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25. The second paragraph of Aleinu should begin with the words 12 9y, “And”

therefore, because itis a direct continuation of the first paragraphand should
thus be attached to it. Such is not the case, however, when this paragraph is

. L8 -iG
(‘f‘“"f Ay 7-T0) YAk recited as part of the Shemoneh Esrei of Mussaf on Rosh Hashanah, as there it
-{-{ﬁf Mo M) emoed stands on its own (R’ Menachem Gopin).

TP 15 3D D13 s MY WP 3D
' maynl y NS B AN v 7R 2 G
W22 9017 ni:a?r;; 27 PR « PN N2 D'?’-"«?*‘?? P 2
2 220730 92TV PIOVRIOD T DAY L e LN0P
T332) e I on v 7ueY. 1y 53 yagin 17e Y3 YRR Y
MR B9y 9B . g% Yy ny o O3 | um prk=l
YRR NP2 M2p2nen RS OTAIY Ho7E0 B
. AtE kI ,
(‘%ﬁﬁ) % RESIN =y @ SANYEPRIN
12V3 wwyn 1oy — For so we find concerning Achan,®  ywim 15 Ry — that Joshua said to him before he was
executed:*  »m7in 97 m Sx7 YK ('AY] Ay Kmw ua,, — My son, please give honor [to Hashem], God of
Israel, and give a confession to Him. TRR YYITNX 12V WM, — And then Scripture states:™ And Achan
answered Joshua and said:  [5%7i? wr5K Y] mxwn 1IN mmaR — In truth, I have sinned [against Hashem,
God of Israel], '['nvpy] a1 AR MR - and thus and thus, ete. [have I done]. 1 1512Y 11211 — Now,
from where do we know that the confession [of Achan] brought him atonement? ywim ~pxn,, R —
For subsequently, it is stated: Joshua said to Achan:02 UTIT RYR 172V UNI2Y My, — Why have you ruined
us? God shall ruin you on this day. This implies: 12y nnx nr o — On this day you are ruined, ' nnx XY
X371 0215 M2y — but in the World to Come, you will not be ruined. i
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selves, come.and approach fogether, O survivors of the nations, who do not
know, who carry about the wood of their graven image, and pray to a god
who cannot save ' " - "
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Thursday Tevet 9 5703
Torah lessons: Chumash: Vayigash. Chamishi with Rashi.

Tehillim: 49-54.

Tanya: On the other hand (p. 27)...swallowed up forever (p. 29).

Our custom in aleinu (Siddur Tehilat Hashem p. 84) is to say "for they bow to vanity and
nothingness," and markedly not to say "and prayi..." This wording is followed also in
Musaf for Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. The expectorating is after these words: the
reason is that speech stimulates saliva, and we do not wish to benefit from this saliva.

Compiled and arranged by the Lubavitcher Rebbe in 5703 (1943) from the talks and
- letters of the Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe.

FOOTNOTES
1. A sentence which follows "for they bow.. " in some versions of aleinu
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This argument was readily accepted by the inquisitors as
convincing proof. Nevertheless, the Jews, represented by the
illustrious scholar Rabbi Lippmann of Muhlhausen, success-
fully fought off the spurious argument and averted .the con-
demnation of the Alenu prayer. This vicrory, which took
place in 1399, was short-lived, however. In the year 1440 the
printing press was invented, and the Church sen;ed a new dan-
ger. A manuscript book was available to a small circle of readers,
but a printed book was available to an incalculable nurr{ber of
readers; a printed heresy could infect a whole community. So
the Church bestirred itself and introduced a strict censorship of
the printed word. All books were subjected to thorough ex-
amination before printing, and approval had to'be obrained
from the local archbishop. The Inquisition was given the task
of enforcing the censorship.

