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Israel Should Be in Germany

Hamilton Nolan

www.Gawker.com

Israel and Palestine are warring again. Civilians are dying again. Families are losing their homes, and chaos persists. Again.
This would not be happening if Israel were located somewhere that makes more sense: in Germany.

No matter where you stand in the "Israelis vs. Palestinians" political arguments—in which both sides are hopelessly
entrenched and unmoving —it seems fair to acknowledge that there are some fundamental problems with the location of the
nation of Israel. For one thing, it was carved out of land already occupied by someone else. Whether or not you think Israel
was justified in carving itself a nation out of Palestine, you must admit that the act of doing so was bound to cause some
resentment. And, indeed, it did. It caused a lot of resentment, and anger. Emotions that still exist today. And which have
fueled a more or less constant state of war against Israel since Israel was created.

It is just not an ideal situation. Yes, of course, the Jewish people had ample reason to want their own homeland, what with the
centuries of vicious persecution and discrimination. And yes, of course, in the wake of WWII, it was perfectly natural for the
Jewish people to feel that the time was right to establish their own nation. Let's stipulate that both of these positions, at the
time of the founding of modern Israel, were reasonable:

Jewish people: We have been persecuted too long. We want our own state!
Palestinians: Okay, but don't take my stuff to get it, please!

So the establishment of Israel, regarded by many as a towering achievement of historic justice, will forever be tainted by the
fact that it was established by taking land from people who had done nothing wrong. That act laid the groundwork for the
nonstop conflict that continues to this day.

What if, when it was time to establish Israel, the land had instead been taken from people who did do something wrong? From
people who had, in fact, just got finished perpetrating one of history's greatest crimes, against the Jewish people? The Nazis!
The Holocaust! At the time Israel was being established, the Nazis had just been defeated. Germany was at the mercy of the
Allies. What if —instead of snatching land in the Middle East and setting the stage for perpetual war and hatred —the Jewish
people had just been awarded, say, half of Germany? It's not like the Germans would have had a good case against it, after
what they just did. Hell, give the Jews the best half of Germany. Give them Berlin. Give them the nice picturesque country
villages and the thick forests. It's the least that Germany could do.

An Israel established in Germany would have had several advantages to its current location. It would have been much larger.
It would have been richer in natural resources. It would have a strong moral justification for its existence in that place. And, to
top it all off, it would not be surrounded by Muslims committed to destroying it. It just makes sense. Half of Germany is
certainly worth much more, in an economic sense, than the land of modern Israel. It would have been a better prize. And it
would have set the stage not for seven decades of hatred and war, but for a nation of Israel located squarely in the midst of
Western Europe, the most stable and economically developed place on earth.

Some will say that Israel had to be located where it is now, because of the "Holy Land" and all that. Well, sorry —a mystical
and empirically unjustified belief in the "holiness" of some particular place is not a reason to march in and take it from
someone else, by force. Grow up.

It may be a bit late to move Israel to Germany now. But when you consider the prospect of another seven decades of war over
that little sliver of land, the idea does not sound so bad. Germany would still acquiesce to it, if the demand was made before
the last Nazis die out. It's really the very least that they could do.
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Yet at the sixth Zionist Congress, the melody was changed
without warning. Herzl’s keynote address, Jabotinsky informed
his readers, dropped a bombshell. The El-Arish plan had fallen
through. The British government, however, was now offering
another territory, in the well-watered, temperate highlands of
East Africa, where Jews would be allowed to enjoy home rule as
a British protectorate. Given the urgent need to provide East-
ern European Jewry with a reliable asylum, he, Herzl, favored
accepting the proposal as long as Palestine, “the land of our
forefathers,” remained the ultimate goal. As a first step, he was
asking the delegates to appoint a committee to investigate the
prospects and report back.

