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Were Top of Luchos Rounded or Square? — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg —
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*® Moses turned* and descended from the mountain, with the two Tablets of
the Testimony in his hand, Tablets inscribed on both their sides; they were

inscribed on one side and the other. & The Tablets were God's handiwork, and
the script was the script of God, engraved on the Tablets.

' Joshua heard the sound of the people in its shouting, and he said to Moses,
“The sound of battle is in the camp!”

a7 T332 PRIV Y TP 9] 100 T3 BNIR Dby
1M 3p23% AR LANID AT T 09I T TR PR
"I¥ (VBRIT) X320 D717 M 07T LN T 133 08TONIY
®9§ A0 A1 OYiTY P) ¥OY 2D nm? RPIN '3 TR AmD
baw ’33R° DRA7 MR 737 TORD DAY D238 D) P DY
nvrjg n17 '.n'-yin'-j;-;'; 729 AR L34 TIRD WD ARy RE W
P3RS ARG MR Y27 PR3 iR PP ninvp 399 33K bind
37 drzenad) SRI0Y-138 MY 0D 92 DRI 3pY Y iDOR
132797 330 OpRIY WIpna-ny Y. ImTR 038 nht? oo
VBRIV IR RIPIY A B N0 mR UpY ) (o naven) 138
ﬁ"‘:ﬁlt‘m‘[-‘;l nm BN JGaer) P72 RPTY 3R MDA T TY
A8 RiZY DPYR DriTRND An g3 ovawn AR P 02ipa um
TRYIY KR (v5me) ey NEwmEY UW) D2 MM 2 DY |

203 19¥ PP ARIRZ ®I17 2WY NN awRn RMTNTYTIRD.
APDIY WATY Jr oo we) PYRY WY MIM-RY ERG TR
K5 nEmy Py 1R T P 090 P8 A99-RIN DTER 2P¥D7.
mxay minba-Yey) ARY- 19 TIRYLPY 1R APy KPR 9 AUy

s nnga-by ahn e AT YY)+ ouw ¥y 1R DI,

e

C e i alea AWW

RIP3 MR AnaMY Y1 ®YD MBI MY DIND 0N AT A OATAD 0D DIND NN

t ADAE YIRRDY YTTED KT B30YR 59 0w ahoa 19 PRY B J0M3YH Iwn 11T
I RAY ‘onMay awn, wheb 1N NMRY 0MD BN LYTTRN JWR hn Mm, mK)
STV MY MKW PAYD SN0 931 B%NaY AW TN AT nwnwnd v v Mmeb
Ta%EY IS AMNNN D RS mwind 52905 25 1 3on3 5 0D NOWRA AT CMBhn
BNY BAYK 937 DAR 200N MR T 5 mon mubyn MY 12w ARG Cbwb
n SEnynw 3

P | SE——

iy
e 3 10

o = =
i 3
£ BOCARATON §
3 SNAGDGUE £




- OF STONE WHICH MOSES PLACED THERE [ETC.},21

Were Top of Luchos Rounded or Square? — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg — _

. Bava Basra 14a

»3'n" — They challenged Rebbi’s sﬁétemenf fmn; the faliumng —

Baraisa: nWn nyw 1M - THE ARK THAT MOSES CON.
STRUCTED: i'.-'rps ¥ QINRK — TWO AND A HALF AMOS WAS ITS
LENGTH, 123117 '¥7) 1K) — ONE AND A HALF AMOS ITS WIDTH

