Baby Boys, Benching and Bottles of Wine:
The History of Beitar and its Meaning Today
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Rl apiar vypn bR w3y 2390 Y7 WY AT 3 a0 03 s
#ayi” — R’ Yochanan said: Rebbi used to expound the verse,
A star [2313] has issued from Jacob (Numbers 24:17): Do not
read “star” (1pin) but “false one” (a1i2).™  myy 72 RopY @

XITW K3 0T R g RPN 93 110 @Y mn — R’ Akiva,
when he saw this person Bar Koziva," would say, “This is the
King Messiah!"* " maaipy 1oy xawpy :xnin 13 i e 1 s
R3 K P s — R Yochanan ben Torsa said to him,
“Akiva, grass will grow in your cheeks before [the Messiah]

comes!u[lz&l
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3. On the Ninth of Ay, five tragedies occurred:

Wimem by Qimx "'17_38“1127 m n»iz'? ns;s:?

It was decreed tha the Jews in the desert would nét enter Eretz Y: zsrael

The First and. the

cond Temples were destroyed;

A large city :namied; Betar was captured. Thousands and myriads of |

Jews inhabited it. They W

paled By a great king whom the entire

Jewish people and the Teading Sages considered to be the Messianic

king. The city fell to.the.Romans and they were all slain, causing a

national catastropheiequivalent to that of the Temple’s destruction.

pyn SR Spiz i 121 i — R’ Yochanan said: The voice is
Jacob’s voice, but the hands are Esau’s hands (Genesis 27:22) —
78 1R Rz UK iy R A0 PR DURITIN 5ip — The voice is
that of Jacob crying because of the emperor Hadrian, who killed
-800,000 people in Bethar.™  ymy w3 nixyp wypin qbx oty
qma Sy— There were 80,000 trumpet blowers who besxeged
Bethan"®  yayx WpR g7 mnRn oy ks 13 oy ey —
and Ben Koziva was there, and he had 200,000 soldiers who
‘had an amputated finger.™™  nipiy ok sni Ty man i Ry
i 5ya byinh — The Sages sent a messenger to say to him,
“How long will you continue to turn Israelites into blemished

individuals?”’ o7 q80m mp% My — [Bar Koziva] said to
them, “How then shall they be tested?”  irxy m Y345 rix
oY KWWK a0 bK Jiiabn 11 pty — They said to him,
“Whoever does not uproot a cedar of Lebanon™ shall not
be written among the ranks of your army” by ninxy §5 )
1R211 {R3% — Bar Koziva followed the Sages’ advice. He then had
200,000 soldiers of each kind.™™  wy rmarybsy yraeyir wiay mywhay

5§30 KY) Tiven Kb o — When [Bar Koziva and his troops] °

went out to war they used to say to God, “Neither assist us nor
cauise our defeat”™™  ynmy mijby nnis x‘:j" M7 R KT
mpnixa¥s ol Ryn Kby — This is the meaning of what is writ-
ten, Are you not God? Abandon us, but do not go forth, O God,
against our legions (Psalms 60:12),1%9

Rawia 13 npiy vy M — And what would Ben Kozivado? iy
niwgy 192 17 X)) Wi TNE KIYDYR WaK Yaph —
He would catch catapulted rocks hurled by the enemy in the
crook of one of his knees and throw them back at the enemy
and kill [of the enemy] a number of people. 737 3 Ny by
%o xRy — And it was in regard to this incredible feat of Bar
Koziva that R’ Akiva said thus."