"The British offer—although apparently referring to an area
in northwest Kenya near Lake Victoria, it immediately became
known as the “Uganda plan”—was a sensational breakthrough
for political Zionism: a mere six years after the movement’s
founding, it was being granted an opportunity to establish
a semi-independent Jewish polity under the aegis of a major
European power. Yet it was a breakthrough with agonizing im-
plications, for Herzl’s “Palestine proviso” could hardly be taken
seriously. Unlike El-Arish, from which an expansion of Jewish
settlement into nearby Palestine was imaginable, East Africa
was thousands of miles away; the enormous investment of time,

money, and human resources needed for developing an autono-
mous Jewish region there clearly precluded a similar effort else-
where. Was it better, Jabotinsky asked in his dispatch, “to sacri-
"fice an age-old tradition [of Jewish attachment to Palestine] for
* an immediately attainable success, or to reject a noble offer so as
to carry on with the'struggle for the Holy Land?”

It was an issue of profound historical and existential dimen-
sions. Just who were the Jewish people that Zionism claimed to
represent? What was their relation to their national and reli-
gious past? How much did or should this past define them?
What role, if any, should a nation’s founding myths play in its
politics? A few days’ debate culminating in a show of hands, if
only to appoint a committee, was hardly an appropriate way to
deal with such issues. Yet a show of hands, which he expected
to win easily, was what Herzl wanted —and a bitter debate was
what he got.

A majority of the Western Europeans again supported him.
Most of them conceived of a Jewish state more as a place of
refuge for their persecuted brethren than as an expression of
Jewish national and cultural aspirations, and a well-disposed
British protectorate in Africa seemed no worse an option than
a hostile Turkish Palestine. The Eastern European vote was

" more divided—and more paradoxical. The Mizrachi voted
* with Herz]; under attack by the anti-Zionist Orthodox estab-
lishment for supporting a Jewish return to the Land of Israel
without divine sanction, it sought to demonstrate that it was
motivated solely by a desire to relieve Jewish suffering that was
untainted by messianic fantasies. Nearly all of the secular Zion-
ists of the “democratic faction,” on the other hand, were fiercely
opposed; products of the shtetl and its values éven after having
revolted against them, they could not imagine a Jewish home-
land that was not the land Jews always had longed for. What
could be the point of Jewish-owned plantations and haciendas
in a country without roots in Jewish collective memory? What

Jabotinsky

HILLEL HALKIN

1. jaﬁotinsﬁy -4 Ltfe
Ey Hillel Halkin

devotion could they inspire? By turning his back on Zion, it was
argued, Herzl had betrayed the movement that bore its name.

The vote took place on the fourth day of the congress, in
an atmosphere fraught with emotion. Two hundred ninety-five
delegates voted in favor, 176 were against, and 143 abstained.
For Herzl, it was a Pyrrhic victory. Sometimes grumbled about
but always deferred to at Zionist Congresses until now, he was
shocked by the size and intensity of the revolt against him.
Worse yet, not only had he failed to command an absolute ma-
jority of the delegates, the “nay-sayers” spontaneously walked
out of the hall as soon as the last vote was counted and ad-
journed to a nearby room, where they acted as though a disaster
had befallen them. Some wept openly. Others sat on the floor
and removed their shoes as Jews did on Tisha b’Av, the day of
mourning for the destruction of the Temple.

Despite his admiration for Herzl, who seemed to him “with-

out exaggeration, a giant,” Jabotinsky voted with the opposition
and joined the walkout—why, he later said, he wasn’t sure. He
-had, he declared in his memoirs, “no romantic love for Pales-
tine.” The only explanation he could give was the same will-
ful “because” that had made him leave school and Odessa for
Rome.