inip ¥} MR — AND ONE AND A HALF AMOS ITS HEIGHT,0®
DY WY N3 MIRY ~ THE AMAH REFERRED TO HERE MEASURES
SIX TEFACHIM."™ Hence, the Ark was fifteen tefachim long and
nine tefachim wide.  my%w trayy nww Y mew 12958 nimbm
— THE two TABLETS of the Law,! WHOSE LENGTH WAS SIX
tefachim, WIDTH SIX tefachim, AND THICKNESS THREE tefachim,
19 SW 1995 7335 NNy — LAY side by side ALONG THE LENGTH
OF THE ARK. 11183 niv3ik nim> mpa — Consequently, HOW
MUCH of the length OF THE ARR DID THE TABLETS TAKE UP? oy
oYY WY — TWELVE TEFACHIM. DWIDY ny'hw oy ymnw; —
THREE TEFACHIM REMAIN THERE [along the length of the ark] that
are as yet unaccounted for. nby TN K¥Y — SUBTRACT FROM
[THESE THREE TEFACHIM | one TEFACH for the walls of the Ark:
my 5mia% vym ny ntsb h¥n — HALF (A TEFACH) FOR ONE WALL
AND HALF FOR THE OTHER WALLOY  mnob nww oy rmngy —
THERE REMAINS TWO TEFACHIM npn iR 190 o3y — IN
WHICH THE TORAH SCROLL written by Moses LAY, From where
do we know that the Torah scroll of Moses was placed in the Ark?
"IN W DY T WK DEIKT NN WY P D PR, 18R -
ASIT 1S SAID: NOTHING WAS IN THE ARK — ONLY THE TWO TABLETS
TR TR, N
P — WHAT IS meant by: NOTHING WAS IN THE ARK — ONLY?
LW R VWM — This is a case of ONE EXCLUSIONARY TERM
(*‘only”) FOLLOWING ANOTHER (‘nothing”). =nx viwm TR
MR MBY niav% Ko VWM — AND the purpose here of ONE
EXCLUSIONARY TERM FOLLOWING ANOTHER MUST BE TO IN-
CLUDE" THE TORAH SCROLL written by Moses, 111x3 mymy —
THATIT t00 LIES IN THE ARK. '
The Baraisa continues;
1298% 1% De3e — Thus far, YOU HAVE ACCOUNTED FOR THE
LENGTH OF THE ARK; 13077 I™MX DI1DY KY — now GO AND
ACCOUNT FOR THE WIDTH OF THE ARK.  119%3 ni%2ix nimb mpa
— HOWMUCH of the width OF THE ARK did THE TABLETS TAKE UP?
DMIRY MWW — SIX TEFACHIM. Dhpy nwbw oy 1mnwy — Thus,
THREE TEFACHIM REMAIN THERE across the width of the Ark that
are as yet unaccounted for. nBY yMe KY — SUBTRACT FROM
[THESE THREE TEFACHIM] one TEFACH for the walls of the Ark:
np 9nia’ tym 7y YniaY YN — HALF (A TEFACH) FOR ONE WALL
AND HALF (A TEFACH] FOR THE OTHER WALL. WY oW 1ou
oWMeY — TWO TEFACHIM REMAIN THERE [across the width of the
Ark], N7 R RYM) D122 Y90 150 R &5 — the purpose of
which was to ensure THAT WHEN THE TORAH SCROLL IS REMOVED
AND INSERTED IT WOULD NOT BE PRESSED against the walls of the

The Baraisa presents an opposing view:
TRIR AN Y ~ R YEHUDAH SAYS:  DWIDU Mk N2 MoKy — THE
AMAH of the Ark’s dimensions given in the Torah MEASURES only
FIVE TEFACHIM.* Accordingly, the Ark was 12 ¥s tefuchim long
and 7'z efachim wide. May) myw 1amy) nww 1398 nimbm
MWW — THE TABLETS, WHOSE LENGTH WAS SIX fefuchim , WIDTH
SIX fefachim AND THICKNESS THREE fefachim %  1371X3 ninyn
11X 7% ~ LAY side by side ALONG THELENGTH OF THEARK. 1)

