-134,

« . H 0
" bid.. 68~70; Pinkas Sachashen, 636-638; Zilberberg, Malchut Beis David, 3
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