m:‘; PR DRRITIR it e Dy why — For three-and-a-half
years the emperor Hadrian surrounded Bethar,™  ny min
nmyn §pa Py Wwheg Yok w1 — and R’ Elazar HaModai
was there in the city, occupied with his sackeloth and fasting,
oivy 172 awn bR ubiy by sy sk Yoenn o o bam — and
every day he would pray and say, “Master of the Universe,
do not sit in judgment today”™,  nwgb iny7 10y giesh —
Finally, [Hadrian] thought of returning to Rome, 1 RDK
{2 K) iR¥m RO 10 — A certain Cuthean came and found
him and said to him, nyayyma xobiagn k77 Pab 52 08
A va nx b xpvpa — “Bach day that that hen volls in
ashes,"* you will not be able to conquer it. 1> ynui Kb
1 Reb Rpwanmy 15 Ty X7 — Rather, wait for me, and I'will
enable you to conquer it this very day”  kwaimaa mra bby
Wy DR T Y b FNIAWR) KN — Thereupon, [the
Cuthean] entered the gate of the province™® and found R’
Elazar, who was standing and praying.  wnb ) 12y
WD ybR 317 mypRa — He pretended to whisper™? in
R’ Elazar HaModai’s ear. ' Q21 s b P PO
DRRYYTR DY Rnarpa Rubwkbwya ybs — [The people] went and
told Bar Koziva, “Your uncle™! R’ Elazar wishes to have the
province make peace with Hadrian™®  xannb mnx nby
'*mi2 — [Bar Koziva] sent for and brought that Cuthean.
M YK e s K — He said to him, “What did you say
to [R' Elazar]?”  xvgb ndh Soop xabn b ~ax Rax P imb g
R R A Swp pk ab i Ky nY Ry Kk79) — He said to
him, “If I tell you, the king will kill me," and if I do not tell
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you, you will kill me, Kby b X123 Ry bt 2 ba
Ry Tvem povenn — Rather, it is better that I should
kill myself,"* and let the secrets of the Roman empire not be
divulged.”™ sy xpbwrb s mpyTa 2L K30 j2 — Ben
Koziva was convinced™? that [R’ Elazar] wanted to have the
province make peace with Hadrien.™ . ~yybx 121 bomr 1
o) oy mntby — When R’ Elazar concluded his prayer,
[Bar Koziva] sent for him and brought him. v ma smb 2y
1’3 117 72 ~ He said to him, “What did that Cuthean say
to you?  mypw kb ixypNg v vnh Ty Kis b b Ty
o1b3 mb — He said to him, “I don’t know what he whispered
in my ear, and in fact I did not hear him say anything at all,
MK T R YT RIK Y] R ibya X — for I was stand-
ing engrossed in my prayer and I do not know what he said.”
My mbxia Kpwa nmG am Rain b A Kyem — Ben
Koziva became filled with anger. He gave [R’ Elazar] one kick
with his foot and killed him. ™ i ) Hip na nory
i Dy Sy dety by 2y 8 gy SOk — A heavenly voice
came out and said, Woe fo the worthless shepherd who aban-
dons the flock! A sword upon his arm and upon his right eyel
(Zechariah 11:17),  nwpwoy bt Sy 1wty nupo oy b
7 1y — [The voice] said to him, “You blinded the arm (i.e.,
might) of Israel and blinded its right eye;® . by tyiny ponb
798 T i ) WA WAy it inik — therefore the arm of
that man (Ben Koziva) shall surely wither and his right eye
shall surely dim.” ks ya 2y a n7aby) ning w73 ™y
DRRITIR 1225 My i) — Thereupon, Israel’s sins caused
Bethar to be conquered and Ben Koziva to be killed, and they
brought his head to Hadrian, 1% mbup 1xi g — He said,
“Who killed this man?’ 1% mnbup Xy exnm 7o mb my — A
certain Cuthean™® said to him, “I killed this man.” sy 1y
¥ ) 51— He said to him, “Go and bring [his corpse] to
me” Ry by Ravys Ryay ok s Y1y — [The Cuthean]
went and brought it; and a snake was wrapped on its neck,