As the violence against Hebrew books increased, the Jews
of Europe instiruted 2 system of self-censorship. In 1554, at a
meeting of congregational representatives at Ferrara, Iraly, it
was decided to establish what was generally called the haska-
mabh, or the system of book approval. According ro the bfzs-
kamab no Hebrew book was to be published withour the prior
approval of the local authorites, consisting_usually of three
rabbis. The self-censorship led to the omission of dange':rous
words, phrases, and even longer passages from all printed
Hebrew books. But the censors of the Inquisition were not al-
ways satisfied with this self-censorship. They made additional
“corrections” and substituted acceptable words or phrases for
those that they considered objectionable. Since the censors
were frequently ignorant, they corrupted the text of many a

Tewur  WorsH 1P >

/

The system of seIf—censorship was also applied to the Sig-
dur. By the end of the sixreenth cenrury, the objectionable
sentence—*“for they worship and bow down before idols and
vanity and pray to that which availeth not”—began to dis-
appear from the Siddur. Bur children were taught in the
Jewish schools to recite this sentence by heart.

Early in the eighreenth century two_Jewish apostates broughe
charges against the Alenu prayer before Frederick, king of
Prussia. The king acted with moderation: he called the leading
rabbis together and had them swear that the Hebrew word for
vanity did not refer to Jesus. Bur the accusations _persisted.
Finally, the king ordered that the Alemz prayer always be
recited loudly at public services and thar ‘C‘l‘m_z;i_sﬂu;:igﬂgbigygg

-be_present o misle Supe”that i Gffensive words are really
omitted. ST

Since censorship was exercised with greater rigor in Chris-
tian than in Moslem lands, some of the texts eliminared or
mutilated by the Chrisdan censors have remained unaltered
among the Sephardic Jews. Thus the objectionable sentence
which was expurgated from the Alenu prayer in the Ash-
kenazic prayer books is to be found in the Sephardic Siddur.
It is interesting to note thar in those modern states where
censorship of Jewish prayers no longer exists the expurgared
sentence of the Alenu prayer has not been restored. Many
Jews are still afraid lest that troublesome sentence be utilized

by modern anti-Semitic elements in their eternal war against
the Jews.

Hebrew book, especially the Talmud, and rendered many

sections of these books almost meaningless.?® ‘ ,\)
Moses MENDELSSOH

On the day following Mendelssohn’s departure from the city a “farewell
greeting” was published in the local gazette:*® “At about four yesterday
afternoon, Herr Moses Mendelssohn left this city on his return trip to
Berlin. We had long revered him as a profound philosopher and as a
man of good taste who is at home with belles-letires. Now we admire in
him, more than all learning that is vain, transient, and useless, a goad
and noble heart capable of friendship and open to all gentle sentiments
associated with it. He did not shun any society eager to meet him... nor
did he obtrude himself upon any. For a special reason he spoke to some
of the greatest men of our city, such as his Excellency Herr Count von
Keyserling and his Excellency Herr Chancellor von Korff, and everywhere
he exceeded all expectations...” The party traveled via Danzig and early
in September Mendelssohn was reunited with his wife and children, after
a separation of more than six weeks. Never before had he been away
from home for so long a time, he remarked in his last letter from Ké&-
nigsberg.®¢

Itis not difficult to guess the nature of the “special reason” that had
prompted Mendelssohn to seek an interview with the high dignitaries men-
tioned in the Kénigsberg gazette’s farewell message. He had no doubt
been asked by leaders of the local Jewish community to intervene on their
behalf in a case then under investigation by a government commission.
Its origin lay in a royal edict of August 28, 1703, which forbade the recital
of a certain phrase, “for they bow down and prostrate themselves before
what is vain and futile and pray to0 a god who cannot help,” in the ‘Alenu
prayer at the conclusion of each service. A Jewish convert to Christianity
had testified that this particular phrase was meant as a slur against Jesus.
To ensure the omission of this sentence fromthe prayer, the edict demanded
that the text be recited aloud by the cantor and that the services be inspected
by government-appointed Christian subervisors familiar with the Hebrew