Had he re-read his last dispatch to Odesskaya Novosti, he
might have remembered things differently. There was, he wrote
there, something genuinely tragic about what he had witnessed.
“Think of what it'is like,” he told his readers, “to belong to
a tribe that must weep over its first political victory in 1,800
years!” But although he could identify with both sides, it was
the losing Easterners, he believed, “the mourners for Zion,”
who would prevail in the long run, singe they were in touch
with something in the Jewish psyche that the Westerners had
lost contact with. The Russian delegates reflected the “natu-
ral and powerful will of the people.” Even were Herzl were to
get nowhere with the Sultan for the next twenty years, they

still would say: “No matter. Maybe next time around we’ll be
luckier—and now let’s get on with the work!” Although more
of a “Westerner” in outlook himself, he felt in his heart that the
“Rasterners” were right.
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O Y77 %1581 01 %19K ~ GOD OF HEAVEN AND GOD OF THE LAND.
[This phrase is often translated as God of heaven and God of earth.'? Ramban explains that this
is not an accurate interpretation:]

bRt Y YK KRt X 912 witp - The Holy One, Blessed is He, is called “the God of the
- Land of Israel,”® »yi7 vy vswn nx wT XY 2n27d — as it is written, They did not know
the law of “the God of the Land” (I Kings 17:26), ¥ %198 Yy3 nhwr wmby by mapy 2mm
"y — and it is written, They spoke of “the God of Jerusalem” as of the gods of the peoples of
the earth (II Chronicles 32:19). DT Y3 RIHIR 7y 190 M2 vy — There is a mystical concept

2. Ramban
Bereishis 24:7

involved in this, which I shall yet write about further, God willing.1¢
[Ramban now focuses on what led him to this interpretation:]

YR w15K i3 ma XD max nan R pogs Yax — However, in the verse (v. 7) which states,
HasueM, “God of heaven,” Who took me from the house of my father and from the land of my birth ...,
it does not state, God of heaven and God of the Land, but only God of heaven,’ iR y112 1193 %2
o™iy K3 — because that verse describes God as Abraham knew Him while he was still in Haran
or in Ur-kasdim.!6

{Ramban now cites a consequence of the fact that God is more directly involved in guiding the
affairs of Eretz Yisrael:] .
by % PRy M3 et YN T¥InD YR S 1 - And so, [the Sages] said (Kesubos 110b), “One who
lives outside of Eretz Yisrael is as if he has no God, 7% xY 11 nfans nonvin i W 37 Ky
»avng onTby Ty — as it says, For they have driven me away this day from having any connection
to the heritage-land of HASHEM, saying: Go, and worship alien gods! (I Samuel 26:19).”""

3. Ramban
Vayiﬁm 18:25

[Ramban explains the unique position of the Land of Israel and of the people of Israel in this
scheme:]
o 2% DRy wns by bk XN 713 723227 0Wm — And the Glorious Name (God), may
He be blessed — “He is the God of the powers and the Lord of the lords”?® for the whole
world.”® i pyp oaxT v by 103 N 1awS g monbm R 2w My YR ys Dax
Yuim —~ However, regarding the Land of Israel — the center of habitation of the world 20 the
“heritage of Hashem,”"! which is specially designated for His Name — He did not place over it
a “captain, ruler or officer™" from among the angels,  yaRIx ¥'11 10w T MayY AnK SnyTa
— as He designated it as an inheritance to His people who affirm the Oneness of His Name, who
are the “descendants of the Patriarchs, the ones who loved Him.”"™* 15,3\': % oy MR M
"y 52 %% 93 omyn Yan —~ And this is the meaning of what [Scripture] states: you shall be
to Me the most beloved treasure of all peoples, for Mine is the entire world (Exodus '19:5)27

