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7 If there shall be a destitute person among you, any of your brethren in’ any
of your cities, in the Land that HASHEM, your God, gives you, you shall riot
harden your heart or close your hand against your destitute brother. Rather
you shall open* your hand to him; you shall lend him his requiremnent, whatever
is lacking to him. ® Beware lest there be a lawless thought in your heart, sagzng,

“The seventh year approaches, the ‘remission year, a.ncl you will ‘look

appeal against you to HASHEM and it will be a sin uporz you 1° You shall surely
give him, and let your heart not feel bad when you gzue him, for in retum for tth‘
undertakzng 1 For destztute people .will not cease to exist wzthzn the Land,
therefore I command you, saying, “You shall surely open your hand pq y_our
_ brother, to your poor, and to your destitute in your Land.” L
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35 |f your brother becomes impouverished * and his means falter in your proxzm
ity, you shall strengthen him — proselyte or resident — so that he can live with
you. 3¢ Do not take from him interest and increase; and you shall fear your God
— and let your brother live with you. 37 Do not give him your money for interest,
and do not give your food for increase. 3 | am HASHEM, your God, Who took you
out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land of Canaan, to be God unto you.




xun — It has been taught in a Baraisa:
~ R’ELAZAR HAEAPPAR SAYS:
— APERSON SHOULD ALWAYS ASK FOR MERCY from God REGARD-
ING THIS FATE, poverty. That is, one should pray that he does not
become poor,
sooner or later; IF HE DOES NOT COME to be poor,

() Y @TA»M\;Q &ﬂ\

Bads Baskallen

The Gemara continues to discuss the merits of giving charity:
pix KR 137 A KA - It was taught in a Baraisa: R’ MEIR
WAS WONT TO SAY: 77 a1 qawigy 1 byay 19 vy — THE
LITIGANTS! HAS an argument TO ANSWER YOU AND TELL YOU, and
it is the following: X1 @™y 271X DMK BX — IF YOUR GOD IS
truly A LOVER OF THE POOR,  ]p312R 1K 113 1189n — FOR WHAT
REASON! DOES HE NOT SUSTAIN THEM? Since God does not
provide for them, they must have fallen into His disfavor; h?nce,
you Jews certainly should not assist them with gifts of charity!

R’ Meir provides us with the correct reply to this argument:

15 7imx — However, you should SAY TOHIM: 713 X biwyy 113
o ';V_J a»m — God does not cause the poor to suffer because
they are wicked; rather, He impoverishes people SO THAT WE MAY
BE SAVED, THROUGH giving THEM charity, FROM THE JUDGMENT
OF GERINNOM.® Thus, the poor may even be righteous individu-
als; they suffer poverty for our benefit!

The Gemara relates that this argument was, in fact, once
advanced by a Roman general: '
XJ'pY 137 NX YU DIBIPUNW Hxy nyxw M — And this very
question the wicked Turanus Rufus® asked of R’ Akiva: ox
X omiy 3otk ooy — If your God is a lover of the poor,
opINDn ims mm nen — for what reason does He not sustain
them?

R’ Akiva offered the reply previously mentioned:
ma by AP jIa e YNy 112 1 M - [R’ Akiva] said to
[Turanus Rufus]: God makes people needy in order that,
through our giving them charity, we may be saved from the

judgment of Gehinnom.

Turanus Rufus took issue with this response:
13778 19 Mmx — [Turanus Rufus] said to [R’ Akiva]: On the
contraryl ©3nm% jnanmw n — This giving of charity is what
actually condemns you to be punished in Gehinnom!

Turanus Rufus explained himself allegorically:
5wy 7% Ywnx — I shall illustrate this concept for you with a
parable. mmi71 12377 MY — To what is this matter similar?
13y Sy oyaw oMy w3 19w — It is analogous to the case of a
human' king who was angry at his servant nw3 twam
Pioxs — and confined [the servant] in prison  xbw vhy my)
inipwnb xYw 191x0% — and ordered that no one feed him or
give him drink. spwm Hragm 0K 878 797 — And one man
subsequently went and fed [the servant] and gave him drink in
defiance of the king’s order. 1%y oyia X% 7910 vowws ~ When
the king hears about this man’s actions, is he not angry at [the
man]? or3yY 7R BRK) — And you Jews are called servants
of God, ~ovay bxwr-ua %13, pRIY — as it says:M For
unto Me the children of Israel are servants!i? Hence, by giving
charity you actually violate the edict of God, your King, and so
incur the judgment of Gehinnom.

