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Was Turkey Kosher in
the First Place?

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
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R. Hanan, son of R. Hisda, stated in the name of R. Hisda, e

who reported in the name of R. Hanan, son of Raba, on the

authority of Rab, There are twenty-four unclean birds {enumerated

in the Torah]. Where? In Leviticus? there are only twenty enu-

merated, and in Deuteronomy? there are but twenty-one! And

should you say that the da'ah4 mentioned in Leviticus, but not in

Deuteronomy, should be added to the list, even then there would

only be twenty-two!—~He replied, Thus did your mother's father

report in the name of Rab, The words ‘after its kind’,s stated four

times, represent four more birds. Then there would be twenty-

six? — Abaye answered, The da'uh and the ra'ah$ are oneand the

same. For should you say that they are two distinct birds [63)]
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and a crop and a craw [whose skin 3 o .
casily] peels off, is clean. R. Eliezer Tt "3 ﬁTp”?R " Y
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This is the elucidation [of the subject] according to the view of

T e most of the rabbinic authorities: that all the unclean kinds in the world
~ . - o were mentioned in the Torah. For one who could not recognize them,
{etny nise the Sages of blessed memory said! that these are its characteristics:
VA Ifany birdis predatory, ? itisknown (certain) that it is one of the unclean

kinds in the listing in] the Torah. The meaning of being *“predatory”
(dorés) is that it digs its talons into another bird and casts a virulent °
substance into it, in the way of the nétz (hawk)4 and other birds with
which people hunt.5
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Consequently, according to this, there are four signs of cleanness i

in fowl [that they are kosher]. These are: not being predatory, and

[having] an extra claw, a crop, and a gizzard that can be peeled. And we

have previously given the rule that if any bird is found to be lacking one

of them—i.e. the.important one among them—that it does not attack

with its claws; in other words, if it does attack with its claws—it is

forever unclean, and there is no need to examine anything further about

it.8 Nor is there any need to add that if it is lacking in all of them—if

it has not even one of these marks of cleanness—it is forbidden. Since

here even the one singular, important sign prohibits it, as we stated,

then all the more certainly [is it forbidden] if it is lacking in all of them. .

The nesher (eagle) is like that: it has not even one of all the signs of

cleanness.®
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If the three marks of cleanness were found in its body, i.e. the extra
claw, the crop, and the peelable gizzard, it is certainly kosher, and it
has the fourth sign also: ! 5 in other words, it is not predatory. For there

} . is not a bird in the world with these three distinguishing marks which is
(DY a2 ’\Q o ’-) /[? RalMbi predatory. Thus there is no need to investigate about it at all, but it may
[/‘u ~ )] / rather 'be. eaten at once.16 If, }?owev?r, three marks of cleanness were

\ S'£ . .found initand one of the three is thatit isnot predatory, about this there

A {YU L is certainly reason to have great doubt: for most of the unclean [non-

Ha Gaw kosher] kinds are of this sort—they have three signs of cleanness like

that.17 Then every man must inquire about a bird of this sort, if he
does not recognize all the unclean ones listed in the Torah.
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BUT THE SAGES HAVE SAID, EVERY BIRD [THAT SEIZES 1S
PREY IS UNCLEAN]. It was taught: Rabban Gamaliel says, [If
a bird] seizes prey and eats it, one may be certain that it is unclean;
if it has an extra toe, and a crop. and its gizzard can be peeled,
one may be certain that it is clean.'? R. Eleazar son of R. Zadok
says, A cord is stretched out for it, and if [when perched on it]
it divides its toes evenly, two on each side, it is a clean bird, but
if it places three toes on one side and one on the other, it is an
unclean bird. R. Simeon b. Eleazar says, Every bird which carches
food [thrown to it} in the air 1s unclean. But does not the zipparta
zatch food in the air?* — Abaye answered, It means, catches food
and cats 1t m the air.2 Others say. Those that dwell with unclean
birds are unclean, those that dwell with clean birds are clean.
£ecording to whom is this rule? Is it only according to R. Eliezer?
For it was taught: R. Eliezer said, Not for nothing did the zarzir
follow the raven but because it is of its kind!3 — . might even

be according to the Rabbis roo.. for we speak here of those
that dwell with and also resemble [unclean birds].4 '
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Some there are who raise a question [with reference to the above
Baraitha], and answer it.¢ [The question was asked]. Can impreg-
nation take place from an unclean animal? For R. Joshua b.