»!3-




“AreurduQ ‘urtog oy 17eq Jnoa us JuissoT Junisia 01 mara e Yum pue ‘sep
u? 10 14315 210 Lers oy Surpuayug ;u;o:mI. o1 _uu_u>.m.: 2.~ ‘uLdpey
ydaso[ “1q ‘puanyy e PUE oM sty yum aoq1a8o, din 3.:0:%.:0 E.gm
utjossprpuapy ‘Faaqsdiugy wouy wanjau SIy Amje m._:.::: oM Inoqy
AI * ¢
a3uens siupy uo PIpUSOP pey uternd ayy isep Juop 1y Aisioaun [e20] atpy
Aq 118 e se paidasoe sem ‘ondofeuds sy wr jeas ...,E:.Q m_m_ Buygpas £
Pastes pey Aunwiwos sy yoigm ‘s1aey ﬁ.ﬁ.ﬁ::; 1MoJ jo wns u._t v:m
‘puadns sty jo ssofarp 10§ ydLy paresuadwon A1efes uy asa y ‘€041 Jo1ipa
tedos oy up umop pre| uonysey a1 ur g9fead ay 2191 03 paa.ide A.u.:
Aqa1aym s1ojued pawutodde mau o) ieo ue hu_m_:_::um 01 {[215w padaeyn
pue towadsur se Linp siy oty pasjosqe sem ‘vonisoddo a HeMy) oy
HI0JJ2 Jnun sef e Spew pey pue i U1 121011 paisaa e pey oym ‘aydAy
Son5eid PPN 31 o UoTl eUTWi {37 ;wjmww._)nmwm.x.._.mmm‘m:i a1 o
passaippe uonnad e ieaf Surmoyoy a1 ur pue ‘panuqns sem h.uvc.cn:
s,d4y Suisoddo wnpuerowsw Juonse .n.g_ ‘Z hua:.ku:_um uQ ..:oa.m. mr:
Suiuuq uy 10108§ uertodwit ue 1qnop ou sem 10[[adueyd oy pue w:__huiwz
.ﬁ._lc.t>i junos ay; :awmm PEW uyosspapusy ey uoissaxdun [euossad u:,.h
_UOn35dSHT j6 555erd Buipeidsp Y1 JO UBTIoqE 31 ueq sso Juigiou sem
pawuem A3y jeypm -sses oy jo ludwdduespe a 10§ dussasd m”=_ asn oy
.m:o_xcm 219M s1opeI] Aiunuruiod ay jey dqepuerstopun aunb s i pue
sanuoyIne ayy 4q parpnys Suiaq sem ases oy 31aqsSiuQy ur _m>:.:m m.c._cm
“SIPPUS JO SUIN 341 1y “Tudumuas uensLyD-nue E.z.wodn.uo.mmm ua 01 5w0)
pey ‘surduo si jo aandadsosn ‘aafead Iy e m.u_.m.m:. _u_.:w Areoyasun
se siudwinSie SUYOSS[pudy aaosdsip 0y parn 1 ..Cmum u..m_ 01 din m..._.
Junters sem uossppuapy sesal) 1441 ‘91 4nf uo 1oU0ISSIUIWOoD :&E.u.: o
pPaniwqns sem [eruournsa) aaissaudw siyy oy 1oputolor £i3ue saydAy
y2adsausip it passpisuos 2AeY pnod aydAy moy ‘pres oy “wiy
01 qisudtpadwoduy sem 1p -urpesd Iy jo Suuapuas ueuriag _E:zmma
uMo sip patonb uyosspapuapy Tem ystmaf yum Suidaay wr .:E::.u sem
ssaxdwd uerssny o 10§ 301A13s [eLtowawr i e _m.zuﬂ i pue ‘uosiad
Pased23p e 10y Juiuinow jo yaam ol Juunp m:im.ﬁ go‘_. uaIsoyd uaaq
pey wiesd sy aouagy 19Yea1dy 211 ur 1o paaw .un 01 1dwystund pue
PLeMaL 31 pue ‘yieap tano Bunseroaa agy jo L1010 a1 “samod [eaod
~w3t (e jo Liuea oy ‘agy s,uew Jo Liasuq o1 “AjSurrowr 121yes ‘paquidsap
" e o payutod uyossppusyy ‘gp wesy jo _..u:u.ﬁ 3y 10§ E.m
"Papuajur sem
QUYL URHSLIYD-UE Ou jer uonesIput 1e3pd € sem spuey uensuyo) ur i
pa1as smof se fem sutes A Apoexa ur 31 paioag spugj E:mmSm ui mk.um..
1€ 198) 21y pue ‘pasdifeun paurewas PEY 1X31 3] ‘ojels .:m:s&. .“:: jo
uonetosat o pueardws 1 oy jo Buipimqas a1 ur adoy yo uorssardxs susos
2191 puy pinoys suo iate; pasoduion udaq n pey 1o, .uE.Eurr puodsag
21 JO dwn Ayl ' ISEI 1B pIrsixo aesnw sakexd oy ey ‘urerian sem

