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I.

Introduction
a. Shulchan Aruch – we say Hallel in Shul on Pesach night
b. Rama – we do not have that practice
c. What are they arguing about?

II.

Origins of Hallel at Night
a. Developed in Israel
i. Meseches Sofrim
ii. Tosefta in Sukka
1. Note, the Bavli omits
b. Why do Yemenites and Sefardim say it if the Rambam omits the practice?
i. Minhag Avoseinu B’Yadeinu – precedes the Rambam

III.

Why Recite Hallel in Shul at Night?
a. Rashba – primary reading of Hallel Pesach night is in Shul
b. Ra’ah – this was his practice
c. Tur – Hallel in Shul helps avoid beracha dilemma at the seder
d. Meiri – remembrance for Korban Pesach
e. Vilna Gaon – for those who couldn’t say it themselves
f. R’ Chaim – two hallels at night, one for yom tov and one for the seder

IV.

Why Not Recite Hallel at Night?
a. Netziv – should not complete Hallel before eating matzah
b. Aruch Ha’Shulchan – not mentioned in Bavli
c. Rav Velvel – need to say four cups with their designation and one cup is for
Hallel

V.

Say it our Not? Stay or Leave?
a. Rav – if can avoid machlokes, say it
b. Nodah B’Yehuda had practice to say it
c. If not minhag, stay or leave?
i. Rav Moshe – stay and even say beracha
ii. Rav Yaakov – leave
iii. Rav Velvel – leave early
d. Women
i. Rav Ovadia – women should say Hallel with a Beracha before starting
the Seder.
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1. Shulchan Aruch o.c. 487:4

Shulchan Aruch: On the first night of Pesach, we complete Hallel in the congregation in a
pleasant manner and with a beracha at the beginning and end. The same applies on the
second night of [those in the Diaspora who observe] the second day of Yom Tov for the
Diaspora.
Rama: We do not observe any of this because we don’t recite Hallel in the synagogue at night

2. Mishna Berura

Our custom is not to say it but the practice
of Sefardim is to recite it [Hallel].

3. Meseches Sofrim 20:9
8th century, Israel

R’ Shimon ben Yehotzadak says,
eighteen days and one night, the
individual completes the Hallel and
these are they…and the first day of
Pesach and its night and in the
diaspora, twenty one days and two
nights.
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4. Tosefta, Sukka 3:2
2nd Century

Eighteen days and one night, the
Hallel is read each year…and the
first day of Pesach and its night

5. Talmud Bavli – Sukka 5:5
Eighteen days the Hallel the
individual completes the
Hallel…and the first day of Pesach.

6. Minhag Avoseinu B’Yadeinu
R’ Gedalya Oberlander
The Rambam doesn’t mention saying
Hallel at night so where do the Yemenites
get this practice from?
From an early source that dates to the
lifetime of the Rambam it is clear that the
practice preceeds him.
In the work of R’ Shmarya ben Tzemach it
states:
It is an obligatory mitzvah on
Pesach nights to complete Hallel
with a beracha as it says in the
Behag z”l based on the Tosefta.
When the work of the great
Rambam arrived, some began to
omit the practice because the
Rambam didn’t mention it but after
deliberation we returned to the
practice of saying it like the Behag.
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If the beracha is adjacent to another
beracha such as the berachos of Kerias
Shema and the Amidah, it does not begin
with baruch. R’ Yirmiyah asked regarding
Geulah [the beracha at the conclusion of
Maggid]. One can resond based on the
statement of R’ Yochanan that if one heard
Hallel in the Synagogue, one has fulfilled

7. Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachos 1:5

8. Rashba – Berachos 11a
R’ Shlomo Ben Aderet
(1235–1310)

According to the consensus of the great
masters, it seems that this is the
explanation of the Talmud Yerushalmi
that I mentioned earlier” “One can
respond based on the statement of R’
Yochanan that if one heard Hallel in the
synagogue, one has fulfilled his
obligation,” therefore, the primary
institution to read Hallel was for the
synagogue and not for the house. It is
for the reading in the synagogue that
they instituted a beracha because it is
the primary reading. In the house one
does not recite a beracha. It must be
this way, because it would not make
sense that one who hears it in the
synagogue fulfills the mitzvah and does
not recite a beracha at his table but one
who did not hear it in the synagogue
would recite Hallel at his table and recite
a beracha.

9. Ritva quoting Ra’ah (1235 – 1290)
It is a mitzvah to recite with ten to
fulfill b’rov am…and this was the
practice of my teacher, the Ra’ah and
in Sarcosta to say Hallel in Shul.
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10. Tur o.c. 473

Regarding the beracha
on Hallel, there is a
dispute among the
rabbis. The Ritzba
would recite two
berachos, one before the
meal and one after the
meal. This was also the
practice of the Maharam of Rutenberg, Rav Hai, Rav
Tzemach and Rav Amram.
However, Ritz Gi’as and Avi Ha’Ezri wrote that one
should not recite a beracha at all because we split
Hallel and recite part of it before the meal and part
of it after.
Therefore, how can one recite a beracha with an
interruption in the middle? This was also the
opinion of my father, my master, the Rosh. Thi sis
what one shuld do on every matter that involves
doubt regarding its beracha – one should not recite a
beracha because berachos do not prevent fulfillment
of a mitzvah. There are places that recite Hallel in the synagogue publicly in order that
they won’t have to recite a beracha when reciting Hallellduring the Haggadah. This
minhag is good and pleasant.

11. Meiri (1249-1306)

Beis Ha’Bechira , Pesachim 117b
This applies to those who have the
minhag to recite Hallel in the synagogue
before the day starts as a remembrance
for the Hallel in the Azarah that they used
to recite when they slaughtered the
Korban Pesach.
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12.Vilna Gaon (1720-1797)
Biur Ha’Gra, o.c. 487:4

[Hallel is said in Shul] for those who
aren’t well versed as it says, the people
who didn’t have someone to read Hallel
for them would go to Shul and read.

13. R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik
(1903-1993)

Shiurim L’Zecher Abba Mori
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14. Netziv (1816-1893)
Meishiv Davar 1:13

And therefore the minhag is not to
say Hallel on Pesach night [at Shul]
so as not to do it before eating
matzah because the proper times is
after eating the Pesach.

15. Aruch Ha’Shulchan

R’ Yechiel Michel Epstein
(1829–1908)

We don’t recite Hallel in Shul at all since
it is not mentioned in Shas [Bavli].

16. S’deh Avraham – Moadim

Quoting R’ Velvel Soloveitchik
(1886-1959)
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17. Nefesh Ha’Rav

quoting R’ Yosef Dov
Soloveitchik

18. Mipeninei Ha’Rav

quoting R’ Yosef Dov Soloveitchik

19. Zichron Meir
R’ Meir Shapiro
1887-1933
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20. Teshuva Mei’Ahava 1:90
quoting the Noda B’Yehuda

21. Igros Moshe o.c. 2:94
Rav Moshe Feinstien

1713-1793

	
  

(1895-1986)
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1920-2013

R’ Ovadia Yosef

22. Yechave Da’as 5:34
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