Levi said: There can be -no impregnation either of an unclean AR NP B RS D oy
animal from a clean animal, or of a clean animal from an unclean « &5 moynn R Eb‘l}?‘? o 2oy "~
animal, ‘or of large cattle from small cattle, or of small cattle from NN Gty B Nyalavyian] [algiuas
large cattle, or of a domestic animal from a beast of chase, or a mBa 8000 (B TP N e
beast of chase from a domestic animal, except In the case? dis- TIPSR D daly~a=R~Raia 85 B
cussed by R. Eliezer and his disputants, where all say that a ITEMAD RWYND ITIDTOWRTRY TP‘(’FP‘
beast of chase can become pregnant from a domestic animal. NION D ] D?‘?PD PRI T TR
And R. Jeremiah explained that the animal became pregnant O NN SR NIRDY LAINP PP 2T

M 15 130 KIN NI TN 02 XA

o oNwwb a2 Ty OmNTE

PRAT MONNS OTUAM T 00 WON
MoK O 7N D

)

from a kalut born of a cow,? adopting the view of R. Simeon.?
And the Baraitha states: But you may eat an animal which has
one mark like its mother?’—This Tanna [from the Baraitha]
holds with R. Simeon in one thing but differs from him in the
other. 4
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The" wild turkey has a crop, its gizzard is peelable, it
has an exitra" toe; and its eggs have the indicators of kosher
eggs, all signs indicating the turkey may be kosher.
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The Shoel u'Meshiv in a strongly worded responsum ®
pt.1 no 69) used the acceptability of the turkey to prove
that a mesorah was not always necessary. It must be that
the Ashkenazic community did not fully accept the Ramo
in this regard but reinterpreted him to hold that a meso;ah
is not necessary if the bird has all three physical signs.
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The Lubliner Rav, (1852-1932) in Dvar Halacha (siman
53) disagrees with the Shoel u’Meshiv and holds that the
Ramo should be taken at face value and that a mesorah is
always required.” He permitted the turkey because he
understood that the Ramo required a mesorah only for a
new category of birds and that turkey falls within the same
general category as chickens!® He does not offer a
definition of "category", and because chickens are quite
different from turkeys, this line of reasoning opens a
Pandora's box of potential problems and abuses.
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A method to prove that turkey is kosher is the
hybridization test. Turkey-chicken hybrids do not seem
to occur naturally. However, viable hybrids have been
successfully produced and are used in scientific research.®
Furthermore, intergeneric crosses between ring-neck
pheasants and chickens and between ring-neck pheasants
and turkeys are well documented (Crawford, pp. 376-377)
and may provide yet another avenue to permit turkeys. If
hybridization between species is a legitimate test of kosher
status, and many authorities accepted that it is, these
crosses verify the acceptability of pheasant, and then

. confirm the status of turkey.
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On the issue of joining with those who think that
Thanksgiving is like a holiday to eat a meal: since it is
clear that according to their religious law books this day
is not mentioned as a religious holiday and that one is
not obligated in a meal [according to Gentile religious
law] and since this is a day of remembrance to citizens of
this country, when they came to reside here either now or
earlier, halacha sees no prohibition in celebrating with a
meal or with the eating of turkey. One sees similar to
this in Kiddushin 66 that Yanai the king made a party
after the conquest of Kochlet in the desert and they ate
vegetables as a remembrance.

Nonetheless it is prohibited to establish this as an
obligation and religious commandment [mitzvah], and it
remains a voluntary celebration now; in this manner —
without the establishment of obligation or religious
commandment — one can celebrate the next year too with
a meal. But, I think, nonetheless it is prohibited to establish
a fixed day in the year for the celebration and it is only
in the first year of the event, like when Yanai conquered,
and then they had a party, and not for permanence. There
is also a problem of adding commandments . . .* Even
though one can question the source, it is still a real

prohibition.*
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