Y23 ook b S oox many x5 ombRY v mnx s oYY oo am; — and it is written,
so that you will be a people for Me and I will be a God for you (Jeremiah 11:4), meaning that you
will not be under the control of other powers at all, for I (God) will control you directly. mm
awh oY MYRT 113 NN NYTPD 1vRD 2w oy w1p — And so [God] sanctified the people
that dwells in His Land, ie., the “nation of Israel, with the sanctity of refraining from sexual
immorality and with the multitude of other commandments so that they would be sanctified for
His Name®® sy nang Xopn &1 43y np %2 ny onmwy aax 72% — And this is why
[Scripture] states: You shall observe all My decrees and oll My ordinances and perform them;
then the Land to which I bring you to dwell will not disgorge you (below, 20:22). B2 Ky 2mn
DN TR D3NN MY WK TINTOR T UK .. DN MG 0a% H3AK AR DTS NK WA Dox — And
it is further written there, So Isaid to you: You shall mherzt thezr land, and I will give it to you
to inherit it, a land flowing with milk and honey ~ I am HASEEM, your God, Who has separated
you from the peoples (ibid., v. 24),  Dwbx1 oW Ripdy 101 WK DRET Sy pMK Yyan B W
Y7 N 182 Inn2 oK — where [Seripture] is saying that [God] separated us from all the other
peoples, over whom He placed celestial officers and other powers, by His giving us the
Land® 1w ovmm i wadxb nh 7iam ki mmw — so that He, may He be blessed, will
Himself be our God and we will be specifically designated for His Name,2’ NNy mm
AR Rpwn Y3 KPR 12307 oWa o0l - And so the Land, which is the heritage of the Glorious
Name (God), disgorges anyone who contaminates it, nimy mham ey iy 12ty bapn kY -
and it does not tolerate those who worship idols or those who engage in sexual immorality.?”
[In the previous paragraph Ramban grouped idolatry together with sexual immorality as onerous
sins that defile the Land, although these passages primarily concern sexual immorality and do not
explicitly mention idol worship. Ramban explains his inclusion of idolatry:]
nivy et oy oy iay Yhab gni mypopt nNm fwaem - And this passage mentions Molech
(above v. 21) as an example for all kinds of idolatry,  nimwn 131 oy —~ together with the
mention of sexual immorality,  ~ 431 o1 WL Thx b2 '8 ox Saa gwn by mx obs by -
and it is regarding all [these sins] that [Scripture] here states: Do not become contaminated
through any of these; for through all of these the nations that I expel before you became
contaminated ... and the Land disgorged its inhabitants. T Dany bwaxy mawn nzies
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The Loneliness of Charismatic Man
The closeness of man and God is confined to a specific environ-
ment in spite of both divine universality and ubiquity and the
effort of man to transcend his limitedness and finitude. The en-
counter of God and man is conditioned by certain external factors.
The first appearance of God to Abraham, as recorded in the Bible,
was associated with the command of lekh lekha, “go forth from
your land” (Gen. 12:1), of emigrating from his father’s home to.
the Land of Israel. Abraham, acting under God’ orders, arrived
in Canaan. God’s promise to and agreement with Abraham were
subject to the fulfillment of the above-mentioned command.
Why God could not enter into an intimate relationship with
Abraham in Mesopotamia and had to guide him into a new land
is an old problem. Judah Halevi, in his Kuzari, explains it with the
uniqueness of the Land of Israel as an ideal land for the meeting of

God by man.! He attributes metaphysical qualities to the land and
endows it with a spiritual climate: hayyei neshamot avir artzekh
(“the air of your land is the breath of life for our souls” - Judah
Halevi, Tziyon, ha-lo tishali, Tishah Be-Av kinot). Of course, the
old myth of the temperate climate which is ideal for the develop-
ment of man was exploited by Halevi. Nahmanides, in his com-

mentary to Lev. 18:25, followed in Halevis footsteps, as did the

mystics. For them, the attribute of kedushah, holiness, ascribed
to the Land of Israel is an objective metaphysical quality inherent
in the land.

With all my respect for the Rishonim, I must disagree with
such an opinion. I do not believe that it is halakhically cogent.
Kedushah, under a halakhic aspect, is man-made; more accurately,
it is a historical category. A soil is sanctified by historical deeds
performed by a sacred people, never by any primordial superior-
ity. The halakhic term kedushat ha-aretz, the sanctity of the land,
denotes the consequence of a human act, either conquest (heroic
deeds) or the mere presence of the people in that land (intimacy
of man and nature). Kedushah is identical with man’s association
with Mother Earth. Nothing should be attributed a priori to dead
matter. Objective kedushah smacks of fetishism.

