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Omo7r — 178 BASE (literally, ““its thigh”).  mwnbw Yaa ki — This is the foot at the bottom  »wyn 9 @ RACH |
nan 2 — which is made in the shape of abox, mun' nap pry w737 WYY ~ and three legs

extend downward from it [A in illustration on page 339].

the seven lamps cast light.” 2 Wwyn D nyaw e

3 Aaron did so; toward the face of the n‘wn T3 119 ‘Lym'-bx '[":IHN
Menorah he kindled its lamps, as HASHEM ~ _ 7 TR : RN
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workmanship of the Menorah, beatenout WP h"j]?;!?j wyn T'i’\ﬂ T
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12. The Torah describes six branches emerging from its sides (Exodu.
25:32) and the [central shaft of the] Menorah is the seventh branch
(Rashi). The Gemara will explain how we know that the seven
branches are essential features.

Rashi refers the reader to a diagram of the Menorah that does not
131 — MENORAH appear in the Vilna edition of our Gemara. A marginal note directs the
reader to a diagram printed later in the volume in Commentary of
Rambam to the Mishnah, but that diagram conforms neither to Rashi’s
description nor even to that of the Gemara below (28b). [The Kafich ed.
of Rambam’s Commentary presents two diagrams: a photograph of a

rough schematic sketch that is professed to have been drawn by
;‘é;i?;l’s Rambam’s own hand and a more precise diagram based on Rambam’s
own words and on diagrams appearing in other manuscripts of his
18— Commentary; neither bears much of a resemblance to the diagram in
— the Vilna edition of his Commentary.]
16 The Acharonim (here and to Exodus 25:31-40) discuss what Rashi’s
view is in regard to many elements of the Menorah. The diagram
- presented here represents Rashi’s opinion according to Maaseh
14 ¢Chosheiv.

[A word here is in order concerning the contours of the branches.
There is a popular notion that according to Rashi and other Rishonim
12 ] the branches curved outward and upward in an arc, whereas according
to Rambam they extended in straight diagonal lines. However, it is
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10 | s possible that the opposite is true: Rashi to Exodus 25:32 comments that
the six branches emerge to either side of the Menorah yw3bxa ,
diagonally. This word is used by Rashi typically (and perhaps
8 —f exclusively) to denote a straight line running on an angle. On the other
hand, Rambam does not write anywhere that the branches should be

GOBLETS straight. Admittedly, though, the diagrams of the Menorah
Q «woss 6 — in all the manuscripts of his Commentary show straight branches (see
@ Fiowes - Kafich ed. note 54%). Also, R’ Avraham ben HaRambam (to Exodus

25:32) seems to say that his father held the branches were straight.

THREE DECORATIVE 4

In any case, it seems there is no halachic difference whether the
- branches are curved or straight. The Menorah would be valid either
g way.]

{1t has been noted that the Menorah depicted on the Arch of Titus in
Rome, which was carved close to the destruction of the Temple, has

GOBLETS, A KNOB AND
A FLOWER ON EACH
BRANCH?

© DECORATIVE GOBLET
© BrANCHES EXTEND

FROM KNOBS IN PAIRS 0 curved branches. However, it is difficult to draw any conclusions from
this since there are also several glaring inaccuracies with this depiction.

§ More persuasive, from a purely historical perspective, are the coins

= il — from the era of the Hasmoneans [a family of Kohanim who ruled Eretz

Yisrael in the Second Temple Era]. These coins also display a Menorah
with curved branches.]
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The Gemara discusses the construction of the Menorah:
K207 Mmwn Sxmy 1y — Shmuel said in the name of on
elder: mmim 5w myaiy — The height of the Menorah
oy My — is eighteen fefachim.® maom 29177 - Th
legs at the base of the Menorah® and the flower just abovet
ongy MWW — are three fefachim; pn ovnovl — the ne
two tefachim are blank; that is five tefachim so far.

