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[25] He used to say: A five-year-old begins Scripture; a ten-year-old begins

Mishnah; a thirteen-year-old becomes obliged to observe the
commandments; a fifteen-year-old begins the study of Gemara; an eighteen-
year-old goes to the marriage canopy; a twenty-year-old begins pursuit [of a
livelihood); a thirty-year-old attains full strength; a forty-year-old attains
understanding; a fifty-year-old can offer counsel; a sixty year-old attains
seniority; a seventy-year-old attains a ripe old age; an eighty-year-old shows
strength; a ninety-year-old becomes stooped over; a hundred-year-old is as if
he were dead, passed away and ceased from the world.
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x31 37 m¥ — Rav Huna said:  inix paam ywn 123 mmw 12
niyyb — An eight-year-old or a nine-year-old® is trained
to fast for a few hours; 1127 PRYoWR MTIWY NOK 131 WY 13 —
a ten-year-old or an eleven-year-old” completes the fast
under Rabbinic law; xnwiikn pmbwn awy ooy 2 -
a twelve-year-old completes the fast under Biblical law;®
npirna — all this applies in the case of a girl.™
"mx — And Rav Nachman says: p2amm 9wy 12 ywn 13
niyyy Nk — A nine-year-old or a ten-year-old is trained
to fast for a few hours; iy DY 12 MIWY noOX 2
P21 peYwn — an eleven-year-old or a twelve-year-

old completes the fast under Rabbinic law;

vy whY 12

RMIKT Pown — a thirteen-year-old completes the fast
under Biblical law; pirna — this applies in the case of

boys.
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25 And it came to pass on the third day, when they were in pain, that two of Jacob'’s sons,
Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brothers, each took his sword and they came upon the cz.tyv
confidently, and killed every male. 25 And Hamor and Shechem his son they killed at the point
of sword. Then they took Dinah from Shechem’s house and left.

Hxtr 13275K 927 MR MEnOK M 31
TR Synb DIRD NKbn-oan My 3 IERI
WK BOKLE- NN 110 XTI WHIT TRYRI T -
101 Moy P S K2 MWK NK 2 WY
| DRy w7 DK WK TRUDK) A7 DK WR2 -
(@ rpomeers [Si6] o2 9, 7390 Y52 M 2y DYy YK
3 WY MDY MY 127ED WK
TR NK W) T A7 127 RN DRI
i A7 2 1wy K 7

s HASHEl\:i spoke to Moses, saying, © “Speak to the Children of Israel: Awho
commits any of man’s sins, by committing treachery toward HASHEM, and that person shall
becomne guilty — 7 they shall confess their sin that they committed; he shall make restitution for
his guilt in its principal amount and add its fifth to it, and give it to the one to whom he is
indebted. 8 If the man has no kinsman to whom the debt can be returned, the returned debt is
for HasHEM, for the Kohen, aside from the ram of atonement with which he shall provide him
atonement. ® And every portion from any of the holies that the Children of Israel bring to the
Kohen shall be his. ° A man's holies shall be his, and what a man gives to the Kohen shall be

his.”
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X0 mpm 171 — A Baraisa was taught in the academy of
Chizkiyah: ‘-wx =171, — Scripture states: IFA MAN WILLACT
INTENTIONALLY [yazid] against his fellow to kill him,® when it
could have stated: “If a man will act wickedly.” Since Scripture
chose the word yazid, we may derive that ymmmmuix —A
MAN’S body “COOKS” [meizid] sperm (i.e. it causes the sperm to
mature) AND then IMPREGNATES with it,19  yanay 11 19 1K)
— BUT A MINOR'S body DOES NOT COOK [meizid] the sperm AND
then IMPREGNATE with it; rather, it ejaculates immature sperm.
For this reason, a minor is incapable of fathering a child.
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Our Rabbis taught: These? are the rulings of Rabbi. R. Simeon
b. Eleazar stated, The age limits that were assigned to the girl
apply to the boy while those assigned to the boy apply to the girl.8
R. Hisda stated: What is Rabbi's reason? Because It is written
in Scriprure, And the Lord God built® the rib* which teaches that
the Holy One, blessed be He, endowed the woman with more
understanding** than the man. And the other?':—He requires
that text? for the same deduction as the one made by Resh Lakish,
for Resh Lakish citing R. Simeon b. Menasya stated, And the
Lord God built the rib which he took from the man into a woman, and he