s Apawos .I\

odessed uensLyy-nie ou ureltod pino3 Syl pur souin uenstyd-sad ur
paEuEiio e dakead suifi 161 5a04d 07 YOOTIFIIT W} GG PUSTY
((susaf) nyssg o1 papuye (, 2Ny pue,) yri-va prom Y1 jo anea [eouownu’
211 ey uonedaje a1 isureSe poIAAP sem yIEWIL ISE] YL N ur punoj
2B RIS [suensuy) o] 1Y 01 suoisnpie susieqqey ou ‘2010w
eyl S9H 2q passalq 'suQ Ajoy a ‘s8ury jo Jury ay diysiom saapasino
Y1 OYM ‘SUROSLIYD () "pusIu0> ([35[8] UONEU (SIMI] 3i[1 JO suva1opuefs
puE SOWBUS aWos € Jou pie W ul 01 paiisjai 3iE diijsion snoneopt
191} pue sudyieay i £juo ey ‘spunoid jo saquinu e uo ‘Alqeingarn
moys 3q ued 1] “1afexd Juipnpuod Apep sy se pardope uaaq SBY 31 Jud)
wod [ususqoysa] awiqns pue yuentodwi sit jo asnedaq ‘pHopm A jo a3pnf
pue 12ai3met awaidng a1 01 pred s3ewoy a0y UONINPOANUI UWI[OS B
e ‘eq ssiedf maN 10) Ajuo pamnsur AjjewSuo sem 1f ‘uoileu Ino jo
1a£ead 1sap[o a1 jo auo st,, “ino parurod uyossppuapy Srugp, 1afead oy g,
axd Ay 1s1peIuatio oy jo suopidsns Anad sy 01 1sEU0D y4es ug sem 12a(qns
U s esp ay iym g Audip sy caanteudis siy seaq jou pip pue
J2he1g nuapy, oy uo Afeadsy ‘s1aferg ysima[ uo siydnoyy , papnussem
3.10qs81uQy 105 3niredap siy a105aq sya9m Mg € uyosspapuapy 4q (1sanbau
11) UINLIM [BlUOWNSI) B PIniwqns ANUNWIWOD Sy} SUIP-J[as uf
‘uoneondde nj3adsassip e jo sqedes sem y
Y3nopie ‘eissnuq jo sountd Lrenpasay sy yo yruq sy Sunesqapes aT1A198
22U} 18 pAIDIL sem [T wiesd pue ‘eissnyf Jo ssaudwa ‘yiaqenyg 10§ 914198
[ertowaw a1 1e peas sem (12, ‘ysuad 1eyi siseaq au 3y st 3f{ L1ouoy ur10u
[I9pIqe uew g, G ISIIA) Gp Wesd SNYL "I[GEINSUN ISOUT MDA SIY Ul
a1om yeyy swpesd jo ensas sy waaded o) wiry s0f ayqussodwr 3 Sunjew
SOyl '2IIAL3S JO I9pI0 ) Jo 2dueApE Ul wiy AJnou o suoiseddo [enads
uteLad uo pafiey pey Anunwiwod Iy eyl pue ‘pnofe ueyl Layet ‘Suun
-inw,, o 110s € ut pAIpas Juraq sem 13hesd nuay, sy 1eq Sunaodas ospe
inq 2oueadud, jeuossad siy Ajuo jou Suure ‘471 ‘G udy uo seg Jjo
Lnstuipy [edoy sy s yurerdwon e pa8poy ay ‘PIpudjO ‘payudip sso se
P1e30.1 01 350y 3y JEYI IUO LIYIOUE 01 JEIS PAWOISNIIE SI| WIOL] adAy
aAour 01 papIp ‘aduddouut (e ul ‘ANunwwod Ayl uIyMm ‘LLL1 ul pansqe
210w 2 opewr sem uonemis feorusey Apeasje sty “[eBjo UERSnIg € jo
“neniund a1 (iTm $951A138 popuaiie pus SnFIEuAs ST UT IS PIATIZITS1]