Rabbi Herzog was born in Lomza, Poland, and moved to the United Kingdom with his family in 1898, where they
settled in Leeds. His initial schooling was largely at the instruction of his father, Joel Leib Herzog, who was a rabbi
in Leeds and then later in Paris. After mastering Talinudic studies at a young age, Yitzhak went on to attend the
Sorbonne and then later the University of London, where he received his doctorate. His thesis, which made him
famous in the Jewish world, concerned his claim of re-discovering Techelet, the type of blue dye once used for the
making of Tzitzit. Rabbi Herzog served as rabbi of Belfast from 1916 to 1919 and was appointed rabbi of Dublin in
1919. He went on to serve as Chief Rabbi of the Ireland between 1922 and 1936, when he immigrated to Palestine to
succeed Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook as Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi upon his death.
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Jewish coins, perhaps because of its very “problematic” nature 7.
- On the whole, then, it would appear that the representation on
the Arch of Titus is accurate. But whereas the internal proportions
correspond to those given in the Talmud, the general impression
would appear to be a little too small in comparison with the men
bearing it 78, One may, I think, conclude that the craftsmen worked
not from the original but from drawings that were indeed accurate,
but without a scale, and that their idea of general size was from
memory. This would be consistent with the candelabrum’s being
already locked up in the temple of Peace built by Vespasian, and
would thus be in accordance with Josephus who states that
Vespasian himself caused the temple vessels to be placed there 7.
¢. 30 C.E. The Talmud tells us that forty years before the
destruction of the temple (70 C.E.) the miracle by which the
westerly light of the candelabrum remained alight throughout the
day ® ceased ®. This was about the same time as the Sanhedrin
moved out of the temple (the lishkath ha-Gazith) to the “shops”
(hanuyoth) 8, very likely on Pontius Pilate’s edict that they might
no longer exercise the death penalty 8. The Sanhedrin was con-

7 See also Publ. of the Israel Numismatic Soc. 1958 p. 13, “We know that
the depiction of the Menorah in art was prohibited in the 1st. cent. B.C.E,
and in most of the 1st. cent. C.E., and this is the reason why. the Menorah
was not used agein as a coin emblem”. This statement is presumably based
on T. B. Menahoth 28b—no source is given—also found in Rosk Ha-Shanah
24a and “Avodah Zarak43a. 0D RYIOOR 557 MR M2 DR oY XY
R D PAR U TUD ANUD MY 0D Rt 0y U0 'gm LR

SRt RD 1 9p RaR n Y A ey i e

From the above it is quite clear that it is precise, three-dimensional copies
only that were forbidden. .

¢ The candelabrum was 18 fefahim (= T) high (note 44). The one on the
Arch of Titus is approx. 2/9ths higher (the lower part being about 1/5th
bigger than the upper part, whereas the Talmud describes them as being in a
ratio of 8 (bottom): 10 (top) note 47) therefore 22T. One must add 13T which
is about the size of the MM, The total is now 233T, or about 71§ inches. But
‘as the men carrying it are over 1} times as tall as the candelabrum, they would
have to be over 7 ft. each, which seems rather unlikely. : .

The table represented on the Arch of Titus is in itself very problematic,
and cannot be cited as a means of size-<comparison with the candelabrum,
(The fefah (handbreadth) here could scarcely be less than about 3 inches. See
The Ancient Cubit etc., CHARLES WARREN, London 1903, p. 120.)

7 Josephus, War. 7. 5, 7.

%0 Seenote 9.

2 T, B, Yoma 39b, Rosh Ha-Shanah 31b, T. J. Yoma 6, 3.

8 T. B. Shabbath 15a, ‘Avodak Zarah 8b, Sanhedrin 41a, T. J. Sanhedrin
1L, 1,72 )

8 T.J. loc. cit., Zeev YAAVETZ, Toledoth Yisra’el (Jerusalem, 1928-5688.
5, p. 82. YEHUDAH GREENWALD, Letoledoth Ha-Sanhedrin Beyisra’el (N.Y)
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