T3 MP2K MMY — HOW MUCH 01 the 1ENgIN UK THE AKK DI
THE TABLETS TAKE UP?  0W190 "y mW ~ TWELVE TEFACHIM.
noY ¥n oW Mnw) — Hence, THERE REMAINS HALF A TEFACH
along the length of the Ark which is as yet unaccounted for.
My 2012’ rayi) 71 Yn15Y yayK — AFINGERBREADTRE! is taken up
BY ONE WALL AND A FINGERBREADTH BY THE OTHER WALL.
12987 1% BYIPR ~ Thus far, YOU HAVE ACCOUNTED FOR THE
LENGTH OF THE ARK.  1amy% 1 vip Xy — Now GO AND
ACCOUNT FOR THE WIDTH OF THE ARK.  Unimyik mimb rmpz
11M¥2 — HOW MUCH of the width OF THE ARK DID THE TABLETS
TAKEUP?  DMB0 MWW — SIX TEFACHIM, T¥Mat NDY DY “wnw)
— ONE AND A HALF TEFACHIM REMAIN THERE [across the width of
the Ark], m5Y '¥n 1M XY — SUBTRACT FROM THESE [ONE AND A
HALF TEFACHIM]| HALF A TEFACH for the walls:  nymm vayx
my bnish — ONE AND A HALF FINGERBREADTHS FOR ONE WALL
M} 90927 YA Y3YRY —~ AND ONE AND A BALF FINGERBREADTHS

FORTHE OTHER WALL."!  1vTniy 119y 13% MY oW 190w — one

TEFACH REMAINS THERE, IN WHICH TWO silver RODS WERE POSI-
TIONED, one on each side of the tablets; “BR3W — AS 1T IS SAID:
™aba wyn mabw a9 niy 198K, ~ KING SHLOMO MADE
HIMSELF A SEDAN-CHAIR OF THE WOOD OF LEBANON. Mty vy
N 1R 13379 3] INTEY 0D — HE MADE ITS PILLARS OF
SILVER, ITS BACK OF GOLD, ITS SEAT OF PURPLE WQOL, ETC, )
Allegorically, this refers to the Tabernacle.® The “pillars of

silver” denote the two silver rods placed in the Ark.
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Atk 31 137 a7 ~ The preceding is THE OPINION OF R’
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As these special characteristics of the making of the Tablets and
of the writing are told just here, and not as might have been expected,
above in Ch. XXXI,18, they must be in close connection with what was
happening at this time. If a Law is to be promulgated and the tablet on
which it is brought is written on onc side only, the one who is to publish
it is placed in a definitely dictatorial position towards the massed people
to whom he proclaims it. He alone has the written Law in front of him,
and the masses must accept from him what he reads out to them. He is
the definitely indispensable intermediary between the people and the Law.
But if the same Law, and especially here where it came to the people in

the same directness from God as it had come to Moses, is visible on both
sides, if the Taw presents itself all the time equally £6 Moses and the people,

then the Law comes down directly to the nation and to every member of

the nation, and Moses disappears enfirely from this transmission, becomes
simply one of the people, the people can read the Law to Moses as well

as he can read it to them. So that even I "this man Moses" disappears, the

people do not require a Moses; the Torah presents itself at all time directly
from God to every individual,

Looked at from this point of view, one can understand the various
opinions expressed in Shekalim VI,1, according to one of which all the
ten Commandments were written on each of the two Tablets, to another,
twice ten, or to another opinion, even four times ten, on the front, back and
cach side. So that there were from the beginning: two copies of the Law,
and each Tablet written on all sides. This would be to demonstrate the
spreading of the Torah on all sides amongst the people, and from the very
inception, by the Evidence of the Torah itself, to do away with the idea
of there being any exclusive or excluding position of a Moses to the
Torah.
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Loose translation:

With regard to the question how could
someone be nichshal with an obvious
thing, we find the same thing with the
luchos  that you have Jewish
organizations uncompromising in Torah
and they emphasis that Jewish people are
not like everyone else and yet in this
simple thing they put pictures of the
luchos that are opposite what the gemara
tells us. The gemara says the luchos fill
the aron in the shape of the aron and
from there it is obvious that they have to
be four cornered...We have absolutely no
source that the luchos were round on
top. How did this come about? Jews
would send their seforim off to be printed
and generally they were printed by non-
Jewish printing houses, but the publishers
would censor. The author would put a
picture of luchos on top and the non Jews
switched to rounded top. We only cared
about what was inside the sefer and so
we ignored the incorrect change.
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