The Midrash discusses when and why Bethar was destroyed:
IYaiT 1370 NOK N vy myw oy ownn — Bethar existed in
peace for fifty-two years after the destruction of the Temple.!*
WP 3 1APNY N Gy by nana meb) — Why was it de-
stroyed?"™ Because they lit candles and feasted™" to celebrate
the destruction of the Holy Temple, 1o mgb) — Why did
they light these candles? o vy mbyrmay popbuan vk
iy v¥nRa — [The Sages] explained: When the Temple stood,
the city councilmen of Jerusalem used to sit in the center
of the province,  rnya i pryp by i T P9L Nin
POPIa K72Y'R7 — and when one of [the inhabitants of Bethar]
would go up to Jerusalem to pray, they would say to him, “Do
you want to be a councilman?’®3 &b sinb "y — He would
say to them, “No.” " owiyizx x7aysy mya — “Do you want to
be a city magistrate?’™® &b 4nb Jx — He would again say
to them, “No.” X K1 X707 o e M3yawy i 1 s vipx
¥ mm Ryam wa — They would then say to him, “Since I heard
that you have a field, do you want to sell it to me?” b K
my1a b — He would say to them, “Such is not my intent.”
MY MR, A 12 KINK PRYY pans i — They would then
write a deed, which a friend would sign,®® and they would send
the deed to Bethar to.a member of [the Bethar Jew’s] house-
hold™  xvy mvpy xaps bym mppawn XY Nibs 133 M P8
1b m31 — and tell him, “If So-and-so comes home, don’t let him

il T YRR T mbup by Kb toue v Yy — [Hadrian] said,
“If his God had not killed this man, who could have prevailed
against him?"*%  spqan ey ¥ 8 Dy by K9 — And he ap-
pﬁed to him the verse, For how could one pursue a thousand . ..
if not that their Rock had sold them? (Deuteronomy 32:30),454

.. The Midrash describes the loss of life at Bethar:

Tapin 1y 073 OB YRwY 1y nia owyin 7 — [The Romans] kept
killing [the Jews of Bethar] until their blood ran so deep that a
horse sank in the blood until its nose.  nnax oy o
o7 nya ma Abim ke tyank YY — And the deluge of blood
was rolling rocks the size of forty se’ah®™ and was traveling
four mil" in the sea;"s .
P Y3 BN YA i) K5y o matpy “mxn oK) — and if you
say that [Bethar] was close to the sea, it was not, for it was four
il distant from the seal™®  nyiay vuareypsb 15 mi b o
iy KiYaY Yap b awy minw by 5w owy — Hadrian had a
huge vineyard, eighteen mil by eighteen mil, like the distance
from Tiberias to Sepphoris, v wmpR 17 iopm— and they
swrounded [the vineyard] with a fence made from the bodies
¢f those slain at Bethar.™  q5n mayw 1y yapy oimby " K9y
D3P Doy 1) 90k — And [Hadrian] did not decree regard-
ing them that they should be allowed to be buried; they were
not buried until another king arose and decreed such regard-
ing them, and they buried them.™  anuy o Mg xan 2
o) i BYaRY TPaRh 1y vy — R Huna said: On the day
on which the slain Jews of Bethar were finally afforded burial,
the blessing HaTov VeHaMeitiv, “Who is good and Who confers
_good,” was established as the fourth blessing of the Grace After
Meals: . mymph nnw 2oy e Kby atw — The phrase
“Who is good” refers to the fact that, miraculously, [the bodies]
did not decay; the phrase “Who confers good” refers to the fact

that they were ultimately afforded burial "5

enter his field, for he sold it tome” i :xy32 Nz s My
XON] KT 199 K9) X733 KT mbyy mams — That man (the
defrauded party) would say, “Would that my leg had broken and
T had not gone up™™ to that corner  y7y» a7 xam K77
KnRWOB 1hsa xabbr KIYIK nyv1y Aavryy — This is the mean-
ing of that which is written (below, 4:18); “Tzadu” [r1¥] our steps
— may the roads become desolate (rs*7y) of people walking in
these open places (in Jerusalem);"*® w17 Ry Ry 2P~
K3 — our end drew near — may the end of that House (the
Terple) draw near; ~ Rmv3 Rwury Kigh amgr whn — our days
are filled — may the days of that House be filled, i.e., completed
and come to an end. | TP Ml 2wy 20 JinG MWD &Y Kk a8
gt X9~ But also for [the people of Bethar] the good times
did not last,"* for it is written, one who rejoices in [another's]
misfortunes will not be exonerated (Proverbs 17:5).17

