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The Gemara asks: .
"IRYRNR ' WTT,, NN — But it is written: Seek Hashem
when He can be found; call upon Him when He is near,"®
indicating that at times God may be found and called upon and at
other times he may not. This verse implies that God is not always
available to overturn a decree. ~ ? —

The Gemara answers:

T2 onid —~ There, in the verse Seek Hashem when He can be
found, we are dealing with an individual. An individual can
succeed in averting an evil decree only during certain times.
May3a X3 — Here, in the verse For what great nation has a God
Who is close to it . . . whenever we call to Him, we are dealing (as
Rav himself stated) with a community, which can always repent
and overturn an evil decree.

The Gemara inquires:
nR M3 — When are the times that God is available for an
individual?

The Gemara answers:

AR 12 1137 My — Rabbah bar Avuha said:

oMY Ty oK

BTII937 BIYY MW WK paw — These are the ten days between
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,™

The Gemara cites a related discussion:
933" NK 1 oan RMNT NWY3 v, — Scripture states: I hap-
pened after ten days that Hashem struck Naval."®  pmmpy
WMDY R — Those ten days, what was thejr sighifiéanl:;ei;
Why did God not strike Naval immediately? TRR T 37 0K
37 - Rav Yehudah said in the name of Ray: nimab wy "
77 13v% Y33 1ngw — His punishment was delayed for ten days
corresponding to the ten morsels of refreshment that Naval
gave to the servants of David who came to him."™ 25 (qpx)
AKX 73 7137 MK 1M — Rav Nachman said in the name of
Rabbah bar Avuha: BYY MWI WY PIY D mwy bk
218371 — These are the ten days between Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur during which God waited for Naval to repent, !
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6. Even though repentance and calling out [to God] are desirable
at all times, during the ten days between Rosh HaShanah and
Yom Kippur, they are even more desirable and will be a.ccepted
immediately as [Isaiah 55:6] states: “Seek God when He is to be
found.”

When does the above apply? To an individual. However, in regard
to a community, whenever they repent and cry out wholeheartedly,
they are answered immediately as [Deuteronomy 4:7] states: “[What
nation is so great that they have God close to them,] as God, our
Lord, is whenever we call Him.”
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For these reasons, it is customary for all of Israel to giv; profusely
to charity, perform many good deeds, and be occupied with mitzvot
from Rosh HaShanah until Yom Kippur to a greater extent than

during the remainder of the year.

During these ten days, the custom is for everyone to ris'e [while it
is still] night and pray in the synagogues with heart-rending words

of supplication until daybreak.
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Mlsﬁ,naﬁ After listing in the previous Mishnah (20b) items of an idol worshiper that are prohibited for
benefit, the Mishnah now lists those items of his that are prohibited only for eating:

J™I0K BY3213 1121 YW 0113719X) — And these items of idol worshipers are prohibited, 71Xy MR 110N PR

— but their prohibition is not a prohibition against all benefit: X1 SR PRy 012210 131y whnw abn -

milk that an idol worshiper milked without a Jew seeing him,” nsm — and the bread of idol worshipers,?!

T19W mwm — and their oil.® 1Y e i nnt v — However, Rebbi and his court permitted the

oil®™  mpHwm — And the cooked foods of idol worshipers are prohibited for eating, 121n% nnb 177w pYan
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The custom is to not sanctify the new moon until
after Yom Kippur because we are suspended in
judgment and sanctifying requires happiness. 1
heard from one sage that on the contrary it is AWN 3> DAYY TN MR WP N0 RIVIRY
preferable to sanctify the moon during this timeso  DRTIPMPRTIIT 29 701 7 M Xanw 7o

as to add this mitzvah to your merits and perhaps ¥720Y .17 212 MY 7371 AR K71 Y90 OIN]
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tip the scales in favor of one's merits.

Levush (R’ Mordechai Jaffe) O”C 602
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There is a story of a person who encountered an idolater at
night and the idolater wished to kill him. The Jew
requested from his captor that he be allowed to perform
one mitzvah before his death, whereupon he sanctified the
new moon and while jumping up and down as is
customary a miracle occurred and the wind picked him up
and took him away to safety. I also heard that one who
recites the sanctification of the moon is guaranteed to
survive the month. I cited this to support the Levush's
argument that it is better to sanctify the moon before Yom
Kippur so as to ensure that a decree of death will not be
issued against you for the coming year.

Eliah Zuta (R’ Elijah Shapira) ibid.
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The reason for the custom not to marry is that ayoa oMoTan EV MR TY PRYN PRY 37200 737
cince our sages have stated that when one marries TV X037 DI TMRW 11D ... RN T A0

s i jven. Thus, before Yom TR W N2 2R PMINY 9 5V 1 oM
all of is sins are forgiven. Thus, be ST 7Y MY MR MR MRy T

Kippur one should not make attempts to achieve PR 2 PoTs O Y YIEY A TP
atonement, and if one does so, it is as though one o3 T ovnd A MY oTip YTNwn oRY
raises his/her hand against the King .. 290 B MR B Aann