" PRY oym “sijeruanto onuepad yeymawos pue 2001paws e ‘aydLy pueq

81029 su0 £q pasdisturwpe usdq pey Y§0 Y1 p1EMUO GG/ [ WOl ‘saFend
-ug| [e1uaLo 10 AJojoayy jo siossajoud Ansivatun sqqeadsas jo sansas
~ B 0) parsnnud sem pue wnuue 13d s19[eys paspuny e jo pusdns e pariies
e suo isod paraaod yonw e 2wodaq pey andofeuds sy jo J0adsur

ot

¢ Jnudwuiaod jo soyjo sy Lip veyy up BuaqsIitgyy §o Kiid 511 ur 1daoxa

- 'SSWIIBTIneg [£20] Aq A[sA6LI5% tsyer 158uo] ot sem $551K15§ 51 Suisiasdns jo
" Xnp 51 nq ‘asuagyo paureunt Aue Suiaid proae o) se os ‘sanunuIwo)
" ysimaf a1 Aq paatasqo uaaq Ajenide pey 121pa snosoipny Apann Sy L

: *Anunod oy wouy uotsindxa sem 2an[rey yons 10§ pauUAEILY JUSW
~-ystund oy 1 -mer oyn yum Aidwod o1 aangrey Lue 1odax pimom oym ‘33endue

-,x.g-



LONMNN gs @

3 Xwws K2 OR DR omund nnom we xmwmas xw g e

Zans

MIMRA W TN R XY DIWR NI AT MR SY Xwma ma s
(XT3 U7 57Y) DR BPB%2 DPBOTISR YA Mans
oL A (u\é} ARYERy ‘g EM -

w* 5w nNynv.

nn®
DAY PRRAY 53 MR Dnﬂ?ﬂ AR ’D‘l! D P37l wan® 298

-+ arpwn banh onnwa on

'2720 1D SEPHARDIC ¢ inoyR, ,

317 1773 nny b:n TTX? 72w’ uv‘;y
mxwxn 13 Yy KXoy n*wan

\xuvbn aliv x&w JTRINT NINBYnI 137::w N7

uvmnwm B Bakifaly '7:: ub'm x‘n mn:

Ak x5 bx ‘:x u’bbanm ria)] b:nb

735‘7 i [gfg vz Tk hightyy JFRISE—————.

DR ’313"\ @ ROV S R SHuMY
T S ARl GAdzfee D

WPA YW AR TR MRy P A 037 Wiy oming 1{foneary |
%02 — oinm RY op bw TR WK g3 MRy ST W3IY nywa
D7m o2 ol oipn

P 23 Bk ({3) ctaan mrim eI

DU N3 [un mpn pen e wanm hes]

W3 DN wRnwnd  own 1S*nnnw a0 NP
B e non masd pewas ousd ume s
xha 5 teb 5N 1939 Ame Sins o sasd ue
zmash oo S pme:m (own) xox o b
ounz 'eb ynea bea LG4 ava 2T M)
n2¥L3 1223 nen k1235 13 nash vona
NINERR AN, RPN D280 O Dpn RS o
“ED L(IWOW ‘D MSD) MANA W3 A2IR AN
uR PR oD o.enmavh pRoamR mowo . wye
Fon T MPYe w3 oEna nymsa ooy pooanm
Wapy DWD ONAN DN PTBMAI Nt 27w
FSERA PR 19 T BN ,BIIYS PG BIA AR
DY RNUAIDN WYL) 3TV3 N3P 7773 Wy

XY VS
(31\:3\)\ (\HC‘> ‘(\mﬂ gnﬁt @ SHVsHAY  Aguei
i

179 MIIFTOYY WX ARmR o T -

r.:w'b WY’ 03 SOYT QNRTY BWRINGD ovie Yy YR (™) ragin mam iATIRY 1 ()

™3 () ninpY U Oe) e 5y ‘)55 e nYomn Nywa inipen Tp¥? (1) TOX M=z nvbw 738
Tt 113 Ty