The Midrash returns to its description of the loss of life at
Bethar: . . ‘
nOR 1A% Yy wwer niphin mba nikg why qnk wy ws — R
Yochanan said: Three hundred babies’ brains were found on
onerock;  naa Wy Poon waxp by nimp nikp wh — and
800 boxes of tefillin-casings"™" were found in Bethar, b
DRI VYR XY 0 Iy K2 FONY DWW DRt i) s
™80 — each and every holding three se’aks, such that when
you make an accounting you find 900 se’ahs.
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Our Mishnah stated:
03 12 1iYRY Y21 08 — RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL SAID:
Tv9I857 BT 283 WY e bryd oaiv o my XY — ISRAEL
HAD NO DAYS AS FESTIVE AS THE FIFTEENTH OF AV AND YOM
KIPPUR.

The Gemara asks:
@b o Kpbwa — Now, it is understandable that Yom
Kippur is considered an especially festive day, 3 nwy mwn
o nmbo — since it is a day of forgiveness and pardon, b
nizpRa nimb 12 unyw — and also because it was the day on
which the Second Tablets of the Ten Commandments were
given.t  x¥1 wp 283 Vv K9 — However, what is the

significance of the fifteenth of Av, that it should be observed as a’

festive day?

Having concluded its discussion concerning the zimun quorum,
the Gemara turns to the subject of Bircas HaMazon, relating how
its text was formulated:?
1am 27 "y — Rav Nachman said: 137 293 b 1pn nwn
™ o 1w nywa — Moses composed for the nation of Israel
the Blessing of HaZan (Who nourishes) at the time that the
manna fell for them from heaven. y %7 n273 Db R YYM
yaxb 103w 11vs — Joshua composed for them the Blessmg for

the Land, when they entered the Land of Israel. mnbwr 113
ooy mia ppn — David and Solomon, together, composed
the Blessmg of Boneh Yerushalayim (Builder of Jerusalem).
A7y mw by Ay St by 1pn g — David, who conquered

 Jerusalem, composed the segment, Have mercy, please, Hashem,
our God, on Israel Your people, and on Jerusalem Your city,
with which the blessing begins, bttam nwman by jpn mabws
witpm — and Solomon, who built the Temple, composed the

segment, and on the great and holy House, which appears|
further in the blessing® mupn M3 vpm dtwy — The
Blessing of HaTov VeHaMeitiv (Who is good and Who confers;
good), which is the fourth blessing of Bircas HaMazon, W: aﬁ .
composed by the Sages in Yavneh, 2nw@ g 12 — ol 5
account of God’s goodness towards the bodies of the slain Jews{
of Bethar, xjny» 37 K7 — As Rav Masna said:  nivy inix
779305 93 ng nony — On that day on which the slan;‘
Jows of Bethar were fmally afforded burial, 376a 513 igH
21wy — [the Sages] in Yavneh composed the blessing cont
ing the words HaTov VeHaMeitiv. "] ynMpa K3y vy — 1he
phrase HaTov (Who is good) refers to the fact that, miraculous! i
[the bodies] did not decay, _nmap? unwY 3vwpn — and the
phrase VeHaMeitiv (and Who confers good) refers to the fact th:if

ultimately they were afforded burial, .

Ampap 3 D110 B3 nikg whr b 17 s — Rabban

amllel“”’ said: There were 500 schools in Bethar, 1R
ripien nixg whyn ning mi &5 onay — and the smallest of
fhem had not less than 300 children.  Ixiay mx RN M)
bk TRt PR g by panana by musiwn — [The chil-
dren] would say, “If the enemy™™ will come upon us, we
will go out and stab them with these styluses we use for writ-
ing”"™  mxyiten 11 Ny MY 1) — When Israel’s sins
caused the city to fall and the enemy enteved, = b3 1372
onix ¥y eea M) — they wrapped each and every child

in his scroll"™ and burned them;  xby mon “mng) x'vj
WX — and from them all only I (Rabban Gamhel[m‘) remain
alive, » A3y nimyy nbbiy wye hayy Yy xp) — He applied to
himself the verse, My eye has brought me grief over all the
daughters of my city. ™™

The Gemara advances another explanation:

ApK mnn 37 — Rav Masnah said: Haph D M NN o
- The ﬁfteenth of Av was the day that the slain Jews of Bethar
were afforded burial.2 7yn» 37 Ky — And Rav Masnah
said further on this topic:  "9ap% M3 WY UMY ol inix —
On the same day the slain Jews of Bethar were afforded
burial, 2'wwm 2ivi "y Npn — [the Sages] in Yavneh
instituted the fourth blessing of Grace after Meals, Who is good
and Who confers good. mnpn Kbw awn — Who is good
commemorates that, miraculously, the bodies did not decay.
ARy nnaw 2venm — And Who confers good signifies that God
ultimately ordained that the bodies be afforded burial.

RPN N2 NN PaomR Y’ TII® A 9e0n nAvbnr uany Ay
NP 73935 IN0A 18 W M99 P TS D 2oem R noab
YW 73 D MIph M2 DM MR 191w (] 8) 1IN S PIba IRy fan

S morm DWIPRY ANTA TV ARRY N3 s By wpn maraw P YRGm Y30

Y PIDGB 23 STIRY AVIYNA MPEN VIO IMRY MD SRIWM MAIY aobby
Ry R bnbax MIKY PRI 1P MY aym WY ah wenn oy omby
T2 T 03 BRYUMI 120 1390w 1Y 9372 RIS ABYTa e amem an ™ osewn
2L D272 3PN Y OAPY MR Bnd Y 7Y PIER MAIRIR T Deayna ane
240 MIph 199 Anewa mpn R 0B FTIY02 ARPAY RKT ARIBA 317 5y Dunm
0 ONYY MR RYD 1N mbYYR LRWAT BN A mywmw Sy ™o by
MIpH 57 DM B2 1T BNWI ORI ORI BIMTY QIR 120 bY
R HW0N 20D0M 2 AN BT P SUWST 1A D393 W o WYY pa e by

by AW WIT AMAPO NNID TERT AR 6 59 “IMWIW st IR 55 mreon

TN? ATRY-APRI PRI 19 AYTA NI IV (R 178 MDT) A1 naw
7725 UM MR MY WY 3o BRI AN YER 186 1951 T 13 RDY 7Y
*PR anvand nomo 2P0 XYY TN22 ANMD TIEY NNBRY WD 0927 TWwd by
WPNBY WD 1NN DYDY DI 1R MMM MRIPI 1PRY 7A5TIM WITPR AT
207 ROK UPN KD A9NNaw NP YavEd ANWR KPR T3 pEMT PR oW
h372 15KY Wb P02 MR BT IR BY A3 190N o2 1aba nm
D3I EIYII ANT TAD NI ATT KIN AT 125 ABIYE Y A5ME 1UBM 21107
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"2 UDR S-¥N N NNR N3, The fourth Bracha of the
Grace was introduced by R. Gamliel in Yavme. The occasion
was the permission granted by the Romans to bury the “Slain
of Bethar.” In the heroic but futile revolt of Bar Kochba,
thousands were massacred at the fortress of Bethar, Hadrian,
*he Roman Emperor, prohibited them to be buried. Thus thei=
corpses were left lying in the fields around Bethar for years.
When permission was granted at long last to inter them,
the sages uttered the blessing: 2VBBM 37, “Blessed be He
Who in His goodness did not let the corpses decay (W) and
Who let them be buried (3'BBR)” (Ber, 48a). The Rabbis
joined this blessing to -the Grace after Meals bécause this is
a prayer which is spoken in joyous gratitude (BRIM3R).
Others give the following reason for its inclusion at this
particular place: When Bethar was destroyed, the glory of
Israel had sank to its lowest point, nor will it rise again,’
till the descendant of David come. Therefore we connect this
Bracha with the preceding DY M3 in which we pray for
his coming.” This connection will for all times remind us
that the future of our national destiny ultimately depends’
upon G-d alone, ‘