R’ Akiva countered with a parable of his own:
Swn 7% Hiwnx x3py 131 1% R — R’ Akiva said to [Turanus
Rufus): I shall illustrate the situation for you with a different
parable. mmiT 7371 MY — To what is this matter of giving
charity similar? K7 n1a3 w3 13 SV OYIY B 13 0Y
— It is analogous to the case of a human king who was angry at
his son and confined [the son] in prison x%¢ why mw
tnipwn® K5y iyaxny — and ordered that no one feed him or
give him drink. pwm 913K 0K 0% 71271 — And one man
subsequently went and fed [the son] and gave him drink,
thereby saving his life. 15 1awn 11911 XS 7997 yewws — When
the king hears about this man’s actions, does he not send [the
man] a gift?®3 @3 PP X1 — And we Jews are called sons
of God, “powrbx 'm7 onAx ©w3,, :3MIT - as it is written:™
Sons you are to HASHEM, your God. Thus, although imprisoned
in exile, the Jewish people are still God’s children,™ and one who
sustains the poor among them with gifts of charity earns God’s
gratitude and is thus absolved from the judgment of Gehinnom.
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K3 XY x31 DY — FOR every family becomes poor
13 K3 — HIS

SON MAY COME to be poor; X3 X% 113 BX) — AND IF HIS SON DOES
NOT COME to be poor, X3 13312 — HIS SON'S SON MAY COME to be.
“rmm 377 Y933 12, MRIY — FOR IT IS STATED:! You shall
surely give [the poor person], and let your heart not feel bad when
you give him, FOR IN RETURN (biglal) FOR THIS MATTER, Hashem,
your God, will bless you in all your deeds and in your every
undertaking. HXypw?137137 X0 — And, in commenting on the
word biglal, A BARAISA WAS TAUGHT IN THE ACADEMY OF R’
YISHMAEL: 0%W3 nng xa1 535 — [POVERTY] IS A WHEEL
(gtlgal) THAT REVOLVES IN THE WORLD, i.e. it is a cyclical
phenomencn, never removed permanently from any individual.
Therefore, if one is not poor now, he may one day become poor;
and if it happens that he does not become poqr; his descendants
will become poor, for sooner or later poverty befalls every
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[VOT TO DUN A POOR MAN UNABLE TO PAY HIS DEBT]

67 that we were prohxbxted from dcmandmg payment of a debt by
2 borrower at'a time when we know that he cahnot pay ‘the debt
because he does not have the means—for it is stated, you shall not be
to him as a creditor (Exodus 22:24). And know that this proh_tbmon also
includes [an mjuncnon] not t6 lend ‘money: at “interest to a Jew.1
‘At thé root of the precept lies the purposé to firmly inculcate the
qualities of kindness and comipassion in’us. When they will be firmly
set within us, we will be ready, worthy to receive good reward, and
what the Erernal Lord desires for us will be fulfilled—for it is the
Lord’s wish to do good [for us] in this world and the world-to-come.
Among the laws of the precept there is what our Sages of blessed
memory said:2 How do we know that if someone seeks to collect a
maneh3 from his fellow and he knows the other does not have the
means [to pay it], he is ‘forbidden to pass by opposite the other’s
house >—for it is stated, you shall not be to him as a credxtor Then there
is what they said, further, in the Midrash Mechilta: “"you shall not be
to him as a creditor”—[this means] that he should not appear in his
sight all the time.* Other points are stated about this subject in the
tractate Bava M'tzi'a, and other places in the Talmud. S
- It applies to both man and woman, in every place and in every
time. If a person transgresses 1t it and demands paymcnt of hxs loan from

his fellow knowing that he has not the means [to pay xt] and yet he
duns him in order to make him suffer, he violates this negative precept;
and he is as a person who violates the commandment of a king.?
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13271 1 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 170ma 1., - The
verse states with regard to assisting the poor: Open up your
hands, etc. [and provide for] THE EXTENT OF HIS NEEDS. Q¥
ooy 1oy miyn — This teaches that YOU ARE COMMANDED
REGARDING [A PAUPER] TO SUPPORT HIM, i.e. to provide him with
his basic needs, YWy M7y RN ARK K] — BUT YOU ARE NOT
COMMANDED TO MAKE HIM RICH. /{9 qom WX, — The verse
continues: WHATEVER IS LACKING TO HIM. W3y 31379 01 twuy
oY pn% T2y) — EVEN if he is lacking A HORSE TO RIDE UPON AND
A SERVANT TO RUN BEFORE HIM, you must provide these for him ™
1R17 Y9m Sy why 1k — THEY SAID ABOUT HILLEL THE ELDER
% 27310 12 2y NRW — THAT HE once TOOK FORA PAUPER FROM
AN ARISTOCRATIC FAMILY W59 Y117 13y vy 2137% Do ~ A
HORSE TO RIDE UPON AND A SERVANT TO RUN BEFORE HIM.®
mob Yy T2y xyn X9 nox oys — ON ONE OCCASION (HILLEL]
COULD NOT FIND A SERVANT TO RUN BEFORE [THE PAUPER], Y]
19 nwSw Mgy — SO [HILLEL] himself RAN BEFORE HIM FOR
THREE MILIN.'"
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