1 believe, rather, that the divine commandment to Abraham
to leave his parents’ land and go to the Land of Canaan should
be understood under a different aspect entirely. The charismatic
personality must disassociate himself from his national connec-
tions and completely free himself from the environment he was
born and reared in. The chosen person severs his affiliation with
his clan and friends; he deserts everybody in orderto give him-
self up to his new friend, God. The first prerequisite for prophecy
is loneliness. A lonely man finds the Lonely God, and this very
loneliness creates the charismatic bond between them. The char-
ismatic person must lose his country and home, he becomes a
miserable stranger and ‘straying wanderer: arami oved avi - “a

4. The fmergence cf
FEthical Man

Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik
Edited Ey Michael Berger
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5. Kaftor V'Ferach (Chpt 10)
R’ Ishtori G{ayarcﬁi

(1280-1355)

6. Tashbetz (3:200)
R’ Shimon ben Tzemah Duran

(1361-1444)
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The Concept of Singularity

The word “singular” means “being only one,” “‘exceptional,”

“extraordinary” and “separate.” The word segulah in Hebrew
similarly connotes singularity. In' Exodus (19:5), the Torah
enunciates the doctrine of the election of Israel as a cardinal
tenet of our faith.? “And you’shall be to Me segulah from all
other other peoples.” The word segulah is interpreted by Rashi
as referring to “a cherished treasure, comparable to costly vessels

7. Reffections cf the Rav v. 1

R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik
Edited 6_1/ R’ Abraham Besdin

and precious stones for which a king has a special regard.”
Segulah may also describe relationships between people. For
example, Jacob loved Rachel but he did not hate Leah, despite
the verse, “‘And the Eternal saw that Leah was unloved” (senu’ah)
(Gen. 29:31). His bond to her merely suffered by comparison
with Rachel, as in the verse, “And he [Jacob] loved Rachel more
than Leah” (ibid. v. 30). He had no reason to feel any animosity
toward her. But his relationship with Rachel was singular. Similar-
ly, Jacob loved Joseph and Benjamin, Rachel’s children, different-
ly than he loved his other sons. Judah described this succinctly:
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“his [Jacob’s] soul is bound up with the lad’s soul” (ibid.
44:30). There was a segulah dimension in these special loves.
It involved an intertwining of souls, a unmion beyond verbal
description. It was more than emotional love; it was a oneness
achieved, which is the highest rung of identification. A segulah
love is an ontological merger.

Similarly, the people of Israel are a segulah people, singularly
valued by God; this involves no denigration of other nations.
It is a specialness—a nation, one of its kind; which God has
designated to preserve and disseminate His Divine teachings. This
is singularity, ’ '

The Singular Land of Israel

A segulah pepple inhabits a segulah land. It is “a land which
the Eternal your God looks after; on which the Lord your God
always keeps His eye, from year’s beginning to year’s end” (Deut.
11:12).10 Rashi adds that, although God cares for other lands
too, His relationship with Eretz Yisrael is special. The Midrash
elaborates: “R. Shimon ben Yohai expounded the verse in Hab.
(3:6): ‘He rose and measured the land,” as meaning: God
measured (assessed) all lands but found none suitable for Israel
except Eretz Yisrael” (Lev. R. 13) 11

Jewish destiny is linked with this land; we have no other.
Only in this land, our Sages say, does the Shekhinah dwell and
only therein does prophecy flourish.?? This segulah atiribute of
the land is no more rationally explicable than the segulah of
the people. These are qualities certified by our faith, and history
has corroborated the singularity of both people and land.