-I< -

3o -
133



N o ) (€O) NefesH pReay
ANID PIAW5Y 5w YN 30 PI W HTIAY ,ION DAY [
TYRD NP N0 109 Oy DYow Piyw [ ATayn 1701w nyn

DY N, YPIPI von MPIT maw — wnT

miy|

MNNYM NyMd

WPPIPT Y YOI DY YOV NON Wnwn PR (10¥T) "oInnvm
YT VW97 RIPN (N5 +HyININGT) YPIPN 2972 WNI NIN nom
NON YN Y YT YPIPn Yy 1Y pas M0 PINY 7o

D
of Thr RAV

<5 Aleinu

82. The Rav noted that there should be a distinction between the bowing done

during Aleinu and the bowing done during the Avodah. In Aleinu, we speak
of mnmYm wY N3, bending the knees and bowing, which implies that one should
bow by placing one’s knees on the ground and then bending one’s head so that
his face is parallel to the ground, without prostrating oneself completely (Nefesh

HaRav, p. 213).
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1327 1n — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:
KIDAH means to bow down UPONTHEFACE; iR K31 131 — AND
SOIT STATES: 'YX DI3X Y3W"N32 7pn),, — THEN BATHSHERA
BOWED DOWN [va’tikod ] ON HER FACE TO THE GROUND., %9} ny™a
01273 YY — KERIAH means going down ON THE KNEES;  Rin B
WX — AND SO IT STATES: 'm373-by ynam, — And he
[Solomon)] arose from before the Altar of HASHEM FROM ENEELING
[mi’keroa] ON HIS KNEES. 0 D737 oY L N nRINPYn —
HISHTACHAVAAH MEANS EXTENDING THE ARMS AND LEGS, i.e.
complete prostration on the ground. MRIR [KI] 121 — AND SO
UTISTATES: 'YX 97 NITOWRY POX TaX] X K123 Niaq,, -
SHALL I AND YOUR MOTHER AND YOUR BROTHERS COME PROS.
TRATE OURSELVES ON THE GROUND TO YOU? (3
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VY ou shall not make idols* for yourselves, and you shall not erect for your-
selves a statue or a pillar, and in your land you shall not emplace a flooring

stone upon which to prostrate oneself — for | am HASHEM, your God. 2 My Sab-

baths shall you observe and My Sanctuary shail you revere — | am HASHEM.
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The Olenu is among the most meaningful of o
prayers. In its first part it emphatically pronounces the
decisive difference between our belief in G-d and the belief
of the rest of mankind; while the second part with equal empha-
sis utters our confident hope (which is part of even that belief)
that ultimately all men will return to G-d. A return to G-,
according to the Jewish view does not imply the acceptance of
the Jewish faith at all, but rather the recognition of the One
G-d as the Immutable Source of Truth and lovingkindness, and
the decision to serve Him, each one in the way willed by
Him (cf. our comm. to "33 3wy sow p. 27).
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Tanna d’Bei Eliyahu states that if the Jewish People had no
other character trait but that of derech eretz, they would still be
worthy of the blessing: “And one of you shall pursue five
hundred” (Leviticus 26:8).°

“The pointis this: the courtesy and good manners found in
God’s People are different from those of the rest of the world;
they derive from a holy and exalted source.” In his poem
printed at the beginning of Likutey Moharan, Rabbi Nachman
writes: “The customs of the other religions do not equal ours.

Their wise men contrived them from their own hearts. Their
practices are the product of the human mind. But Moshe
ascended on high...” In other words, the paths of righteousness

that the children of the Living God are commanded to follow
were brought down by the Faithful Shepherd from the hidden
places of the heavens.

Reb Nosson wrote something similar:

“Someone was once speaking with Rabbi Nachman about
another person, and praised the man for his moral behavior. He
called him ‘ethical.” The Rebbe replied that a Jew cannot be
called ethical. Those who practice morality based on common
sense and fairness alone may be ‘ethical,” but the Jews are a holy
people, and even those commandments which are logical and
fair, they observe because God commands them in His Torah,
and not merely out of reason.”!!
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