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15.

Seeking Out the Murderer of One’s Parents

Questi | AFTER LIBERATION, A MAN CAME TO ME WITH THE
uestion: 4 . . _
_______J following question: He knew that his parents, his
brothers, and his sisters had all been killed by the Lithuanian jan-

itor of the apartment house in which they had lived. He then dis-
covered that this man was living in the city of Mariampol. Was
he obligated to spend money and seek out the murderer in order
to bring him to justice, so that other haters of Jews would learn
a lesson and restrain their murderous instincts against the Jews?

Many people faced this problem. Quite a few of the
German murderers, along with their Lithuanian butcher-accom-
plices, escaped to countries throughout the world and have never
been brought to justice. To what degree were we obligated to
make efforts to expose those murderers? Were we bound to

avenge as much of the bloodshed as possible? Or was one free

to do what his heart and mind directed him to do?

ALTHOUGH THIS MATTER HAD TO BE VIEWED IN
Response:

careful perspective to avoid creating fresh waves

of anti-Semitism, one was certainly not to be apathetic, but to
do everything one could to expose the murderers who had
shed Jewish blood. We know today that many of them have
changed their names and have gone underground in order not
to be recognized.

I instructed the man to make every possible effort to
avenge the murder of his family. Several weeks later he returned
and told me that he had thrown a hand grenade into the janitor’s
house, killing him. I advised him to leave Lithuania immediately
so that the murderer’s relatives would not find him, and also

because the Lithuanian government did not look kindly upon

Jews who took justice into their own hands. The man followed

my advice and left the country.
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Reciting the HaGomel Blessing

| ON THE TRAGIC 8TH OF MARCHESHVAN §702—
October 29, 1941—more than 10,000 Jews were

taken away to be butchered. Almost all of them suffered unusu-

g Question:

al forms of death after being tortured physically and psycholog-
ically by their merciless butchers.

Some of the miserable survivors of the 4kzion asked me
on the 13th of the month whether they were obligated to recite
the HaGomel blessing which is said to thank G-d for His mercy
in allowing them to survive the purge. On the one hand they had
survived an A4kz/on and owed G-d a debt of gratitude; yet on the
other hand they were still not out of the Germans’ hands; they
remained imprisoned within the ghetto walls, surrounded by an
electrified barbed wire fence with armed guards ready to utilize
their machine guns on anyone who got too close to the barbed
wire. Since these survivors were not yet released from their trou-
bles, do we say that they certainly had no obligation to recite the
HaGomel blessing? Or do we say that since they were saved
from definite death at the same time that thousands were put to

death, they are obligated to recite the HaGomel blessing?

Response: THE SURVIVORS DID NOT HAVE TO RECITE THE

HaGomel blessing since they stll remained in daily
danger of being murdered. The fact that they were living inside
the ghetto walls indicated the immense danger they were in, for
who knew what the Germans might yet do! It was entirely pos-
sible that the cruel murderers were already then determined to
butcher all the survivors. The fact that they momentarily were
leaving them alone meant nothing, It seemed the habit of those

diabolical murderers to eliminate the Jews piecemeal. Part of

their plan was clearly to confuse the Jews, to delude them with
false hopes, and thus lead them into even greater despondency.

Even people who managed to survive a number of such
Akzionen—as long as they were still imprisoned within the ghet-
to walls and had not yet been liberated—were not to recite this

blessing.
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100. Removing Numbers Branded by v

the Germans on Their Victims

Q fi AFTER THE LIBERATION, A YOUNG WOMAN FROM A
ueston: |

| respected family asked me the following question.

The Germans had branded her with a number following their
system of assigning numbers to each and every prisoner in their
concentration camps. She wanted to have plastic surgery per-
formed to remove this mark which constantly reminded her of
the horror of those years. According to halacha, was it permis-
sible to remove the number?

R ] THE GERMANS BRANDED THESE NUMBERS ON THE
esponse; |

arms of Jews as assign of shame, as though to say
that the bearers of these branded numbers are not human
beings, but cattle to be brutally beaten, rortured, and slaughtered
at will.