However, the fact that the events of Bethar gave rise
to the introduction of this MM WA N33, which to-day
we recite at all joyful occasions, .demands further explanation.
There was a time, it seems to say, when Israel was so" utterly
downcast and helpless, that even the mere permission to bury
the dead, appeared as a “twofold mercy” .2tDM 1B, and

this in our own land, The remembrance of this disastrous period

was perpetuated in the typical prayer of thanksgiving, the
M7 °3, for there might be times when we do not feel at all
that we should render thanks to G-d, times when we feel
disgruntled and bitter because our wishes have not been ful-
filled immediately. Then this Bracha reminds that our fathers
were at times so utterly dejected that the mere permission to
bury their dead elicited their fervent thanks,

The threefold mention of G-d’s Kingship n1ayd wow in
DO 990 WYUK, MBI, and BN B is an essential
part of this Bracha. It declares Him the absolute ruler over
the world and over all mankind. This idea of the Kingdom
of Heaven is like a motif interwoven through all the N373

WBM; it is. emphasized in this last Bracha. It accentuates the
basic idea of the IWBA N573, the concept of the solicitude
of the King of Kings for all His subjects,

_In this entire Bracha the blessing of G-d is kﬁpt in
the third, indirect person 21 3M7T RN 28 exaCtly as in the
first Bracha 1. In the intervening second and third Bracha,
however, we address G-d in the direct form 12 83 bR 17 nww;,
Here G-d appears as the proximate “Tpou,” .there as thg
invisible “He.” To explain this apparent inconsistency, Ra!)bl
J. L. Oppenheim, in his ITTW71% MY, offers a brilliant explz}nathn
based on the Talmudic parable which compares the refationship
between G-d and Israel to the relationship between husband

_and wife. The periods of the journey through the desert, the

possession of the Holy Land and the exile, are compared to
the times of courtship, when the bride shows modest restraint
towards her lover, of married life, when this restraint is over-
come, and finally to the time of separation when the earlier

feeling returns, (Yoma s4a). Thus the first Bracha composed .

by Moses during the journey through the desert — reflects,

* in its indirect form of address, the chaste restraint of the bride.

The second and third Bracha, however, both originating in
the Holy Land, discard this modest reserve and a?proach
G-d as “Thou.” The fourth Bracha finally, added.durmg the
period of destruction -and impending exile, agains returns
to the more indirect, remote form of address,
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Ein Ayah: An idea that connects all of the Torah's ways is the connection between the individual (praf) and tt
collective (kfal) in a manner that the prat finds his fulfillment within the kfal. On one hand, eating lowers a person |
the realm of coarse senses and individualistic, animalistic enjoyment. Hashem has us counteract that by preparing
“ladder that is positioned on the ground whose top reaches the Heavens,” taking us from the lowness of the prat |
the heights of the kial.

Even when building the klal, one begins with pratim, first ensuring the individuals' physical sustenance befol
getting to the Kfal's physical sustenance. The next step Is to bring the individuals Into a national individualistic enti
that is concerned with its own survival and characteristics. When this is completed, the nation can concern itself wit
the ultimate Afal, as it strives to galvanize together all the nations, as all are created in Hashem's image.

During the time of exile, torment and dispersion cause concern for the loss of the great hope for the uitimat
future, as it requires a strong leading nation at the nucleus of humanity to help improve it. Yet we may be console
with the promise that even when we are comparable to corpses, we will not lose our individual character. Hashel
will keep our spirit alive and we wili re-form toward the end of time. We will call out to all in Hashem’s Name so th:
nothing will prevent the connection between the uniqueness of the individual and the loftiest level of collectiveness.

_ [These concepts connect to the berachof of Birkat Hamazon.) The beracha on food, which Moshe Institute:
deals with personal physical sustenance. On one hand, it is enough to focus in the beginning on the individual, wt
is the necessary building block of the klal. Moshe’s generation of desert dwellers prepared the nation for all futul
stages. Thus, they were sustained with the miraculous manna, which became known to all the nations of the worl
and other miracles that pointed the way to great future events. The next stage was to enter Erefz Yisrael ar
become occupied with the natural development of a unique nation, prompting Yehoshua to institute a secor

beracha. Next, the Kings of Israel built a general spiritual center for the entire nation to which the third beract.
corresponds. David wrote the first part, which stresses the Beit Hamikdash's importance to the national spiritu
effort, whereas Shlomo added the piece on “the great and holy house,” stressing its ultimate goal to serve ail
humanity (see Melachim [, 8:60).

