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Kaunas massacre of October 29, 1941 also known as the Great Action was the largest mass murder of Lithuanian Jews.   

By the order of SS-Standartenführer Karl Jäger and SS-Rottenführer Helmut Rauca, the Sonderkommando under the 

leadership of SS-Obersturmführer Joachim Hamann, and 8 to 10 men from Einsatzkommando 3, in collaboration with 

Lithuanian partisans, murdered 2,007 Jewish men, 2,920 women, and 4,273 children in a single day at the Ninth Fort, 

Kaunas, Lithuania.  

The Germans and Lithuanians destroyed the small ghetto on October 4, 1941, and killed almost all of its inhabitants at 

the Ninth Fort. Later that same month, on October 28, SS-Rottenführer Helmut Rauca of the Kaunas Gestapo (secret 

state police) conducted the selection in the Kaunas Ghetto.  All ghetto inhabitants are forced to assemble in a central 

square of the ghetto. Rauca selected 9,200 Jewish men, women, and children, about one-third of the ghetto population. 

The next day, October 29, they shot these people at the Ninth Fort in huge pits dug in advance.  (Wikipedia) 

 

Rabbi Ephraim Oshry (1914–2003) 
 
While in the Kaunas Ghetto and 
Concentration Camp, Rabbi Oshry 
began writing his responsa to the 
Holocaust, answering very difficult 
questions concerning human 
nature, God, and Jewish ethics. 
Before the final battle between the 
Nazis and the Soviets, he buried his 
responsa in the ground. After the 
war, he retrieved them and 
ultimately - in 1959 - he published some of those 
Hebrew responsa under the title: She'eilos Uteshuvos 
Mima'amakim (Questions and Responses from the 
Depths). This volume ultimately was followed by 
four more volumes, the final one published in 1979. 
There is an abbreviated version in English (with 
much of the halakhic argumentation removed): 
Responsa from the Holocaust. 
 
After Kaunas was liberated in August 1944, Rabbi 
Oshry and his wife Frieda Greenzwieg, a survivor of 
Auschwitz, went to Rome. There he started a yeshiva 
for orphaned refugee children. In 1950 he brought 
with him all of his yeshiva students when he and his 
family moved to Montreal. They came to New York in 
1952 where he became the rabbi of Beth Hamedrash 
Hagadol. Oshry opened a boy's yeshiva and a girl's 
yeshiva in the East Bronx. Also Yeshiva Shaar 
Ephraim in Monsey is named after him and is run by 
Rabbi Oshry's son-in-law. (Wikipedia) 
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