Not only should these numbers not denigrate us but, on
the contrary, such a number should be viewed as a sign of honor
and glory, as a monument to the unforgivable bestiality of those
vile murderers. As part of the plot to exterminate the holy seed
of Jacob—Ileaving neither seed nor scion of the Jewish people—
the branded numbers guaranteed that if Jews ever escaped from
a camp, the imprint on their arm would reveal to everyone that
they were Jews and fair game to be killed. This horrifying num-
ber is also a sign testifying to German heinousness. G-d forbid
that we ever forget what those evil people did to us.

The obligation to recall the entire scope of the Germans’
systematic murder of the Jews, not taking our minds off it for
even a moment, is today a redoubled obligation. Note how the
Germans spare no effort to mislead the world into forgetting the

astonishing evils that they perpetrated. So long as the blood of

our martyred brothers and sisters cries out to us from the earth
and demands vengeance, this sign—Dbranded on the arms of the
survivors—serves as a reminder that declares, “Let it be known
among the nations before our eyes—the vengeance that You will
pay for the blood of Your servants that was shed. For You, the
seeker of blood, will recall them, You have not forgotten the cry
of the humble.” Raise up Your Jewish people, the nation so den-
igrated and oppressed, raise them up again among the nations as
in the past.

I felt that this woman should not, under any circum-
stances, remove the branded number from her arm, for by doing
so she would be fulfilling the wishes of the Germans and abet-
ting their effort to have the Holocaust forgotten, as if we Jews
had created a fiction against them. Let her wear the sign with
pride!




! 1 Women Prostituted by the Germans 1

[ . | IMMEDIATELY AFTER OUR LIBERATION FROM THE
- Question: | i ] )

L= | ghetto, a horrifying problem was brought to my
attention. It applied not only to the woman who first posed it to
me but to a large sisterhood of Jewish women who had sutfered
abominably during the Holocaust years.

A young woman from a respected family in Kovno came
to me with tears gushing down her cheeks. She, like many of her
unfortunate sisters, had been captured by the Germans and
forced into prostituton. The evildoers had not only made free
use of her pure body, but they had also tattooed the words
“prostitute for Hitler’s soldiers” on her.

After the liberation, she was reunited with her husband,
who had also survived. Their children had been killed by the
Germans, and they hoped to establish a new family on the basis
of Jewish sanctity and purity. But when her husband saw these
words tattooed on her body he was extremely upset. He decided
they must clarify first whether he was allowed to live with her
according to halacha, for if she had even once willingly slept

with 2 German she might be forbidden to her husband.

I RULED THAT THIS UNFORTUNATE WOMAN AND ALL
Response:

her sisterhood who were so shamed could return
to their husbands and live with them. The only exception would
be when the husband is a kohen in which case, even though she
had been raped, he would be forbidden to live with her. But
where the husband is not a kohen there is absolutely no reason
to forbid the woman to her husband. G-d forbid that we speak
evil of these Jewish women! On the contrary, it is 2 mitzvah to

publicize the immense reward that they will receive from He

Who hears the entreaties of their suffering. He will certainly cure
their broken hearts, heal them emotionally, and grant them His
blessings. We must prevent any additional suffering by these
women, as was the case with those women who endured much
pain when their husbands divorced them. Woe unto us that this
should have happened in our times!

I ruled that there was no need for this woman to try to
have the tattoo obliterated. On the contrary, let her and her sis-
ters preserve their tattoo and regard them sof as signs of shame,
but as signs of honor, pride, and courage—proof of what they
sutfered for the sanctification of G-d. The inscription the mur-
derers used to defile and shame these pure Jewish women is an
honor for them and for our people. We shall vet live to see the
corpses and the eternal shame of those evildoers. These inscrip-
tions will constantly remind us of the verse in the Torah of
Moshe, “Nations, praise His people! For He will avenge the

blood of His servants and return vengeance upon His enemies.”