Every Jew should be thankful for his persenal food, allowing him to be a part of the kial. He should not be afra
that due to exile, his unigue nation is hopeless, That is why the fourth beracha, corresponding to the story of Beite
was instituted. It Is a reminder that the defeated Jewish nation retained its form and dignity. This is a sign that
some time, even in the distant future, rejuvenation will come. Hashem will resurrect our nation at the end of days &
He has the power to resurrect the dead. The bodies in Beitar did not decay and smell putrid, which is a sign that w
will be able to have a positive impact on others. Thus when we come to eat, we will not be depressed to the point:
missing the light of truth. We will remember that Hashem'’s grace is on all His creations and thank Him for the foc
that enables us to reach great spiritual aftainments.

The Rav then expounded on the Gemara in Tractate Berachot** that the
Jewish people are meticulous with themselves regarding the amount of a
food item — the size of an olive or of an egg — for which we are required
to praise God. The Rav explained that the Torah in Parashat Ekev pres-
ents Eretz Yisrael as a land of plenty that contains streams and produces
seven principal species to sustain us. Many Rishonim held that the Torah

obligation of birkat ha-mazon applies only when one is satisfied, for itis
 then that one praises God.

However, the Yiddisher koah (the strength of the Jew) is to praise God
even when we are not obligated to do so. We praise God even when we
have no Temple and when Yerushalayim is not in our possession. Even if
we eat an amount the size of an egg, or even the size of an olive, and are
not satisfied, we are still ready to give thanks to God. We find the strength
to praise God even amidst suffering. In an aside, the Rav quipped that
every synagoguc rabbi must take'some abuse, and yet he weathers it and
blesses God. In the same vein, even if the Jewish nation makes mistakes,
God nevertheless “shows us favor” This is because we take great care to
bless God for even an egg’s or an olive’s worth of sustenance. This is the
greatness of the Jewish people: that we experience many hardships and
still praise God. It is also a sign in the Torah that even if we should falter,
God will show us favor.
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The Gemara challenges this resolution:
niaiv niniva 1w yewn yrwT — The case when he hears that
rain has fallen is equivalent to the case of hefring good tidings,
1101 — and we have already learned in our Mishnah that 5y
2RI 23L7 P2 IR NI RiMIE — ON hearing GOOD TIDINGS
ONE SHOULD SAY, BLESSED are You .., WHO IS GOOD AND DOES
600D, Thus, it would be redundant for the Mishnah to mention
hearing about rain if it also mentions hearing good tidings in
general, — 7 —

The Gemara revises its answer:

N WY PPS) Y1 RN — Rather, these words and those words .
areboth said when he sees therain, xwp X%) — butthereisno -

difficulty: xn7 xnwy s — This formula, We thank you, ete.,

is recited when only a little rain comes, R0 Rnyy Ry —
whereas this formula, Who is good and does good, is recited when *

a lot of rain comes.”
An alternative answer:

X¢ yaN) — Or, if you prefer, say: X310 XD®T XJ) K |

— This blessing and that blessing ave both said when a lot of rain

comes, KXW X5 — but there is no difficulty: % mxy Ry
Ry"x — This formula, Who is good and does good, is recited by one -
who owns some land,®?  xyqx mb mb7 X7 — whereas this