- brought her unto the man,* teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, «
plaited Eve's hair and then brought her to Adam, for in the sea-
towns they describe net-work as binyatha.* But what is R. Simeon
b. Eleazar's reason?—R. Samuel son of R. Isaac replied: As a
boy frequents the house of his teacher his subtlety’ develops
earlier.+

@ THE MW HAGIM

While the concept of bar mitzvah itself is already mentioned
in the Talmud, the custom of celebrating it with any kind of
festivity is relatively recent. The earliest reference to any celebra-
tion is by a fifteenth century authority who declares that it is as in-
cumbent upon the father to make a festive meal on the day his son
becomes bar mitzvah as it is on the day of his wedding.’

@ (810>

The contemporary custom of celebrating the bar mitzvah
with lavish and ostentatious parties has no basis in Jewish tradi-
tion and it is in fact contrary to the spirit if not the letter of Jewish
law and morality.
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After the boy is called up to the Torah and recites the ap-
propriate benedictions, the father pronounces a peculiar blessing:
Barukh she-petarani me-onsho shel zeh—*Blessed is He Who has
now freed me from the liability of this one.” This is based on the
Midrash (Bereshit Rabbah 63, 10): Rabbi Eleazar said: A father is
obligated to occupy himself with the upbringing of his son till he
becomes thirteen; thereafter he should say “Blessed is He Who has
freed me from the liability of thisone.” The underlying meaning is-
that the father is responsible for the misdeeds of his minor son
since they are the result of a lack of proper upbringing by the
father. On this day, as the son reaches manhood, the father is
relieved of further responsibility for him.?

. EFLUN

1. Kadesh (Exodus 13:1-10), containing our obligation to
remember the Exodus.

2. VeHayah Ki YeViaCha (Ibid 13:11-16), speaking of our
obligation to transmit this tradition to our children.

3. The Sh'ma (Deut. 6:4-9), speaking of G-d’s unity and our
mutual bond of love.

4. VeHaya Im Sh'moa (Ibid. 11:13-21), declaring man’s
responsibility toward G-d.
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«5 G-d’s Tefillin

Rabbi Avin bar Rav Ada said in the name of Rabbi Yitzchok,
“Where do we find that G-d wears Tefillin?"

It is written (Isa. 62:8), “G-d has sworn by His right hand, and
by the arm of His strength.”

“His right hand" is the Torah, as it is written (Deut. 33:2), from
His right hand came a fiery law for them.”

“The arm of His strength” is Tefillin, as it is written (Psalm
29:11), “G-d gives strength to His people. "

But where do we find that the Tefillin are Israel’s strength?

It is written (Deut. 28:10), “And the people of the earth shall
see that G-d's Name is called upon you, and they shall (see your
strength) and be awed by you.”

We learned that the great Rabbi Eliezer said, “This is speaking
of the Tefillin on the head.”

Rabbi Nachman bar Yitzchok asked Rabbi Chiyah bar Avin,
“And what is written in the Tefillin of the Master of the world?"

He replied that it contains the verse (I Chr. 17:21), “Who is like
Your people Israel, a nation one on earth, whom G-d went to
redeem for Himself for a people, to make Himself a name, by

great and tremendous things.”
(Talmud Berachos 6a)

(@) Tastvo L0 T |

It is written that G-d told Moses (Ex. 33:23), ‘1 will take away
My hand, and you will see My back, but My face shall not be

seen.”
Rabbi Chana bar Bizna said in the name of Rabbi Shimon

Chasida, “We learn that G-d showed Moses the knot of His head

Tefillin.”
(Ibid. 7a)
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We find a hint in Elijah’s introduction in the Tikuney Zohar,
where he says:

18}

Love is the right hand,
Power is the left,
Glory is the body,
Victory and Splendor are the two feet. ..
Wisdom is the brain,
Understanding is the heart . ..
And the Crown of all
is the Place where Tefillin rest ...
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