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morning; | am HASHEM. 3! You shall observe My commandments and perform
them; | am HASHEM. 32 You shall not desecrale My holy Name, rather I should

be sanctified among the Children of Israel; * | am HasHEM Who sanctifies you,
33 Who took you out of the land of Egypt to be a God unto you; | am HASHEM.

Rabbi Ephraim Oshry (1914-2003)

While in the Kaunas Ghetto and
Concentration Camp, Rabbi Oshry
began writing his responsa to the
Holocaust, answering very difficult
questions concerning human
nature, God, and Jewish ethics.
Before the final battle between the
Nazis and the Soviets, he buried his
responsa in the ground. After the
war, he retrieved them and
ultimately - in 1959 - he published some of those
Hebrew responsa under the title: She'eilos Uteshuvos
Mima'amakim (Questions and Responses from the
Depths). This volume ultimately was followed by
four more volumes, the final one published in 1979.
There is an abbreviated version in English (with
much of the halakhic argumentation removed):
Responsa from the Holocaust.
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After Kaunas was liberated in August 1944, Rabbi
Oshry and his wife Frieda Greenzwieg, a survivor of
Auschwitz, went to Rome. There he started a yeshiva
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for orphaned refugee children. In 1950 he brought o2mn vy mMisoe

with him all of his yeshiva students when he and his 273N

family moved to Montreal. They came to New York in AND

1952 where he became the ral?bi of B'eth Hamedr.as'h VRN S a1t e NTRS3 ohEN
Hagadol. Oshry opened a boy's yeshiva and a girl's S ——

yeshiva in the East Bronx. Also Yeshiva Shaar 23 BRI ANEK AN, DT BN

Ephraim in Monsey is named after him and is run by X Pon @pRIER AME) BTIER TAT DR

Rabbi Oshry's son-in-law. (Wikipedia)
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