formula, We thank you, ete., is recited by one who does not own
land.®

— THE GIST OF THE MATTER is this: 11X x11 19w by — ON good
fortune befalling HIS OWN affairs, HE SHOULD SAY, 17V 113
y99WpR) — BLESSED are You . . . WHO HAS KEPT US ALIVE, SUSTAINED
US and brought us to this season. ix Y2y Sy ibw by — oN
good fortune befalling both HIS OWN AND HIS COLLEAGUE'S affairs,
HE SHOULD SAY, "R} 24D 713 — BLESSED are You ... WHO
IS GOOD AND DOES GOOD,
The Gemara questions this principle:
A2 KNS M7 89 53) — And wherever another has no
share with him in a benefit, 2wy 3107 119 K5 — he does
not recite the blessing Who is good and does good? xuni) —
But it has been taught in a Baraisa: 127 1nWx 79 M7 npx
— IF THEY TOLD HIM that HIS WIFE GAVE BIRTH TO AMALE, . QIR
YT 21T NI — HE SHOULD SAY, BLESSED are You . .. WHOIS
GOOD AND DOES GooD, In this case, no other man stands to benefit
and yet he says, Who is good and does good, — ? —
The Gemara answers:

m3 oni — There too another person benefits, IPWR KPKT
n912 AY KT AYID2 — for his wife rejoices with him, as she too
is happy with a male.l”

The Gemara attempts to show that there is a case of a sole
beneficiary who says, Who is good and does good:
ypw 8n — Come, learn the proof from here: W91 xm Max ni
— If they told him that HIS FATHER DIED AND that HE INHERITS
HIM, ie. his father left property that he has now inherited,
. NRKT T I3 MWIN IR — IN THE BEGINNING HE SAYS,

BLESSED are You ... THE TRUE JUDGE, 113 TnIK Ri3 qiva’
21117) 31V — AND ATTHE END HE SAYS, BLESSED are You . . . WHO
IS GOOD AND DOES GOOD. — T —

The Gemara answers: o
1 it — There too others benefit, ns-mzfi‘ MY RPT MR RPWT
— for we are talking of a case where there are brothers who
inherit with him.

The Gemara attempts a final proof that a sole beneficiary may

The Gemara challenges the last answer:

173% 2Ry 210 RY8 MY mx — If one owns land, does he .

recite the blessing Who is good and does good when it rains? He
should rather recite the Shehecheyanu blessing!  yam &) — For

we learned in the Mishnah:  w+n ni3 33 — IFONEBUILTANEW
HOUSE, mwin o5 M) — OR ACQUIRED NEW CLOTHES,

7197 11212 MY METY P2 MiN — HE SHOULD SAY, BLESSED aré

You . .. WHO HAS KEPT US ALIVE, sustained us, AND BROUGHT USTO-.
THIS SEASON.  (3'0nM 2R MK 0™nK w1 1w — HIS AND
- OTHERS HE SAYS, WHO IS GOOD AND DOES G00D.)®" Similarly, if’
rain falls on his land, he should say Shehecheyanu and not Whois :

good and does good. — ? —
The Gemara explains the applicability of each blessing:

Rwp X5 — This poses no difficulty: mwmw mb mixg &g -
This blessing, Who is good and does good, is recited over happy-
events in which he has a partnership, i.e, both he and others’
share the benefit, rbpw mb Y%7 R — whereas this blessing;
Shehecheyanu, is recited over happy events in which he has no-

partnership, i.e. he is the sole beneficiary.”® xuni) — And this
distinction has been taught in a Baraisa as well:  1375W 17y

say, Who is good and does good:
vy xn — Come, learn the proof from here:  MMY — If there
is A CHANGE OF WINE, i.e. one has already consumed wine at his
table and he is presented with another wine superior to the firs,
773 J7¥ I°K — ONE DOES NOT HAVE TO RECITE THE BLESSING
Who has created the fruit of the vine anew. Dipp NdW —
However, if there is A CHANGE OF PLACE, 1.e. he left one house and
entered another and was presented with wine there, 773%™
— BEMUST RECITE this BLESSING again, XX 12 qph 37 28)
7371 127 % — And R’ Yosef bar Abba said in the name of R
Yochanan: 772% 7y ins o may ymxw e Yy gy — Even
though they said that where there is a change of wine, one does
not have to say the blessing Who has created the fruit of the vine,
20p) 2197 7112 i 3% — but he should say, Blessed are You
... Who is good and does good.©®% — ? —

The Gemara answers:
m)y oniy — There too he is not the sole beneficiary, %33 X2WY
AP 1YY YAl — because we are talking of a case where there
are members of a group who are drinking with him.®
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