Becoming Acquainted with the Bride -

The union of the people of Israel with the land of Israel is
comparable to a marriage. The crossing of the Jordan River
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involved more than geographic movement; it represented ‘a
marriage between the people and the land, a union of rocky
hills and sandy trails with a people whose future destiny is
to this day bound up with the state and welfare of the land.
Destinies were united, a joint sharing of honors and shame,
victory and defeat; for all that transpires there affects the mood
and status of Jews everywhere. In a human marriage, divorce
or death can sever the relationship. The bond between the land
and people, however, is for all time, as Maimonides ruled: its
sanctification is for all time (Hil. Bet Habehirah 6:16).13

There is a halakhah that a man may not marry or even
betroth a woman before he knows her, no matter how highly
she was recommended to him.** This we see illustrated in the
story of Isaac and Rebecca. -

Eliezer, the trusted servant of Abraham, informed Isaac of
the wondrous character of Rebecca, her manners, piety, and
wealth.’s Nevertheless, the Torah tells us that, before Isaac
married her, he allowed some time to elapse for them to become
better acquainted with each other. The Bible says: “Isaac then
brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he took Re-
becca as his wife. Isaac loved her, and thus found comfort
after his mother{’s death]” (Gen. 24:67).3¢ Rashi adds: “He
brought her into the tent and she closely resembled his mother
Sarah; she became Sarah his mother [since the construct “‘of”
in “tent of his mother” does not appear in the Biblical text].
While -Sarah ‘was living, a light burned 'in the tent from one
Sabbath eve to the. next, there was always a blessing in the
(/allah] dough, and a cloud was always hovering over the tent
[as a Divine protection], but after her death all these had
ceased. When Rebecca came, they reappeared.”

Isaac believed Eliezer's testimony but he had to learn to
value Rebecca himself. Why? Marriage is not a utilitarian
transaction, a partnership agreement, a casual relationship. It is
an existential commitment, a uniting of two lonely, incomplete

souls to share a common destiny with its joys and sorrows. It
is not an association but an integration. Such a commitment cannot
be based on transmitted data; what is involved concerns one’s
body and soul, the inner personality finding itself attuned to
another. It is a metaphysical fusion. Such a commitment, if it is to
be wholehearted, without reservations, and for all time, can only
be derived from first-hand knowledge. That explains the prohibi-
tion of marrying someone without prior acquaintance and affec-
tion. i

This, we suggest, was the reason Moses was told to send scouts
into the land—not to gather intelligence, but to have the dis-
tinguished heads of each tribe explore the land and bring
back reports of its singular character. The instructions Moses
gave them defined their mission, viz. to make the acquaintance
of the land. By entering the land, the people were being
wedded to it and, despite Divine assurances of its quality, they
had to experience it through their princes before the commit-
ment could be deeply rooted and irrevocably assumed. A com-
mitment granted through proxy information is inevitably limited
and qualified. ’
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Why Not Uganda? Why Must the State of Israel be in the Land of Israel - Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
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Why Not Uganda? Why Must the State of Israel be in the Land of Israel - Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

Rambam, because the sanctity of the Beit ha-Mikdash was com-
pletely independent of conquest. It stems from the Shekhinah,
and “Shekhinah einah betelah, the Shekhinah is never nulli-
fied.” Even when the land was under  the control of
Nebuchadnezzar, it did not matter. Nebuchadnezzar can drive
out any human being, but not the Shekhinah.

It would appear from the Rambam that the sanctity of the
Land of Israel is not the sanctity of the Shekhinah. In his view,
giluy Shekhinah is the kedushat ha-Mikdash, not the kedushat
ha-aretz; the Shekhinah sanctified the Beit ha-Mikdash, not the
entire land. When Rabbi Yehudah Halevi says in his piyut that
“Sham ha-Shekhinah shekhunah lakh,” he may be referring
only to the Beit ha-Mikdash or he may mean that Eretz Yisrael
itself is endowed with kedushat Shekhinah. I do not know. If he
means that Eretz Yisrael itself is endowed with kedushat
Shekhinah, then there is a slight contradiction or conflict
between him and the Rambam. ‘
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9. Yirmiyaﬁu 30:17

these upon you! % Nevertheless; all who devoured you shal] themselves be
_ devoured; all who oppressed you will all go into captivity; who trampled you
will bé trampled; and all who despoiled you, I shall deliver to become spoils.
17 For | will make a cure for you, and I will heal you from your wourtds —
the word of HASHEM; for they called you Discarded!’ [saying,] ‘She is Zion

— nio one cares about her!”

10. Radak
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UIRNY 1 1TAYT 19 X3 — From where in Scripture is it known
to us that we are bidden to make a remembrance of the
Temple? o 1 K —~ R’ Yochanan said: K9P MmKRT ~
For the verse states:!! 77 127% 1YY v, ~ For I*zbill_r;u;ke i, Sl e
a cure for you CITTRRY RDIN q‘_u;ﬁmgm — and from your
u:;)unds will I heal you — the word of Hashem; %47 mmrny v
:1‘, - for they [ie. the nations of the world] ca'l'led' ;od

pzscarded One,” b TR WY R0 10y — [saying], “She i
Zion, there is none who seeks her.” "n‘:"px v, — ’me thw
Yvord.s there is none who seeks her, nw;wuxw-s;‘:‘mn — it i:
1mphe:d that she requires seeking‘.‘“"AﬁH R’ *');ocilér‘zan ben
Zakkai fietermined that a way to commemorate Zion is b
performing the mitzvah of luday in’ the Temple manner. ¢
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12. ‘Mi’Peninei Ha'Rav

R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik
Edited Ey R’ Herschel Schachter
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hatred among the Jews, like there was at the time of the destruction
of the Second Temple.

I would like to add to the Chatam Sofer’s holy words and explain
how the ingathering to Eretz Yisrael will diminish the dispersion of
the exiles even though it will occur before the rebuilding of the Beit
HaMikdash. Atthe very beginning, it will be impossible for the entire
nation to assemble in Eretz Yisrael, for the Land will have to first
expand her “skin” to make room for all of her sons.* Therefore, some
Jews will remain in the Diaspora until HaShem fulfills His promise
to gather all of Israelinto the Land. This coincides with the Ramban’s
comments on the verse The Lord, God, Who gathers the dispersed of
Israel says, “I will gather others to him, besides those already gathered
to him” (Yeshayah 56:8). He explains that God will gather many, but
not all, of the dispersed Jews at the outset [of redemption]. Then,
after the wars of Gog and Magog, there will be a second ingathering,
as it says, I will gather others to him, besides those already gathered
to him.™

Now, [even though all of Israel will not return right away], it seems
~to me that the Land will become a universal center for the entire
Jewish nation, by the very fact that there will be an assembly of
Jews in Jerusalem and Eretz Yisrael. Even those who remaimnin the
Diaspora will keep their eyes and hearts on the Land. They will be
bound and connected with all their souls to the universal center
which will be established in Erefz Yisrael. It Will unite them &ven
in the Diaspora, and they will not be considered dispersed at all’..

Today, on the other hand, the people of Israel are like lost and
scattered sheep” among the nations. No Jew associates with his
fellow Jew. Wherever they live, they are like dangling limbs without
any connection to the individual, and certainly not to the community
as a whole. This is true and utter dispersion (may the Merciful One
save us). We have all been abandoned like fish of the sea. In these
recent, difficult years, despots subjugate us and do with us as they
please. They degrade and murder us without limit and without any
liability for their actions. These scoundrels have no one to answer
to for their deeds.

However, if we establish a universal center in Eretz Yisrael (with

God’s help), our pride and glory will rise among the nations and we
will be considered a dignified and important nation.* Then, even the
individual who remains in exile will not be forsaken, because anyone
who wants to cause him harm will know that there is someone who
will demand a reckoning of his actions. He will know that he is liable
for his deeds and will, therefore, refrain from doing anything
improper.

Thus, the ingathering to the Land will free us from the state of
absolute evil even in the Diaspora. It will also cause all of Israel,
even the Diaspora Jews, to unite and live in peace. Then, we will

reach the bright and hopeful future leading to the complete
redemption, speedily in our days. Amen.
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